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D   Y  S   S   E  Y. 


ARGUMENT 

OF    THE  r^ 

THIRTEENTH     BOOK. 

01y/rcs,  having  fiui-fhed  his  narrative,  and  received  additional  pre' 
fents  from  the  Phxacians,  embarks ;  he  is  conveyed  in  his  fleep 
to  Ithaca,  and  in  his  fleep  is  landed  on  that  ifland.  The  flilp  tli^t 
carried  him  is  in  her  return  transformed  by  Neptune  to  a  rock, 

Minerv^  meets  him  OO  the  ihore,  enables  him  to  recolleft  his 
country,  which,  till  enlightened  by  her,  he  believes  to  be  a 
count^ry  ftrange  to  him,  and  they  concert  together  the  means  of 
deftroying  the  fuitors.  The  Goddefs  then  repairs  to  Sparta  jo 
€all  thence  Telemachus,  and  Ulyfles;  by  her  aid  difguifed  like  % 
beggar,  proceeds  toward  the  cottage  of  Eumseus, 

BOOK     ^11. 

XtE  cepsM,  and  under  all  the  gloomy  roof 
The  charm'd  aflembly,  motionlefs  and  mute, 
Seem'd  lill'ning  Aill  to  hear,  when,  thus,  his  fpe^cl^ 
To  Laertiades  the  I^ing  addrcfs'd, 

Ulylles,  (ince  beneath  my  brazen  dome 
Thou  haft  arrived,  thou  flialt  not,  1  believe, 

VQh.  IV.  A  Jji^ 
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Like  hardllilp  fufFer  in  thy  voyage  hence. 
As  heretofore,  though,  long,  to  toil  inured. 
And  ye,  my  guefts  !  who  daily  at  my  board 
Sweet  fong  enjoy,  and  quaff  your  princely  meed 
Of  gen'rous  wine,  hear,  now,  my  warm  defire. 
The  robes,  wrought  gold,  and  all  the  other  gifts 
To  this  our  gueft,  by  the  Phasacian  Chiefs 
Brought  hither  in  the  fumptuous  coffer  lie. 
But  come — prefent  ye  to  the  ftranger,  each. 
An  ample  tripod  alfo,  with  a  vafe 
Of  fmaller  fize,  for  which  we  will  be  paid 
By  publick  impofl ;  for  the  charge  of  all 
Exceflive  were  by  one  alone  defray 'd. 

So  fpake  Alcinoiis,  and  his  counfel  pleafed  ; 
Then,  all  retiring,  fought  repofe  at  home. 
But  when  Aurora,  daughter  of  the  dawn, 
Look'd  rofy  forth,  each  hafled  to  the  bark 
With  his  illuflrious  prefent,  which  the  King 
Alcinoiis,  proceeding  through  the  fhip. 
Safely,  himfelf,  beneath  the  feats  beflowed, 
Lefl  it  lliould  harm  or  hinder,  while  he  toil'd 
In  rowing,  fome  Phaeacian  of  the  crew. 
The  palace  of  Alcinoiis  feeking  next 
Together,  they  prepared  a  new  regale. 

For  them,  in  facrifice,  the  facred  might  *" 
Of  King  Alcinoiis  flew  an  ox  to  Jove 

Saturnian 
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Saturnian,  cloud-girt  governour  of  all  . 

The  thighs  firft  burnt  in  facrifice,  all  fliared 

The  noble  feaft  ;   Demodocus,  the  while, 

Their  fav'rite,  flriking  his  melodious  lyre. 

But  oft  UlylTes  to  the  radiant  fun 

Turn'd  wiftful  eyes,  defiring  his  decline. 

And  even  now  impatient  to  depart. 

As  when  fome  hungry  fwain  whofe  fable  beeves 

Have  through  the  fallow  dragg'd  his  pond'rous  plough 

All  day,  the  fetting  fun  with  joy  beholds, 

And  hungry,  tends,  and  weary  to  his  home. 

So  welcome  to  UlyfTes'  eyes  appear'd 

The  funfet  of  that  eve  ;  dire6ling,  then, 

His  fpeech  to  maritime  Phaeacia's  fons. 

But  to  Alcinoiis  chiefly,  thus  he  faid. 

Alcinoiis,  o'er  Phaeacia's  realm  fupreme  I 
Libation  made,  difmifs  ye  me  in  peace. 
And  farewell  all !  for  what  I  wifh'd,  I  have. 
Conductors  hence,  and  honourable  gifts 
With  which  heav'n  profper  me !  and  may  the  Gods 
Vouchfafe  to  me,  at  my  return,  to  find 
All  fafe,  my  fpotlefs  confort  and  my  friends  I 
May  ye,  whom  here  I  leave,  have  happy  wives 
And  fee  your  children  bleft,  and  may  the  pow'rs 

A  2  Immortal 
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Immortal  with  all  good  enrich  you  all. 
And  from  calamity  preferve  the  land  ! 

He  ended;  they  unanimous,  his  words 
Applauded  loud,  and  bade  difmifs  the  gued 
Who  had  fo  wifely  fpoken  and  fo  well. 
Then  thus  Alcinoiis  to  his  herald  fpake. 

Pontonoiis !  charging  high  the  beaker^  bear 
To  ev'ry  guefl  beneath  our  roof  the  wine. 
That,  pray'r  prcfcrr'd  to  the  eternal  Sire, 
We  may  difmifs  our  inmate  to  his  home. 

Then,  bore  Pontonoiis  to  ev'ry  gueft 
The  brimming  cup  ;  they,  where  they  fat,  perform' d 
Libation  due  ;  but  the  illufirious  Chief 
UlyfTes,  from  his  feat  arifing,  placed 
A  mafly  goblet  in  Areta's  hand. 
Whom,  thus,  in  gratefid  accents  he  addrefs'd*.  • 

Farewell,  O  Queen,  a  long  farewell,  till  age 
Arrive,  and  death,  the  appointed  lot  of  all  ! 
I  go  ;  but  be  this  people,  and  the  King 
Alcinoiis,  and  thy  progeny,  thy  joy 
Yet  many  a  year  beneath  this  glorious  roof! 


*  The  cuHom  was  to  tall;e  the  liquor,  applying  the  lip  to  it  very 
flightly,  then  to  prefent  the  cup  to  the  peribn  fo  complimented,  that 
he  might  drink  firfi:.     Thus  Virgil,  ^n.  i,  741, 

Primaque,  libato,  Aimmo  tenus  attigit  ore. 
Turn  Blt'iJi  dedit  ■   '  •  .        C. 


Sq 
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So  faying,  the  Hero  through  the  palace-gate 
IfTued,  whom,  by  Alcinoiis'  command. 
The  royal  herald  uftier'd  to  his  bark. 
Three  maidens  alfo  of  Areta's  train 
His  fteps  attended  ;  one,  the  robe  \vell-bleach*d 
And  tiinick  bore  ;  the  corded  coiFer,  one ; 
And  food  the  third,  with  wine  of  crimfon  hue^ 
Arriving  where  the  galley  rode,  each  gave 
Her  charge  to  fome  brave  mariner  on  board. 
And  all  was  fafely  flow'd.     Mean-time  were  fpread 
Linen  and  arras  on  the  deck  aftern. 
For  his  fecure  repofe.     And  now  the  Chief 
Himfelf  embarking,  filent  lay'd  him  down. 
Then,  ev'ry  rower  to  his  bench  repair'd  ; 
They  drew  the  loofen'd  cable  from  its  hold 
In  the  drill'd  rock,  and,  refapine,  at  once 
With  lufty  ftrokes  upturn'd  the  flafliing  waves  *. 
IIU  eyelids,  foon,  a  death-like  fleep  deprefs'd. 
Deep,  durable,  and  not  to  be  difperfed. 
She,  as  four  harnefs'd  ftallions  o'er  the  plain 
Shooting  together  at  the  fcourge's  ftroke 
Tofs  high  their  manes,  and  rapid  fcour  along. 
So  mounted  flic  the  waves,  while  dark  the  flood 

*  Thus  it  was  they  moored  their  galleys,  pafling  the  cable 
through  a  rock  perforated  for  that  purpofe,  and  lafhing  it  faft  about. 
— B.  &  C. 

A3  Of 
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Of  the  refoundlng  Deep  roll'd  after  her. 
She  fteady  ran  and  fafe,  the  falcon's  flight 
Outftripping,  fwifteft  of  the  fowls  of  heav'n  ; 
With  fuch  rapidity  fhe  cut  the  waves. 
An  Hero  bearing,  as  a  God,  replet6 
With  various  wifdom,  vext  and  harrafs'd  oft 
In  .ftormy  battles  and  tempeftuous  feas. 
But  fleeping  now  ferenely,  and  refign'd 
To  fweet  oblivion  of  all  forrow  paft. 
The  brighteft  ftar  of  heav'n,  precurfor  chief 
Of  dayfprirrg,  now  arofe,  when  at  the  ifle 
(Her  voyage  foon  perform'd)  the  bark  arrived. 

In  Ithaca,  but  from  the  publick  view 
Sequefter'd  far,  there  is  a  certain  port 
Sacred  to  Phorcys,  antient  of  the  Deep, 
Form'd  by  converging  fhores,  abrupt  alike 
And  prominent,  which  from  the  fpacious  bay 
Exclude  all  boift'rous  winds  ;  within  it,  fhips 
(The  port  once  gain'd)  uncabled  ride  fecure. 
An  olive,  at  the  haven's  head,  expands 
Her  branches  wide,  near  to  a  pleafant  cave 
Umbrageous,  to  the  nymphs  devoted  named 
The  Naiads.     Beakers  in  that  cave  and  jars 
Of  ftone  are  found  ;  bees  lodge  their  honey  there  ; 
And  there,  on  flender  fpindlcs  of  the  rock 

The 
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The  nymphs  of  rivers  weave  their  wond'rous  robes' 

Perennial  fprings  rife  in  it,  and  it  fhows 

A  twofold  entrance  ;  ingrels  one  affords 

To  men,  and  fronts  the  North  ;  but,   holier  far 

The  Southern,  opens  to  the  Gods  alone. 

There,  knowing  well  the  port,  they  boldly  thrufl 

The  veflel  in  ;  the,  rapid,  plough'd  the  fands 

With  half  her  keel,  fuch  rowers  urged  her  on  +. 

The  benches  left,  and  leaping  all  alliore, 

UlyfTes,  firft,  they  gently  lifted  torth 

With  the  whole  fplendid  couch  whereon  he  lay. 

And  placed  him,  ftill  faft-fleeping,  on  the  lands  ^. 

His  treafures,  next,  by  the  Pha^acian  Chiefs 


*  Porphyrias  gives  a  very  learned  allegorical  account  of  this 
cave  and  the  contents  of  it,  with  much  confisience  in  the  truth  of 
his  hypotheiis  j  but  it  is  far  too  long  for  infertion  here.  The  reader 
may  find  it  prefixed  to  Barnes's  edition  of  the  Iliad.  It  is  plainly 
a  poetical  fiflion,  no  fuch  cave,  as  Strabo  and  other  antient  geo- 
graphers tellify,  having  ever  been  diicoverable  in  Ithaca. 

f  Had  they  not  been  well  acquainted  with  it,  they  woulJ  not 
have  dared  to  pufh  to  land,  as  they  did,  with  the  full  ftrefs  of  all 
their  oars,  efpecially  in  the  night. — C. 

X  They  landed  him  in  his  fleep,  either  that  they  nright  notfeem 
to  expeiSl  a  recompenfe,  which  would  have  been  tne  cafe  had  they 
waked  him,  or  that  they  might  not  be  detained  by  him.  Or  per- 
haps, fays  the  Scholialt,  the  poet  thus  ordered  it  with  a  view  to  the 
fequel ;  fince  had  he  not  been  landed  thus  filently.  and  at  once  left 
alone,  the  fuitors  would  have  learned  his  arrival  and  have  ilain 
him. — Bt  &  C. 

A  4  At 


S  ODYSSEY     XUI.    i39-i6«. 

At  his  departure  given  him  as  the  meed 

Due  to  his  wifdorti,  at  the  olive's  foot 

They  heap'd,  without  the  road,  left,  while  he  flept. 

Some  ncedj  watid'rer  fhould  invade  the  ftore. 

Then  homeward  thence  they  fpied.    Nor  Ocean's  God 

His  threats  forgot  denounced  againft  divine 

tJlyfles,  but  with  Jove  thus  firft  advifed. 

Eternal  Sire !  I  (hall  no  longer  (hare 
Refpe6l  and  reverence  among  the  Gods, 
Since  e'en  Phaeacia's  fons,  although  a  face:"  ) 

Derived  from  me,  my  pleafure  little  heed  *. 
Fpr  I  had  purpofed,  yet  with  many  a  ftorm 
To  vex  Ulyfies,  ere  he  reach'd  his  home, 
Though  finally  to  link  whom  thou  hadft  fvvorn 
At  laft  to  fave,  Was  never  my  defign. 
But  They  have  bOfne  him  fleeping  o'er  the  waves 
In  a  fwift  bark,  and  on  his  natiVc  fands 
Have  lay'd  him,  with  a  treafure  at  his  lidd 
Offtee,!,  of  tiffiied  raiment,  and  of  gold  ; 
A  ftore  furpafflng  all  that  he  had  own'd^ 
Had  he  returned  in  peace,   and  ftill  poflefs^d 
His  whole  allotment  of  the  fpoils  of  Troy. 

To  vvhom  the  Sov'reign  of  the  realms  of  air. 


•  For  Pliaeix,  founder  of  the  race,  was   fon  of  Neptune  and 
Corcyra,  the  daughter  of  Afopus.— B,  &  C» 

What 
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Wliat  haft  thou  fpoken,  Shaker  of  the  fhores, 
Wide-ruling  Neptune  ?  Entertain  no  fear 
Of  aught  diflionourable  from  the  Gods ; 
The  Gods  will  tremble  to  difhonour  thee 
More  antient>  and  more  powerful  than  they. 
But  fhould,  profanely  ralli,  a  mortal  man 
Slight  thee,  revenge  is  ever  in  thy  pow'r, 
Accomplifh  all  thy  pleafure^  thou  art  free. 

Him  anfwer'd,  then,  the  Shaker  of  the  fhoreSo 
I  foon  would  ufe.  Dread  Sov'reign  of  the  dorms  ! 
The  freedom  which  thou  giv'il,  but  that  I  wait. 
Studious  through  fear,  to  learn  thy  pleafare,  iirll. 
ISlow,  therefore,  full  amid  the  dreary  Deep 
Will  I  deflroy  yon  fair  PhaDacian  bark^ 
Return'd  from  fafe  conveyanee  of  her  freight ; 
So  {hall  they  waft  fuch  wand'rers  home  no  more, 
And  fhe  fhall  hide  their  city,  to  a  rock 
Transform'd  of  mountainous  o'erfhadowing  fize  *. 

Hinij  then,  Jove  anfvver'd,  gath'rer  of  the  clouds. 
Perform  it,  O  my  brother,  and  the  deed 
Thus  done,  fhall  beft  be  done — What  time  the  fhip 
Shall  draw  the  gazing  citizens  to  mark 

•  We  are  told  by  Eu{tathius,  that  fome  in  his  time  affirmed  that 
a  rock,  refembling  a  fhip  in  the  form  of  it,  was  to  be  feen  fomewhere 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Corcyra,  which  he  fuppofes  mi^ht  ferve 
the  poet  with  a  hint  for  this  fidion. — C. 

1  Her 
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Her  near  approach,  convert  her  into  ftone 

Faft  by  the  beach,  but  leave  her  fhape  the  fame ; 
Then  lliall  they  wonder^  feeing  fuch  a  mafs 
Of  folid  rock  fixt  right  before  the  walls. 

This  heard,  at  once  the  Shaker  of  the  fhores 
To  fair  Phaeacian  Scheria  fetting  forth 
There  watch'd.     Erelong,  by  num'rous  oars  impell'd. 
The  flying  bark  had  wellnigh  reach'd  the  land, 
V/'hen  Neptune,  meeting  her,  vyith  outfpread  palm 
Deprefs'd  her  at  a  ftroke,  and  (he  became 
Deep-rooted  ftone.     Then  Neptune  went  his  way. 
Mean-time  th'  amazed  Phccacians,  as  they  flood 
Conferring,  to  each  other  thus  remark'd. 

Who  fiays  the  vefTel  faft  amid  the  waves  ? 
For,  all  afloat,  and  driven  by  the  force 
Of  all  her  oars,  this  moment  fhe  approached. 

So  fpake,  untaught  the  caufe  of  her  delay. 
The  people,  and  Alcinods  thus  replied. 

Ye  Gods  !  my  Father's  prophecy  now  ftrikcs 
My  mind  with  force,  for,  ofttimes  would  he  fay — 
Neptune  refents  it,  that  wc  fafe  conduct 
Natives  of  evVy  region  to  their  home. 
He  alfo  fpake,  prophetick,  of  a  day 
When  a  Phaeacian  gallant  bark,  returned 
After  conveyance  of  a  ftrangcr  hence. 
Should  perifli  in  the  dreary  Deep,  and  changed 

To 
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To  a  huge  mountain,  cover  all  the  town. 

So  fpake  my  father,  all  whofe  words  we  fee 
This  day  fulfiU'd.     Thus,  therefore,  acl  we  all 
Unanimous  ;  henceforth  no  longer  bear 
The  Granger  home,  when  fuch  fhall  here  arrive ; 
And  we  will  facrifice,  without  delay, 
Twelve  chofen  bulls  to  Neptune,  if,  perchance^ 
He  will  commifcrate  us,  and  forbear 
To  hide  our  town  behind  a  mountain*s  height. 

He  fpake,  they,  terrified,  the  bulls  prepared. 
Thus  all  Phaeacia's  Senators  and  Chiefs 
Pray'r  ofF'ring  as  they  flood,  encompafs'd  round 
The  altar  of  the  Sov'reign  of  the  Deep. 
Mean-time,  UlyfTes  from  his  native  foil. 
After  long  fleep,  arofe,  unconfcious  where. 
Through  years  of  abfence  and  the  fable  mift 
By  Pallas  caft  around  him,  that  his  friends 
His  citizens,  and  even  his  efpoufed 
Might  fail  in  recollecStion  of  his  form. 
Till,  with  herfelf  his  guide,  he  Aiot^^^d,  at  length, 
Avenge  him  well  on  all  his  impious  foes. 
All  objecls,  therefore,  in  the  Hero  s  eyes 
Seem'd  alien,  Icvell'd  roads,  commodious  ports, 
Heav*n-climbing  rocks,  and  trees  of  amplcfl  growth. 
Ariiing,  fixt  he  flood,   his  native  foil 
Contemplating,  till  with  expanded  palms 

Both 
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Both  thighs  he  fmote,  and,  plaintive,  thus  began. 

Ah  me  !  what  mortal  race  inhabits  here  ? 
Rude  are  they,  contumacious  and  unjufl. 
Or  hofpltable,  and  who  fear  the  Gods  ? 
Where  now  fhall  I  fecrete  thefe  num'rous  ftores  ? 
Where  wander  I,  myfelf  ?  I  would  that  Itill 
Phaeacians  own'd  them,  and  fome  other  Prince, 
More  faithful,  had  rcceiv'd  me  at  his  board. 
Who  would  have  fent  me  to  my  native  home. 
Now,  neither  know  I  where  to  place  my  wealth, 
Nor  can  I  lc:ivc  it  here,  left  it  become 
Another's  prey.     Alas!  Phaeacia's  Chiefs 
Not  altogether  wife  I  deem  or  juft. 
Who  have  mifplaced  me  in  another  land, 
Promis'd  to  bear  me  to  the  pleafant  (hores 
Of  ithaca,  but  have  not  fo  perform'd. 
Jove,  guardian  of  the  fuppllant's  rights,  who  all 
Tranfgrefibrs  marks,  and  punifhes  all  wrong. 
Avenge  me  on  the  treach'rous  race  ! — but  hold— 
I  will  revife  my  ft  ores,  that  I  may  learn 
W  hat  precious  part  purloin'd  they  bore  away  *. 


So 


*  H;id  they  been  falfe  to  their  charge  and  placed  him  on  a  fliore 
to  which  he  had  not  direfted  them,  the  reafonable  inference  was 
that  they  had  alfo  robbed  him.  He  therefore  examines  his  ftores, 
not  to  fatibfy  any  anxiety  that  he  feels  on  their  account,  but  to  af- 
certain  a  poini  which   intcrcfts  him  much  more — whether  he  is 

actually 
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So  Taylng,  he  number'd  carefully  the  gold. 
The  vafes,  tripods  bright  and  tiffued  robes. 
But  nothing  mifs'd  pf  all.     Then,   pacing  flow 
The  border  of  the  loud-refounding  Deep, 
He  mourn'd  his  Ithaca  for  ever  loft 
With  tend'reft  grief.     But  Pallas,  now,  approach'd. 
She  feein'd  a  youthful  Ihepherd,  girlifh  fair 
In  feature,  fuch  as  are  the  fons  of  Kings  ; 
A  (liapely  mantle  and  of  ampleft  lize 
Her  wailt  inclofed  ;   her  nice  unfullied  feet 
Were  fandall'd,   and  a  javelin  fill'd  her  hand. 
Ulyfles,  joyful  at  the  fight,   his  fteps 
Turn'd  brifk  toward  her,  whom  he  thus  addrefs'd. 

Sweet  youth  I  fince  firft  of  all  men  native  here 
I  thee  encounter,  come  not  with  defigns 
Of  harm  to  me,  but  fave  me,  and  preferve 
My  treafures  alfo  ;  for  I  clafp  thy  knees  j 

With  humbleft  fuit,  and  pray  as  to  a  God. 
And  tell  me,  for  I  much  defire  to  learn. 
What  land  ?  what  people  ?  who  inhabit  here  ? 
Is  this  fome  pleafant  iflanci,  or  a  fliore 
Of  fruitful  main-land  floping  to  the  Tea  ? 

actually  in  Ithaca,  or  not. — B.  Sc  C.  And  though  it  appears  after- 
ward that  he  was  ftill  unconvinced,  that  is  no  proof  that  he  did  not 
make  the  experiment  with  a  hope  of  convittion. 

Then 


14  ODYSSEY     XIII.    179— J<y. 

Then  thus  the  Goddefs  of  the  azure  eyes. 
Stranger  !  thou  fure  art  fimple,   or  haft  dwelt 
Far  diltant  hence,    if  of  this  land  thou  alk. 
It  is  not,  truft  mc,  of  fo  little  note. 
But  known  to  many,  both  to  thofe  who  dweU 
Toward  the  funrife,  and  to  others  placed 
Behind  it,   diftant  in  the  duflcy  Weft. 
Rugged  it  is,  not  yielding  level  courfe 
To  the  fwift  fteed,  and  yet  no  barren  fpot. 
However  fmall,  but  rich  in  wheat  and  wine  ; 
Nor  wants  it  rain  or  fertilizing  dew. 
But  pafturc  green  to  goats  and  beeves  affords. 
Trees  of  all  kinds,  and  fountains  never  dry. 
Ithaca  therefore,  ftranger,  is  a  name 
Known  ev'n  at  Troy,  a  city,  by  report. 
At  no  fmall  diftance  from  Achaia's  fliore. 

The  Goddefs  ceafed  ;  then,  toil-enduring  Chief 
Ulyfles,  happy  in  his  native  land, 
(So  taught  by  Pallas,  progeny  of  Jove) 
With  unembarrafs'd  readinefs  return'd 
Not  truth,  but  figments  to  truth  oppofite. 
For  guile,  in  Him,  ftood  never  at  a  paufe. 

The  fame  of  Ithaca  far  hence  I  learn'd 
In  fpacious  Crete,  and  now,  with  thefe  my  flores. 
Leaving  behind  me,  for  my  childrens'  ufe, 

An 
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An  equal  fliare,  have  reach'd,  myfelf,  the  place  *. 

For  flaughter  of  Orfilochus,  I  fled, 

Son  of  Idomeneus,  a  youth  renown'd 

Paft  all  for  fpeed.     His  purpofe  was  to  feize 

My  whole  rich  portion  of  the  fpoils  of  Troy, 

Earn'd  with  much  toil  in  fight  and  on  the  Deep, 

For  that  I  would  not  gratify  the  King 

His  Father,  as  his  fervant  in  the  field. 

Who  was,  myfelf,  a  Chief.     Him,  therefore,  late 

Returning  from  the  field,  in  ambufh  placed 

At  the  way-lide  with  a  confedVate  friend, 

I  wounded  with  my  fpear.      It  was  a  night 

Of  fuch  thick  darknefs,  that  unfeen  we  watch'd 

His  coming,  and  I  flew  him,  unperceived. 

Thus,  by  my  glitt'ring  fpear  tranfpierced,  he  died. 

And  I,  with  earnefl  fuit,  and  at  the  cofl 

Of  much  that  I  had  brought  from  Ilium,  won 

The  crew  of  a  Phaeacian  gallant  bark 

To  bear  me  thence  to  Pylus,  or  the  fhorcs 

Of  Elis^  by  the  brave  Epeans  ruled. 

But  they,  reluctant,  were  by  violent  winds 

Driv'n  devious  thence,  for  fraud  they  purpofed  none. 

We,  therefore,  wand'ring,  here  arrived  by  night, 

*  Homer  dates  all  the  fiaions  of  UlyfTts  from  Crete,  as  if  hs 
meant  to  pafs  a  fimilar  cenfure  on  the  Cretans  to  that  quoted  by  St. 

Paul— KpiiTsj  ail  vJ/£'J;:i(.— -F, 

And. 
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And  with  much  dijfHculty  pufh*d  the  (hip 
Into  fafe  harbour,  where,  negle6ling  food 
Though  pinch'd  with  hunger,  we  with  one  confent 
AH  left  the  bark,  and  on  the  beach  repofcd, 
I,  weary,  flept  profound,  and  they  my  goods 
Forth  heaving  from  the  fhip,  befide  me  placed 
The  treafures  on  the  fea-beach  where  I  flept. 
Then,  leaving  me  difconfolate,  rcfumed 
Their  feats  on  board,  and  Sidon  fought,  their  home. 

He  ceafed  ;  then  fmilcd  the  Goddefs  azure-eyed 
And  now,  in  form  a  damfel,  fair  and  tall 
And  well-accomplifh'd,  ftroak'd  his  cheek  and  faid. 

Who  pafles  thee  in  artifice  well-framed 
And  in  impoflurc  various,  need  (h^ll  find 
Of  all  his  policy,  although  a  God. 
Can  ft  thou  not  ceafc,  inventive  as  thou  art 
And  fubtle,  from  the  wiles  which  thou  haft  lov'd 
Since  thou  waft  infant,  and  from  tricks  of  fpeeclx. 
Deluftve,  even  in  thy  native  land  ? 
But  come,  difmifs  we  thefe  ingenious  fliifts 
From  our  difcourfe,  in  which  we  both  excel  j 
For  thou  of  all  men  in  expedients  moft 
Abound'fl  and  eloquence,  and  I,  throughout 
All  heav'n  have  praife  for  wifdom  and  for  art, 
And  know'ft  thou  not  thine  Athenscan  aid, 
Pallas,  Jove's  daughter,  who  in  all  thy  toils 

Aftia 
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Affift  thee  and  defend  ?  I  gnve  thee  powV 

T'  engage  the  hearts  of  all  Phfeacia's  Tons, 

And  meet  thee  now,  that,  here,  wc  may  concert 

*rily  future  courfc,  and  I  will  hide  the  ftores 

Giv'n  to  thee  by  the  rich  Phseacian  Chiefs 

On  my  fuggeftion,  at  thy  going  thence. 

By  me  inftru6ted,  thou  (halt  alfo  learn 

What  grievous  troubles  thou  art  doom'd  t'  endure 

In  thy  own  houfe ;  which,  fmce  conftraint  enjoins. 

Bear  patiently,  nOr  cither  man  apprize 

Or  woman  there^  that  thou  haft  reach'd  thine  home 

A  wand'rer  and  forlorn,  but  filent  bcaf 

What  wrongs  foever  from  the  hands  of  men  '» 

To  whom  UlyfTesj  ever  wife>  replied. 
Oh  Goddels  1  Thou  chn'fl.  readily  afTume 
A  thoufand  fliapes,  too  various  to  be  known 
By  mortal  man  with  eafe,  however  wife. 
But  this  I  know,  that  while  Achaia's  fons 
At  Ilium  fought,  I  found  thee  ftill  a  friend. 
And  that,  thofe  lofty  tow'rs  in  aihes  laid, 

•  If  neverthelefs  Ulylles  difcovers  himfelf  in  the  fequel»  unwii- 
lingly  indeed,  to  Euryclea  in  the  firft  Inftance,  but  willingly  to 
Telemaclius,  Euma;ui,  and  one  or  two  others,  it  appears  thai  he 
was  wifer  than  Minerva  herfelf,  who  here  diref^s  him  to  difcover 
himfelf  to  nobody.  The  refult  is,  fays  Euftathius,  that,  according 
to  llie  proverh-'/ao/id  theughtt  are  heji.  Al  ^»vTtf«»  •:Tu^  (pfotT^a. 
trofurtfcci.—Ct, 

VOL.  iv.  %  That 
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That  fliore  forfaken,  and  the  Greecian  hofl: 
Divided,  I  beheld  thee  never  more. 
Nor  once  thine  aid  experienced  on  the  Deep, 
But  wander'd  ever  v^^ith  a  broken  heart 
From  (bore  to  fbore,  till  wafted  to  the  coaft 
Of  fruitful  Scherie  by  a  Pow'r  divine. 
I  felt  thy  cheering  influence,  and  thyfelf 
Did'ft  guide  my  doubtful  footfleps  to  the  town. 
But  I  adjure  thee  in  thy  father*s  name — 
Speak  truly — for  I  fear  that  I  have  found 
Some  other  foil,  and  that  to  footh  my  pains 
With  pleafing  fi6lion  is  thy  fole  defign. 
Are  thefe  my  native  rocks  ?  and  have  I  reach'd 
Indeed,  my  long-regretted  home  at  laft  ? 

Then  thus  the  blue-eyed  Goddefs  in  return. 
Such  is  the  mind  that  in  thy  bofom  holds 
Dominion  ever ;  therefore  thy  diftrefs 
Infures  me  flill  thy  friend,  nor  can  I  leave 
When  moft  he  needs  me,  one  endued,  as  thou. 
With  fluent  fpeech,  quick  thought,  and  felf-control. 
For  what  man,  fave  Ulyfles,  new-return'd 
After  long  wand'rings,  would  not  hafte  to  fee 
At  once  his  home,  his  children,  and  his  wife  ? 
But  thou,  more  cautious,  can'fl  endure  to  want 
All  fuch  delights,  till  firfl  thou  have  aflay'd 
Thy  confort's  truth,  who  flill,  as  fhe  was  wont. 

Abides 
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Abides  at  home,  in  forrow  for  thy  fake 
Confuming  night  and  day. — Full  well  I  knew 
Nor  doubted  once,  that,  all  thy  people  loft,' 
Thou  would^fl  return  alone,  but  could  not  choofe 
T'  oppofe  the  brother  of  my  father  Jove, 
Imperial  Neptune,  thy  determined  foe 
For  his  Cons  fake  deprived  of  fight  by  thee. 
But  know  thy  country  now  ;  confider  well 
Thefe  proofs  of  Ithaca,  and  be  convinced. 

This  is  the  port  of  Phorcys,  fea-born  fage  ; 
That,  the  huge  olive  at  the  haven's  head  ; 
Not  diftant  far  thou  fee'ft  the  pleafant  cove 
Umbrageous,  to  the  nymphs  devoted  named 
The  Naiads  ;  who  beneath  its  vaulted  roof 
Have  at  thy  pious  hands,  erewhile,  received 
Many  a  whole  hecatomb  ;  and  yonder  ftands 
The  mountain  Neritus  with  forefts  cioth'd. 

So  faying,  flie  chafed  the  vapour,  and  the  fcene 
All  open'd  on  his  view  ;  then  gladnefs  fill'd 
Ulyfles'  heart,  long  time  to  woe  inured  ; 
He  kifs'd  the  foil,  and,  with  uplifted  hands 
In  fervent  pray'r,  the  Naiads  thus  adored. 

Nymphs  of  thefe  rills,  Jove's  daughters  1  I  defpair'd 
To  fee  you  more,  whom  yet  with  happy  vows 
I  now  can  hail  again.     Gifts,  as  of  old,    . 
We  will  hereafter  at  your  fhrines  prefent, 

B  a  If 
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If  JoV4i-born  Pallas,  huntrefs  of  the  fpoll?. 
Grant  life  to  me,  and  manhood  to  my  fon. 

Then  Pallas,  blue-eyed  progeny  of  Jove. 
Take  courage  ;  trouble  not  thy  mind  with  thoughts 
^Now  needlefs.     Far  within  this  hallow 'd  cave 
We  will  conceal,  that  thine  they  may  remain, 
Thefe  treafures,  and  will  fliape  thy  future  courfe 
In  mutual  conf 'rence,  next,  as  boft  we  may. 

She  fpake,  and  deep  into  the  gloomy  vault 
Defcending,  all  its  fccret  nooks  explored 
From  fide  to  fide  ;  mean-time,  Ulyfles  brought 
His  treafures  near,  the  gold,  the  tempered  llecl^ 
And  robes  magnificent,  his  gifts  received 
From  the  Phaeacians  ;  fafc  he  lodg'd  them  all. 
And  Pallas,  daughter  of  Jove  aegis-arm'd, 
Clofcd  fart,  herfelf,  the  cavern  with  a  Hone. 

Then,  on  the  confecrated  olive's  root 
Both  feated,  they  in  confultation  plann'd 
The  deaths  of  thofc  injurious  fuitors  proud, 
And  Pallas,  blue-eyed  Goddefs,  thus  begiin'V 

Laertes*  noble  fon,  Ulyfi^js  !   think 
By  what  means  likelieft  thou  thalt  allail 
Thofe  (hamelefs  fuitors,  who  have  now  controlled 

*  The  Olive  was  facred  to  Pallas,  who  was  the  patronefs  of  that 
tree  in  particular.  The  Goddefs  therefore  and  Ulyfles  confulting 
together>  could  not  have  found  a  feat  more  fuitablc. — B.  Sc  C. 

1  hrce 
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Three  years  thy  family,  thy  matchlefs  wife 
With  language  amorous  and  fpoufal  gifts 
Urging  importunate ;  while  flie,  with  tears 
Watching  thy  wifh'd  return,  hope  gives  to  alt 
With  meflages  of  promife  foothing  each^ 
But  frames  far  other  purpofes  the  while. 

Then  anfwer  thusUlyfles  wife  return'd. 
Ah,  Agamemnon's  miferable  fate 
Had  furely  met  me  in  my  own  abode, 
But  for  thy  gracious  warning,  powV  divine  ^ 
Come  then — Devife  the  means ;  thyfelf  prefcribe 
My  way  to  vengeance,  and  my  foul  infpire 
With  daring  fortitude,  as  when  we  loos*d 
Her  radiant  frontlet  from  the  brows  of  Troy, 
Would  ft  thou  with  equal  zeal,  O  Pallas  !  aid 
Thy  fervant  here,  I  would  encounter  thrice 
An  hundred  enemies,  let  me  but  perceive 
Thy  dread  divinity  my  prompt  ally. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  the  Goddefs  azure-eyed. 
That  fuit  I  grant  thee  gladly  ;  fide  by  fide 
We  will  achieve  our  glorious  labour,  then  j 
And,  truft  me,  thofe  proud  fuitors  who  confume 
Thy  fubftance  now,  (hall  ftain  thy  marble  floor. 
Each  with  his  blood,  for  payment  of  the  wrong. 

But  come— for  I  will  give  thee,  now,  t'  elude 
All  human  knowledge  ;  on  thy  fupple  limbs 

B  3  The 
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The  Ikin  fhall  wither  ;  I  will  caufe  thee  fhed 
Thy  wavy  locks  ;  I  will  infold  thee  round 
In  fuch  a  kirtle  as  the  eyes  of  all 
Shall  loath  to  look  on  ;  and  I  will  deform 
With  blurring  rheums  thy  eyes,  fo  vivid  erft  ; 
That  all  alike,  the  fuitors,  and  thy  fpoufe. 
And  thy  own  fon  (hall  deem  thee,  fo  difguifed. 
Some  iordid  wretch  obfcure.     But  feek  thou  firft 
Thy  fwineherd's  manlion  ;  for  his  faithful  heart 
Still  bears  thee  firm  allegiance,  and  he  loves 
7"hy  confort  and  thy  fon  ;  the  watchful  fwain 
Now  tends  his  herd  ;  they  feed  beneath  the  rock 
Corax  *,  at  lide  of  Aretbufa's  fount. 
On  acorns  dieted,  nutritious  food 
To  them,  and  drinking  of  the  limpid  ftream. 
There  waiting,  queflion  him  of  thy  concerns^ 
While  I  from  Sparta  praifed  for  women  fair 
Call  home  thy  fon  Telemachus,  a  gueft 
With  Menelaus  now,  whom  to  confult 
In  fpacious  Lacedsemon  he  is  gone. 
Anxious  to  learn  if  yet  his  father  lives. 
To  whom  Ulyfles,  cver-wife,  replied. 

*  So  called  from  a  hunter  of  that  name,  who,  iis  puifuit  of  hr» 
fport,  fell  from  the  fummit  of  this  rock  and  died.  His  mother 
Arethu/a, .  inconfolable  for  his  death,  flrangled  herfelf.  Four 
fountains  bore  her  name— One  in  Syracufc,  one  in  Smyrna,  one  in. 

Chalcis,  and  tliis  in  Ithaca.— -3.  k  C. 

And 
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And  why,  alas  !  all-knowing  as  thou  art. 
Him  lefl'ft  thou  ignorant  ?  was  it  that  he. 
He  alfo,  wandVing  wide  the  barren  Deep, 
Might  fufFer  woe,  while  thefe  his  wealth  devour  ? 

To  whom  the  blue-eyed  Deity  replied. 
Grieve  thou  not  much  for  him.     I  fent  him  forth 
Myfelf,  that  there  arrived,  he  might  acquire 
Honour  and  fame.     No  fufF'rings  finds  he  there. 
But  in  Atrides'  palace  fafe  refides. 
Enjoying  all  abundance.     Him,  in  truth. 
The  fuitors  watch  clofe  ambtifh'd  on  the  Deep, 
Intent  to  flay  him  ere  he  reach  his  home. 
But  thofe  devourers  of  thy  flocks  and  herds 
Shall  find  a  tomb,  I  doubt  not,  firft,  themfelves. 

So  faying,  the  Goddefs  touch'd  him  with  a  wand. 
At  once  o'er  all  his  agile  limbs  (he  parch'd 
The  polifh'd  flcin  ;  (he  wither'd  to  the  root 
His  wavy  locks,  and  cloth'd  him  with  the  hide 
Deform'd  of  wrinkled  age  ;  fhe  charged  with  rheums 
His  eyes  before  lb  vivid,  and  a  cloak 
And  kirtle  gave  him,  tatter' d,  both,  and  foul. 
And  fmutch'd  with  flnoke  ;  then,  cafting  over  all 
An  huge  old  hairlefs  deer-flcin,  with  a  ftaff" 
She  fiU'd  his  fhrivell'd  hand,  and  gave  him,  lafl, 
A  wallet  patch'd  all  over,  and  that,  ftrung 
With  twifted  tackle,  dangled  at  his  fide. 

B  4  Thus 
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Thus  all  their  plan  adjufted,  ditFVent  ways 
They  took,  and  fhe  to  Lacedaemon's  vale 
In  queil  of  young  Telemachus  repair'd  *. 

•  Here  it  is,  as  Madame  Dacier  obferves,  that  the  poet  returns 
to  the  matter  from  which  he  has  digrefled  ever  fmce  we  quitted 
Telemachus  at  the  end  of  the  4th  book.  In  the  nine  fucceeding 
books  has  been  related  all  that  befell  Ulyffes  after  his  departure 
from  Troy  till  his  arrival  in  Ithaca.  And  it  is  a  proof  of  the  poet's 
art,  flie  fays,  which  merits  our  admiration.  The  Aflion  ot  the 
Odyfley  was  too  long  to  be  continued  in  a  regular  feries.« — Homer 
tliercfore  has  had  retjourfe  to  an  artificial  order,  beginning  his 
poem  with  an  enumeration  of  fuch  incidents  as  happened  laft,  and 
returning  from  them  to  others  of  an  earlier  date. 

Bariies  fuggefts,  and  as  Clarke  obferves,  not  improperly,  that 
this  book  might  better  conclude  with  the  transformation  of  Ulyfies, 
jhe  two  laft  lines  of  it  being  carried  over  tp  jhe  beginning  pf  th§ 
pc-xt. 
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ARGUMENT 


OF  THE 


FOURTEENTH     BOOK, 


Viyiki  arriving  at  the  houfe  of  Eumsus,  is  liofpitably  entcrtaiuc4t 
and  fpenJs  the  night  there. 


BOOK      XIV, 

J^EAviN'G  the  baven-{ide,  he  turn'd  his  ftepa 
Into  a  rugged  path  o'er  woodland  heights. 
Where  Palias  had  dire<£led  him  to  feck 
The  noble  fwineherd,  who  of  all  his  train 
Watch'd  with  moft  diligence  his  rural  (lores'* 
Him  fitting  in  the  veftibule  he  found 
Of  his  own  airy  lodge  commodious,  built 
Amidft  a  level  lawn.     1  hat  ftru6turc  neat 
Eumrcus^  in  the  abfence  of  his  Lord^ 

*  AToi  vipoffvc— ,-Thc  Avineherd's  was  therefore  in  thofe  days, 
and  in  that  country,  an  occupation  honourable  as  well  as  ufeful. 
Barnes  deems  the  epithet  ^To-,  fi|;iuficant  of  his  noble  birtli. — C. 

Had 
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Had  raired,  himfelf,  with  flones  from  quarries  hewn. 

Unaided  by  Laertes  or  the  Queen. 

With  tangled  thorns  he  fenced  it  fafe  around. 

And  with  contiguous  flakes  riv'n  from  the  trunks 

Of  folid  oak  black-grain'd  enclofed  the  fpot. 

Twelve  pens  he  made  within,  all  fide  by  fide. 

Lairs  for  his  fwine,  and  faft-immured  in  each 

Lay  fifty  pregnant  females  on  the  floor. 

The  males  all  flept  without,  lefs  numVous  far,  * 

Tbinn'd  by  the  princely  wooers  ;  for  to  them 

He  ever  fent  the  fattefl  of  his  charge. 

Three  hundred,  ltill_,  and  fixty  brawns  remained. 

Four  maftives  in  adjoining  kennels  lay, 

Refembling  wild-bcafts,  which  himfelf,  to  guard 

His  herds  from  theft  or  violence,  fuftain'd. 

There,  fhapittg  fandals  to  his  feet  he  fat. 

Carved  from  a  coloured  hide  of  brightefl:  hvie, 

A  well-fed  bullock's  hide.     Four  hinds  be  kept. 

Of  whom  three,  now,  were  bufied  in  the  pens 

Or  in  the  pafture,  and  a  fourth  had  fought 

The  city,  whither,  for  the  fuitors'  ufe. 

With  no  good  will,  but  by  condraint,  he  drove 

A  boar,  that,  facrificing  to  the  Gods, 

Th*  imperious  guells  might  on  his  flcfh  regale   . 

The 

*  Homer  here  defcribes  Eumarus  as  the  ffv^corri<,  ofy^xi/.t<;  mo^m, — 
liicrally — the  fwinchcrd,  Prince  of  raen.      By  wl  ich  phrafe  Euda- 

thiws. 
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The  watch  dogs  fiiddenly  perceiv'd  him  near 
And  barking  ran  to  him  ;  he,  well-adviled, 
Shrank  to  his  hams,  and  cad  his  ftafFafar. 
Yet,  even  there,  hard  meafure  had  he  found 
And  fhameful,  worried,  wellnigh  at  the  door 
Of  his  own  herdfman's  houfe,  but  that  the  fwain 
Following  his  dogs  in  haftc,  fprang  through  the  porch 
To  fuccour  him,  and,  quitting,  as  he  ran 
The  feafon'd  hide,  with  threats  and  vollied  ftones 
Difperfed  them  all,  then  thus  his  Lord  befpake. 

Old  man  !  one  moment  more,  and  thefe  my  dogs 
Had,  paft  doubt,  worried  thee,  whothould'ft  have  proved. 
So  flain,  a  fource  of  obloquy  to  me  *. 
But  other  pangs  the  Gods,  and  other  woes 
To  me  affign,  who  fit  lamenting  here 
My  godlike  mafler,  and  his  fatted  fwinc 

thius  underftands  the  poet  to  intend  a  perfon  having  authority  over 
ethers,  but  Clarke  thinks  it  an  epithet  given  indifcriminately  in 
Homer's  ufe  of  it,  to  any  m;in  dilHnguifhed  from  the  generality  by 
whatfoever  caufe.  Aware  that  the  two  images  of  a  fwineherd  and 
a  Prince,  in  fuch  clofe  connexion,  would  have  a  ludicrous  etfcd  in 
Englifti,  the  tranilator  has  omitted  them. 

*  Plutarch  obferves  it  as  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  generofity  oi 
a  maftifF  that  he  will  not  feize  a  pcrlon  who  by  his  pofture  and 
manner  makes  it  plain  that  he  has  no  defign  to  refift.  But  it 
appears  from  what  is  faid  by  Euma:us,  that  this  fhift  of  Ulylfes 
would  not  have  faved  him,  and  that  the  dogs  at  laft  were  only  to 
be  quieted  by  the  interference  of  iJicir  malitrr, — C 

m  Nouridi 
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Nourifh  for  others'  life,  while  he,  perchance, 
A  wand'rer  in  fome  foreign  city,  fecks 
Fit  fuftenance,  and  none  obtains,  if  flill 
Indeed  he  live,  and  view  the  light  of  day. 
But,  old  friend  1  follow  me  into  the  houfe, 
That  thou,  at  leaft,  with  plenteous  food  refrcfh'd. 
And  cheer'd  with  wine  fufficient,  may'il  difclofe 
Whence  thou  arriv'd,  and  what  thou  haft  endured. 

So  faying,  the  gcn'rous  fwineherd  introduced 
UlyfTcs,  and  thick  bundles  fprcad  of  twigs 
Beneath  him,  covcr'd  with  the  Hiaggy  ikin 
Of  a  wild  goat,  of  which  he  made  his  CQUch 
Eafy  and  large  ;  the  Hero,  fo  received, 
Rejoiced,  and  thus  his  gratitude  cxprefs'd. 

My  gentle  hoft !  Jove  grant  thee,  and  the  Gods 
All  grant  thee,  for  this  deed,  thy  heft  defire  ! 

To  whom,  Eumaeus,  thou  did'fr  thus  reply, 
My  gueft  !  It  were  unjuft  to  treat  with  fcorn 
The  Itranger,  though  a  poorer  fhould  arrive 
Than  even  thou  ;  for  all  the  poor  that  arc. 
And  all  the  ftrangersarc  the  care  of  Jove. 
J^ittlc,  aiid  wi'.Ii  good  will,  js  all  that  lies 
Within  my  fcopc  ;  for  fcrvants,  ovcr-awcJ 
By  young  and  haughty  maltcrs,  ra.^not  nvach. 
Myrigh'ful  Lo.d — his  fafc  return,  no  doubt. 
The  Gcds  ha\  c  hindcr'd  ;  I  had,  clfi'.  received 

3  Frofia 
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From  Him,  fucb  rccompence  as  fervants  gain 
From  gen'roLis  mailers,  houfe,  allotted  land, 
And  a  fair  bride  from  many  a  wooer  won. 
For,  by  decree  of  hcav'n,  mueb  profit  pays 
Much  labour,  as  my  never-ccaling  care 
Of  tbcfe  evinces,  yielding  large  increafc. 
Much  bad  I,  therefore,  profper'd,  bad  mv  Lord 
Grown  old  at  home  ;  but  he  returns  no  more  ; 
And  oh  1   that  Helen's  houfe  bad,  one  and  alb 
Died  as  He  died,  fur  Ihe  bath  many  llain 
Who,  like  my  matter,  went  to  feck  renown 
For  Agamemnon  in  the  fields  of  Troy. 

So  faying,  he  girdled,  quick,  bis  tunick  clofe. 
And,  iiluing,  fought  the  ftyes  ;  thence  bringing  two 
Of  the  imprifon'd  herd,  he  flaughter'd  both, 
Singed  them,  and  flafhed  and  fpitted  them,  and  placed 
The  whole  well-roafted  banquet,  fpits  and  all, 
Reeking  before  UlyiTes  ;  laft,  with  flour 
He  fprinklcd  them,  and  filling  with  rich  wiqe 
His  ivy-goblet,  oppolite  re pofed, 
And  thus,  encouraging  his  gueO,  began. 

Now,  itranger,  eat.     A  fcrvant's  homely  fare 
I  fet  before  thee  ;  for  the  fatted  fwine, 
Nor  fearing  vengeance,  nor  by  pity  fway'd 
The  fuitors  claim.     But  their  injurious  deeds 
The  blcfied  Gods  approve  not ;  thev  refpecl 

The 
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The  juil  and  righteous  of  mankind  alone. 

The  worft  and  fierceil,  when  they  feek  for  fpoil 

A  foreign  fliore,  and  by  confent  of  Jove 

Seize  much,  their  fliips  once  laden,  panick-ftruck 

Left  vengeance  intercept  them,  hafte  away  *. 

But  thefe  men  rauft  have  furely  learn'd  from  hcav'n 

His  woful  end,  fince  neither  they  vouchfafe 

To  woo  with  decency,  nor  to  depart. 

Each  to  his  home,  but  deftitute  alike 

Of  fliame  and  fear,  unfparingly  devour 

What  yet  remains,  now  thrcat'ning  wafte  of  all. 

Jove  ne*er  hath  giv'n  us  yet  the  night  or  day 

When  with  a  fmgle  viclim,  or  with  two 

They  would  content  them,  and  his  empty  jars 

Witnefs  how  faft  the  fquand'rers  ufe  his  wine. 

Time  was,  when  he  was  rich  indeed  ;  fuch  wealth 

On  yonder  continent  no  Ruler  own'd. 

Nor  yet  in  Ithaca ;  no  twenty  Chiefs 

Could  match  with  all  their  treafures  his  alone  ; 

I  tell  thee  their  amount.     Twelve  herds  ^  of  his 

•  This  paflage,  the  true  meaning  of  which  has  been  much  dis- 
puted, is  here  rendered  according  to  the  fenfe  of  it  given  by 
Clarke,  who  differs  widely,  in  his  interpretatipn  of  it,  not  only 
from  Barnes,  but  from  Euftathius  alfo  and  Cafaubon.  But  he  differs 
from  them  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  obfervation  made  by 
EumiEus. 

t  Herds  confiding,  no  doubt,  of  horfes  as  well  as  of  oxen  ;  for 
the  word  dyiM  is  ufed  to  exprefs  a  number  of  either.— C. 

The 
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The  mainland  graze*  ;  as  many  flocks  of  Iheep ; 
Droves  of  fat  fwine  as  numVous  ;  and  his  friends 
And  hireling  fwains  there  nourifli  for  his  ufe 
As  many  flocks  of  goats  ;  nor  thefe  are  all. 
But  other  goats  befides,  eleven  flocks 
Browfc  on  the  margin  of  his  fields  at  home. 
Myfelf,  the  while,  attentive  watch  the  breed 
Which  hovel  here,  and  ever,  as  they  thrive, 
.Seledl,  at  their  command,  for  them,  the  beft. 

While  thus  he  fpake,  UlyfTes  ate  and  drank 
With  eager  hafte,  but  fllent ;  for  the  means 
Of  jufl:  revenge  employ'd  his  ev'ry  thought. 
At  length,  his  raging  appetite  appeafed, 
Eumasus  gave  him,  charged  with  wine,  the  cupfyV/) 
From  which  he  drank  himfelf ;  he,  glad,  receiv'd  -  5A 
The  booH,  and  in  wing'd  accents  thus  began,  ,>Y 

And  who  was  he,  my  friend  !    by  thy  report 
So  brave  and  opulent,  who  purchafed  thee  ?         'Vriil 
Thou  fay'il  he  perifh'd  for  the  glory-fake 
Of  Agamemnon.     Name  him  ;  for  the  Gods 
Alone  can  tell — I  may,  perchance,  have  fcen 
And  may  afford  thee  tidings  of  thy  Lord, 

*  It  may  be  proper  to  fugged  that  Ulyfles  was  lord  of  part  of 
the  continent  oppofite  to  Ithaca  —viz. — of  the  peninfula  Nericus  or 
Leaca,  which  afterward  became  an  ifland,  and  is  now  called  Santa 
Maura.  — F. 

A  For 
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For  I  have  roam'd,  ftiyfelf,  through  many  a  clime* 

To  whom  the  noble  fwineherd  thus  replied. 
Alas,  old  man  !  no  traveler's  tale  of  him 
Will  gain  his  confort's  credence,  or  his  Ton's  j 
For  vvand'rerSj  wanting  entertainment,  forger 
Falfehoods  for  bread,  and  wilfully  deceive. 
Of  all  fuch  random  guefts,  none  fails  to  contt 
With  feign'd  intelligence  the  Queen's  regard  ; 
She  welcomes  all,  and  while  fhe  queftions  eae^h 
Minutely,  from  her  lids  lets  fall  the  tear 
Of  tender  grief,  as  well  befeems  a  wife 
Whofe  mate  hath  perifh  d  in  a  diftant  land- 
Thou  could'ft  thyfclf,  no  doubt,  my  hoary  friend  I 
(Would  any  furnith  thee  with  decent  veft 
And  mantle)  fabricate  a  tale  with  eafe  ; 
Yet,  doubtlefs,  dogs  and  fowls  of  rapid  wing 
His  bones  have  bared,  or  tifhcs  of  the  Deep 
Have  eaten  him,  and  on  the  mainland  coaft 
Whelm'd  in  deep  fands  the  mould'ring  relicts  He. 
'So  hath  he  periih'd,  to  the  long  regret 
Of  all  his  friends,  but  moft  of  all  to  mine, 
For  I  (hall  find  no  maftcr  mild  as  he, 
Though  I  ftiould  feek  one  even  in  the  hoiife 
Of  my  own  parents.    Neither  yearns  my  heart 
So  feelingly  (though  that  dcfiring  too) 
To  fee  once  more  my  parents  and  my  home. 

As 
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As  to  belioid  UlyfTes  yet  again. 
Him  though  not  prefent  here,  nny  gueft !  I  name 
With  fihal  revVence  ;  for  he  lov'd  me  muchj 
Cared  for  me  much,  and,  though  we  meet  no  more. 
Holds  ftill  an  elder  brother's  part  in  me. 

Him  anfvver'd,  then,  the  Hero  toil-inuredi 
My  friend  1  fince  hopelefs  of  thy  Lord's  return^ 
Thou  art  thus  refolute  in  unbelief, 
I  will  not  merely  fay,  but  I  will  fwear 
Moil  truly,  that  UlyfTes  comes  again  ; 
And  thou  {halt  clothe  me,  foon  as  he  arrives, 
in  recompenfe  of  this  my  gladfome  news, 
"VVith  a  fair  vefl  and  mantle,  which,  although 
Much  needing  raiment,  I,  till  then,  refufe ; 
For,  as  the  gates  of  Hades,  I  detefi: 
The  fordid  wretch,  whom  want  can  tempt  to  lie* 
Be  Jove,  of  all  in  heav'n,  my  witnefs  firft. 
Then,  this  thy  hofpitable  board,  and,  laft. 
The  houfehold  Gods  of  the  illuftrious  Chief 
Himfelf,  UlyfTes,  to  whofe  gates  I  go, 
That  all  my  words  fhall  furely  be  fulfiU'd. 
In  this  fame  year  Ulyfles  fhall  arrive  ; 
Ere,  this  month  clofed,  another  month  fucceed 
He  fhall  return,  and  punilb  all  who  dare 
Infult  his  confort  and  his  noble  fon. 
To  whom  Eumaeus,  thou  didft  thus  reply. 

VOL.  IV.  G  Old 
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Old  friend  !  nor  cloak  nor  vefl  thy  gladfome  news 

Will  ever  earn  ;  Ulyfles  comes  no  more. 

Drink,  therefore,  quietly,  and  feek  a  theme 

Lefs  painful ;  for  recalling  to  my  mind 

My  noble  mafter^  thou  haft  filfd  afrefli 

My  troubled  foul  with  forrow  for  his  Hike. 

hct  the  oath  red,  and  let  UlyfTcs  come 

Ev'n  as  myfclf,  and  as  Penelope, 

And  as  his  antient  father,  and  his  fon 

Godlike  Telemaehus,  all  wifh  he  may* 

Ay — there  I  feel  again — nor  ceafe  to  mouril 

His  fon  Telemaehus  ;  who,  when  the  Gods 

Had  rear'd  him  as  they  rear  a  thriving  plant. 

And  I  well  honed  that  neither  in  his  mind 

Or  perfon  he  fliould  aught  inferiour  prove 

To  bis  illuftrious  Sire,  bereft,  alas  ! 

By  fome  ftrange  influence,  human  or  divine. 

Of  all  found  inteUe6t,  hath  roam'd  away 

To  Pylus,  feeking  information  there 

Of  his  loft  father,  and  the  fuitors  watch. 

Mean-time,  in  ambufh  lurking,  his  return. 

That  the  laft  hope  of  all  Arcefias'  houfe 

May  perifli,  and  the  race  for  ever  fail. 

But  leave  we,  whether  he  be  fnared  and  flain 

(Whom  Jove  prote6l !)  or  whether  he  efcape. 

Him  alfo. — Now,  my  venerable  friend  I 

Rehearfe, 
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Rehearfe,  with  undiffcmbling  truth,  the  tale 

Of  thy  own  forrovvs. — Whence  art  thou,  and  who  ? 

Born  in  what  city,  from  what  parents  fprung  ? 

What  force  of  well-timed  oars  impell'd  the  bark 

Which  brought  thee  ?  Of  what  country  were  the  crew  ? 

And  why,  an  alien,  waft  thou  landed  here  ? 

For,  not  on  foot  thou  cam'fl:,  full  well  I  know. 

Him  anfwer'd,  then,  Ulyffcs  ever-wife. 
I  will  with  truth  refolve  thee  ;  and  if  here 
Within  thy  cottage  fitting,  we  had  wine 
And  food  for  many  a  day,  and  bufinefs  none 
But  to  regale  at  cafe  while  others  toiled, 
I  could  exhauft  with  cafe  the  circling  year 
Complete,  my  woes  rehearfing,  and,  at  lad 
Leave  unrehearfed  large  portion  of  the  toil 
And  anguifh,  by  the  Gods  aflign'd  to  me. 

1  boaft  me  fprung  from  anceftry  renown'd 

In  fpacious  Crete  ;  fon  of  a  wealthy  fire, 

Who  rear'd  a  num'rous  offspring  at  his  home 

Born  in  pure  wedlock;  but  an  humbler  mate. 

His  purchas'd  concubine,  gave  birth  to  me  *, 

Yet 

•  Euftathius  obfcrving  on  this  fiftuious  narrative  of  Ulyfles  ex- 
prefTes  himfelf  thus.  The  poet,  forefeeing  that  pofterity  would 
little  interell  itfelf  in  tfiles  fo  evidently  fabulous,  mingles  with  them 
both  Hiilorical  and  Geographical  truths,  and  has  recourfe  to  many 
other  means  of  fuitable  embellifliment,  adorning  his  poem  with 
variety  of  rhetorical  elegance,  and  by  every  art  of  allurement  guard- 

c  a  ing. 
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Yet  mCj  not  Icfs  than  tbofe  more  nobly  born, 

Callor  Hylacidcs  efteem'd  and  lov'd, 

For  hini  I  boa(l  my  father.     Him  in  Crete, 

While  yet  he  liv'd,  all  revcrene'd  as  a  God, 

So  rich,  fo  profj/rous,  and  fo  bled  was  he 

Vv'ilh  Ions  of  higheft  praife.     But  death,  the  doom 

Of  all,  him  bore  to  Pluto's  drear  abode, 

And  his  illultrious  fons  amono;  themfclves 

Portion'd  his  goods  by  lot  ;  to  me,  indeed, 

"ihey  gave  a  dwelling,  and  but  little  more; 

Yet,  for  my  virtuous  qualities,  I  won 

A  wealthy  bride  ;  for  no  dcgenVate  ftain 

Difhonour'd  mc,  nor  was  I  known  to  fear 

Whatever  foe,  though  now  bereft  of  all. 

But  mark  the  ftubblc  and  thou  canft  not  much 

ing  it  againft  that  negled  and  indifference  to  wnich  the  want  of 
truth  might  expofe  it. — C. 

Ibid : — Barnes  takes  occafion  from  the  firfl  line  of  this  fpeech  in 
the  original 

to  aflemble  a  number  of  Homer's  lines  which  rhime  in  the  fame 
manner.     Such  as 

AvTup  lyuv  o\Ko^o  im^  lao^/-   r,fA£T5f6>o. 

OyQ    Hpax^*;ij  aT   EtfiiTW  Oi%aXi>ji'. 

'Afyu  7r(zcrif/t/x«!7a,    irocf    A^i-rnarj  cfXEJiCflt.— C. 

Rhime  is  therefore  a  more  antient  in\'ention  than  it  is  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been,  for  it  is  certain  that  in  thefe  inftances  the  cor- 
refpondence  in  found  between  middle  and  end  could  not  be  cafual. 
The  poet,  however,  though  he  might  account  fuch  a  jingle  not 
nnpleafant,  has  pradifed  it  very  iparingly. 

Misjudge 
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Misjudge  the  grain  ;  In  truth  I  have  endured 

Much  tribulation;   heap'd  and  heavy  woes. 

Courage  and  phalanx-breaking  might  had  I 

From  Mars  and  Pallas  ;  and,  what  time  I  drew, 

(Planning  fbme  dread  exploit)  an  ambufh  forth 

Of  our  iiioft  valiant  Chiefs,  no  boding  fearS' 

Of  death  feized  mt,  but  foremoft  far  of  all 

I  fprang  to  fight,  and  pierced  the  flying  foe. 

Sueii  was  I  once  ia  arms.     But  houfehold  toils 

Suftain'd  for  children'  fake,  and  earking  cares 

T'  enrich  a  family,  my  foul  difdain'd. 

My  pleafures  were  the  gallant  bark,  the  din 

Of  battle,  the  fmooth  fpcar  and  gUtt'ring  fhaflt, 

Obje6ls  of  dread  to  others,  but  which  me 

The  Gods  difpoled  to  love  and  to  enjoy, 

For  diff 'rent  minds  arc  ditf 'rcntly  amufed  ; 

Ere  yet  the  Greecian  fleet  had  failed  to  Troy, 

Nine  times  was  I  commander  of  an  hoft 

Embark'd  againft  a  foreign  foe,  and  led 

My  valiant  bands,  each  time,  victorious  home. 

From  the  whole  booty,  firft,  what  pleasd  me  molt 

Choofing,  and  iharing  alfo  much  by  lot 

I  rapidly  grew  rich,  and  had  thenceforth 

Among  the  Cretans,  re v'rence  and  refpedl. 

But  when  loud-thund'ring  Jove  that  voyage  dire 

Ordain'd,  which  loos'd  the  knees  of  many  a  Greek, 

e  3  Then, 
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Then,  to  Idomeneus  and  me  they  gave 

The  charge  of  all  their  fleet,  which  how  to  avoid 

We  found  not,  fo  importunate  the  cry 

Of  the  whole  hoft  impell'd  us  to  the  tafk. 

There  fought  we  nine  long  years,  and  in  the  ttnili 

(Priam's  proud  city  pillag  d)  fought  again. 

But,  through  diflention  kindled  from  above^ 

With  difunited  fleets,  our  fev'ral  homes. 

Then  Jove,  dread  Governour  of  all,  devifed 

For  me  much  evil.     One  fhort  month  alone 

Giv'n  to  domeftic  pleafures,  I  enjoy'd 

My  wife,  my  children,  and  my  plenteous  gains^^ 

Then  fuddenly  refolved  with  fev'ral  fliips 

Weil-rigg'd,  and  furnifli'd  all  with  gallant  crews^ 

To  fail  for  ^gypt ;  nine  I  fitted  forth. 

To  which  flout  mariners  aflembled  fafl:. 

Six  days  the  chofen  part'ners  of  my  voyage 

Feafled,  to  whom  I  num'rous  vi6tims  gave 

For  facrifice,  and  for  their  own  regale. 

Embarking  on  the  fev'nth  from  fpacious  Crete^ 

And  wafted  by  a  gentle  Northern  gale 

We  glided  eafily  along,  as  down 

A  river's  •ftream  ;  nor  one  of  all  my  (hips 

Encounter'd  harm,  nor  any  flcknofs  feized 

My  people,  but  before  the  friendly  blafl 

Secure  we  fleer'd,  and,  fitting,  plougb'd  the  Deep. 


Five 
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Five  days  elapfed,  iny  galleys  nine  I  moor'd 

Ail  fafe  within  the  Nile's  finooth-flowing  ftream. 

And  charging  my  companions  not  to  ftray 

But  clofely  guard  the  fhips^  feletled  fome 

Who  (hould  afcend  the  rifing-grounds,  and  thence 

Defcry  the  country;  but  on  evil  bent 

And  unreftrain'd  by  fear,  thefe  flew,  at  once. 

To  rapine  ;  wafted  the  delightful  fields 

Of  the  ^Egyptians,  captive  brought  away 

Their  wives  and  little  ones,  and  flew  the  men. 

The  city  foon  alarm  d,  at  early  dawn 

J'orth  came  the  citizens,  both  horfe  and  foot. 

And  with  the  fplendour  of  their  dazzling  arms 

Fill'd  all  the  plain.     Then  Jove  with  panick  dread 

Pofl^efs'd  my  people  ;  none  found  courage  more 

To  fland,  for  mifchiefs  fwarm'd  on  ev'ry  fide. 

There,  num'rous  by  the  glittVing  fpear  we  fell. 

While  others  they  conducted  thence  alive 

To  toilfome  fervitude.     But  Jove  himfelf 

Me  prompted  (oh  that  I  had  firft  expired 

In  ^Egypt !  for  new  forrow  foon  enfued) 

To  loofe  my  brazen  helmet,  and  to  lay 

My  fliield  put  off,  beflde  it  on  the  ground. 

To  caft  away  my  fpear,  and  feeking,  next. 

The  chariot  of  the  King,  to  clafp  his  knees 

c  4  And 
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And  kifs  them  *.     He,  by  my  fubmiffion  moved, 
Deliverd  me,  and  to  his  chariot-feat 
Railing,    convey 'd  me  weeping  to  his  home. 
With  many  an  aflien  fpcar  his  warriors  fought 
To  flay  me,  (for  they  now  grew  fiery-wroth) 
But  he,  through  fear  of  hofpitable  Jove, 
Chief  punifher  of  wrong,   my  hfe  preferved. 
Sev'n  years  I  there  abode,  and  much  amafs'4 
Among  the  ^Egyptians,  gifted  by  them  all; 
But,  in  the  eighth  revolving  year,  arrived 
A  fhrewd  Phoenician,  hungry .;   U'ont  to  feed 
His  craving  avarice  at  others'  co(T, 
And  who  bad  injured  many.     Me,  by  guile, 
This  man  fed  need  to  leave  my  peaceful  home 
And  feek  with  him  Phcenicia,    where  he  dwel^ 
And  treafur'd  all  his  gains.     A  year  entire 
His  inmate  I  remain'd,  and  when  the  year 
Its  courfe'renew'd,  to  Lybia,  v\  ith  pretence 
That  I  fhould  fliare  the  freight,  but  with  dcfigj^ 
By  fale  of  me  t'enrich  himfclf  alone 
He  bore  me,  jealous,  but  conftrain'd  to  go. 
Frelh  blew  the  North  and  cloudlefs,  and  the  fliip 
Ran  through  the  middle  fea  beiorc  the  gale 
Soon  clearing  Crete.     But  Jove  deftruclion  plann'd 
And  death  for  them;  for  Crete  now  left  afar, 

*  Sethos  is  faid  to  have  been  ai.  that  time  King  of  .^gypt.-— B.&G. 

And 
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And  other  land  than  Crete  appearing  none. 

But  iky  alone  and  fea,  right  o'er  their  heads 

A  gloomy  cloud  he  brought.     Black  hung  the  ftorm 

And  darken'd  all  the  Deep.     Then,  thund'ring  oft. 

He  hurl'd  his  candent  bolts  into  the  fliip. 

^he,  quaking  all  her  length,  with  fulphur  reek'd. 

And  plunging  headlong  o'er  her  fliatter'd  fides 

Together,  on  the  boift'rous  waves  the  crew 

Like  fea-mews  rode,  forbidden  by  that  firoke 

Of  wrath  divine  to  hope  their  country  more. 

But  Jov^e  himfelf,  that  I  might  ftill  furvive. 

Gave  me,  in  my  extreme  dittrefs,  to  fejze 

T"he  huge  unwieldy  maft,  to  which  I  clung 

With  folded  arms,  and  drove  before  the  gale. 

Nine  days  I  grafp'd  the  beam,  and,  on  the  tenth. 

The  rolling  billows  bore  me  to  the  coaft 

Of  the  Thefprotians.     There,  the  bounteous  King, 

The  Hero  Phidon,  at  his  proper  coft 

Rcfrefh'd  me  ;  for  his  own  illuftrious  fon 

Arriving  where  I  lay  with  cold  and  toil 

Wellnigh  expiring,  rais'd  me  with  his  hand. 

And  led  me  to  his  royal  father's  houfc. 

Who  cherifh'd  me,  and  gave  me  frefli  attjre*, 

*  Thefprotia  wa?  a  city  on  the  border  of  Theffiily,  and  though 
Ulyfles  here  gives  them  a  King,  tliey  are  laid  by  Thucydides  to 
have  had  none, — B.  &  C. 

Tfiere 
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There  heard  I  of  Ul3'fTes,  whom  hlinfelf 
Had  entertain'dj  he  faid,  on  his  return 
To  his  own  land  ;  he  (hew'd  me  alfo  gold, 
Brafs,  and  bright  fteel,  with  all  that  \n  his  courls 
UlyfTes  had  amafs'd,  a  flore  to  feed 
The  houfchold  of  a  lefs  renown'd  than  he 
To  the  tenth  generation,  fo  immenfe 
Jlis  treafares  in  the  royal  palace  lay. 
Of  Him  he  fpnke  as  to  Dodona  gone 
T'implore  Jove's  counfel  in  his  oaken  bowVs, 
Whether,  fo  late  returning,  he  fhould  reach 
His  Kingdom  openly,  or  in  difguife*. 
To  me  the  monarch  fwore,  in  his  own  hall 
Pouring  libation,  that  the  fliip  was  launch'd. 
And  the  crew  ready  for  his  condudt  home. 
But  me  he  firfi  difmifs'd,  for,  as  it  chanced, 
A  galley  of  Thefprotia  lay  prepared 
To  feek  Dulichium,  and  he  charged  the  crew 
That  they  (hould  give  me  fafely  to  the  care 
Of  King  Acaftus.     But  with  other  thoughts 
Their  bofoms  teem'd,  that  I  might  yet  fuftaia 
Mis'ries  furpaffing  all  that  I  had  known. 
For,  when  the  bark  had  left  the  land  afar, 
Confed'rate  with  each  other  they  confpired 

"*  This  oracle  antiendy  belorged  to  the  Thcfprotians,  but  after- 
•jvat^  to  the  Molofii. — C, 

3  Againft 
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Againll  my  liberty  ;  they  flripp'd  my  veft: 

And  mantle,  and  thjs  tatter'd  raiment  bafe 

Gave  me  inftead,  a  tunick  and  a  cloak 

Foul  paft  endurance,  as  thyfelf  may'ft  fee. 

At  eyen-tide  reaching  the  cultur'd  coaft 

Of  Ithaca,  they  left  me  bound  on  board 

With  tackle  of  the  bark,  and  quitting  fhip 

Themfelves,  made  hafty  fupper  on  the  (hore. 

But  me  the  Gods  themfelves  with  eafe  releas'd 

From  that  conftraint,  and  winding  clofe  my  rags 

Around  my  brows,  and  Aiding  by  the  fmooth 

And  flippVy  rudder  down  into  the  Deep, 

I  lay'd  my  bofoni  gently  on  the  waves. 

With  both  hands  oaring  thence  my  courfe,   I  {wdun 

Till  paft  all  ken  of  theirs  ;  then  landing  where 

Thick  covert  of  luxuriant  trees  I  mark'd, 

Clofe  couchant  down  I  lay  ;  thc}^,  mutt'ring  loud. 

Paced  to  and  fro,  but  deeming  farther  fearch 

Unprofitable,  foon  embark'd  again. 

Thus,  baffling  all  their  fearch  with  eafe,  the  Gods 

Conceal'd  and  to  a  wife  man's  cottage  thepce 

Condu6lcd  me,  ordain'd  not  yet  to  die. 

To  whom  Eumceus  anfvver  thus  returned. 
Alas,  my  guefl. !  thy  wand'rings  and  thy  woes. 
Recited  thus  at  large,  have  moved  me  much. 
But,  fpeaking  of  Ulyiles,  thou  haft  pafs'd 

All 
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All  credence  ;  I  at  Icalt  can  yield  thee  none. 

Why,  noble  as  thou  art^  fliould'ii  thou  invent 

Thefe  idle  falichoods  ?  as  for  tlie  return 

Of  my  regretted  Lord,  myfelf  1  know 

That  all  the  Pow  rs  of  heav'n  with  hate  purfucd 

My  Mafter  ;   he  had  elfe  in  battle  died 

At  Ilium,  or,  the  fiege  of  Ilium  elofed, 

In  the  embraces  of  his  friends  at  home. 

Then  univerfal  Greece  had  raifed  his  tomb. 

And  he  had  even  for  his  fon  achiev'd 

Immortal  glory  ;  but  alas  !   by  beaks 

Of  harpies  torn,   unfeemly  fight,  he  lies. 

I  live,  the  while,  fequeflerVl  here,  and  make 

Thefe  herds  my  confiant  care,  nor  ever  feek 

The  city,  fave  when  fummon'd  by  the  Queen 

Difcrctc  Penelope,  that  I  may  learn 

New  tidings,  from  what  land  foever  brought. 

Then,  all,  alike  inquititivc,  attend, 

Both  wlio  regret  ihe  abfcnee  of  our  King, 

And  who  rejoice  gratuitous  to  gorge 

His  fubfiance.     But  propenfion  none  have  I 

Or  curious  appetite  to  fueh  reports, 

Since  an  iEtolian  cozen'd  ncic,  who  found 

(After  long  wand'ring  over  various  lands 

A  fugitive  for  blood)  my  lone  retreat. 

HijTi  here  I  wcleom'd,  and  with  open  arms 

Keceiv'd, 
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Recciv'cl,  when  he  affirm'J  that  he  had  fecn 
My  mailer  with  riomcnciis  in  Crete 
'  His  lliips  reiitting  IhatlerM  by  a  llorin, 
And  that  in  fammer  with  his  godHke  band 
He  would  return,  gre:it  riches  bringing  home, 
Or  clfe  in  autumn.     And  thou  antient  gucft 
Forlorn!   fince  thee  the  Gods  have  hither  led,- 
Seek  not  to  gratify  me  with  untruths 
And  to  deeeive  me  ;  fince  for  no  fuch  caufe 
I  fhall  rcrpc6l  or  lov^e  thee,  but  alone 
By  pity  fway'd,  and  for  obedienec-fake 
To  the  demands  of  hofpitable  Jove. 

To  whom  UlyfTcs,  ever  wife,  replied. 
Thou  had,  in  truth,  a  m.oft  incredulous  mind. 
Whom  even  with  an  oath  I  have  not  won 
To  give  me  credence.     Come  then — we  will  each 
Engage  by  covenant,  which  the  Powers  of  hcav'n 
Shall  witnefs  and  confirm,  on  either  part, 
1'hou,  that  if  He,  thy  Mafter,  fhall  arrive 
At  this  thy  dwelling,  thou  fnalt  lend  mc,  then, 
In  veft  and  mantle  decently  attired, 
Hence  to  Dulichium,  whither  i  would  go. 
And  I,  thy  Lord  not  coming  as  I  fay, 
That  ye  lliall  hurl  me  downright  .^-om  the  rocks 
Thou  and  thy  fervants,  that  in  ti;ncs  to  come 
The  poor  and  deltitutc  may  fear  to  lie. 

To 
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To  whom  the  generous  fwineherd  in  return. 
My  friend  !   well  fpoken — -doubtlefs  I  fhould  win 
Immortal  praife  from  all,  for  true  defert 
And  virtue,  flaying  the  defencelefs  man 
Whom  I  had,  firft,  invited  to  my  boards 
And  with  great  boldnefs  I  fliould  pray  to  Jove  *— * 
But  the  hour  calls  to  fupper,  and  my  fwains 
Now  feek  the  cottage,  ready  to  provide 
The  fav'ry  viands  for  our  evening  fare. 

Scarce  had  he  fpoken,  -when  the  fwains  approach'd 
Driving  their  herds.     Within  their  wonted  pens 
They  fliut  them  faft  for  flcep,  and  hubbub  wild 
Of  the  imprifon'd  multitudes  enfued. 

Then  calFd  Eumaeus  to  the  youths  aloud* 
J^ring  ye  the  beft,  that  we  may  fet  him  forth 
Before  my  foreign  friend,  with  whom  ourfelves 
Will  alfo  feaft,  who  find  the  ftubborn  race 
A  painful  charge,  while  others,  at  no  coft 
Of  labour,  riot  in  the  fruits  of  ours. 

So  faying,  his  wood  for  fuel  he  prepared. 
And,  dragging  thither  a  well  fatted  brawn 

*  The  expreffion  is  ironical  and  the  fentiment  worthy  of  a  poet 
born  in  more  enlightened  timesi  He  who  has  flain  his  gueft,  fays 
EumsEus,  and  is  confcious  of  having  To  bafely  infringed  the  laws  of 
hofpitality,  with  what  countenance  or  hope  of  being  heard  could  he 
ciFer  prayer  to  Jove  the  Hofpirable  ?  Homer  knew,  therefore,  that 
an  evil  confcicncc  is  a  barrier  between  God  and  man. 

or 
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Of  the  fifth  year  his  fervants  held  him  fafl: 
At  the  hearth-iicle.     Nor  failed  the  inafter  fwain 
T'  adore  the  Gods,  (for  wife  and  good  was  he) 
But  confecration  of  the  vi6^im,  firil, 
Himfelf  performing,  caft  into  the  fire 
The  forehead  briftles  of  the  tufky  boar, 
And  pray'd  to  all  above,  that,  fafe,  at  length, 
XJlyfles  might  regain  his  native  home. 
Then,  with  an  oaken  fhive  which  be  bad  left 
Befide  the  fire,  he  fmote  him,  and  be  fell. 
Next,  piercing  him,  and  Icorching  clofe  his  hah'^ 
The  joints  they  parted,  and  with  fliccs  crude 
Cut  neatly  from  the  feparated  limbs 
Euma^us  fpread  the  caul,  which,  fprinkled  o'er 
With  pureft  meal,  he  caft  into  the  fire*. 
The  remnant  flafh'd  and  fpitted  and  prepared 
They  placed,  heap'd  high  in  chargers,  on  the  board- 
Then  rofe  the  good  Eumaeus  to  his  talk 
Of  diftribution,  for  by  none  excell  d 
In  all  the  duties  of  an  boll  was  he. 
Sev'n-fold  partition  of  the  banquet  made^ 


*  I  have  myfelffcen  thefe  ceremonies  praftlfed  by  Roman*  in  ny 
own  houfe,  and,  on  the  ground  of  this  fingle  tellimonv,  have  con- 
cluded that  the  pcop-le  of  Rome  were  not  of  barbirous  origin,  bu-r 
Greecians  afTeiiibled  and  afibciated  from  differeat  diftrifls. 

Dionyfc  Halicarn.  Antiq.  Rom-  Jib.  vii.  — C, 
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He  gave,  with  previous  pray'r,  to  Maia  s  {ori'^ 
And  to  the  nymphs  one  potion,  and  the  guefts 
Served  next^  btit,  honouring  UlyfTes  moft. 
On  Him  the  long  unfever'd  chine  beftovv'd^ 
By  that  di{tin6lion  juft  his  mader's  heart 
He  gratified,  and  thus  the  Hero  fpake. 

Eumaeus !  be  thou  as  belov'd  of  Jove 
As  thou  art  dear  to  me,  whom,  though  attirec^ 
So  coarfely,  thou  hall  ferved  with  fuch  refpecl ! 

To  whom,  Eumaeiis,  thou  didfl:  thus  reply. 
Eat,  noble  ftranger  !   and  refreshment  take 
Such  as  thou  may'fl ;  God  gives,  and  God  denies 
At  his  own  will,  for  He  is  Lord  of  all  ^. 

He  fpake,  and  of  the  food,  untafted  yetj 
Part  ofi'ring  to  the  Gods,  libation  pour'd. 
And  to  Ulyflcs,  town-deftroying  Chiefj 
Now  feated  in  his  place,  the  goblet  gave. 
With  bread  Mefaulius  lervcd  them.     Him,  the  fvvain 


*  Mercury. 

f  0£os — without  a  relative,  and  confequently  fignifying  God  in 
the  abflraft,  is  not  unfrequently  found  in  Homer,  though  fearing  to 
give  offence  to  ferious  minds  unacquainted  with  the  original,  I  have 
not  always  given  it  that  force  in  the  tranflation.  But  here,  the  fen- 
timent  is  fuch  as  fixes  the  fenfe  intended  by  the  author  with  a  preci- 
fion  that  leaves  me  no  option.  It  is  obfervable  too,  that — ^vi/ocrat, 
yxf  aTTxvrct—  is  an  afcripiion  of  power  fuch  as  tlie  poet  never  makes 
to  his  Jupiter. 

Eumaeus 
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Eumseus,  in  the  abfence  of  his  Lord, 

Had  purchafec,  aided  neither  by  the  Qneen 

Nor  the  old  Lord  Laertes,  from  on  board 

A  Taphian,  at  his  own  peculiar  coft. 

Thefe  rights  perform'd,  all  ftretch'd  their  eager  hands 

Toward  the  banquet,  and,  the  keen  deiires 

Of  hunger  fated,  and  thethirft  of  each, 

Mefaulius  clear'd  the  board,  which  now  the  hinds 

Full  fed,  relinquifh'd  willingly  to  feek 

Their  fev'ral  beds.     Black  came  a  moonlefs  night, 

And  Jove  all  night  defcending  faft  in  fliow'rs. 

With  bowlings  of  the  ever  wat'ry  Wert:. 

Ulyfles,  at  that  found,  for  trial's  fake 

Of  his  good  hoft,  if  putting  off  his  cloak 

He  would  accommodate  him,  or  require 

That  fervice  for  him  at  fome  other  hand, 

Addrefling  thus  the  family,  began. 

Hear  now,  Eumaeus,  and  ye  other  fwains 
His  fellow  lab'rers!   I  fball  fomewhat  boaft, 
By  wine  befool'd,  which  forces  ev'n  the  wife 
To  carol  loud,  to  titter  and  to  dance. 
And  fpeak  what  oft  were  better  far  fapprefs'd  *. 

But 

*  Homer,  fays  Athenaeus,  means  not  to  cenfure  all  who  laugh 
or  fing  or  dance,  for  he  was  no  clown  nor  of  a  churli(h  temper; 
but  he  knew  how  to  diftinguifh  between  things  that  differ,  between 

VOL.  IV,  »  moderatio;^ 
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But  lincc  I  have  begun,  I  fliall  proceed. 

Prating  my  fill.     Ah  might  thofe  days  return 

With  all  the  youth  and  ftrength  that  I  enjoy 'd, 

When  umbufli'd,  once,  on  Ilium's  plains  we  lay, 

UlyfTes,  Menelaus  and  myfclf 

By  their  cle6tion,  leaders  of  the  band. 

Approaching  to  the  city's  lofty  wall 

Through  tangled  bufiies  and  the  reeds  that  gird 

The  bulwarks,  down  we  lay'd  us  in  the  marfli. 

Beneath  our  arms.     Then,  Boreas  blowing  loud, 

A  rueful  night  of  nipping  froft  enfued, 

With  fnow  that  blanch'd  us  thick,  as  morning  rime. 

And  ev'ry  fliield  with  ice  was  chryftall'd  o'er. 

The  reft  with  cloaks  and  vefrs  well  covered,  llept 

Beneath  their  bucklers  ;  I  alone  my  cloak, 

Improvident,  had  left  behind,  no  thought 

Conceiving  of  a  feafon  fo  fcvere. 

And  cov'ring  none  fave  fhicld  and  zone  had  I. 

The  night,  at  length,  nigh  fpent,  and  all  the  ftars 

Declining  in  their  courfe,  with  elbow  thruft 

Againft  Ulyifes'  fide  I  roufed  the  Chief, 

And  thus  addrefs'd  him  ever  prompt  to  hear. 

moderation  and  cxccfs,  cheerful nefs  and  foolifh  levity.  He  comdemns 
therefore  only  fuch  extravagances  as  too  much  wine  occafions ; 
loud  and  much  fmging,  to  the  wearinefs  of  the  hearer,  caufeJefs 
laughter,   and  dancing  without  grace  or  meafure, — C. 

Laertes* 
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Laertes'  iloblc  fon,  for  wiles  rcnown'd  ! 
t  freeze  to  death.     Oh,  help  !  or  '  am  loli* 
No  cloak  have  I ;  fome  evil  demon,  furc, 
Beguil'd  me  of  all  prudence,  thdt  I  came 
"Thus  fparely  dad  ;  I  fliall,  I  \ni\Cx  cxpire»  ■ 

So  1  ;  he,  ready  as  he  was  in  arms 
And  COLinfel  both,  the  remedy  at  once 
Devifed,  and  in  a  whifper  thus  replied* 

Hufli !  letl  perchance  fome  other  hear — -He  faid, 
And  leaning  on  his  elbow,  fpake  aloudi, 

My  friends  !  all  hear — a  monitory  dream 
Hath  reach'd  rtie— We  have  left  the  (hips  afar — 
Hade,  therefore,  one  of  yoii,  with  my  rcqueft 
To  Agamemnon,  Sov'reign  in  command. 
That  he  would  reinforce  us  from  the  camp. 

He  fpake,  and  at  the  word,  Andracmon's  fon 
Thoas  arofe,  who,  catling  off  his  cloak, 
Flew  to  the  fliips,  and  cheerful  and  refrcfli'd 
The  morning  found  me,  wrapp'd  in  his  attire. 
Oh  for  the  vigour  of  fuch  youth  again  ! 
Then,  fome  good  peafant  here  would  fpare  a  cloa^^ 
Moved  both  by  friendOiip  and  rcfpccSi;,  t.)  One 
Whom  noWj  thus  old  and  fqualid,  ye  dcfpife. 

To  whom,  Eumacus,  thou  didii  thus  reply. 
My  friend  1  rehearfing  thus  Ulyiles'  praife 
Thou  haft  fo  plcas'd  inc,  that  thou  fhalt  not  find 

i)  2  Th'  effect 
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Th'  eflfedl  unpleafant  to  thyfelf.     Ko  want 
OfcovVing,  therefore,  or  of  aught  belido 
Needful  to  folace  penury  like  thine, 
Shall  harm  thee  here ;  yet  at  the  peep  of  dawn 
Gird  thy  own  tatters  to  thy  loins  again  ; 
For  we  have  no  great  ftore  of  cloaks  to  boafl:. 
And,  as  for  veils,  none  more  than  each  his  own. 
But  when  Ulyfles'  fon  (hall  once  arrive. 
He  will  himfelf  with  mantle  and  with  veft 
Supply  and  fend  thee  whither  mod  thou  would'ft. 
So  faying,  he  rofe,  and  nearer  made  his  couch. 
To  the  hearth-tide,  well  thick'ning  it  with  fkins 
Of  fheep  and  goats  ;  then  lay  the  Hero  down. 
O'er  whom  a  fhaggy  mantle  large  he  threw. 
Which  ofttimes  fervcd  him  with  a  change,  when  rough 
The  winter's  blaft  and  temble  arote. 
So  was  Ulyfles  bedded,  and  the  youths 
Slept  all  belide  him  ;  but  the  mafter-fwain 
Chofc  not  his  place  of  reft  fo  far  remote 
From  his  rude  charge,  but  iifued  arm'd  abroad, 
Gladd'ning  UlyfTes*  heart  that  he  had  left 
His  herds  with  One  fo  faithful  to  his  truft. 
Athwart  his  fturdy  fhoulders,  firft,  he  flung 
His  faulchion  bright,  then  v^Tapp'd  him  in  a  cloak 
Thick- woven,  winter-proof;  a  goat-fkin,  next. 
Of  amplcft  lize  and  thickeft  Ihagg'd  with  hair 

4  He 


O  D  Y  S  S  S  y     XIV.   641-^i  5  J 

He  lifted,  and  a  light  keen  javelin,  laft. 

With  which  he  kept  aloof  the  threaten'd  force 

Of  dogs  and  men.     Thus  arm'd^  his  couch  he  fought 

Befide  the  cavern  where  his  fleeping  herds 

Lay  warm,  and  from  the  Northern  biaft  feCure. 


»3  ARGU- 
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ARGUMENT 


OF  THE 


FIFTEENTH     BOOK. 


Telemachus,  admorufhed  by  Minerva,  takes  leave  of  Menelaus, 
but  ere  he  fails,  isaccolied  by  Theoclymenus,  a  prophet  of  Argos, 
\vhom  at  his  earneft  requcft  he  takes  on  board.  In  the  mean  time 
Kuma^us  relates  t'  v,  lyfTes  the  means  by  which  he  came  to  Ithaca, 
Telemachus  arriving  there,  gives  orders  for  the  return  of  his  b-i'k 
to  the  city,  and  repairs  himl'olf  to  Euma^us, 
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MeAN-TIME  to  Laccdaemon's  fpaclous  vale 
Minerva  went,  that  iTie  might  fummon  thence 
Ulyfles'  glorious  offspring  to  his  home  *. 
Telemachus  and  Neftors  fon  flic  found 

In 

*  The  word  Ivcvy^cpov  has  probably  no  other  meaning  than  is  here 
given  it,  though  fome  commentators,  not  to  be  {iitished  with  what 
is  obvious,  fetch  a  difTcrenc  fenfe  of  it  from  afar,  and  fuppofc  it  to 
allude  to  a  cuitom  of  tae  L<^cedaMnonians  mcntioni;d  by  Pluta.ch,  of 
introducing  inio  their  publick  feivfts  three  cacrufies  or  companies  of 

fingers 
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In  Mcnelaus'  veftibule  repofed, 
Pififtratus  in  gentle  deep  imm'jrfed. 
But  not  the  gen'rous  Ithacan  ;  his  mind 
No  refl-  enjoy'd,  by  filial  cares  difturb'd 
Amid  the  (ilent  night ;  when,  drawing  near 
To  his  couch'  fide,  the  Goddefs  thus  began, 

Telemachus  !   it  were  a  deed  unwife 
To  ibjourn  longer  here,  thy  fair  demefnes 
Abandon'd,  and  thofe  haughty  fuitors  left 
Within  thy  walls ;  fear  left,  partition  made 
Of  thy  pofleffions,  they  confume  them  all. 
And  in  the  end  thy  voyage  bootlefs  prove. 
Delay  not ;  from  brave  Menelaus  aflc 
Difmiffion  hence,  that  thou  may'fl  find  at  home 
Thy  fpotlefs  mother,  whom  her  brethren  urge* 

fingers,  confilling  of  old  men,  youths,  and  boys.  The  band  being 
properly  arranged,  one  of  the  Seniors  began  his  fong  in  thefe 
words — B. 

Stout  youths  in  othtr  days  were  we. 
He  was  anfwered  by  one  of  the  young  men  thus— 

'Ajxi;  §i  y  to'fji.fj*  ccl  ol  "ho  it    avyacadiam 
Such  we  are  now,  as  ye  may  iee. 
And  the  third  fong  was  by  one  of  the  boys,  as  follows— 

But  we  (hall  tar  iuperiour  be, 
*  Appllodorus,  whom  Barnes  cites  in  his  note  on  this  pafTage, 
informs  us  that  Icarius  had  by  his  wife  Periboea  the  Nei'd  or  Nniad, 
five  fons,  Thoas,  Pamafippus,  Imeniimus,  Aletes,  and  Pcrileo;. 
He  then  mentions  his  daughter  Penelope,  but  takes  no  notice  of  her 
filler  Iphthima. 

D  4  And 
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And  her  own  father  even  now  to  wed 

E^-irymachus,  in  gifts  and  in  amount 

Of  profFei  'd  dowV  fupcriour  to  the  reft. 

Some  treafure,  elfe,  (hail  haply  from  thy  ftores 

Be  taken,  fuch  as  thou  wilt  grudge  to  fpare. 

For  well  thou  know'ft  how  woman  is  difpofed; 

Her  whole  anxiety  is  to  encreafe 

His  fubftance  whom  flie  weds ;  no  care  hath  ihe 

Of  her  firft  children,  or  remembers  more 

The  buried  hulband  of  her  virgin  choice. 

Hafie  then,  and  to  the  woman  of  thy  train 

Whom  thou  ilialt  moft  approve,  confign  the  charge 

Of  thy  domeftick  int'refts,  till  the  Gods 

1  hemlclves  {hall  guide  thee  to  a  noble  wife. 

This  farther  counfel  alfo  well  deferves 

Thy  fpecial  notice.     In  the  narrow  frith 

Samos  the  rude,  and  Ithaca  between. 

The  chief  of  all  thy  mother's  fuitors  wait 

III  clofeft  ambuli,  urged  by  fierce  delire 

To  flay  thee,  ere  thou  reach  thy  native  fhore. 

Bat  firfi:,  or  1  misjudge,  the  tomb  fhall  hide 

All  thofe  lewd  revellers  at  thy  expence. 

Yet,  ft:«, r  thy  galley  from  thofe  ifles  afar, 

And  voyage  make  by  night ;  fome  guardian  God 

Shaf  watt  thcc  on    and  watch  and  keep  thee  fafe. 

Then,  foon  as  thou  attain  ft  the  neareft  ftiore 

Of 
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Of  Ithaca,  difpatching  to  the  town 
Thy  bark  with  all  thy  people,  feck  at  once 
The  fwineherd  ;  for  Eumaeus  is  thy  friend. 
There  lleep,  and  to  the  city  fpeed  him  forth 
With  tidings  to  the  Queen,  that  thou  haft  pafs'd 
From  Pylus,  fafely,  to  thy  native  fhores. 

She  faid,  and  fought  th'  Olympian  heights  fubllme. 
Then  from  fweet  flcep  awak'ning  with  his  heel 
The  fon  of  Neftor,  him  he  thus  addrefs'd. 

Rife,  Neftor's  fon,  Pififtratus  !  lead  forth 
The  fteeds  and  yoke  them.     We  muft  now  depart. 

To  whom  the  fon  of  Neftor  thus  replied, 
Telemachus  !  what  hafte  foe'er  we  feel. 
We  can  by  no  means  prudently  attempt 
To  drive  by  night,  and  foon  it  will  be  dawn. 
Depart  not,  therefore,  now,  but  patient  wait 
Till  Menelaus,  Atreus'  mighty  fon, 
With  gifts  of  honour  in  the  chariot  placed 
And  kind  farewell  difmifs  thee ;  for  the  gifts 
Of  an  ungrudging  hofl,  through  life  infpir« 
His  gueft  with  thoughts  of  gratitude  and  love. 

Scarce  had  he  fpoken,  when  the  golden  dawn 
Appearing,  Menelaus,  from  the  fide 
Of  beauteous  Helen  newly  ris'n,  approach'd  ; 
Whofe  coming  when  Telemachus  perceived. 
The  Hero,  putting  on  his  fplendid  veft 

With 
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"With  brlfk  ciifpatcli,  and  o'er  his  flioiilders  broad 
Cafting  his  graceful  mantle,  at  the  door 
Received  him,  and  his  wifhes  thus  exprcfs'd. 

Atrides,  Menclaus,  glorious  Chief ! 
Now  let  it  pleafe  thee  that  I  feek  again 
My  native  fhores,  for  now  would  I  depart. 

Him  anfwer'd  Menelaus  famed  in  arms. 
Telemachus  !   I  will  not  long  delay 
Thy  wifti'd  return.     I  difapprove  alike 
The  hoft  whofe  afliduity  extreme 
Diftrefles,  and  whofe  negligence  offends  ; 
The  middle  courfe  is  befl ;  alike  we  err. 
Him  thrufting  forth  whofe  wifh  is  to  remain. 
And  hind  ring  the  impatient  to  depart. 
This  only  is  true  kindnefs — To  regale 
The  prefcnt  gueft,  and  fpeed  him  when  he  would*. 
Yet  flay,  till  thou  flialt  fee  my  fplendid  gifts 
placed  in  thy  chariot,  and  till  I  command 
My  women  from  our  prefent  liores  to  fpread 
The  table  with  a  plentiful  rcpaft. 
For  both  the  honour  of  the  gueft  demands, 
And  his  convenience  alfo  that  he  cat 

*  The  treatment,  fays  j¥A'un,  which  the  fwallow  receives  at  the 
hands  of  mnn,  is  conformable  to  the  rule  of  hofpitiility  prefcribed  by 
Homei.  We  mike  hi:n  welcome  while  he  ftays,  and  permit  him  to 
depart  when  he  ple;ifes. — B.  &  C. 

'?  Sufficient, 
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Sufficient,  ent'ring  on  a  length  of  road. 

But  wouldTt  thou  travel,  fo  that  I  would  (hare 

Myfelf  thy  journey,  through  the  midft  of  Greece, 

I  will  conduct  thee  drawn  by  deeds  of  mine 

To  many  a  city,  and  from  none  of  all 

Ungifted  fhall  we  go,  but  fliall  in  each 

Some  boon  receive,  a  charger,  it  may  chance. 

Or  brazen  tripod,  or  a  golden  cup, 

Or,  fitly  match'd,  two  mules,  a  fturdy  pair. 

To  whom  Tclemachus,  difcrete,  Replied. 
Atrides,  Mcnelaus,  Chief  renown'd  ! 
I  would  at  once  depart,  (for  guardian  none 
Of  my  pofleffions  have  I  left  behind) 
Left,  while  i  feek  my  father,  I  be  loft 
Myfelf,  or  lofe  what  I  fliould  grudge  to  fpare. 

Which  when  the  valiant  Mcnelaus  heard, 
JIc  bade  his  fpoufe  and  her  attendant  maids 
Set  forth,   at  once,  refrefhments  on  the  board 
Such  as  their  prefent  ftores  might  well  fupply?^ 
Then  Etconeus  came,  Boetheus*  fon 
Newly  aiis'n,  for  nigh  at  hand  he  dwelt. 
Whom  Menelaus  charged  to  kindle  fire 
By  which  to  drefs  their  food,  and  he  obey'4. 
He,  next,  himfelf  his  fragrant  chamber  fought. 
Not  fole,  but  by  his  fpoufe  and  by  his  fon 
Attended,  Megapeathcs.     There  arrived 

Amidfl' 
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Amidft  his  cholcefl:  treafiires,  he  produced 
Himfelf  a  goblet,  firft,  and,  next,  confign'd 
An  argent  beaker  to  the  Prince's  hand. 
Mean-time,  befide  her  coffers  Helen  ftood 
Fill'd  with  rich  mantles,  variegated  works 
Of  her  own  hand.     The  mantle  of  them  all 
Wideft  and  moft  magnificent,  a  liar 
In  fplendour,  and  which  lay  below  the  reft. 
The  beauteous  fpoufe  of  Menelaus  chofe. 
And  all,  proceeding  through  the  palace,  fought 
Telemachus  again,  whom  reaching,  thus 
The  Hero  of  the  golden  locks  began. 

May  Juno's  mate,  the  Thund'rer,  fach  return 
Grant  thee,  Telemachus,  as  thou  defir'll ! 
Behold,  I  give  thee  from  my  precious  flores 
The  richefl  and  the  noblefl  treafure  there — 
I  give  thee  this  bright  beaker,  argent  all. 
But  round  encircled  with  a  lip  of  gold. 
It  is  the  work  of  Vulcan,  which  to  me 
The  Hero  Phaedimus  prefented.  King 
Of  the  Sidonlans,  when,  on  my  return. 
Beneath  his  roof  I  lodg'd.     I  m^^ke  it  thine  *. 

So  faying,  Menelaus  in  his  hands 
The  goblet  placed^  and  Megapcnthes,  next, 

•  See  the  Foarth  Book,  vrhcrc  this  Cup  is  ptomired, 

Tfce 
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The  beaker  fet  before  him.     Lafl  of  all 
Helen  the  mantle  brought,  and  thus  the  (aid. 

Accept,  my  fon,  this  alfo.     Seeing  this 
Call  me  to  mind  who  wove  it,  and  prefent 
This  mantle,  in  the  joyful  nuptial  hour. 
To  thy  fair  bride,  repofing  it,  the  while. 
In  thy  own  mother's  keeping.     Now,  farewell ! 
Profp'rous  and  happy  be  thy  voyage  home  ! 

She  fpake,  and  gave  it  to  him.     He  the  boon 
Receiv'd  with  gladncfs,  and  his  noble  friend 
Pififtratus,  within  the  chariot-chefl, 
Difpofed  the  fev'ral  gifts.     This  done,  their  holi; 
The  glorious  Menelaus  to  his  hall 
Led  them  again,  where  each  his  former  feat. 
Exalted  throne,  or  fofter  couch,  refumed. 
A  maiden,  then,  with  golden  ewer  charged 
ArKl  iilver  bowl,  pour'd  water  on  their  hands. 
And  fpread  the  polifh'd  table,  which  with  food 
Various,  fele6ted  from  her  prefent  flores. 
The  miftrefs  of  the  houfchold  charge  fupplicd. 
Boetheus'  fon  flood  carver,  and  to  each 
His  portion  gave,  while  Megapenthes,  fon 
Of  glorious  Menelaus,  ferv'd  the  cup. 
Then,  all  with  outftretch'd  hands  the  feaft  aflail'd. 
And  when,  nor  hanger  more  nor  thirft  they  felt, 
Tekmachus  and  Neftor's  noble  fon 

Then 
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Then  joln'd  the  fapid  deeds,  and,  mounting,  drove 

Through  veflibule  and  founding  porch  abroad* 

Forth  ifllied  alfo,  bearing  in  his  hand 

A  golden  goblet  of  delicious  wine, 

The  Hero  of  the  golden  locks  i  refolved 

That  not  without  libation  firft  perfbrmM 

They  fhould  depart ;  he  flood  before  the  ftceds. 

And  driuking  firft,  thus,  courteous,  them  befpakCi 

Health  to  yourfelves,  my  children !  and  I  wifh 
Much  health  (fo  tell  him)  to  my  gloridus  friend 
The  honry  Neftor,  ever,  while  we  warr*d 
At  Ilium,  as  a  flither  kind  to  me. 

To  whom  Telemachus  difcrete  replied* 
And  doubtlefs,  fo  we  will ;  nor  aught  fupprefs 
Of  all  thy  gracious  Words  or  bounteous  deeds 
Arrived  in  Pylus  ;  and  I  would  to  heav'n 
That,  reaching  home,  I  might,  as  fure,  report 
All  to  my  father  there,  as  I  hnve  found 
Beneath  thy  roof  much  friendfl'iip,  and  depart 
Enrich  d  with  many  a  noble  gift  by  thee  ! 

While  thus  he  fpake,  on  his  right  hand  appear'd 
An  eagle;  in  his  talons  pounced  he  bore 
A  white-plumed  goofe  domcftick,  newly  ta'cn 
From  the  houfe-court.     Men,  women,  all  alike. 
With  fhouts  purfued  him  ;  but  the  fearlefs  bird 
Approaching,  fuft,  the  chariot,  on  the  right 

And 
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And  clofe  before  it,  fprang  into  the  Hcies. 
That  fight  rejoicing  and  with  hearts  reviv'd 
They  view'd,  and  thus  Pififtratus  his  fpeech 
Amid  them  all  to  Menelaus  turn'd. 

Now,  Menelaus,  think,  illnftrioas  Chief! 
If  us,  this  omen,  or  thyfclf  regard. 

While  warlike  Menelaus  mufing  ftood 
What  anfwer  fit  to  frame,  his  fpoufe,  mean-time. 
Fair  Helen,  thus  preventing  him,  began. 

Hear  me  ;  for  I  will  anfwer  as  the  Gods 
Teach  me,  and  as  I  think  fliall  come  to  pafs. 
As  he^  defcending  from  his  place  of  birth 
The  mountains,  caught  our  pamper'd  goole  awaj. 
So  (liall  Ulyfi!es,  after  numVous  toib 
And  wand'rings,  punifh  all  his  foes  at  home. 
Perhaps  fits  framing,  even  now,  the  means 
Of  due  revenge,  arrived  already  there. 

'I'o  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
Juno's  loud-thund'ring  fpoufe  confirm  the  word  ! 
And  I  will  worfhip  thee  as  we  adore 
The  Gods  themfelves,  with  facririce  and  praife. 

He  fald,  and  lafli'd  the  courfcrs  ;  fiery  they 
And  fleet,  fprang  through  the  city  to  the  plain. 
Thus,  journeying,  they  Ibook  on  either  fide 
X'he  yoke  all  day,  and  when  the  fetting  fun 
To  dufky  evening  had  refign'd  the  roads. 

At 


64,  ^  D  Y  S  S  E  Y    ICV.    2Ji-t47.  _^ 

At  Fherae  they  arrived,  and  at  the  houfc 
Where  dwelt  Diocles,  whofe  illuftrious  Sire 
Orililochus  from  Alpheus  fprang,  repofed. 
But  when  Aurora,  daughter  of  the  Dawn, 
Look'd  rofy  forth,  then,  binding  to  the  yoke 
Their  fteeds  again,  they  mounted.     Nellor's  fon 
Urged  through  the  veftibulc  and  founding  porch 
^is  willing  courfers,  and  the  lo!ty  towVs 
Of  Pylus  foon  they  faw  ;  when,  thus,  his  friend 
Pitiflratus  Ulyffes'  fon  befpake. 

What  words,  Pififtratus !  fhall  I  employ 
That  may  prevail  to  win  thy  kind  confent 
To  my  requeft  ?  The  friendthip  that  defcends 
From  Sire  to  fon,  Jove's  ordinance,   is  ours. 
Our  years  are  equal,  and  this  journey,  laft. 
Shall  ferve  fendear  us  mutually  the  more. 
Me  bear  not,  I  conjure  thee,  noble  friend ! 
Beyond  the  fhip,  but  drop  me  where  fhe  lies. 
Left  antient  Neftor,  though  againft  my  will, 
Detain  mc  in  his  palace  through  defire 
To  fcaft  me,  for  I  dread  the  Icaft  delay. 

He  fpake  ;  then  mufed  Pififtratus  how  befl 
He  might  cffedl  the  wifties  of  his  friend, 
And  thus  at  length  refolved  ;  turning  his  ftecdS 
With  fudden  deviation  to  the  fhore 
He  fought  the  bark,  and  placing  in  the  ftern 

Both, 
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Both  gold  and  raiment,  the  illudrious  gifts 
Of  Menelaus,  thus,  in  accents  vving'd 
With  ardour,  urged  Telemachus  away. 

Difpatch,  embark,  command  thy  crew  on  board. 
Ere  my  arrival  notice  give  of  thine 
To  the  old  King  ;  for  vehement  I  know 
His  temper,  neither  will  he  let  thee  hence. 
But,  hading  hither,  will  himfelf  enforce 
Thy  longer  (lay,  left  thou  depart  the  coaft 
Ungifted ;  nought  will  fire  his  anger  more. 

He  ended,  lafh'd  his  fteeds,  the  city  fought. 
And  foon  arrived  at  home.     Mean-time,  his  crew 
Exhorting,  thus  Telemachus  exclaimed. 

My  comrades  !  fix  the  maft,  extend  the  fail 
And  climb  the  bark,  for  I  would  now  return. 

He  fpake  ;  they  heard  him  gladly,  and  at  once 
All  fiU'd  the  benches.     While  his  voyage  he 
Thus  expedited,  and  befide  the  ftern 
To  Pallas  facrifice  perform'd  and  pray'd, 
A  ftranger,  born  remote,  who  had  efcaped 
From  Argos  fugitive  for  blood,  a  feer,  i 

And  of  Melampus*  progeny,  approach 'd. 
Melampus,  in  old  time,  in  Pylus  dwelt. 
Mother  of  flocks,  alike  for  wealth  renown'd 
And  the  magnificence  of  his  abode. 
He  flying  mighty  Neleus,  firft  of  men, 

VOL.  iv,  £  Exchanged 
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Exchanged  his  country  for  a  foreign  land. 

And  Neleus  occupied  his  ample  means 

A  year  complete,  pofTeffing  them  by  force. 

Melampus  in  the  houfe  of  Phylacus 

Endured,  mean-time,  rmprifonment  and  woe, 

And  burn'd  with  wrath  for  Neleus'  daugb-ter  fake 

By  fell  Erynnis  kindled  in  his  heart*. 

But,  Tcaping  death,  he  drove  the  lowing  beeves 

From  Phylace  to  Pylus,  well  avenged 

His  injuries  at  Neleus'  hands  fuflain'd. 

And  gave  to  his  defrauded  brother's  arms 

King  Neleus'  daughter  fair,  the  promised  bride '''. 

To  flced-famed  Argos,  next,  he  bent  his  way. 

There  mark'd  by  Fate  t'inhabit  and  to  rule 

Achaia's  numerous  people.     In  that  land 

He  married,  built  a  palace,  and  became 

The  father  of  two  valiant  fons,  by  name 


*  Her  name  was  Pero.— C. 

Iphiclus  the  fon  of  Phylacus  had  felzedand  detained  cattle  belong- 
ing to  Neleus ;  Neleus  ordered  his  nephew  Melampus  to  recover 
them,  and  as  fecurity  for  his  obedience  feized  on  a  confiderable  part 
of  his  pofleflions.  Melampus  attempted  the  fervice,  failed,  and  was 
caft  into  prifon ;  but  at  length  efcaping,  accomplilhed  his  errand, 
vanquiflied  Neleus  in  battle,  and  carried  off  his  daughter  Pero, 
whom  Neleus  had  promifed  tp  the  brother  of  Melampus,  but  had 
afterward  refufed  her. — B. 

■f  His  brother's  name  was  Bias.  — B.  &  C. 

3  Antiphates 
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Antlphates  and  Mantius.     To  the  firft 
Was  bom  Oiclcus  ,  from  O'cleus  fprang 
Amphiaraiis,  warlike  Chief  renovvn'd. 
Whom  with  all  tendernefs,  and  as  a  friend 
Alike  the  Thund  rer  and  Apollo  prized*  -, 
Yet  reach'd  he  not  the  bounds  of  hoary  age. 
But  by  his  mercenary  confort  s  arts 
Urged  thither,  died  at  Thebes  ^.     Two  fons  he  left, 
Alcmaeon  and  Amphilochus  ;  and  two. 
Left  alfo  Mantius^  of  undying  fame, 
Clytus  and  Polyphides.     Clytus  pafs'd 
From  earth  to  heav'n,  and  dwells  among  the  Gods, 
Stol'n  by  Aurora  for  his  beauty's  fake. 
But  (brave  AmphiaraiJs  once  deceafed) 
Phoebus  exalted  Polyphides  far 
Above  all  others  in  the  prophet's  part. 
He,  anger'd  by  his  father,  roam'd  away 
To  Hyperefia,  where  he  dwelt  renown*d 
Throughout  all  lands,  the  oracle  of  all. 
His  fon,  named  Theoclymenus,  was  he 


•  As  a  royal  charafler  he  was  beloved  by  J'.'.pirer.  All  fuch 
were  therefore  called  atoyvjii<i  and  aiorf^ni — and  as  a  prop'iet  he  wa» 
dear  to  Apollo. — C. 

+  His  wife  Eryphyle,  bribed  by  Polynices,  perfuaded  him, 
though  aware  that  deatti  awaited  him  at  that  city,  to  go  to  Thebes, 
vsrhere  he  fell  accordingly.— B.  &  C. 

B  2  Who 
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Who  now  approached ;  Ulyfles'  fon  he  found 
Libation  off 'ring  in  his  bark,  and  pray'r. 
And  in  wing'd  accents  ardent  him  addrefs'd. 

Sir  f  lince  I  find  thee  facrificing  here, 
By  thefe  mod  hallowM  rites,  and  by  the  Gods, 
And  as  thou  liv'ft  thyfelf,  and  hopeft  the  lives 
Of  thefe  thy  people,  I  conjure  thee,  folve 
My  queilions  fpeedily,  nor  hide  the  truth. 
Who  art  thou  ?  whence  ?  where  born  ?  and  fprung 
^         from  whom  I 

To  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
I  will  inform  thee,  ftranger  !  and  will  folve 
With  truth  thy  queftions.     Ithacan  by  birth 
I  boaft  myfelf,  and  from  Ulyiles  fprung. 
But  He,  alas  !  hath  reach'd  a  woful  end, 
And  I,  believing  it,  with  thefe  have  plough'd 
The  Ocean  hither,  int'refted  to  learn 
A  father's  fate  long  abfent  from  his  home. 

Then  anfwer'd  godlike  Theoclymcnus. 
I  alfo  wander,  and  mull  leave  afar 
My  native  home;  for  I  have  llain  a  Chief 
Of  my  own  tribe  in  Argos;  num'rous  friends 
And  kinfmen  had  he  there,  and  far  and  wide 
Their  pow'r  extends.     A  dreadful  death  I  fear 
From  their  refentment,  and  have  therefore  fled, 
Doom'd  never  to  return.     But  thou  receive 

Thy 
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Thy  fuppliant,  and  afford  me  in  thy  bark 
A  refuge,  for  I  deem  them  near  at  hand. 

Then  anfwer  thus  Tclemachns  return'd. 
Fear  not  left  I  refufe  thee.     Welcome  fhare 
My  voyage,  and  in  Ithaca  receive 
Such  entertainment  as  myfelf  enjoy. 

He  fpakc,  and  at  the  ftranger's  hand  his  fpear 
Accepting,  lay'd  it  kindly  on  the  deck 
Then  climb'd,  himfelf,  the  bark,  and,  in  the  ftern 
His  feat  refuming,  placed  him  at  his  fide. 
The  moorings  loos'd,  Telemachus  aloud 
Exhorted  all  his  followers  to  the  tafk 
Of  preparation.     They  with  brifk  dlfpatch 
The  pine-maft  heaving,  in  the  central  beam 
Infixt  it,  and  at  ftern  and  prow  fecured 
The  tighten 'd  cords  ;  then,  ftraining  at  the  thongs 
Of  twifted  hide,  unfurl'd  the  ftiining  fail. 
Fair  wind,  through  cloudlefs  ether  blowing  frefh 
Minerva  fent  them,  that  the  bark  might  run 
Her  nimbleft  courfe  through  all  the  briny  way. 
Now  fank  the  fun,  and  dulky  ev'ning  dimm'd 
The  waves,  when,  driven  by  propitious  Jove, 
She  reach'd  the  length  of  Pherae ;  thence  ft>e  ftretchM 
To  facrcd  Elis  where  the  Epeans  rule. 
And  through  the  fharp  Eohinades  purfued 
Her  rapid  courfe,  him  bearing  doubtful  ftill 

E  3  Of 
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Of  life  or  death,  farpriral  or  efcape*. 

Mean-time  UlyfTes  and  the  fvvineberd  ate 
Their  cottage-mefs,  and  the  affiftant  fwains 
Theirs  alfo ;  and  when  hunger  now  and  thirli 
Had  ceafed  in  all,  Ulyiles  thus  began. 
Proving  the  fwineherd,  whether  friendly  ftillj 
And  anxious  for  his  good,  he  would  intreat 
His  flay,  or  haften  him  to  feek  the  town. 

Eumasus,  hear  me,  and  let  thcfe  thy  friends 
Hear  alfo.     Much  deiire  I  feel  to  feek 
At  early  dawn  the  city,  there  to  beg, 
Left  1  diftrefs  you.     But  afford  me,  firft, 
Needful  inftruclions,  and  a  trufty  guide 
Who  may  condudl  me  thither;  there  my  tail; 
Muft  be  to  roam  the  ftreets,  and  to  obtain 
From  whom  I  may,  the  mendicant's  reward, 
A  little  bread,  and  a  few  drops  to  drink. 
Ulyffes'  palace  I  fliall  alfo  feek, 
Aqd  to  difcrete  Penelope  report 
My  tidings  ;  neither  Ihall  I  fail  to  mix 
With  thofe  imperious  fuitors,  who,  tbemfelves 
!Full-fed,  may  fpare  perhaps  fome  booq  to  me, 


*  Thofe  Jdands  of  the  Echinadps  are  intended  which  were  t^^r 
to  the  opening  of  the  bay  of  Corintlj  and  the  mouth  of  the  Ache- 
loiis-— C, 

Me 
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Me  (hall  thjey  find,  in  whatfbe'er  they  wi(h 

Their  ready  fervilor,  for  (underftand 

And  mark  me  well)  the  herald  of  the  fkies, 

Hermes,  from  whom  all  a6iions  of  mankind 

Receive  their  grace  and  poliih,  is  my  friend. 

So  that  in  menial  offices  I  fear 

No  rival,  whether  I  be  call'd  to  heap 

The  hearth  with  fuel,  or  dry  wood  to  cleave, 

To  roaft,  to  carve,  or  to  dillributc  wine. 

As  oft  the  poor  are  wont  who  ferve  the  great. 

lb  whom,  Eumasus  !  at  thofe  words  difpleafcd, 
Thou  didll  reply.     Gods  !   how  could  fuch  a  thought. 
My  gueft  !  poflefs  thee  ?  furcly  thou  defign'ft 
Thy  own  deftru6lion,  purpofing  to  feek 
Thofe  fuitors,  and  to  mingle  with  a  throng 
Whofe  impious  riots  echo  to  the  fkies. 
Them,  no  fuch  fervitors  attend,  as  thou, 
But  youths  well-cloak'd,  well  veiled  ;  fleek  their  heads. 
And  fmug  their  countenances  ;  fuch  alone 
Are  their  attendants,  and  the  polifli'd  boards 
Groan  overcharged  with  bread,  with  flefh,  with  wine. 
Reft  here  content  ;  for  neither  me  nor  thefe 
Thou  wearieft  aught,  and  when  Ulyfles*  fon 
Shall  come,  he  will  with  veft  and  mantle  fair 
Attire,  and  fend  thee  whither  moft  thou  would'ft. 

To  whom,  Ulyires,  Hero  toil-inured. 

£  4  I  ^vifh 
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I  wifh  thee,  O  Eumasus  !  dear  to  Jove 
As  to  myfelf,  for  whom  thy  friendly  care 
Provides  that  I  fhall  ccafe,  henceforth,  to  roam 
A  wretched  mendicant ;  for  anguiih  none 
Can  equal  his,  who  ilrays  by  famine  urged. 
And  fears  and  trembles  wherefoe  er  he  flrays. 
Since  thou  detain'ft  me,  then,  and  bidd'ft  me  waslE 
His  fon*s  arrival,  tell  mc — lives  the  Sire 
Of  brave  Ulyfles  ftill,  whom  here  he  left 
Declining  faft  into  the  vale  of  years  ? 
And  lives  his  mother  ?  or  have  both  deceafcd 
Already,  and  defcended  to  the  fhades  ? 

To  whom  the  mafter  fwinehe^d  thus  replied. 
Hear  then,  my  gueft  !  the  truth.     Laertes  lives. 
But  importuning  Jove  with  ceafelefs  pray'r 
For  fpeedy  riddance  of  a  weary  life  j 
Such  pangs  he  fufFers  for  his  abfent  fon^ 
-'And  for  the  confort  of  his  early  choice, 
Whofe  death  fo  wrung  his  heart,  that  wither'd  age 
Invaded  him,  or  ere  its  date  arrived. 
She  died  of  forrow  for  her  glorious  fon. 
And  died  deplorably  ;  may  never  friend 
Of  mine,  or  benefadlor  die  as  fhe  *  ! 
While  yet,  though  worn  with  misVy,  (he  furvived, 

♦  She  i$  faid  to  have   hanged  herfelf.— B.  ^  C. 

With 
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With  her  converfing  I  could  oft  abate 

My  troubles  much  ;  for,  in  my  childifh  days 

She  cherifh'd  me,  and  fuch  maternal  care. 

Or  hardly  lefs,  than  for  her  youngeft-born 

The  Princefs  Ctimena  *  (he  felt^  vouchfafed 

Continually  to  me.     With  her  I  grew 

To  riper  years,  and  when  we  both  attained 

Our  blooming  youth,  they  gave  her  to  a  Chief 

Of  Samos,  who  repaid  the  precious  gift 

With  countlefs  dow'r.     But  me,  firfl,  well-fupplied 

With  fandals,  mantle,  vcft,  fhe  bade  forfake 

Ulyiles'  palace  for  the  diftant  field, 

Yet  loved  me,  fo  fcquefter'd,  ftill  the  more. 

I  mifs  her  kindnefs  now  ;  but  gracious  heav'n 

Makes  ufeful  to  myfelf  my  labours  here  ; 

Hence  have  I  food,  and  hence  I  drink,  and  hence 

Refrefh,  fometimes,  a  worthy  gueft  like  thee. 

But  neither  gracious  word  nor  bounteous  deed 

Can  reach  me  now,  from  Her  who  rules  us  all. 

So  is  the  houfe  infefted  with  the  plague 

Of  that  lewd  throng.     Glad  would  my  fervants  be 

To  reach  their  miftrcfs'  ear,  and  from  herfelf 

Her  pleafure  learn  ;  beneath  the  royal  roof 

'4^Q  drink  and  eat,  and  bring  a  portion  home ; 

*  Sifter  of  Ulyffes.— B.  &  C. 

For 
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For  gift  and  grant  make  heavieft  labour  light*. 

Then  anfwer  thus,  Ulyfles  wife  return'd. 
Alas !  good  Twain,  Euinaeus,  how  remote 
From  friends  and  country  waft  thou  forced  to  roam 
Ev'n  in  thy  childilli  days  !     But  tell  me  true. 
The  city  where  thy  parents  dwelt,  did  foes 
Defpoil  it  ?  or  did  elfe  fome  hoftile  band 
Surprifing  thee  alone,  on  herd  or  flock 
Attendant,  bear  thee  with  them  o'er  the  Deep, 
And  fell  thee  at  this  Hero's  houfe,  who  pay'd 
Donbtlefs  for  thee  no  fqrdid  price  or  fmall  ? 

To  whom  the  mafter  fwineherd  in  reply. 

Stranger !  fince  thou  art  curious  to  be  told 

My  ftory,  filent  liftcn,  and  thy  wine 

At  leifure  quaff.     The  nights  are  longeft  now. 

And  fuch  as  time  for  fleep  afford,  and  time 

For  pleafant  conf 'rence  ;   neither  were  it  good 

That  thou  fhould'ft  feck  thy  couch  or  ere  the  time. 

Since  even  fleep  is  hurtful,  in  excefs  ^, 

And 

•  It  feems  plain,  though  uRnoticed,  I  believe,  either  by  tranfla- 
tors  or  commentators,  that  by  ^^Lut^  in  this  place  Eumsus  intends 
his  own  fervants ;  for  the  fervants  of  the  fuitors  are  out  of  the 
<jueftion,  and  male  fervants  belonging  to  the  houfcho'.d  and  dwelling 
in  the  palace  it  no  where  appears  that  there  were  any. 

f  To  fleep  tuo  long  makes  us  rcfemble  more  the  Dead  than  the 
Living,     ^fchines  de  Somno. — C. 

foi  excefs  in  fleep   is  in  its  very  nature  ur/riendly  both  to  our 

minds 
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And  is  there  here  whom  wearinefs  o'erwhelms 
With  ilamber  now,  let  fuch  an  one  retire. 
And,  on  the  morrow,  let  him  eat  betimes 
His  mefs,  and  drive  my  mafter's  herd  abroad. 
But  we  with  wine  and  a  well-furnifh'd  board 
Supplied,  will  folace  mutually  derive 
From  recolle6\ion  of  our  fuiferings  paft; 
For  who  hath  much  endured,  and  wander'd  far. 
Finds  the  recital  ev'n  of  forrow  fweet ; 
Now,  therefore,  hear,  for  I  will  tell  thee  mine  *, 

There  is  an  ifland  (thou  haft  heard,  perchance. 
Of  fuch  an  i|le)  named  Syria  ■•■ ;  it  is  placed 
Above  Ortygia,  and  a  dial  owns 
True  to  the  tropic  changes  of  the  year  t, 

No 

jninds  3.nd  bodies,  and  to  our  performance  of  the  various  duties  of 
life.  While  we  lletp  we  are  of  no  more  confequence  than  the 
Dead.  But  he  who  wilhes  Life  indeed,  and  is  chiefly  concerned  to 
acquire  wifdom,  will  keep  himfelf  as  much  as  pofiible  awake,  con- 
fidering  fuch  a  pradice  as  more  than  any  thing  effential  to  his  well- 
toeing.     Plato  de  Legib,  Lib.  viit — C, 

*  It  is  pleafant  to  recolleft  the  Pafl ;  not  only  fuch  things  as 
pleafed  us  at  the  moment,  but  even  the  unpleafing,  if  our  condi- 
tion has  fiiice  changed  for  the  better.  The  reafon  is,  that  not  to 
be  afflifted  is,  icfelf,  a  comfort.     Ariftotle's  Rhet,  Lib.  i.  C.  ii. — C, 

t  Not  improbably  the  irthmus  of  Syracui'e,  an  ifland,  perhaps, 
or  peninfula  at  that  period,  or  at  leall:  imagined  to  be  fuch  by 
Homer.     The  birth  of  Diana  gave  fame  to  Ortygia. — F.     c^u^'-''   '  c^ytx^ 

X  "081  Tfawai  jJs/toto. — The  Tranflator   has  rendered  the  paflage  i^^^^^^^^-^^^^^*^ 
according  to  that  interpretation  of  it  to  which  feveral  of  the  bed 

cxpofUQi? 
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No  great  extent  <lie  boafts,  yet  is  (lie  rich 

In  cattle  and  in  flocks,  in  wheat  and  wine. 

Ko  famine  knows  that  people,  or  difeafe 

Noilbmc,  of  all  that  elfewhere  feize  the  race 

Of  miferable  man  ;  but  when  old  age 

Steals  on  the  citizens,  Apollo,  arm'd 

With  filver  bow  and  bright  Diana  come, 

Whofe  gentle  fhafts  difmifs  them  foon  to  reft. 

Two  cities  fhare  between  them  all  the  ifle. 

And  both  were  fubjedl  to  my  father's  fway 

Ctelius  Ormenides,  a  godlike  Chief. 

It  chanced  that  from  Phoenicia,  famed  for  fkil! 

In  arts  marine,  3  vefTel  thither  came 

By  fharpers  mann'd,  and  laden  deep  with  toys* 

Now,  in  my  father's  family  abode 

A  fair  Phoenician,  tall,  fiill-fized,  and  ikill'd 

In  works  of  elegance,  whom  they  beguiled. 

While  Ihe  wafh'd  linen  on  the  beach,  befide 

The  ihip,  a  certain  mariner  of  thofe 

Seduced  her  ;  for  all  women,  ev'n  the  wife 

And  fober,  feeble  prove  by  love  aflaird. 

Who  was  fhe,  he  enquired,  and  whence  ?  nor  fhe 

Scrupled  to  tell  at  once  her  father*s  home. 

cxpofitors  incline.  Nothing  can  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  fuppofe,  that 
Homer,  fo  corredl  in  his  geography,  could  mean  to  place  a  Medi- 
terranean iidand  under  the  Tropick; 

I  am 
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I  am  of  Sidon  *,  famous  for  her  wealth 
By  dying  earnM  *  ;  from  Arybas  I  fprang, 
Rich  Arybas.     Me  Taphian  pirates  ftole 
Returning  from  the  field,  and  hither  borne 
On  board  their  galley,  fold  me  to  the  Chief 
Of  all  this  ifland,  in  vvhofe  houfe  I  dwell. 

Then  anfwer  thus  her  paramour  relurn'd. 
Fly,  now,  with  us,  and  thou  fhalt  fee  again 
Thy  parents  in  their  own  high-roof 'd  abode  ; 
For  ftill  they  live,  and  flill  arc  wealthy  deem'd. 

To  whom  the  damfel.     Even  that  might  be. 
Would  ye,  ye  feamen,  by  a  folemn  oath 
AfTure  me  of  a  fafe  conveyance  home. 

Then  fware  the  mariners  as  Hie  required, 
And  {he,  their  oath  completed,  fpake  again. 

Now,  filcnce  !  no  man,  henceforth,  of  you  all 
Accoft  me,  though  he  meet  me  on  the  road. 
Or  at  yon  fountain  ;   left  fome  bufy  tonguc 
Report  it  in  my  antient  matter's  ear. 
Who,  with  fufpicion  touchM,  may  me  confine 
In   cruel  bonds,  and  death  coutrive  for  you, 

*  A  principal  city  of  Phoenicia. 

f  Ur,>.vx»>^M  in  this  place  is  underftood  by  the  Scholiaft  to  flg- 
nl fy  the  fame  TT^yaia?;  and  with  good  reafon ;  for  in  Sidon  wtre 
no  workers  in  brafs,  but  many  dyers,  the  purple  found  there  being 
in  the  higheft  eftiiration,  and  the  people  enriched  by  it  accord- 
ingly.—B.  &  C. 

±  But 
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But  be  ye  clofe  ;  provide  your  (lores  in  hafle  i 
And  when  your  vefTel  (hall  be  freighted  full. 
Quick  fend  itic  notice  ;  for  1  mean  to  bring 
What  gold  focver  opportune  I  findj 
And  will  my  paflage  cheerfully  defray 
With  ftill  another  moveable.     I  nurfe 
The  good  man's  fon,  an  urchin  ihrevvd,  of  age 
To  fcamper  at  my  fide ;  him  will  I  bring, 
Whom  at  fome  foreign  maikct  ye  fliall  prove 
Saleable  at  what  price  foe'er  ye  will. 

So  faying,  fhe  to  my  father's  houfe  return'd. 
They  fpent  the  year  cpmplete,  their  vefTers  hold 
Storing  with  purchafed  goods  of  every  kind, 
And  when,  that  talk  perform'd,  they  needed  fiou 
But  to  return,  their  meflcnger  arrived 
To  fummon  down  the  woman  to  the  fhore* 
Then,  ent'ring  at  my  fathers  palace  gate. 
An  artift,  fuch  he  feem'd,  for  fale  produced 
Beads  of  bright  amber,  rivetted  in  gold. 
My  mother  (then  at  home)  with  all  her  maids 
Handling  and  gazing  on  it  with  delight, 
Propofed  to  purchafed,  and  he  the  nod 
Significant,  gave  unobfcrv'd  the  while 
To  the  Phcenician  woman,  and  return'd. 
She,  thus  admonifh'd,  caught  my  yielding  hand 
And  led  me  forth.     The  tables  and  the  cups 

Left 
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Left  by  the  lords,  my  father's  dally  jruelts 

And  followers,  in  the  veftibule  (he  found  ; 

For  they,  my  Sire  attending,  had  with  Him 

The  crowded  forum  fought.     'Ihrce  cups  flic  Icized, 

Which  to  her  bofom  nimbly  flie  convey'd 

And  bore  them  off.     An  unfufpedling  child 

I  paced  befide  her.     Evening  now  embrown'd 

The  winding  paths,  and  we,  with  hafiy  fteps 

Defcending  to  the  port,  erelong  arrived 

Where  the  wide-fail'd  Phoenician  galley  lay. 

They  placed  us  both,  then,  ent'ring,  fwiftly  cleav'd 

Their  liquid  road,  by  favourable  gales, 

Jove's  g\(t,  impell'd.     Six  days  we  day  and  night 

Continual  failed,  but  when  Saturnian  Jove 

Now  bade  the  fev'nth  bright  morn  illume  the  fkie?,    . 

Then,  (haft-arm'd  Dian  ftmck  the  woman  dead. 

She  headlong  pitch'd  at  once  into  the  bilge 

Like  a  fea-coot ;  whence  heaving  her  again. 

The  fcamen  gave  her  to  be  fifhes'  food. 

And  I  furvived  to  mourn  her.     But  the  winds 

And  rolling  billows  bore  them  to  the  coali 

Of  Ithaca,  where  with  his  proper  goods 

Laertes  purchased  me  ;  and  tlius  it  chanced 

That  e'er  I  favv  this  ifle,  my  prefent  home. 

To  whom  UlyiTcs,  glorious  Chief,  replied. 
Eumaeus !  thou  haft  moved  me  much,  thy  woes 

Enumerating^ 
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Enumerating  thus  at  large.     But  Jove 
Hath  neighbour'd  all  thy  evil  with  this  good. 
That  after  numVous  forrows  thou  haft  reach'd 
The  houfe  of  a  kind  mafter,  at  vvhofe  hands 
Thy  fuftenance  is  fure,  and  here  thou  lead'ft 
A  tranquil  life  ;  but  I  have  late  arrived, 
City  after  city  of  the  world  explored. 

Thus  mutual  they  conferr'd,  nor  leifure  found 
Save  for  fhort  fleep,  by  morning  foon  furprifed. 
Telemachus,  mean-time,  approaching  land. 
His  gallant  friends,  at  once,  caft  loofe  the  fail, 
Lovver'd  the  maft,  and  oar'd  the  veflel  in. 
Her  anchors  heavM  aground,  and  hawfers  tied 
Secure,  themfelves,  forth-ifluing  on  the  fhore, 
Breakfaft  prepared,  and  charged  their  cups  with  wine  *. 
When  neither  hunger  now,  nor  thirft  remained 
Unfatibficd,  Telemachus  began. 

Pufh  ye  the  fable  bark  without  delay 
Home  to  the  city.     I  will  to  the  field 
Among  my  fhephcrds,  and,  (my  rural  works 
Survey'd,)  at  eve  will  to  the  town  return. 
To-morrow  will  I  fet  before  you  wine 
And  plenteous  viands,  wages  of  your  toil. 

Then  godlike  Theoclymenus  inquired. 

•  The  anchors  were  lodged  on  the  itiore,  not  plunged  as  ours. 

Whither 
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Whither  muft  I,  my  Ton  ?  whofe  houfe  of  all 
The  Chiefs  in  Ithaca,  fhall  me  receive  ? 
Shall  I  dirc6lly  to  the  Queen's  and  thine  ? 

Then  thus  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
1  would  invite  thee  to  proceed  at  once 
To  our  abode,  (ince  nought  fhould  fail  thee  there 
Of  kind  reception,  but  it  were  a  courfe 
Unfafe  for  thee,  fince  elfcwhere  I  muft  feek 
Myfelf  a  lodging  now,  nor  will  the  Queen 
My  mother  fee  thee,  for  fhe  rarely  leaves 
Her  own  retirement,  but  the  fuitors'  eyes 
Avoiding,  fits  continual  at  the  loom. 
But  thou  may'ft  fafely  feek  another  Chief 
By  name  Eurymachus,  the  noble  fon 
Of  Polybus,  whom  all,  with  one  confent. 
In  all  our  ifland,  rev'rence  as  a  God. 
'Far  nobler  than  the  reft  is  he,  and  fecks 
More  ardent  than  his  rivals  far^  to  wed 
My  mother,  and  to  fill  my  father's  throne. 
But  long  or  e'er  thofe  nuptials  fhall  arri\'e, 
A  day,  perchance,  with  dircft  evil  fraught 
Shall  find  them  all. — 1  he  Thund'rer  only  knows. 

To  him  thus  fpeaking,  on  the  right  appear'd 

Apollo's  chofen  meffenger,  a  fwift 

High-foaring  falcon  *  ;  in  bis  talons  clasp'd 

*  The  -(Egyptians  feem  to  have  confecrated  the  hawk  to  Apollo, 

whom  in  their  language  thsy   name  Orus;  for  they  affirm  that  the 

vou  XV,  F  hawk 
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A  dove  he  bore,  and,  as  he  pluckM  the  prey. 
Between  the  youthful  hero  and  his  bark 
Pour'd  Hke  a  fhow'r  her  plumage  to  the  ground. 
Then,  calling  him  apart,  the  prophet  feized 
His  benefadlor's  hand,  and  thus  he  faid. 

Think  not,  Telemachus  !  that  bv  the  Gods 
Unguided,  and  by  chance,  this  bird  hath  ta'en 
A  flight  thus  hopeful.     Soon  as  I  perceived 
I  knew  him  ominous — In  all  the  ifle 
No  family  of  a  more  royal  note 
Than  yours  is  found,  and  yours  (hall  ftill  prevail. 

Then  anfvver  thus  Telemachus  return'd. 
Fail  not  this  word  of  thine,  my  friend !  and  foon 
I  will  enrich  thee  fo,  that  all  who  meet 
Or  but  behold  thee,  fliall  pronounce  thee  blcft. 

Then,  to  Piraeus  thus,  his  friend  approved. 
Pirseus,  fon  of  Clytius !  (for  of  all 
My  followers  to  the  (liore  of  Pylus,  none 
More  prompt  than  thou  hath  my  delires  performM^ 
Now  alfo  to  thy  own  abode  condu(5t 
This  llranger,  whom  with  hofpitable  care 
Cherifh  and  honour  till  myfelf  arrive. 

hawk  vifits  him ;  an  opinion  founded  on  the  nature  of  the  bird,, 
which  delights  to  foar  aloft,  and  has,  of  all  others  the  fteadiell  and 
moll  undazzled  fight  when  tlie  fun  (hines  with  brighteft  fplendour. 
^lian  de  Animal.  Lib,  x.  C.  14— C. 

To 
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To  whom  Piraeus,  gallant  youth,  replied. 
Telemachus  !  however  long  thy  Hay, 
Pan61ual  I  will  attend  him,  and  no  want 
Ofkindeft  welcome  fhall  he  find  with  me. 

So  faying,  he  climb'd  the  fhip,  then  bade  the  crew 
Embarking  alfo,  caft  the  moorings  loofe, 
And  each,  obedient,  to  his  bench  repair'd. 
Mean-time  Telemachus  his  fandals  bound) 
And  lifted  from  the  deck  his  glitfring  fpear. 
Then,  as  Telemachus  had  giv'n  command^ 
Son  of  divine  Ulyfles,  casing  loofe 
The  moorings,  forth  they  pufhM  into  the  Deep 
And  fought  the  city,  while  with  nimble  pace 
Proceeding  thence,  the  youthful  hero  fought 
The  cottage,  where  Eumaeus,  friend  fincere 
To  both  his  maftcrs,  watch'd  his  num'rous  charge. 


St  A  R  G  U- 
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ARGUMENT 


OF  THE 


SIXTEENTH       BOOK. 


Telemachus  difpatches  Eumasus  to  the  city  to  inform  Penelope  of 
his  fafe  return  fromPylus;  durltig  his  abfence.UlyfTes  makes  him- 
felf  known  to  his  fon.  The  fuitors,  having  watched  for  Telema- 
chus in  vain,  arrive  again  at  Ithaca. 


BOOK     XVI, 

At  early  dawn,  Ulylles  and  his  holl 
Kindling  the  cottage  fire,  their  food  prepared. 
And  fent  the  peafants  with  their  herds  abroad. 
The  watch-dogs,  while  Telemachus  approach'd, 
Bark'd  not,  but  fawn'd  around  him.     At  that  light. 
And  at  the  found  of  ftet,  now  drawing  nigh, 
UlyfTes  in  wing'd  accents  thus  remark'd. 

Eumacus  !  fomc  familiar  friend  of  thine. 
Or  other  whom  thou  know'ft,  is  on  his  way 

Toward 
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Toward  us,  for  thy  dogs  bark  not,  but  fawn 
Around  him ;  and  his  fteps  now  ftrike  mine  ear. 

Scarce  had  he  ceafed,  when  his  own  fon  himfelf 
Stood  in  the  veftibule.     Upfprang  at  once 
Eumasus  wonder-ilruck,  and  letting  fall 
The  cups  in  which  he  then  fat  mingling  wine. 
Flew  to  his  youthful  lord,  and,  weeping,  kifs'd 
His  hands,  his  forehead,  and  his  radiant  eyes. 
As  when  a  father  folds  in  his  embrace 
Arrived  from  foreign  lands  in  the  tenth  year 
His  darling  fon,  the  offspring  of  his  age. 
His  only  one,  for  whom  he  long  hath  mourn'd. 
So  kifs'd  the  noble  peafant  o'er  and  o'er 
Godlike  Telemachus  !  as  one  efcaped 
From  inftant  death,  and,  plaintive,  thus  he  fpake. 

Light  of  my  eyes,  thou  com'ft  ;  it  is  thyfelf, 
Sweeteft  Telemachus  !   whofe  fafe  return 
From  diftant  Pylus  hopelefs  feem'd  to  me. 
Enter,  my  fon  !   that  I  may  feaft  my  mind 
With  contemplation  of  fo  dear  a  gueft 
Arrived  fo  newly  from  a  foreign  fhore. 
I'hy  farm  delights  not  thee;  we  feldom  fhare 
Thy  prefence;  thee  it  pleafes  moft  to  dwell 
In  the  throng'd  city,  witnefling  the  wafle 
And  havock  made  by  thy  voracious  foes. 

To  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 

F  3  My 
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My  gentle  father  !  I  will  oft'ner  fee 

Thy  face  hereafter ;  and  I  now  arrive 

For  that  fame  purpofe,  and  from  thee  to  learn 

If  ftill  my  mother  occupy  content 

Her  wonted  home,  or,  by  fome  other  Chief 

At  length  efpoufed,  have  left  Ulyfles'  bad. 

Untenanted  and  of  no  future  ufe, 

To  be  by  noifome  fpiders  webb'd  around. 

To  whom  the  mafler-fvvineherd  in  return, 
Kot  fo,  fhe,  patient  ftill  as  ever,  dwells 
Beneath  thy  roof,  but  all  her  cheerlefs  days 
Pefpairing  waftes,  and  all  her  nights  in  tears. 

So  faying,  Eumaeus  at  his  hand  received 
His  brazen  lance,  and  o'er  the  ftep  of  ftonc 
Enter'd  Telemachus  ;  at  his  approach 
His  feat  Ulyfles  haftily  refign'd, 
"Which  thus,  replacing  him,  his  fon  refufed. 

Gueft,  keep  thy  feat ;  our  cottage  will  afford 
Some  other,  which  Eumaeus  will  provide. 

He  fpake,  and,  as  he  bade,  UlyfTes  fat. 
Then,  with  green  twigs  beneath,  and  Ikins,  above^. 
Of  thickeft  fleece,  a  feat  Eumceus  raifed. 
And  down  fat  young  Telemachus.     His  board 
With  viands,  remnants  of  the  former  day, 
Jle  furnifh'd  next,  and  heaping  high  with  bread 
Jiis  bafkcts,  charged  an  ivy-cup  with  wine, 

4  An<i 
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And  oppofite  to  his  illuftrious  lord 

UlyfTes  fat     Toward  the  ready  feaft 

Their  hands  they  ilretch'd,  and  (hunger  now  and  thirft 

Both  fatisfied)  Telemachus,  his  fpeech 

Addreffing  to  their  generous  hofl,  began. 

My  father !  whence  this  llranger-guefi:  of  thine 
And  wherefore  here  arrived  ?  what  country  boall 
The  mariners  on  board  whofe  bark  he  came  ? 
For  none  on  foot  comes  hither,  well  I  know. 

To  whom  EumsEus,  thou  didft  thus  reply. 
My  fon  !   with  truth  thy  queftions  I  refolve. 
He  boafls  him  fprung  from  anceftry  renown'd 
In  fpacious  Crete,  and  hath  the  cities  feen 
Of  various  lands,  by  fate  ordain'd  to  roam. 
Ev'n  now,  from  a  Thcfprotian  fhip  efcaped. 
He  reach'd  my  cottage — but  I  yield  him  thine. 
Accept  the  gift ;  deal  with  him  as  thou  wiltj 
He  is  thy  fuppliant,  and  depends  on  thee. 

Then  thus,  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
Thy  words,  Eumaeus  !  fill  me  with  diftrefs. 
For,  fay,  what  gueft  or  llranger  can  abide 
Secure  beneath  my  roof  ?  myfelf  am  young. 
Nor  yet  of  ftrength  fufficicnt  to  repel. 
An  ofFer'd  infult,  and  my  mother's  mind 
In  doubtful  balance  hangs,  if.  Hill  with  me 
\n  inmate,  (he  fhall  manage  my  concerns, 

F  4  For 
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For  her  firft  hufband's  fake,  and  for  the  fake 
Of  her  own  good  report,  or  fhall  efpoufc 
The  noblefl:  of  her  wooers,  and  the  befl 
Entitled  by  the  fplendour  of  his  gifts  *. 
But  I  will  give  him,  fince  I  find  him  lodgM 
Beneath  thy  roof,  a  mantle  and  a  veft, 
A  two-edg'd  fword,  and  fandals  for  his  fcei. 
With  convoy  to  the  country  of  his  choice. 
But  let  it  pleafe  thee  to  detain  him  flill 
An  inmate  here,  and  I  will  hither  fend 
Such  raiment  as  he  needs,  nor  fhall  he  want 
Due  fulienance,  but  fhall  from  me  receive 
Of  all  forts,  left  he  burthen  thee  and  thine. 
For  where  the  fuitors  come,  there  fhall  not  he 
With  my  confent,  nor  ftand  expofed  to  pride 

*  This  hefitation  and  uncertainty  of  purpofe  which  the  prince 
here  imputes  to  his  mother,  Spondanus  underftands  to  be  incon- 
fiRent  with  what  is  faid  by  Minerva  in  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
ceding book,  concerning  the  urgency  with  which  fhe  was  prelTed  by 
her  father  and  her  brethren  to  wed  Eurymachus.  The  learned  Critick 
charges  Telemachus  on  this  account  either  with  forgetfuhiefs  of  the 
information  given  him  by  Pallas,  or  with  want  of  faith  in  it,  and 
adds  that  on  the  whole  there  is  an  incongruity  between  the  paflages 
which  fecnis  altogether  unpardonable.  But  he  is  well  anfwered  by 
Clarke,  who  obferves,  that  in  the  fifteenth  book,  Penelope  is  not 
faid  by  Pallas  to  have  her/elf  m^At  up  her  mind  on  the  fubjedl  and 
to  have  refolved  to  marry  Eurymachus,  but  merely  to  be  much  im- 
portuned by  her  kindred  to  do  fo.  The  inconfillence  therefore  is 
nowhere  but  in  the  imagination  of  Spondanus. 

And 
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And  petulance  like  theirs,  lelt  by  fome  fneer 
They  wound  him,  and  through  him,  wound  alfo  me; 
For  little  is  it  that  the  boldeft  can 
Againfl  Co  many;  numbers  will  prevail. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Ulyfles  toil- inured. 
Dear  youth  !  iince  even  I  may  freely  fpeak. 
Ye  rend  my  tortured  foul,  while  ye  relate 
The  crimes  with  which  thofe  fuitors  dare  infefl: 
A  Prince's  manfion,  amiable  as  thou. — 
Is  thy  fubmiffion,  choice  ?  or  have  the  words 
Of  fome  confulted  oracle  inclined 
All  hearts  againft  thee  ?  can 'ft  thou  charge  the  blame 
On  faithlefs  kindred  ?  for  we  boldly  truft 
A  kinfman,  even  in  the  fierceft  field  ? 
Oh  that  myfelf  had  youth  as  I  have  will. 

Or  that  renownM  Ulyfles  were  my  fire, 

******** 

Might  fome  brave  alien  ftrike  me  to  the  ground 
That  moment  headlefs,  if  I  fail'd  at  once 
To  feek  thofe  plund'rers  in  the  royal  houfe. 
And  to  avenge  my  fuff'rings  on  them  all  *. 

And 

*  The  Greek  line — 

' EX6oi  a-hriTivut'    (sTt  yoif  Kcci  tXTrido?  ulaxj 
being  for  very  cogent  reafons  rejeifled  from  this  place  by  Euftathius 
and  by  Clarke  alfo,  as  ferving  only  to  confufe  the  fenle,  though  I 
had  tranflated  it  in  the  hril  edition,  I  have  here  omitted. 

It 
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And  fhoiild  I  wage  an  unruccefsful  fight 
Alone  with  many,  rather  would  I  die 
At  my  own  home,  than  witnefs  evermore 
Their  unexampled  deeds,  guefts  flioved  alidc 
Maidens  dragg'd  forcibly  from  room  to  room, 
Cafks  emptied  of  their  rich  contents,  and  them 
Indulging  glutt'nous  appetite  day  by  day 
Enormous,  without  meafure,  without  end. 
To  whom,  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
My  gueft  I  thy  queflions  I  with  truth  refolvc. 
Me  no  confulted  oracle  hath  doom'd 
To  popular  diflike,  nor  have  I  caufe 
Of  falfe  and  faithlefs  kindred  to  complain. 
For  Jove  hath  from  of  old  with  fingle  heirs 
Our  houfe  fupplied  ;  Arcefias  none  begat 
Except  Laertes,  and  Laertes  none 
Except  Ul}fres,  and  Ulyiles  me 
Left  here  his  only  one,  ere  yet  of  age 
To  re  com  pen  fc  his  love  from  whom  I  fprang*. 

Thence 

It  was  probably,  as  Clarke  obfervcs,  transferred  hither  by  foir.e 
Mnflcilful  copyill  from  Bcok  xix.  ^i\t  where  it  occurs  with  a  litUe 
difference, 

*  Valuable  and  fenfible  children  will  not  only  love  each  other 
the  more  for  the  fake  of  their  cojniTiOn  parents,  but  their  parents 
likewife  for  the  fake  of  each  other;  efteeming  it  not  the  leaft  of 
the  many  obligations    they  owe  them^  that  liiey  have  given  them 

brothers. 
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Thence  comes  It  that  our  palace  fvvarms  with  foes  *  ; 

For  all  the  rulers  of  the  neighbour  ifles, 

Samos,  Dulichium,  and  the  foreft-crovvn'd 

Zacynthus,  others  alfo  rulers  here 

In  craggy  Ithaca,  my  mother  woo. 

And  day  and  night  all  riot  at  my  cofl. 

For  while  fhe  neither  can  at  once  reje6l 

Their  hated  offers,  nor  imagine  means 

Of  clear  deliv'rance  from  them,  they  devour 

Mean-time  my  fubftance,  and  will  alfo  foon 

Myfelf  deftroy,  but  heav'n  difpofes  all, 

Eumaeus  !  hafte,  my  father !  bear  with  fpeed 
News  to  Penelope  that  I  am  fafe, 
And  have  arrived  from  Pylus ;  I  will  wait 
Till  thou  return  ;  and  w^U  beware  that  noiae 

brothers.  Homer,  therefore,  has  with  great  propriety  introduced 
Telemachus  complaining  of  it  as  a  misfortune  belonging  to  his 
family,  to  have  one  fon  only,     Plutarch  deFraterno  amore.— C. 

*  Clarke  here  adduces  the  following  lines  from  Oppian's  Halieu- 
tica.  Lib.  in.  V.  358. 

'ilj  S'  cttot'  o((p»nxoTo  fxtr  «i'9/oio  fiiTM^fn 

As  when  beneath  fome  noble  orphan's  roof 
Cali'd  and  uncall'd  his  iellow-ftriplings  fwarm, 
The  whole  day  long,  and  fcorning  to  abftain 
Piminiih  ceai'eleis  his  unwanaged  means 

Hear 
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Hear  thee  befide^  for  I  have  many  foes. 

To  whom  Eumaeus  thou  didll  thus  reply. 
It  is  enough.     I  underftand.     Thou  fpeak'fl 
To  one  intelligent.     But  fay  befide. 
Shall  I  not  feize  th'  occalion,  as  I  go, 
With  the  fame  joyful  tidings  to  confole 
Diftrefs'd  Laertes  ?  who  while  yet  he  mourn*d 
Ulyfles  only,  could  o'erfee  the  works. 
And  dietted  among  his  menials  oft 
As  hunger  prompted  him  ;  but  now,  they  fay. 
Since  thy  departure  to  the  Pylian  fhore, 
He  neither  eats  as  he  was  wont,  nor  drinks. 
Nor  overfees  his  hinds,  but  lighing  fits 
And  weeping,  wafted  even  to  the  bone. 

To  whom  Ulyfles'  offspring  in  return. 
Hard  though  it  be,  yet  to  his  tears  and  fighs. 
Him  leave  we  now.     We  cannot  what  we  would. 
For  were  the  courfe  and  order  of  events 
At  our  control,  it  were  the  foremoft;  wifh 
Of  all  our  hearts,  to  fee  my  Sire's  return. 
Thou,  therefore,  wander  not  from  field  to  field 
In  queft  of  Him,  but,  once  thy  meffage  told. 
Speed  home  again,  and  let  the  Queen  difpatch 
Her,  fecretly,  in  whom  fhe  moft  confides. 
Charged  with  thy  tidings  for  the  Senior's  ear. 
He  faid,  and  urged  him  forth,  who  binding  on 

His 
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His  fandals,  to  the  city  bent  his  way. 

Nor  went  Enmagus  from  his  cottage  forth 

Unmark'd  by  Pallas,  but  the  Goddefs  came, 

In  femblance  an  accompllfh'd  damfel,  fair 

And  of  majeftic  mien  ;  before  the  gate 

Her  ftand  fhe  took.     Ulylfes  from  within 

Beheld  her,  but  Telemachus,  his  fon 

Difcern'd  her  not ;  for  Pow'rs  divine  reveal 

Their  prefence  in  whofe  light  foe'er  they  pleafe, 

Ulyfles,  therefore,  and  Eumaeus'  dogs 

Alone  defcried  her,  and  the  aftrighted  hounds 

Bark'd  not,  but  whined,  and  hid  them  where  they  might. 

She  beckon'd  him  ;  he  faw  the  gracious  fign 

Intelligent,  and  ifluing  through  the  court 

Before  her  Hood,  when  thus  the  Goddefs  fpake. 

Laertes'  progeny,  for  wiles  rcnown'd  ! 
No  longer  from  thy  fon  his  lire  withold, 
But  fpeak  thee  plainly  fuch  ;  then  planning  here, 
Deftrudlion,  lirll:,  for  all  your  foes  at  home, 
Halle  to  the  city,  where  ye  Ihall  not  want 
My  prefence  long,  for  I  delire  the  fight. 

Minerva  fpake,  and  with  her  rod  of  gold 
Touch'd  him  ;  his  mantle,  firft,  and  veil  flie  made 
Pure  as  new-blanch'd  ;  dilating,  next,  his  form. 
She  gave  dimenlions  ampler  to  his  limbs  ; 
Swarthy  again  his  manly  hue  became, 

I  Round 
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Round  his  fufi  face,  and  black  his  bufhy  chin. 
The  change  perform'd,  Minerva  difappear'd, 
And  the  illultrious  Hero  turn'd  again 
Into  the  cottage ;  wonder  at  that  light 
Seiz'd  on  Telemachus  ;  alkance  he  look'd, 
Awe-ftruck,  not  unfufpicious  of  a  God, 
And  in  wing'd  accents  eager  thus  began. 

Thou  art  no  longer  whom  I  lately  faw, 
Thy  vefture  was  not  fuch,  nor  wore  thy  cheeks 
This  healthful  hue.     The  wond'rous  change  befpeaks 
A  Deity,  and  thou  defcend'fl:  from  heav*n. 
Oh,  fmile  on  us,  that  we  may  yield  thee  rite* 
Acceptable,  and  bring  thee  golden  gifts 
Elaborate  ;  ah  fpare  us,  Pow'r  divine  1 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  Hero  toil-inured. 
I  am  no  God.     Why  deem'ft  thou  me  divine*  } 
I  am  thy  father,  for  whofe  fake  thou  lead'ft 
A  life  of  woe,  by  violence  opprefs'd. 

So  faying,  he  kifsM  his  fon,  while  from  his  cheeks 
Tears  trickled,  tears  till  then,  perforce  reftrained. 
Telemachus,  (for  he  believ'd  him  not 
His  fiithcr  yet)  thus,  wondVing,  fpake  again. 

My  father,  fald'il  thou  ?  no.     Thou  art  not  He,, 

•  A  line  which,  as  Plutarch  obferresi  might  ferve  as  a  proper 
anfwer  to  a  flatterer.— C. 

But 
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But  fome  Divinity  beguiles  my  foul 

With  mock'ries,  to  afilidl  me  flill  the  more  ; 

For  never  mortal  man  could  fo  have  wrought 

By  his  own  pow'r ;  fome  intcrpofing  God 

Alone  could  render  thee  both  young  and  old  ; 

For  old  thou  waft  of  late,  and  foully  clad, 

But  wear'ft  the  femblance,  now,  of  thofe  in  heav'n  ! 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  ever  wife,  replied. 
Telemachus  !  it  is  not  w'ell,  my  fon  ! 
That  thou  {hould'ft  greet  thy  father  with  a  face 
Of  vvild  aftonifhment,  and  ftand  aghaft. 
Ulyfles,  fave  myfelf,  none  comes,  bo  furc. 
Such  as  thou  fee'ft  mc,  num'rous  toils  achieved 
And  woes  fuftain'd,  I  vilit  once  again 
My  native  country  in  the  twentieth  year. 
This  wonder  Athenaean  Pallas  wrought. 
She  cloth'd  me  even  with  what  form  the  would 
For  fo  fhe  can.     Now  poor  I  fccm  and  old. 
Now  young  again,  and  clad  in  frefh  attire. 
So  eafy  is  it  to  the  Pow'rs  above 
T*exalt  or  to  debafe  a  mortal  man. 

So  faying,  he  fat.     Then  threw  Telemachus 
His  arms  around  his  father's  neck,  and  wept. 
Pangs  of  foft  forrow  not  to  be  fupprefs'd 
Seized  both  ;  in  murmur'd  founds  of  tend'reft  tone 
They  breath'd  it  forth,  more  piteous  than  the  bird, 

(Eagle, 
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(Eagle,  or  hook-nail'd  vulture)  from  whofe  nefl 
Some  fwain  hath  ftol'n  her  yet  unfeather'd  young. 
So  they  their  cheeks  with  big  round  drops  of  woe 
Bedewing  flood,  nor  had  the  fetting  fun 
Ceflation  of  their  weeping  feen,  had  not 
Telemachus  his  father  thus  addrefs'd. 

What  fhip  convey'd  thee  to  thy  native  fhore. 
My  father  !  and  what  country  boaft  the  crew  ? 
For,  that  on  foot  thou  not  arrivM'ft,  is  fure. 

To  whom  his  long-affli6led  fire  replied. 
My  child  !  I  will  inform  thee.     Learn  the  truth, 
Condudled  by  Phaeacia's  gallant  fons 
I  came,  a  race  accudom'd  to  convey 
Strangers  who  vifit  them  acrofs  the  Deep. 
Me,  o'er  the  billows  in  a  rapid  bark 
Borne  flecping,  on  my  native  fhores  they  lay'd. 
Enrich 'd  with  many  a  precious  gift,  with  brafs. 
With  tiffued  raiment,  and  with  flore  of  gold. 
Which,  warn'd  from  heav'n,  in  caves  conceal'd  I  left. 
And  by  fuggefiion  of  Minerva  fought 
This  cottage,  where  I  will,  with  thee,  concert 
Fit  means  to  punifh  our  voracious  foes. 
Now,  therefore,  fort  and  fum  them  i  I  would  know 
Both  whence  they  come,  and  their  united  force. 
That,  next,  I  may  confult  my  dauntlefs  heart 
If  we  alone  may  match  them,  and  contend 

Ourfelves 
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Oiirfclvcs  with  all,  or  muft  have  aid  befide. 

Then,  anfwer  thus  his  Ton,  difcrete,  return'd. 
My  father  !  I  have  ever  heard  thee  praifed 
For  wifdom,  and  for  nnatchlcfs  might  in  arms, 
But  with  aftonifhment  this  word  of  thine 
O'erwhclms  me.     Can  fo  many  and  fo  brave 
Be  match'd  by  two  alone  ?  for  neither  ten 
Are  they,  nor  twenty,  but  more  numVous  far. 
Learn,  now,  their  numbers,     Fifty  youths  and  two 
Came  from  Dulichium  ;  they  are  ehofen  men. 
And  f]x  attendants  follow  in  their  train; 
From  Samos  twenty  youths  and  four  arrive, 
Zacynthus  alfo  of  Achaia's  fons 
Sends  twenty  more,  and  Ithaca  fupplies, 
Herfelf,  twelve  nobles.     Medon  alfo  waits 
On  thcfe,  the  herald,  and  the  bard  divine. 
With  other  two,  for  culinary  fkill 
Selected,  and  to  drefs  the  fumptuous  board  '  , 
Should  we  within  the  palace,  we  alone, 
Aifail  them  all,  I  fear  left  thy  revenge 
And  thy  return  alike,  difafirous  prove 
And  bitter  to  thyfelf.     But  recoiled — 

•  The  fuitors  according  to  this  reckcnrng  were  in  number  one 
hundred  and  eight,  with  eight  fervants  befide  the  herald  and  the 
bard  ;  in  all,  one  hundred  and  eighteen.— B.  Sc  C. 

VOL.  IV.  G  Think 
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Think,  if  thou  canft,  on  whofe  confed'rate  arm 
Strenuous  on  our  behalf  we  may  rely. 

To  him  replied  his  patient  father  bold. 
I  will  inform  thee.     Mark.     Weigh  well  my  words. 
Will  Pallas  with  the  glorious  Sire  of  all 
Suffice  us  ?  or  demands  the  defp'rate  fight 
More  ftrenuous  aids  and  mightier  ilill  than  they  ? 

Then  anfwer  thus  Telemachus  returnM. 
Good  friends  indeed  are  they  whom  thou  hall  named, 
Though  throned  above  the  clouds ;  for  their  control 
Is  univerfal  both  in  earth  and  heav'n. 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  toil-worn  Chief  renown'd. 
Not  long  will  they  the  glorious  Itrife  decline, 
When  once  within  my  palace  fhall  be  tried 
Whofe  might  in  arms  furpafles,  theirs  or  ours. 
But,  thou,  departing  at  the  dawn  of  day. 
Rejoin  thofe  haughty  fuitors,  and,  erelong, 
Eiimseus  me  fhall  to  the  city  lead 
In  form  a  miferable  beggar  old. 
And  fliould  they  with  diflionourable  Icorn 
Infult  me,  patient  thou  my  wrongs  endure  ; 
Or  fliould  they  even  drag  me  by  the  feet 
Abroad,  or  fmite  me  with  the  fpear,  thy  wrath 
Refraining,  gently  counfel  them  to  ceafe 
From  fuch  extravagance  ;  but  well  I  know 

That 


I 
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That  ceafe  they  will  not,  for  their  hour  is  come  *. 
And  mark  me  well ;  repofe  what  now  I  fay 
Deep  in  thy  foul.     What  time  Minerva's  felf 
Shall  prompt  me  to  it,  fhaking  then  my  brows 
I  will  admonifh  thee  ;  thou,  fo  apprized, 
Remove  what  arms  foe'er  thou  find'ft  below. 
And  in  the  chamber's  clofe  recefs  above 
Secure  them,  and  with  feign'd  compofure,  fay, 
When,  miffing  them,  the  fuitors  afk  the  caufc, 
I  have  but  farther  placed  therti  from  the  fmoke  ; 
For  they  appear  no  longer  thofe  which  erft 
Ulyfles,  going  hence  to  Ilium,  left, 
So  fmirch'd  and  fullied  by  the  breath  of  fire. 
This  weightier  reafon  (thou  (halt  alfo  fay) 
Some  God  fuggefted  to  me — left  inflamed 
With  wine,  ye  wound  each  other  in  your  brawls. 
Shaming  both  feaft  and  courtfhip  ;  for  the  view 
Itfelf  of  arms  incites  to  their  abufe. 
Yet  leave  two  faulchions  for  ourfelves  alone, 


*  UlyfTes  not  only  curbs  his  own  indignation,  but  underftanding 
by  his  fon's  difcourfe  that  he  too  is  indignant  and  by  nature  hoftile  to 
profligate  and  wicked  perfons,  his  alfo.  For  as  we  bridle  not  the 
horfe  while  he  runs,  but  before  he  ftarts,  fo  likewife,  before  we 
condudl  thofe  who  are  of  hot  and  fiery  temper  to  the  |)ublick  games, 
we  prepare  them  for  the  contell  with  wholefome  counkl  and  pre- 
caution. 

Plutarch  de  audiend.  poecis. — C. 

G    2  Two 
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Two  bucklers  and  two  fpears,  which  we  will  fclze 
With  fudden  force,  and  Pallas  and  her  Sire 
Their  hearts  fhall  fill  with  womanifh  difmay. 
Hear  alfo  this,  and  hold  the  caution  faft. 
If  thou,  indeed,  be  mine,  by  true  defcent 
Ulyfles'  offspring,  of  my  fafe  return 
Let  none  hear  news  from  thee  ;  no,  not  my  fire 
Laertes,  nor  Eumaeus,  nor  of  all 
Our  menials  any,  nor  herfelf  the  Queen, 
That  thou  and  I,  alone,   may  fearch  the  drift 
,  Of  our  domeflick  women,  and  may  prove 
Our  ferving-men,  who  rcvVences  and  fears. 
And  who  contemns  us  both,  but  chiefly  thee 
So  gracious,  and  fo  worthy  to  be  loved  *. 

Him  then  thus  anfwer'd  his  illuftrious  fon. 
My  father  !  Thou  (halt  underftand,  I  trull. 
Hereafter,  that  thy  genuine  fon  am  I, 
Nor  want  a  manly  mind.     But  I  account 
Thy  purpofed  courfe  unlikely  to  avail 


*  All  thefe  diredions  concerning  the  removal  of  the  weapons 
were  rejefted  from  this  place  by  the  Antlents,  and  apparently  with 
good  reafon  ;  for  when  they  occur  again  in  Book  XIX.  this  inllruc- 
tion  relating  to  the  arms  to  be  left  is  not  mentioned,  neither  when 
they  adually  remove  them  do  the  hero  and  his  fon  leave  any.  Da- 
cler  and  Barnes  however  juftlfy  the  infertion  of  thefe  precepts  here, 
but  Clarke  would  expunge  them.  Their  inconfiftency  with  the  fe- 
quel  feems  to  warrant  it. 

Thyfclf  I 
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Thyfelf  or  me ;  for,  I  intreat  thee,  think 
How  tedious  were  it,  at  thy  fevVal  farms 
To  vilit  all  the  fervants,  proving  each, 
And  the  proud  fuitors  mercilefs  devour 
Mean-time  thy  fubftanee,  nor  abftain  from  aught  *. 
Learn,  if  thou  wilt,  (and  I  that  courfe  myfelf 
Advife)  who  flights  thee  of  the  female  train. 
And  who  is  guiltlefs  ;  but  I  would  not  try 
From  houfe  to  houfe  the  men,  fiir  better  proved 
Hereafter,  if,  in  truth,  propitious  figns 
From  heav'n  have  promifed  thee  the  Thund'rer's  aid^. 
Thus  they  conferr'd.    The  gallant  bark,  mean-time, 
Reach'd  Ithaca,  which  from  the  Pylian  Ihore 
Had  brought  Telemachus  with  all  his  band. 
Within  the  many-fathom'd  port  arrived 


•  Por  UlylTes  had  fervants  not  Only  in  Ithaca  but  on  the  continent, 
who  could  not  be  vifited  and  put  to  the  proof  individually  but  at  the 
coll  of  much  time. — C.  The  advice  of  Telemaciius  therefore  is  good, 
and  the  poet  recommends  him  by  it  to  our  relped,  as  a  Ion  worthy 
of  fo  wife  a  father. 

+  If  you  are  not  fecure  of  the  divine  aflillance  which  you  have  fo 
confidently  proteffed  to  expeft,  then  indeed  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
make  trial  of  the  man-fervants,  and  to  avail  yourfelf  of  the  aid  of 
thofe  whom  you  Ihall  find  faithful  among  them.  Otherwife,  to  put 
the  women  to  the  proof  may  be  fufficient  ;  and  how  they  are  difpofed 
toward  you,  you  will  readily  difcover,  fince  they  are  always  on  the 
fpot.  This  will  be  a  prudent  meafure,  and  to  this,  therefore,  I 
make  no  ohjeclion. 

G  3  His 
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His  lufty  followers  haled  her  far  aground. 
Then  bore  their  armour  homeward,  but  the  gifts, 
A  fplendid  ftore,  to  Clytius*  houfe  convey'd. 
Next,  to  the  royal  manfion  they  difpatch'd 
An  herald,  charged  with  tidings  to  the  Queen, 
That,  fafe  return'd,  Telemachus  had  fought 
Eumaeus*  cottage,  and  the  bark  had  fent 
Home  to  the  city  ;  that  the  matchlefs  dame 
Relieved  from  needlefs  fear  might  ceafe  to  mourn. 
They,  then,  the  herald  and  Eumaeus,  both 
Charged  with  one  meflage,  meeting,  in  the  court 
Of  their  illullrious  lord  together  flood. 
And,  while  the  women  compafs'd  him  around. 
The  herald  faid — Telemachus,  O  Queen, 
Thy  fon  is  fafe,  and  even  now  arrived. 
Eumaeus,  next  approaching  her,  rehearfed 
His  mellage  alfo  from  her  fon  received. 
And,  all  his  errand  punctually  performed, 
Leaving  the  palace,  fought  his  home  again. 

Then  were  the  fuitors  troubled,  and  with  hearts 
Deje6led,  ifluing  through  th'  exteriour  court. 
All  fat  before  the  porch,  when  thus  the  fon 
OfPolybus,  Eurymachus,  began. 

My  friends  I    The  daring  boy,  although  we  deem'd 
This  voyage  fuch  as  he  could  ne'er  achieve. 

Hath 
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Hath  yet  perform'd  it.     Send  we,  therefore,  forth 
A  bark  of  prime  repute,  her  benches  fiU'd 
With  flout  and  Ikilful  rowers,  who  fliali  hafte 
To  fummon  thofe  fuccefslefs  watchers  home. 

Scarce  had  he  faid,  when  turning  where  he  fat, 
Amphinomus  beheld  a  bark  arrived 
Jull  then  in  port ;  he  faw  them  furling  fail, 
And  feated  with  their  oars  in  hand  ;  he  laugh 'd 
Through  pleafure  at  that  fight,  and  thus  he  fpake. 

Our  meflage  may  be  fpared.     Lo  !  they  arrive. 
Some  God  perhaps  inform'd  them,  or  they  faw> 
Themfelves,  it  may  be,  the  returning  bark 
Too  fwiftly  paffing  to  be  reached  by  theirs. 

He  fpake  ;  they,  rifing,  landed  on  the  beacha 
Alert  they  drew  the  fable  bark  aground. 
And  by  his  fervant  each  his  arms  difpatch'd 
To  his  own  home.     Then,  all,  to  council  clofe 
Aflembling,  neither  elder  of  the  land 
Nor  youth  allow'd  to  join  them,  and  the  reft 
Eupithes'  son,  Antinoiis,  thus  befpake. 

Ah  1  how  the  Gods  have  refcued  him  1  all  day 
Perch'd  on  the  airy  mountain-top,  our  fpies 
Succeffive  watch'd ;  and,  when  the  lun  declinedjt 
We  never  llept  on  fhore,  but  ftill  from  eve 
To  dawn  of  morning  plough'd  the  vaft  abyfs. 
Hoping  Telemachus ;  that  we  might  feize 

G  4  And 
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And  flay  him  ;  but  his  happier  fortune  Him 

Had  mean-time  guided  to  his  native  fhore. 

Now,  therefore,  feated  here,  contrive  we  means 

For  his  deflru61ion,  fuch  as  muft  prevail; 

For  never,  while  7;^'  lives,  fhall  we  obtain 

Our  purpofed  end,  fo  fubtle  is  he  grown. 

And  the  whole  city,  now,  are  on  his  fide. 

Come,  then— prevent  him,  ere  he  call  the  Greeks 

To  council  ;  for  he  will  not  lon^  delay, 

But  will  excite  their  anger  and  will  tell 

Amid  them  all,  how  we  in  vain  devifed 

His  death  ;  a  deed  which  they  will  fcarce  applaud. 

But,   for  our  punifhment,  will  drive  us  forth 

Perhaps,  to  wander  in  fome  foreign  land. 

Prevent  him,  therefore,  quickly  ;  in  the  field 

Slay  him,  or  on  the  road  ;  fo  fhall  his  wealth 

And  his  poireffions  on  ourfelves  devolve, 

Which  we  will  (liare  in  common,  but  his  houfe 

Shall  be  the  Queen's,  and  his  whom  fhe  fhall  wed. 

If  this  difpleafe  you,  and  ye  rather  choofc 

That  he  fliould  live  and  occupy  entire 

His  patrimony,  then,  no  longer,  here 

Affcmbled,  let  us  revel  at  his  cofl. 

But  let  the  nuptial  gift  of  each,  produced. 

Plead  for  him,  and  the  Queen  that  Prince  cfpoufe 

Who  Tirolfers  mofi,  and  whom  the  fates  ordaii>> 


He 
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He  ceafcd  ;  the  aflcmbly  iilent  fat  and  mute. 
Then  rofe  Amphinomus  amid  them  all, 
Offspring  renown'd  of  Nifus,  fon,  himfclf. 
Of  King  Aretias.     Chief  was  he  of  all 
The  fuitor  train  who  from  the  pleafant  ifle 
Dulichium  had  arrived,  and  by  his  fpeech 
Moft  pleafed  Penelope,  for  he  was  mild 
And  prudent,  and  his  counfel  thus  propofed. 

Far  from  my  bofom  be  the  wifh,  my  friends  ! 
To  flay  Telemachus  ;  the  royal  race 
Is  facred,  and  may  not  be  lightly  flain. 
Firfl,  therefore,  afk  we  eounfel  from  above, 
For  fhould  the  mighty  Thund'rer  in  reply 
Commend  your  purpofe,  I  will,  then,  advife 
Myfelf  his  death,  and  help  you  ;  but  if  He 
Give  unpropitious  anfwer,  then  forbear. 

So  fpake  Amphinomus,  whom  all  approved. 
Ariling  then,  into  Ulyires'  houfe 
They  went,  where  eaeh  his  fplendid  feat  refumcd. 

Penelope,  mean-time,  refolv'd  to  appear 
Before  the  ruthlcfs  fuitors,  whofe  defign 
To  flay  her  fon  from  Medon  fhe  had  learn'd. 
The  herald,  for  his  ear  had  caught  the  found. 
Toward  the  hall  with  her  attendant  train 
She  moved,  and  when,  moft  graceful  of  her  fex. 
Where  fat  thie  fuitors  flie  arrived,  between 
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The  columns  of  the  ftately  dome  fhe  flood. 
And  cov'ring  with  her  white  veil's  lucid  folds 
Her  lovely  features,  to  Antinoiis  fpakc. 

Antinoiis,  pitilefs,  injurious  Prince ! 
The  people  deem  thee  wife,  and  thou  art  held 
Worthier  than  all  of  equal  age,  to  rule 
Their  councils;  but  fuch  worth  was  never  thine. 
How  haft  thou  dared  profanely  to  infringe 
Jove's  hofl-protc6ling  ord'nance,  and  to  fcheme 
In  his  own  houfe,  the  flaughter  of  my  fon  ? 
Know'ft  not,  that  hither,  erft,  thy  father  fled 
Fearing  the  people  furioufly  incenfed 
By  wrongs  which  he,  with  Taphian  robbers  join'd. 
Had  done  to  the  Thefprotians,  our  allies  ? 
They  would  have  rent  him  piece-meal,  and  have  made 
His  plentiful  pofleffions  all  their  own. 
But  that  Ulyfles  check'd  them,  and  reprefs*d 
Their  fierce  revenge,  whofe  kindnefs  thou  repay 'ft 
Wafting  his  wealth  ;  foliciting  his  wife ; 
Slaying  his  fon  ;  and  me  t'  affli(5l  the  more 
Enading  all  thefe  mifchiefs  for  my  fake. 
But  ceafe,  I  charge  thee,  and  bid  ceafe  the  reft. 

To  whom  the  fon  of  Polybus  replied, 
Eurymachus. — Icarius'  daughter  wife ! 
Take  courage,  fair  Penelope,  and  chafe 
Thefe  fears  unreafonable  from  thy  mind  I 

The 
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The  man  lives  not,  nor  fhall,  who  while  I  live. 

And  faculty  of  fight  retain,  (hall  harm 

Thy  fon  Telemachus.     For  thus  I  fay. 

And  thus  will  I  perform  ;  his  blood  fhall  ftream 

A  fable  current  from  my  lance's  point 

That  moment ;  for  the  town-deftroying  Chief 

Ulyfles,  oft,  me  placing  on  his  knees. 

Hath  fill'd  my  infant  grafp  with  fav'ry  food. 

And  giv'n  me  ruddy  wine.     I,  therefore,  hold 

Telemachus  of  all  men  moft  my  friend. 

Nor  hath  he  death  to  fear  from  hand  of  ours. 

But  when  the  Gods  fhall  doom  him,  die  he  mufl. 

So  he  encouraged  her,  who  yet,  himfelf. 
Plotted  his  death.     She,  re-afcending,  fought 
Her  ftately  chamber,  and,  arriving  there. 
Deplored  with  tears  her  long-regretted  Lord, 
Till  Athenaean  Pallas  foftly  bathed 
Her  clofing  eyelids  with  the  dew  of  fleep. 

And  now,  at  even-tide,  Eumaeus  reached 
Ulyfles  and  his  fon.     A  yearling  fwine 
Juft  flain  they  fkilfully  for  food  prepared. 
When  Pallas  came,  and  fmiting  with  her  wand 
Ulylles,  withcr'd  his  whole  form  again. 
And  made  his  veflure  fordid  as  before, 
Lefl,  knowing  him,  the  fwain  at  once  fhould  feek 
Penelope,  and  let  the  fecret  forth. 

Then 
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Then  foremofl:  him  Telemachus  addrefs'd. 
Noble  Eumaeus  !  thou  art  come  ;  what  news 
Bring'ft  from  the  city  ?  Have  the  warrior  band 
Of  fuitors,  hopelefs  of  their  ambufh,  reach'd 
The  port  again,  or  wait  they  ftill  for  me  ? 

To  whom  Eumaeus,  thou  didft  thus  reply. 
No  time  for  fuch  inquiry,  nor  to  range 
The  city-ftreets  had  I,  but  anxious  wifli'd 
To  make  my  meflage  known,  and  to  return. 
But,  as  it  chanced,  a  nimble  herald  fent 
From  thy  companions,  met  me  on  the  way, 
Who  reach'd  thy  mother  firft.     Yet  this  I  know. 
For  this  I  faw.     Faffing  above  the  town 
Where  they  have  piled  a  way-fide  hill  of  ftones 
To  Mercury,  I  beheld  a  gallant  bark 
Ent'ring  the  port,  a  numerous  band  flie  bore 
Of  youths,  all  warriors,  who  with  fliields  and  fpears 
Of  glitt'ring  point  had  (tored  her  to  the  brim.- 
1  heirs  I  conjcclurcd  her,  and  could  no  marc  *. 

He 

*  Mercury  having  by  command  of  Jupiter  (lain  Argus  the  keeper 
of  16,  was  brought  into  judgment  by  Juno  and  the  other  deities,  as 
the  firft  of  their  order  who  had  defiled  himlelf  with  the  blood  oi  a 
mortal.  His  judges,  however,  fearing  left  they  (hould  offend  Ju- 
piter if  they  condemned  him,  fnice  in  the  execution  of  Jupiter's 
comraands  he  had  perpetrated  the  deed,  acquitted  him  of  the  mur- 
der, but  at  the  fame  tiiie  tcftified  their  abhorrence  of  the  a»S,  pelt- 
ing him  with  their  pebbles  of  fuffr^ge  till  they  lay  in  a  heap  at  hfs 

feet. 
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He  rpake,  and,  by  Eumasus  unperccivcd, 
Tdemachus  his  father  eyed  and  fmiled. 
Their  talk  acconiplifli'd,  and  the  table  fprcad, 
They  ate,  nor  any  his  due  portion  mifs'd, 
And  hunger,  now,  and  thirft  both  fated,  all 
To  reft  repair'd,  and  took  the  gift  of  llecp. 

feet.  It  is  therefore  cudomary  for  travellers,  becaufe  Mercury  pre- 
fides  over  the  publick  ways  and  is  the  tutelary  God  of  all  who  ufe 
them,  to  raife  heaps  of  ftone  to  his  honour,  every  paffenger  con- 
tributing to  them  as  he  goes;  and  thefe  heaps  they  call  "Efrz-aja;  ^o<l>t;? 
or  hills  of  MerCLiry,     The  ilory  is  cited  from  Anticlides. — B. 
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Telemachus  returns  to  the  city,  and  relates  to  his  mother  the  prin- 
cipal pafTages  of  his  voyage;  Ulyffes,  condufted  by  Eumsus, 
arrives  there  alfo,  and  enters  among  the  fuitors,  having  been 
known  only  by  his  old  dog  Argus,  who  dies  at  his  feet.  The 
curiofity  of  Penelope  being  excited  by  the  account  which  Eumsus 
gives  her  of  Ulyffes,  fhe  orders  him  immediately  into  her  pre- 
fence,  but  Ulyffes  poftpones  the  interview  till  evening,  when  the 
fuitors  having  left  the  palace,  there  ftiall  be  no  danger  of  inter- 
ruption.    Eumaeus  returns  to  his  cottage. 


BOOK      XVII. 

Now  look'd  Aurora  from  the  Eaft  abroad, 
When  the  illuflrious  offspring  of  divine 
Uljfles  bound  his  fandals  to  his  feet, 
Seized  his  ftrong  fpear  well-fitted  to  the  grafp, 
And,  ere  he  fought  the  city  and  his  home. 
His  friend  and  hofl  Eumaeus  thus  befpake. 

Father  ! 
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Father  1  I  feek  the  city,  to  convince 
My  mother  of  my  fafc  return,  whofe  tears, 
I  judge,  and  lamentation  fhall  not  ceafe 
Till  fhe  behold  me.     But  I  alk  from  thee 
This  fervice  ;  introduce  into  the  town, 
Thyfelf,  this  haplefs  gueft,  that  he  may  beg 
Provifion  there,  a  morfel  and  a  drop 
From  fuch  as  may,  perchance,  vouchfafe  the  boon. 
I  cannot,  vext  and  harrafs'd  as  I  am 
Feed  all,  and  fhould  he  deem  fuch  treatment  hard. 
The  worfe  for  him.     Plain  truth  is  my  delight. 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  ever-wife,  replied. 
My  youthful  friend  !  I  would,  myfelf,  depart. 
Better  the  mendicant  in  cities  feeks 
His  dole,  vouchfafe  it  whofocver  may. 
Than  in  the  villages.     No  longer  young 
I  could  not  labour  hard,  nor  all  perform 
That  it  might  pleafe  a  mafter  to  command. 
Go  then,  and  when  I  fhall  have  warm'd  my  limbs 
Before  the  hearth,  and  when  the  rifea  fun 
Shall  fomewhat  chafe  the  cold,  thy  fervant's  talk 
Shall  be  to  guide  me  thither,  as  thou  bidd'ft. 
For  this  is  a  vile  garb  ;  the  frofty  breath 
Of  morning  woiild  benumb  me  thus  attired, 
And,   as  ye  fay,  the  city  is  remote. 

He  ended,  and  Telemachus  in  hade 

I  Set 


112  ODYSSEY    XVII.      33—58. 

Set  forth,  his  thoughts  all  teeming  as  he  went 
With  dire  revenge.     Arriving  at  his  home 
He  pafs'd  the  threfliold,  enter'd,  and  recHned 
His  lance  againft  a  column  of  the  dome. 
Him  Euryclca,  firft,  his  nurfe  perceived. 
While  on  the  variegated  feats  (he  fpread 
Their  fleecy  cov'ring  ;  fwift  with  tearful  eyes 
She  flew  to  him,  and  the  whole  female  train 
Of  brave  Ulyfles  fwarm'd  around  his  fon, 
Clafping  him,  and  his  forehead  and  his  neck 
Killing  affed^ionale  ;  then  came,  herfelf. 
As  golden  Venus  or  Diana  fair, 
Forth  from  her  chamber  to  her  fon's  embrace, 
The  chafte  Penelope  ;  with  tears  the  threw 
Her  arms  around  him,  his  bright-beaming  eyes 
And  forehead  kifs'd,  and  with  a  murmur'd  plaint 
Maternal,  in  wing'd  accents  thus  began. 

Light  of  thefe  eyes,  thou  com'fl,  it  is  thyfelf 
Dcareit  Telemachus  !  whofe  fafe  return 
I  never  hoped  when  once  thou  hadft  embark'd 
For  Pylus,  fecretly  and  well  afllired 
Of  my  dillent,  news  feeking  of  thy  fire. 
But  fpeak  of  Neftor,  and  defcribc  at  large 
"ihc  welcome  fliown  thcc  by  the  Pylian  fage. 

To  whom  Telemachus,  difcrcte,  replied. 
My  mother  1   fparc  to  grieve  me,  nor  affti(5l 

4  Thy 
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Thy  fon  flill  fore  diflrefs'd,  although  efcaped, 

So  newly,  from  a  death  which  feem'd  fo  fure. 

Go,  bathed  and  habited  in  frefh  attire, 

To  thy  fiiperiour  chamber,  where  arrived 

With  thine  attendant  women,  vow  to  Jove 

And  to  the  Gods  whole  hecatombs,  in  hope 

Of  juft  revenge  by  their  effedlual  aid. 

I  feek  the  forum,  there  to  introduce 

A  gueft,  my  follower  from  the  Pylian  fhore, 

Whom,  fent  before  me  with  my  gallant  friends, 

I  bade  Piraeus  kindly  entertain 

At  his  own  houfe,  till  I  fhould  vifit  mine. 

He  fpake,  nor  flew  his  words  unmark'd  away. 
She,  bathed  and  habited  in  freQi  attire. 
Sought  her  fuperiour  chamber,  where  arrived 
With  all  her  female  train,  to  Jove  fhe  vow'd 
And  to  the  Gods  whole  hecatombs,  in  hope 
Of  juft  revenge  by  their  efFe6lual  aid. 
Then,  fpear  in  hand,  went  forth  her  fon,  two  dogs 
Fleet-footed  following  him.     O'er  all  his  form 
Pallas  diffufed  a  dignity  divine. 
And  ev'ry  eye  gazed  on  him  as  he  pafs'd. 
The  fuitors  throng'd  him  round,  joy  on  their  lips 
And  welcome,  but  deep  mifchief  in  their  hearts. 
He,  (hunning  all  that  multitude,  a  feat 
Soon  found  where  Antiphus  and  Mentor  fat 

VOL.  XV.  H  And 
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And  Halltherfes,  from  their  earlieft  days 

His  father's  friends,  and  for  that  caufe  his  own, 

Who  queflion'd  him  of  all  that  he  had  feen. 

And  now  Piraeus,  leading  through  the  town 

His  gueft,  approach'd  the  council,  whom  the  Prince 

Soon  greeted,  and  as  foon  Piraeus  faid — 

Sir!   fend  thy  menial  women  to  bring  home 
The  precious  charge  committed  to  my  care. 
Thy  gifts  at  Menelaus'  hands  received. 

To  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
Piraeus  !  wait;  we  know  not  where  will  end 
Thefe  troubles.     Should  I  from  the  fuitors'  hands 
Receive  a  death-wound  privately  at  home. 
And  leave  my  fubftance  to  be  fhared  by  them, 
I  rather  wifh  thofe  treafures  thine,  than  theirs. 
But  fhould  I  with  fuccefs  for  them  devife 
A  bloody  death,  then,  wing'd  with  joy,  thyfelf 
Bring  home  thofe  prefents  to  thy  joyful  friend. 

He  faid,  and  introduced  his  anxious  guell 
Into  the  royal  manfion.     There  arrived. 
Each  on  his  throne  or  couch  his  mantle  cafl; 
Bathed  in  the  polifli'd  vafe  ;  his  limbs  bedew'd 
With  limpid  oils,  and  by  the  women  ferved 
With  fplendid  veft  and  fleecy  mantle  warm, 
Stepp'd  from  the  bath,  and  fought  his  couch  again. 
A  maiden,  next,  with  golden  ewer  charged, 

And 
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And  filver  bowl,  pourM  water  on  their  hands, 
And  fpread  the  polifh'd  table,  which  with  food 
Of  all  kinds,  furnilh'd  from  the  prefent  ftore, 
The  catVefs  of  the  royal  houfe  fupplied. 
Mean-time,  befide  a  column  of  the  dome 
His  mother,  on  a  couch  reclining,  twirl'd 
Her  flender  threads.     They  to  the  furnifh'd  board 
Stretch'd  forth  their  hands,  and,  hunger  now  and  third 
Both  fatisfied,  Penelope  began. 

Telemachusl   I  will  afcend  again. 
And  will  betake  me  to  my  mournful  bed 
Bathed  ever  with  my  tears,  lince,  following  hence 
The  fons  of  Atreus  to  the  Trojan  fliore, 
Ulyfies  left  it ;  for  our  haughty  gucfts 
Now  fill  the  court  again,  and  ftill  thou  keep'fl: 
The  hope  of  his  return,  if  thou  have  heard 
Such  tidings,  cruelly  conceal'd  from  mc. 

Her  anfwer'd  then  Telemachus  difcrete. 
My  mother !  Learn  the  truth.     We  reach'd  the  fliores 
Of  Pylus.     There,  the  venerable  Chief, 
Ncdor,  received  me  to  his  royal  home. 
And  with  fuch  welcome  as  a  father  (bows 
To  his  own  fon,  long-lofl  and  newly  found. 
Such  kindnets  Neftor  and  his  noble  fons, 
Vouchfafed  to  me.     But  never  had  he  learn'd 
From  mortal  lips,  he  faid,  my  father's  fate, 

«  a  If 
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If  flill  he  live,  or  have  already  died. 

He,  therefore,  fent  me  to  the  Spartan  court 

With  fleeds  and  chariot  of  his  own,  t'inquirc 

Of  warlike  Menelaus.     There  I  found 

Helen  of  Argos,  by  the  will  of  heav'n 

Auth'refs  of  trouble  both  to  Greece  and  Troy*. 

At  once,  the  valiant  Menelaus  afk'd 

What  caufe  had  urged  me  to  the  pleafant  vale  * 

Of  Lacedaemon  ;  plainly  I  rehearfed 

The  whole  occafion,  and  he  thus  replied. 

Ye  Gods !  they  are  ambitious  of  the  bed 
Of  a  brave  man,  however  bafe  themfelves. 
But,  as  it  chances  when  the  hart  hath  laid 
Her  fawns,  new-yean'd  and  fucklings  yet,  to  reft 
In  fome  refiftlefs  lion's  den,  flie  roams, 
Mean-time,  the  hills,  and  in  the  grafly  vales 
Feeds  heedlefs,  but  the  lion  to  his  lair 
Returning,  rends  them  both  ;  with  fuch  a  force 
Refifllefs  fhall  Ulylles  them  defiroy. 


*  It  is  an  obfervation  of  Euftathius,  that  Telemachus  retaining 
a  grateful  fenfe  of  Helen's  kindnefs  to  him  in  his  late  vifit,  afcribes 
the  troubles  which  Ihe  had  caufed  not  to  any  imprudence  or  crimi- 
nality in  her,  but  to  the  decree  of  heaven.  It  is  certain  that  when 
fhe  fpeaks  of  herfelf  as  the  occafion  of  thofe  calamities  to  both  na- 
tions, ihc  attempts  no  fuch  apology ;  from  her  we  fliould  not  have 
accepted  it,  but,  however  infuihcient,  it  is  at  leaft  graceful  when 
made  by  Telemachus.— C, 

Jove! 
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Jove !  Pallas  !  and  Apollo  !  oh  that  fuch 
As  erft  in  well-built  Lefbos,  where  he  threw 
Philomelides  *  in  a  wreftling-match 
With  mighty  force,  when  all  the  Greeks  rejoiced, 
Ulyffes,  now,  might  mingle  with  his  foes  I 
Short  life  and  bitter  nuptials  fhould  be  theirs. 
But,  now,  fuch  anfwer  as  with  earnefl  fuit 
Thou  haft  implored,  direct  and  true,  receive. 
For  I  will  nought  conceal,  but  will  impart 
All  that  the  antient  Prophet  of  the  Deep  ^ 
Hath  taught  me,  with  exa6left  truth  to  thee. 
The  God  declared  that  he  had  feen  thy  fire 
Gueft  of  the  nymph  Calypfo ;  by  conftraint 
Her  gueft,  and  from  his  native  land  withheld 
By  fad  neceffity,  for  fhips  well-oar'd 
Or  faithful  followers  hath  he  none,  whofe  aid 
Might  fpeed  him  fafely  o'er  the  fpacious  flood. 
So  Menelaiis  fpake,  whom,  thus  inform' d 


*  The  Englifli  reader  is  requefted  to  obferve  that  the  lafl  fyllable 
but  one  of  this  name  is  to  be  pronounced  long. 

There  have  been  difputes  concerning  the  perfon  fignified  by  it, 
fome  contending  that  Patroclus  is  meant,  the  fon  of  Philomela. 
But  befide  that  Homer  never  derives  his  patronyraicks  from  the  name 
of  the  mother,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  fall  of  a  perfon  fo  beloved  by 
the  Greeks  as  Patroclus  was,  Ihould  have  occafioned  univerfal  joy 
among  them. — B.  &  C.  It  is  more  probable  therefore  that  fome 
Lelbian  is  intended. — See  the  note  on  L.  422  of  Book  IV, — C» 

i  Proteus. 

H   3  At 
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At  once  I  left,  and,  favour'd  by  the  Gods 

With  profpVous  gales,  foon  reach'd  ray  native  home. 

He  fpake^  and  tumult  in  his  mother's  heart 
So  fpeaking,  raifed.     Confolatory,  next, 
'i  he  godlike  Theoclymenus  began. 

O  blamelefs  con  fort  of  Laertes'  Ton  I 
Little  the  Spartan  knew ;  but  lift  to  me. 
For  I  will  plainly  prophefy  and  fure. 
Be  Jove  of  all  in  heav'n  my  witnefs  firft. 
Then,  this  thy  hofpitable  board,  and,  laft, 
7  he  houfehold  Gods  of  the  illuftrious  Chief 
Ulyfles,  at  whofe  hearth  I  have  arrived. 
That,  even  now,  within  his  native  ifle 
From  fome  obfcure  retreat  Ulyfies  views 
Thefe  foul  enormities,  himfelf  unfeen, 
And  plans  complete  deftru6lion  for  them  alL 
So  fure  an  augury,  while  in  my  place 
On  board  the  gallant  bark  I  fat,  appear'd. 
Which  I  aloud  expounded  to  thy  fon   . 

Then  anfwcr,  thus,  Penelope  return'd. 
Fail  not  this  word  of  thine,  my  friend  1  and  foon 
I  will  enrich  thee  fo,  that  all  who  meet 
Or  but  behold  thee,   fhall  pronounce  thee  bleft. 

Thus  they  conferr'd.    Mean-time  the  fuitors  hurl'd 

*  The  hearth  was  the  altar  on  which  the  lares  or  houfehold-gods 
were  uotihipped. 

The 
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The  quoit  and  lance  on  the  fmooth  area  fprcad 

Before  Ulyfles'  gate,  the  cuftoin'd  fcene 

Of  their  contentions,  fports,  and  clamours  rude. 

But  when  the  hour  of  fnpper  now  approach'd, 

And  from  the  paftures  on  all  fides  the  fheep 

Came  with  their  wonted  drivers,  then  exclaim'd 

Medon,  the  herald  beyond  all  the  rell 

Their  fav'rite,  and  who  waited  at  the  board — • 

Enough  of  play,  young  princes !  leave  the  court 
That  we  may  drefs  our  evening  fare  within, 
Since  in  well-timed  refreihment  harm  is  none. 

He  fpake,  whofe  admonition  pleas'd.    At  once 
All,  rifing,  fought  the  palac.e  ;  there  arrived, 
On  couches  or  on  thrones  their  cloaks  they  fpread 
And,  with  a  fatted  ox,  fheep,  goats  and  brawns 
Of  hugeft  fize  llretch'd  lifelefs  on  the  floor, 
Hafl'ned  the  banquet ;   nor  with  lefs  difpatch 
Ulylles  and  Eumasus  now  prepared 
To  fcek  the  town,  when  thus  the  fwain  began. 

Since  then,  my  friend  !  obedient  to  the  will 
Of  my  young  lord,  thou  haft  refolved  to  fcek 
The  diftant  town,  although  I  wifh  thee  much 
My  fellow-lab'rer  here,  yet,  left  he  chide, 
Whofe  fharp  reproof  would  grieve  me  and  diftrefs, 
Hafte,  let  us  hence.     Day  verges  to  a  clote, 

H  4  And 
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And  foon  the  breath  of  eve  will  chill  thee  more. 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  ever-wife,  replied. 
It  is  enough.     I  underftand.     Thou  fpeak'ft 
To  one  intelligent.     We  will  depart. 
And  lead,  thyfelf,  the  way  ;  but  give  me,  firft. 
If  thou  have  one  well-feafon'd  and  at  hand, 
A  ftafF  to  lean  on,  for  ye  fpeak  the  road 
A  rugged  one,  and  dang'rous  to  the  foot. 

So  faying,  his  tatter'd  wallet  o'er  his  back 
He  caft,  fufpended  by  a  leathern  twift, 
Eumaeus  gratified  him  with  a  ftaff^ 
And  forth  they  went,  leaving  the  cottage  kept 
By  dogs  and  fwains.     He  city-ward  his  King 
Led  on,  in  form  a  fqualid  beggar  old. 
Halting,  and  in  unfeemly  garb  attired. 
But  when,  flow-travelling  the  craggy  way. 
They  now  approach'd  the  town,  and  had  attain'd 
The  marble  fountain  deep,  which  with  its  ftreams 
Pellucid  all  the  citizens  fupplied, 
(That  fountain  Ithacus  had  framed  of  old 
With  Neritus  and  Polyt'^or,  over  which 
A  grove  of  water-nourifh'd  alders  hung 
Encircling  it  around,  while  cold  the  rill 
Ran  from  the  rock,  on  whofe  tall  fummit  ilood, 
The  Naiads'  altar,  whom  no  trav'ller  fail'd, 

Come 
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Come  whence  he  might,  to  worfhip  ere  he  pafs'd  *.) 
Melantheus,  Ton  of  DoHus,  at  that  fount 
Met  them  ;  the  chofen  goats  of  ev*ry  flock. 
The  fuitors*  deftin'd  fupper,  from  the  field 
He  drove,  two  fwains  aflTifting  him.     The  churl 
Them  feeing,  in  rude  accents,  fuch  as  fired 
UlyfTes  with  refentment,  thus  began. 

Ay — this  is  well — The  villain  leads  the  vile — 
Thus  evermore  the  Gods  join  like  to  like. 
Thou  clumfy  fwineherd,  whither  would*ft  condu6l 
This  morfel-hunting  mendicant  obfcene. 
Gleaner  of  fcraps  and  fragments  ?  many  a  poft 
Shall  chafe  his  brawny  fhoulders,  while  he  feeks 
Nor  fword  nor  tripod,  but"  the  fcoundrel  meed 
Of  mammocks,  fuch  as  others  call  away. 
Would 'ft  thou  afford  him  to  me  for  a  guard 
Or  fweeper  of  my  ftalls,  or  to  fupply 
My  kids  with  leaves,  he  fhould  on  bulkier  thewes 
Supported  fland,  though  nourilh'd  but  with  whey. 
But  no  fuch  ufeful  arts  hath  he  acquired, 

*  Ithacus  and  Neritus  were  fons  of  Pterelaus,  who  derived  hlm- 
ielf  from  Jove.  At  firft  they  dwelt  in  Cephallenia,  but.  paffing 
thence  into  the  neareft  ifland,  and  finding  it,  on  account  of  its  ele- 
vated form,  a  convenient  place  for  the  confl;ru(flion  of  a  city,  they 
built  one,  which,  after  Ithacus,  was  named  Ithaca ;  a  name  by 
which  afterward  the  whole  ifland  was  denominated  ;  and  the  moun- 
tain adjoining  to  the  city>  received  the  name  of  Neritus« — B.  &  C, 

Nor 
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Nor  likes  he  work,  but  rather  much  to  extort 
Prom  others  food  for  his  unfated  maw. 
But  mark  my  prophefy,  for  it  is  true  ; 
At  famed  Ulyiies'  houfe  fliould  he  arrive, 
Hurl'd  by  the  guefts  fhall  many  a  footftool  whizz 
Around  his  ears,  and  from  his  ribs  rebound. 

So  fpake  the  babbler,  and,  approaching,  fmote 
With  brutal  force  of  his  uplifted  heel 
Ulyfles'  haunch,  yet  fhook  not  from  his  path 
The  firm-fet  Chief;  irrefolute  awhile 
He  flood,  and  doubtful,  whether  with  his  flafT 
To  ftrike  him  dead,  or,  heaving  him  on  high. 
To  dafh  him  headlong  downward  on  the  ftones. 
But,  prudent,  curb'd  his  vengeance.     With  difdain. 
Mean-time,  Eumasus  eyed  him,  and,  aloud. 
With  lifted  hands  the  Naiads  thus  implored. 

Nymphs  of  thcfe  fountains,  progeny  of  Jove  t 
If  e'er  UlyfTes  on  your  altar  burn'd 
The  thighs  of  fatted  lambs  or  kids.  Oh  grant 
That,  under  conduct  of  fome  gracious  PowV, 
The  long-regretted  Chief  may  foon  return  ! 
So  (hall  thofe  lips  be  taught  an  humbler  ftrain. 
Nor  while  thou  roam'ft  the  city,  fhall  the  flocks. 
Left  with  bad  fhepherds,  perifli  day  by  day. 

To  whom  Melanthius  anfwer  thus  return'd. 
Gods  I  with  what  force  and  fluency  the  whelp 

Hath 
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Hath  fpoken !  He  iliall  hence  on  board  my  bark 
With  me,  hereafter,  to  a  diftant  fliore. 
Where  I  will  fell  him  at  no  little  gain. 
I  wouldj  that  he  who  bears  the  filver  bow 
As  fure  might  pierce  Telemachus  this  day 
In  his  own  houfe,  or  that  the  fuitors  might, 
As  that  fame  wand'rer  {hall  return  no  more  ! 

He  faid  and  went.     They  flowly  paced  behind. 
But,  fwifter,  he,  foon  rcach'd  UlyfTes'  houfe. 
Where,  entering  with  a  fearlefs  ftride,  he  join'd 
The  fuitors,  and  his  fav'rite  of  them  all 
Eurymachus.     The  fewer  with  difpatch 
His  portion  fet  before  him,  and  his  bread, 
As  quick,  the  miftrefs  of  the  ftores  fupplied. 
Ulyfles  and  his  faithful  guide,  the  while, 
EumaeuR,  drawing  near,  the  found  perceived 
Symphonious  of  the  tuneful  voice  and  lyre, 
For  Phemius  had  begun.     They  paufed.     The  Chief 
Seized  fad  Eumaeus'  hand,  and  thus  he  faid. 

UlyfTes'  boufe,  Eumaeus !  is,  in  truth, 
A  noble  pile ;  difcernible  with  eafe 
From  all  belides.     Not  one  alone  it  feems 
But  many.     Spacious  are  the  courts;  the  walls 
Crefted  with  curious  fculpture,  and  well-framed 
The  mafiy  folding-doors.     No  man,  methinks. 
Should  e'er  achieve  by  force  his  entrance  here. 

But 
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But  many  a  giiell:  fits  banquetting  within. 
Full  well  I  know ;  fo  faft  the  fav'ry  fteam 
Fun:c:.  upward,  and  fo  fweetly  founds  the  lyre. 
Divine  afTociate  of  the  feftal  board. 

To  whom,  Eumeeus,  thou  didft  thus  reply. 
Thou  haft  well  judged  ;  no  wonder;  thou  art  quick. 
On  ev'ry  theme;  but,  now,  bethink  thee  well 
What  courfe  were  wifeft.     Ent'ring,  if  thou  wilt. 
The  manfion,  to  the  fuitors'  prefence  tend. 
Me  leaving  here ;  or  I  will  enter  firft: 
While  thou  remain'ft  ;  but  fear  to  tarry  long. 
Left  fome  proud  herald,  feeing  thee  without. 
Chafe  thee  with  ftones,  or  ftrike  thee. ;    This  concerti 
Afks  ferious  thought ;  delib'rate  and  decide. 

Him  anfwer'd,  then,  the  patient  Hero  bold. 
It  is  enough.     I  underftand.     Thou  fpeak'ft 
To  one  intelligent.     Lead  thou  the  way 
Me  leaving  here,  for  neither  ftrokes  nor  ftones 
Are  ftrange  to  me.     Familiar  with  the  toils 
Of  battle  and  with  ftormy  feas,  I  boaft 
Much  patience.     Follow,  next,  what  follow  may  t 
But  hunger  hath  a  cry  which  never  man 
Might  filcnce.     Many  an  evil  he  endures 
For  hunger's  fake.     It  is  a  craving  gulph 
To  fatiate  which,  we  plough  the  barren  Deep 
For  battle  arm'd,  and  ravage  diftant  fliores. 

Thus 
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Thus  they  convers'd  ;  when,  lying  near,  his  head 
TJlyfTes'  dog,  the  faithful  Argus  heav'd. 
And  fet  his  ears  ere6l.     The  Chief  himfelf 
Had  rear'd  him,  but,  departing  to  the  fhores 
Of  Ilium,  left  the  trial  of  his  worth 
To  youths  ofttimes  indebted  to  his  fpeed 
For  wild-goat,  hart,  and  hare.     Forlorn  he  lay, 
A  poor  unheeded  caft-ofF,  on  the  ground. 
Where  mules  and  oxen  had  before  the  gate 
Much  ordure  left,  with  which  Ulyfles*  hinds 
Should,  in  due  time,  manure  his  fpacious  fields- 
There  lay,  by  vermin  worried  to  the  bone 
The  wretched  Argus  ;  foon  as  he  perceived 
Long-loft  Ulyfles  nigh,  down  fell  his  ears 
Clapp'd  clofe,  and  with  his  tail  glad  fign  he  gave 
Of  gratulation,  impotent  to  rife 
And  to  approach  his  mafter.     At  that  fight 
Ulyfles,  un perceived,  a  ftarting  tear 
Wiped  off',  and  of  Eumaeus  thus  inquired*. 

I  can  but  wonder  feeing  fuch  a  dog 

*  The  poet,  fays  Plutarch,  has  well  exemplified  the  effeiEl  of 
unexpe(5led  evils.  Ulyfles  weeps  for  the  death  of  Argus,  but  fits 
with  dry  eyes  in  the  prefence  of  weeping  Penelope.  The  reafon  is, 
that  for  her  tears  he  was  prepared  beforehand  and  knew  likcwife 
that  he  had  a  remedy  for  them,  but  the  death  of  his  dog  occurred  to 
..him  on  the  fudden,  and  for  that  he  had  made  no  preparation. 

De  animi  Tranquillitate. — C. 

I  Thus 
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Thus  lodg'd,  Eumaeus  !  beautiful  he  feems. 
But  wanted,  I  fufped.  due  fpeed  to  match 
His  comely  fhape ;  a  table-guard,  belike. 
And  for  his  looks  prized  more  than  for  his  ufe. 

To  whom  Eumaeus,  thou  did'ft  thus  reply. 
He  is  the  dog  of  one  far  hence  deceas'd. 
But  had  he  now  fuch  body,  plight,  and  ftrength^ 
As  when  his  lord^  departing  to  the  fhores 
Of  Ilium,  left  him,  thou  (hould'fl  view,  at  once, 
With  wonder,  his  agility  and  force. 
He  never  in  the  lylvan  deep  recefs 
The  wild  bead  faw  that  'fcapcd  him,  and  he  track'd 
Their  fleps  infallible  ;  but  comfort  none 
Enjoys  he  now  ;  for  diftant  far  from  home 
His  lord  hath  died,  and,  heedlefs  of  his  dog. 
The  women  neither  houfe  nor  give  him  food. 
For  whom  Jove  dooms  to  fervitudCj  he  takes 
At  once  the  half  of  that  man's  worth  away  *. 

He  fpake,  and  pafling  the  wide  portal,  came 
Where  the  imperious  fuitors  feafting  fat. 
And  Argus,  foon  as  in  the  twentieth  year 

•  The    following    fentence    of  Theognis  exprefles    the    fame 
opinion. 

OiiTToTE   ^aXsij)   xifpciKyi   jt'Siias   'ri(pvxti), 

'AXK*    uU)    CTKoXlV.   "  C, 

No  fei  vant's  head  ftands  upright  on  his  QiouldcM  ; 
Theirs  always  have  a  twilt. 

He 
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He  had  beheld  once  more  with  fparkling  eyes 
His  lord  Ulyfles,  clofed  them,  and  expired*. 

Long  ere  the  reft,  Telemachus  perceived 
The  fwineherd's  entrance,  and  with  beck'ning  brows 
Invited  his  approach.     Eumseus  caft 
His  eye  around,  and,  feeing  near  at  hand 
The  fewer's  feat,  which  he  was  wont  to  fill 
While  with  their  portions  of  the  feaft  he  ferved 
The  num'rous  guefts,  he  placed  it  right  before 
Telemachus,  whofe  herald,  foon,  with  bread 
From  the  full  balket,  and  with  various  meats, 
An  ample  fhare,  fupplied  the  welcome  fwain. 
Him  foon  Ulyiles  follow'd,  ent'ring  flow 
The  palace,  like  a  fqualid  beggar  old, 
StafF-propp'd,  and  in  loofe  tatters  foul  attired. 
Within  the  portal  on  its  afhen  fill 
His  feat  he  found,  and,  as  he  fat,  reclined 

*  The  opinion  of  the  antients  was  that  Argus  might  have  lived 
a  little  longer  had  not  his  joy  at  the  light  of  his  old  mailer  over- 
powered him. 

As  for  the  age  to  which  the  life  of  a  dog  may  reach,  Ariflotle 
fays,  that  the  Spartan  dog  lives  ten  years  ;  the  bitch  about  twelve  ; 
the  dogs  of  other  countries  about  fourteen  or  fifteen,  fome  even 
twenty.  So  that  Homer  afcribing  twenty  to  Argus  is  by  many 
deemed  not  to  have  exceeded,  ^lian  on  the  contrary  is  fo  much 
of  a  different  opinion  that  he  calls  it  a  luj'us  llamericus. — B.  &  C. 
The  age  of  dogs  probably  varies  according  to  their  various  kinds, 
countries  and  tieatment. 

4  Againfl 
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Againft  a  cyprefs  pillar,  itrait  and  tall 
And  fhaven  fmooth,  the  labour'd  work  of  art. 
Then  took  Telemachus  a  loaf  entire 
Forth  from  the  fhining  baiket,  and  of  flefh 
A  portion,  fuch  as  with  both  hands  he  might. 
And  gave  his  friend  Eumaeus  thus  in  charge. 

Thefe  to  the  ftranger  ;  bid  him  alfo  feek 
Some  dole  from  ev'ry  fuitor ;  bafhful  fear 
III  fuits  the  mendicant  by  want  opprefs'd. 

He  fpake,  and,  as  he  bade,  Eumaeus  fought 
Ulyfles,  whom  approaching,  thus  he  faid. 

Telemachus,  oh  ftranger,  fends  thee  thcfe. 
And  counfels  t,hee  to  importune  for  more 
The  fuitors,  one  by  one  ;  for  bafhful  fear 
III  fuits  the  mendicant  by  want  opprefs'd. 

To  whom  Ulyiles,  ever-wife,  replied. 
Jove,  King  of  all  !  all  happinefs  impart 
To  dear  Telemachus,  and  ev'ry  wifh 
That  warms  his  gcn'rous  bofom  moll:,  fulfil. 

He  fpake,  and  in  his  open  palms  received 
The  plenteous  boon,  which  fpreading  at  his  feet. 
On  his  unfecmly  wallet,  while  the  bard 
Still  fang,  he  fed,  and  when  the  tuneful  voice 
And  lyre  were  heard  no  more,  he  ceafed  to  feed. 
Then  with  loud  tumult  of  the  fuitors  rang 
The  lofty  dome,  and  Pallas,  whifp'ring,  bade 

Ulyfles 
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UlyfTcs  afk  a  dole  of  remnant  bread 

From  each,  for  trial  of  the  fmoother  fort 

And  of  the  more  auilere  ;  although  fhe  tecm'd 

With  like  unfparing  Vengeance  for  them  all. 

From  r^ght  to  left  *  his  progrefs  he  began 

Petitioning,  with  oiitftretch'd  hands,  the  throng, 

As  one  familiar  with  the  beggar  s  art. 

He  mov^d  them  and  they  gave,  but  view'd  him  ftill 

With  wonder,  and  inquiries  mutual  made 

Who,  and  whence  was  he  ?    Then  the  goatherd  rofe 

Melanthius,  and  th'  aflembly  thus  addrefs'd. 

Hear  me,  ye  fiiitors  of  th'  illuftrious  Queen  ! 
This  uninvited  ftranger  have  I  met 
Elfewhere  ;  the  fwineherd  brought  him  ;  but  he  comes 
I  know  not  whence,  nor  yet  from  whom  he  fprang. 

So  he;  then  thus  Antinoiis  ftern  rebuked 
The  fwineherd.     Ah,  notorious  as  thou  art. 
Why  haft  thou  fhown  this  vagabond  the  Way 
Into  the  city  ?  are  we  not  enough 
Infefted  with  thefe  whining  hungry  drones  } 
And  haft  thou  fought  him  as  a  needful  aid 
Of  others  like  himfelf,  who  fwarming  here 
Feed,  never  fated,  at  thy  mafter's  coft  ? 


*  That  he  might  begin  aufpicloufiy.     Wine  was  ferved  in  th« 
fame  diredioo. —  F. 

VOL.  IV.  1  Td« 
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To  whom  Eumaeus,  thou  didft  thus  reply. 
Antinoiis  !  though  of  high  degree,  theu  fpeak*fl 
Not  wifely.     For  who  roams  from  fhore  to  (hon 
In  quefl:  of  any  man,  unlefs  he  claim 
For  fome  confpicuous  talent,  fuch  regard  ? 
The  prophet,  and  the  healer  of  difeafe. 
The  ikilful  artifl,  and  the  bard  infpired 
With  drains  that  charm  his  hearers,  thefe  we  feek. 
And  thefe  in  ev'ry  nation  under  heav*n 
Are  dearly  prized.     But  who  would  feek  afar, 
To  his  own  hurt,  th'  unprofitable  Poor  ? 
But  thou  of  all  the  fuitors  roughly  treat'ft 
Ulyfles'  fervants  moft,  and  chiefly  me  ; 
Proceed  ;  I  fear  thee  little,  while  the  Queen, 
With  her  illuftrious  fon,  inhabits  here  *. 

To  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
Peace  !  anfwer  not  at  large  a  man  like  him. 
Antinoiis  hath  a  tongue  accuftom'd  much 
To  tauntings,  and  promotes  them  in  the  reft. 

Then,  turning  to  Antinoiis,  quick  he  faid — 
Antinoiis!  thy  paternal  kindncfs  claims 

*  The  argument  feems  to  be  this.  You  aflc  me  why  I  have  in- 
vited a  vagabond  ?  I  anfwer,  becaufe,  in  general,  they  only  who 
CAcrcire  fome  publick  funftion  are  objecls  of  fuch  favour.  As  for 
the  poor,  they  are  never  fo  diftinguiftied.  I  have  therefore  invited 
this  indigent  perfon,  fenfible  that  had  he  not  been  afked  hither  by 
me,  he  would  have  remained  unaflccd  by  every  body. 

My 
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My  filial  thanks,  who  bidd'ft  me  fternly  drive 
The  friendlefs  flranger  hence ;  but  God  forbid  *  J 
Impart  to  him.     I  grudge  not,  rather  much 
Myfelf  exhort  thee.     Neither  fear  the  Queen 
In  fuch  a  caufe,  nor  iet  the  meaner  fear 
Of  fervants  check  thee.     But  thy  bofom  glows 
With  no  fuch  warmth  ;  thou  pleafure  find'ft  it  none 
T'  impart ;  thy  fole  delight  is  to  receive. 

To  whom  Antinous  anfwer  thus  return'd. 
High-foaring  and  intempVate  in  thy  fpeech 
How  haft  thou  faid,  Telemachus  ?  Would  all 
As  much  beftow  on  him,  he  fhould  not  feek 
Admittance  here  again  three  months  to  come. 

So  faying,  he  feized  the  ftool  which,  banquetting. 
He  prefs'd  with  his  nice  feet,  and  from  beneath 
The  table  forth  advanced  it  into  view. 
The  reft  all  gave  to  him,  with  bread  and  flefh 
Filling  his  bag.     Now,  therefore,  he  prepared 
Returning  to  his  threihold,  there  to  tafte 
His  mendicated  mefs,  but  paufed  awhile 
Befide  Antinous,  whom  he  thus  befpake. 

Kind  fir,  vouchfafc  to  me  !  for  thou  appear'ft 
Not  leaft,  but  greateft  of  the  Achaians  here. 
And  haft  a  kingly  look.     It  might  become 

^  Here  again  Q«is  occun  in  the  abftrtft. 

I  «  Thee 
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Thee  therefore  above  otliers  to  beflow. 

So  fhould  I  praife  thee  wherefoe'er  I  roam*. 

I  alfo  lived  the  rich  polfeflbr  once 

Of  fiich  a  flately  manfion,  and  have  giv*n 

To  numVous  wand'rer*  (whencefoe'er  they  came) 

All  that  they  needed  ;  I  was  alfo  fervcd 

By  many,  and  enjoy'd  vvhate'er  denotes 

The  envied  owner  opulent  and  bleft. 

But  Jove  (for  fuch  his  pleafure  was)  difperfed 

At  once  my  riches,  prompting  me  to  feek. 

With  rovers  of  the  flood,  the  ditlant  fhores 

Of  ^gypt,  for  my  fure  deflru(5lion  there. 

Within  th'  ^.gyptian  flream  my  barks  I  moor'd. 

And  charging  my  companions  not  to  ftray 

But  clofely  guard  the  fhips,  feledled  fome 

Who  fhould  afcend  the  rifing-grounds,  and  thence 

Defcry  the  country ;  but  on  evil  bent, 

And  unrefirain'd  by  fear,  thefe  flew,  at  once. 

To  rapine  ;  wafted  the  delightful  fields 

Of  the  jiEgyptians,  captive  brought  away 

Their  wives  and  little  ones,  and  flew  the  men. 

The  city  foon  alarm'd,  at  early  dawn 

Forth  came  the  citizens,  both  horfe  and  foot, 

•  Bocchus  in  the  Jugurthine  war  of  Salluft  fays — It  is  lefs  dif- 
honourable  to  a  king  to  be  overcoine  in  battle,  than  in  munificence. 

And 
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And  with  the  fplendour  of  their  dazzling  arms, 
Fill'd  all  the  plain.     Then  Jove  with  panick  dread 
Poflefs'd  my  people  ;  none  found  courage  more 
To  ftand,  for  mifchiefs  fwarm'd  on  ev'ry  fide. 
There,  num'rous  by  the  glitt'ring  fpear  we  fell. 
While  others  they  condu6led  thence  alive 
To  toilfome  fervitude  ;  but  me  they  gave 
Far  thence  in  Cyprus  landed,  to  the  King 
Dmetor  lafides,  from  whom  I  'fcaped 
In  evil  plight,  and,  now,  feek  refuge  here. 

Then  anfwer  thus  Antinoiis  harfh  return'd. 
What  demon  introduced  this  nuifance  here. 
This  troubler  of  our  feaft ;  ftand  yonder,  keep 
Due  diflance  from  my  board,  or  thou  (halt  fee 
^gypt  and  Cyprus  with  a  vengeance  foon. 
Bold  mendicant  and  deftitute  of  fhame  ! 
Thou  haunted  each,  and,  inconfid'rate,  each 
Gives  thee,  becaufe  a  gift  at  others'  coft 
Is  cheap,  and,  plentifully  ferv'd  themfelves. 
They  fquander,  heedlefs,  viands  not  their  own  \ 

To  whom  UlyfTes  while  he  flow  retired, 

*  This  fpeech  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  proud  and  injuriou* 
charafter  of  Andnous,  who,  while  he  himfelf  fets  the  other  faicors 
an  example  ot  rapine  and  has  no  mercy  on  the  goods  of  Ulyfles, 
the  moment  he  fees  them  giving  a  fcrap  to  a  beggar,  both  accufes 
them  of  profufion,  and  hypocritically  covers  his  own  obduracy  w'uh 
the  pretext  of  equity  and  conlideration, — C. 

I  3  Gods  I 
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Gods  !  how  illlb'ral  with  that  fpecious  form ! 
Thou  would'ft  not  grant  the  poor  a  grain  (rfTalt 
From  thy  own  board,  who  at  another's  fed 
So  nobly,  can  ft  not  fpare  a  craft  to  me. 

He  rpake  ;  then  raged  Antinoiis  ftill  the  more. 
And  in  wing'd  accents,  low'ring,  thus  replied. 

Take  fuch  difmiffion  now  as  thou  deferv'ft. 
Opprobrious  !  haft  thou  dared  to  fcofFat  me  ? 

So  faying,  he  feized  his  ftool,  and  on  the  joint 
Of  his  right  fhoulder  fmote  him  ;  firm  as  rock 
He  ftood,  by  no  fuch  force  to  be  difplaced, 
But  lilent  (hook  his  brows,  and  dreadful  deeds 
Of  vengeance  ruminating,  fought  again 
His  feat  the  threfhold,  where  his  bag  full-charged 
He  grounded,  and  the  fuitors  thus  addrefs'd. 

Hear  now,  ye  fuitors  of  the  matchlefs  Queen  ! 
If,  fighting  in  protection  of  our  own, 
Or  Iheep  or  oxen,  we  receive  a  blow. 
We  deem  the  grievance  flight ;  but  me  the  fierce 
Antinoiis  ftrikes,  for  that  I  dare  complain 
Of  hunger,  fource  of  num'rous  ills  to  man. 
If  then,  ye  Gods  !  with  pitying  eyes  ye  fee 
The  poor  man  injured,  bid  the  Furies  feize 
AntinoLi  s,ere  his  nuptial  hour  arrive  ! 

To  whom  Antinoiis  anfwer  thus  return'd. 
Son  of  Eupithcs.     Stranger  !  thou  haft  food  ; 

Eatj 
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Eat,  therefore,  and  be  ftill,  or  now  depart ; 
Left  my  young  friends,  to  recompence  aright 
Thy  curfes,  drag  thee  by  the  feet  or  hands 
This  moment  forth,  and  thou  be  flay'd  alive. 

He  faid,  whom  even  they  with  horrour  heard 
Themfelves,  and  thus,  indignant.  One  replied. 

Antinoiis  1  thou  didft  not  well  to  fmite 
This  haplefs  vagrant,  and  the  Gods,  perchance, 
For  thy  mifdeed  will  doom  us  all  to  die ; 
For,  in  iimilitude  of  ftrangers  oft. 
The  Gods,  who  can  with  eafe  all  fhapes  afllime. 
Repair  to  populous  cities,  where  they  mark 
The  outrageous  and  the  righteous  deeds  of  men  *. 

So  they,  for  whofe  reproof  he  little  cared. 
But  in  his  heart  Telemachus  bewail'd 
His  father's  wrongs,  yet  wept  not,  but  his  brows 
In  filence  fhaking,  teem'd  with  dire  revenge. 
And  foon  as  news  of  a  poor  wand'rer  bruifed 
And  in  her  houfe  infulted,  reach'd  her  ears. 


*  Diodorus  Siculus  affirms  it  to  have  been  the  eftablilKed  belief 
of  the  ^Egyptians,  that  the  Gods,  either  in  a  human  form  or  in  the 
form  of  fome  animal  held  facred,  vifued  occafionally  all  the  habi- 
table parts  of  the  earth.  A  circumilance,  he  abferves,  not  worthy 
to  be  accounted  fabulous,  but  probable,  if  indeed  the  world  be  of 
their  creation. —  Homer  having  vifited  ^Egypt  and  received  this. 
doftrine  from  the  priefts  of  the  country,  mentions  it  here  as  a 
verity  concsrning  which  there  could  be  no  difpute  or  queftlon. — C. 


1  4.  The 
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The  Queen,  amid'ft  her  women,  thus  exclaim^  **    - 

So  flrike  Apollo,  glorious  Archer,  thee  ! 
She  fald,  and  thus  Eurynome  replied. 

Might  pra)  'rs  of  ours  prevail,  no  fuitor  there 
Should  fee  bright  charioted  Aurora  more, 

Her  anfwer'd  then  Penelope  difcrete, 
Nurfe  1  I  deteft  them  all,  for  all  alike 
They  teem  with  mifcbief ;  but  Antinoils'  looks 
Dark  as  the  frowns  of  Fate,  appal  me  most. 
A  ftranger,  urged  by  want,  the  palace  roams 
Imploring  food  from  all,  which  all  befides 
Vouchfafed  him  largely,  butEupithes'  fon, 
Antinoiis,  bruifed  his  Ihoulder  with  a  ftool. 

While  thus  the  Queen  converting  with  her  train 
In  her  own  chamber  fat,  UlyfTes  made 
Plenteous  repaft.     Then,  calling  to  her  fide 
Eumseus,  thus  fhe  fignified  her  will, 

My  noble  friend  Eumaeus  I  hither  call 
Yon  Granger  ;   I  would  greet  him,  and  would  aft 
If  he  have  feen  UlyfTes,  or  have  heard 
I'idings,  perchance,  of  our  unhappy  lord, 
For  much  sl  wand'rer  by  his  garb  he  feems. 

To  whom,  Eum^us,  thou  didft  thus  reply. 
Were  thofe  Achaians  filent,  thoii  fhould  ft  hear, 
O  Queen  !  a  tale  that  would  thy  forrow  footh. 
Three  nights  I  houfed  hun,  and  within  my  cot 

3  Three 
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Three  days  detain'd  him,  (for  his  lliip  he  left 
A  fugitive,  and  came  diredl  to  me) 
But  half  untold  his  ftory  yet  remains. 
As  when  his  eye  one  fixes  on  a  bard 
From  heav'n  inftruded  in  fuch  themes  as  charm 
The  ear  of  mortals ;  ever  as  he  fings 
The  people  prefs,  infatiable,  to  hear. 
So,  in  my  cottage,  feated  at  my  fide. 
That  ilranger  with  his  talc  enchanted  me, 
Laertes,  he  aiHrms,  hath  been  his  guefl: 
Erewhile  in  Crete,  where  Minos  had  his  birth. 
And  thence,  defpoil'd  of  all,  and  driv'n  by  fate 
From  fliore  to  fliore,  arriving  fuppliant  here, 
lie  tells,  that  in  Thefprotia's  neighbour  realm 
lie  of  Ulyfles  heard,  both  that  he  lives. 
And  that  he  comes  with  riches  laden  home. 

To  whom  Penelope,  difcrcte,  replied. 
Hade ;  call  him.     I  would  hear,  myfelf,  his  talc. 
Mean-time,  let  tqefe,  or  in  the  palace-rgate 
Or  in  the  palace,  laugh  ;  their  hearts  are  light. 
For  their  full  boards  jntf ufion  fuiFcr  none ; 
Their  meats,  their  vv'ines,  their  own  domefticks  cheer. 
And  none  befldes ;  while  hither,  day  by  day, 
Thenifelves  reforting,  with  our  fheep  and  beeves 
And  fatted  goats  their  ceafelefs  riot  feed, 
JS^or  fpare  the  richest  wjnes,    Thus  hourly  fhrirjk 

Qur 
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Our  copious  ftores,  and  there  is  no  control ; 
For  no  fuch  friend  as  was  Ulyfles  once 
Have  I  to  expel  the  mifchief.     But  might  he 
Reviiit  once  his  native  fhores  again. 
Then,  aided  by  his  fon,  he  fhould  avenge. 
Incontinent,  the  vi^rongs  which  now  I  mourn. 

Then  fneezed  Telemachus  with  fudden  force 
That  all  the  palace  rang  ;  his  mother  laugh'd. 
And  in  wing'd  accents  thus  the  fwain  befpake. 

Hafte — bid  him  hither — that  propitious  fneeze— 
(Didft  thou  not  hear  it  ?)  was  my  fon's  reply. 
The  voice  of  inftant  doom.    Their  death  impends* 
Nor  fhall  one  fuitor  of  them  all  efcape. 
And  mark  me  well.     Should  confirmation  wait 
On  his  report,  he  fhall  from  me  receive 
Mantle  and  tunick  both  for  his  reward  *. 

She  fpake  ;  he  went,  and  where  Ulyfles  fat 
Arriving,  in  wing'd  accents  thus  began. 

Penelope,  my  venerable  friend  ! 
Invites  thee,  mother  of  the  godlike  youth 
Telemachus ;  much  troubled,  fhe  would  learn 

•  The  fneeze  was  accounted  by  the  Antlents  a  favourable  omen^ 
becaufe  it  proceeds  from  tne  head,  the  moft  honourable  part  of  the 
perfon.  For  which  reafon  it  was  cufiomary  to  bow  to  the  fneeaer* 
B.  &  C, In  an  epigram  of  the  Anthologia  it  is  'aid— 

Nor  lays,  God  blefs  me!  it  he  fneeie. 

1  From. 
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Trom  thee  Tome  tidings  of  her  abfent  lord  ; 
And  fhould  the  fequel  prove  them,  will  requite 
Thy  truth  with  fuch  a  boon  as  mod  thou  need'ft. 
With  veil  and  mantle ;  but  the  gives  no  more ; 
With  plenteous  food  the  people,  If  they  pleafe. 
Can  well  fupply  thee ;  feek  it  where  thou  may 'ft  *. 

Then  thus  Ulyfles,  Hero  toil-inured. 
Eumaeus  !  I  could  even  now  relate 
Truth,  and  truth  only,  to  the  prudent  Queen 
Icarius'  daughter  ;  for  of  him  I  know 
Much,  and  have  fufFer'd  forrows  like  his  own. 
But  that  this  churlith  multitude  I  fear. 
The  fuitors ;  whofe  enormities  and  a6ts 
Of  outrage  echo  through  the  vault  of  heav'n. 
For  while,  this  moment,  guilty  of  no  crime 
Befides,  I  roam'd  the  palace,  alking  bread, 
Antinoiis,  fave  a  bruife,  vouchfafed  me  nought ; 
Kor  could  Telemachus  avert  the  blow, 
Nor  other  here.     Now,  therefore,  let  the  Queen, 
Howe'er  impatient,  till  the  fun  defcend 
Poftpone  her  queftions,  better  far  refolved 
What  time  fhe  may  fupply  me  with  a  feat 
Lefs  diftant  from  the  fire  ;   for,  thinly  clad. 
As  well  thou  know'ft,  I  reach'd  thy  friendly  door. 

He  ceas'd  ;  whofe  anfwer  heard,  Eumaeus  went, 

*  This  feems  added  by  Eumsus  to  cut  off  from  Ulyfles  the  hope 
that  might  otherwifc  tempt  him  to  ufe  fidion. 

And^ 


140  ODYSSEY     XVII.    685-710. 

And,  meeting  him  ere  yet  the  fwain  had  pafs'd 
Her  thrcfhold,  thus  Penelope  enquired, 

Com'ft  thou  alone?  What  meansour  wand' ring  gueft, 
Eumasus  ;  fears  he  ftill  fome  heavier  harm  ? 
Or  is  it  awe  that  checks  him  ?  Ill  befits 
A  ba(hful  awe  the  wand'rer  and  the  poor. 

To  whom,  Kumseus,  thou  didTt  thus  reply. 
He  hath  well  fpoken. ;  none  who  would  decline 
The  rudenefs  of  this  contumelious  throng 
Could  anfwer  otherwife ;  he  prays  thee  much 
To  wait  till  funfet,  and  that  courfe,  O  Queen, 
Thou  wilt,  thyfelf,  prefer ;  fince  more  at  eafe. 
Far  more,  thou  flialt  converfe  with  him  alonp« 

Then  anfwer  thus  Penelope  return'd. 
The  flranger,  I  perceive,  is  not  unwife. 
Whoe'er  he  be  ;  for  under  heav'n  are  nonq 
proud,  infolent,  and  profligate  as  thefe. 

So  fpake  the  Queen,  whom  (all  his  meflage  told) 
Eumapus  leaving,  join'd  the  throng  again^j 
And  in  clofe-whifper'd  accents,  left  his  words 
Should  reach  the  fuitors,  thus  the  Prince  addrefs'd* 

Friend  and  kind  mafter !  I  return  to  keep 
My  charge,  the  fwine,  with  whatfoc'er  befldes 
yields  fuft 'nance  for  lis  both.    Keep  thou,  mean-time^ 
All  here  with  vigilance,  but  chiefly  watch 
yor  thy  own  good^  and  ffive  thi^felf  from  harm  ; 

For 
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For  numVous  here  brood  mifchief,  whom  the  Goda 
Exterminate,  ere  yet  their  plots  prevail  ! 

To  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
My  father,  finifhing  thy  next  repaft. 
Return  as  thou  haft  faid,  and  hither  drive 
At  early  dawn  frefh  vi6lims  for  the  day, 
Well-chofen  ;  with  afliftance  of  the  Gods 
Myfelf  and  mine,  the  while,  Hiall  reft  fecure. 

He  ended ;  then  refumed  once  more  the  fwain 
His  polifti'd  feat,  and,  both  with  wine  and  food 
Now  fated,  to  his  charge  return'd,  the  court 
Leaving  and  all  the  palace  throng'd  with  guefts  ; 
They  (for  it  now  was  evening)  all  alike 
Turn'd  jovial  to  the  fong  and  to  the  dance. 


ARGU- 
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OF  THE 

EIGHTEENTH     BOOK. 


The  beggar  Irus  arrives  at  the  palace ;  a  combat  takes  place  be- 
tween him  and  Ulyfles,  in  which  Irus  is  by  one  blow  vanquiftied. 
Penelope  appears  to  the  fuitors,  and  having  reminded  them  of 
the  prefents  which  (he  had  a  right  to  expeft  from  them,  receive* 
a  gift  from  each.  Eurymachus,  provoked  by  a  fpeech  of  Ulyfles, 
flings  a  footftool  at  him,  which  knocks  down  the  cup-bearer ; 
a  general  tumult  is  the  confequence,  which  continues  till  by  th» 
advice  of  Telemachus,  feconded  by  Amphinomus,  the  fuitori 
retire  to  their  fe(pe£live  homes* 


BOOK     XVIII. 

^  ow  came  a  publrck  mendicant,  a  man 
AccuftomM,  feeking  alms,  to  roam  the  llreets 
Of  Ithaca ;  one  never  fated  yet 
With  food  or  drink  ;  yet  mufcle  had  he  none, 
Or  force,  though  tall  and  of  gigantic  lize. 
Arnseus,  in  the  day  which  gave  him  birth. 
His  mother  call'd  him,  but,  jocofely  bent 

The 
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The  fuitors,  with  whofe  meflages  he  fped 
From  place  to  place,  for  his  emploj^ment'  fake. 
All  named  him,  Irus.     From  his  own  abode. 
Arriving  there,  this  coarfe  intruder  fought 
T'  expel  Ulyfles,  whom  he  thus  rebuked. 

Forth  from  the  porch,  old  man  !    or  by  the  feet 
I  drag  thee  forth.     Perceiv'ft  thou  not  a  wink 
On  evVy  brow  ?   They  bid  me  to  the  talk, 
Which  I,  through  rev'rence  of  thy  years  alone, 
As  yet  decline.     Rife,  therefore,  or  with  fills 
We  muft  contend,  in  evil  hour  for  thee  *. 

To  whom  UlyfTes,  low'ring,  thus  replied. 
Friend  !  neither  word  auftere  nor  deed  of  mine 
Hath  injur'd  thee,  nor,  whatfoe'er  thou  gain. 
Shall  I  with  envious  eyes  regard  the  boon. 
The  fill  may  ferve  us  both.     Thou  dofi:  not  well 
To  grudge  me  food,  who  feem'fi:  thyfelf  forlorn 
Not  lefs  than  I ;   fince  what  the  wand'rer  wins. 
Or  lefs  or  more,  is  all  the  gift  of  heav'n. 
But  move  me  not  to  box  ;  left,  fore  incenfed, 

*  Com-idy  perhaps  derives  its  origin  from  the  works  of  Homer, 

who  firft  d /covered  that  the  moft  ferious  and  fublime  fubjeds  would 

admit    ^f  lu^iicrous  epifodes.     He  therefore  introduces  to  the  pro- 

^'?  ute  fuitors   the   beggar   Irus  chaHenging  his  hero  to  box,  and 

'making  a  ridiculous  figure   on   the  occafion.     For  provocation,  as 

well  as  pain  and  mifery,  is  univerfally  incident  to  the  nature  and 

condition  of  man,  and  is  a  part  of  the  difcipline  by  which  he  i« 

qualified  to  endure  the  ills  of  life.— Dionyf.  Halicarn.— C. 

Though 
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Though  worn  with  age  fufficient  force  I  find 

To  fill  thy  mouth  and  bofdni  \Vith  thy  blood. 

So,  my  attendance  fhould  tomorrovv  prove 

More  tranquil  here ;  for  thou  fhould'fl  leave,  I  judge,- 

tllyfTcs'  manlion,  never  to  return. 

Then  anfvver'd  Irus,  kindling  with  difdain. 
Ye  Gods,  how  voluble  in  his  harangue 
The  hungry  wretch  1  How  like  a  wither'd  hag 
Begrimed  with  fmoke,  he  prates  !  but  ah  beware  ! 
For  I  intend  thee  mifchief,  and  to  daOi 
With  both  hands  ev'ry  grinder  from  thy  gums,- 
As  men  untooth  a  pig  prlf 'ring  the  corn  *. 
Come-^gird  thee,  that  all  here  may  view  the  flrife— ^ 
But  how  wilt  thou  oppofe  one  young  as  I. 

Thus  on  the  threfhold  of  the  lofty  gate 
They)  wrangling,  chafed  each  other,  whofe  difpute 
The  high-born  youth  Antinoiis  mark'd  ;  he  laugh'd 
Delighted,  and  the  fuitors  thus  addrefs'd^ 

Oh  friends  !  no  paftime  ever  yet  occurr'd 
Dele61able  as  this  which  heav'n  itfelf 
Now  yields  us,     Irus  and  the  ftranger  brawl 
As  they  would  box.   Hafle — urge  them  Icfl  they  cooL 

*  It  was  a  law  in  Salamis,  an  ifland  abounding  with  corn,  that  if 
a  fwine  entered  a  field  and  browzed,  her  teeth  (hould  be  knocke<J 
out. — B.&C.  An  efFcdlual  cure  perhapsj  but  lefs  humane  and  equit- 
able than  our  pradice  of  pounding. 

He 
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He  fald;  they,  laughing,  Parted  at  the  word. 
And  flew  at  once  on  all  fides  to  furround 
The  tatter'd  pair  ;   when  thus  Antinoiis  fpake. 

Attend  ye  noble  fuitors  to  my  voice. 
The  paunches  of  two  goats  lie  broiling  here^ 
Which,  filrd  with  fav'ry  piilp,  we  placed  apart 
For  fuppcr  ;  the  vi6lorious  lliall  of  thcfe 
£lc6lion  make*,  and  (hall  with  us  thenceforth 
Feaft  always;  nor  (hall  mendicant,  except 
Himfelf  alorte,  find  entrance  here  again. 

He  fpakcj  whom  iall  approv'd  ;  next,  artful  Chief 
UlyfTes  thus,  diiTembling,  them  addrefs'd. 

Princes  !  unequal  is  the  tlrife  between 
A  young  man  and  ail  old  with  misVy  worn ; 
But  hunger,  always  counlcllor  of  ill, 
Me  movies  to  fight,  that  many  a  bruife  received, 
1  may  be  foil'd  at  lafti     Now,  therefore,  fwear 
A  folemn  oath^  that  none,  for  Irus'  fake_, 
Shall  interfere  to  Iniite  me,  that,   fubdiied 
By  force  lliperiour,  I  may  yield  the  prize. 

He  ceas'd,  and,  as  he  bade,  all  prefent  fwore 
A  folemn  oath  ;  then  thus,  amid  them  all 
Tclemachus,  illuflrious  youth,  began. 


•  A   fit  prize,  it  is  obferved,  for  two  hungry  combatants  quar- 
relting  for  food. — B.  &  C» 

VOL.  IV.  K  Gueft  ! 
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Giieft  !  if  thy  fpirit  prompt  thee  to  the  talk^ 
Fearlefs  of  all  belides,  expel  him  hence. 
For  whofo  dares  fmite  thee,  fhall  foon  receive 
Himfelf  a  large  requital ;  I  am  here 
In  the  hoft's  office,  and  the  royal  Chiefs 
Antinoiis  and  Eurymachus,  alike 
Difcrete,  accord  unanimous  with  me. 

He  ceas'dj  whom  all  approved.   Then,  girding  clofe 
His  rags  about  his  loins,  Ulyfles  bared 
His  round  and  brawny  thighs,  his  ample  chefl. 
Huge  arms  and  fhoulders  broad  ;  while,  at  his  fide. 
Dilating  more  the  Hero's  limbs  and  more 
Minerva  flood  ;  the  aflembly  with  fixt  eyes 
Aftonifh'd  gazed  on  him,  and,  looking  full 
On  his  next  friend,  a  fuitor  thus  remark'd  *. 


*  Dionyfius  Halicar.  obferves  on  this  paflage  that  the  firft  In- 
Sance  of  a  naked  runner  at  the  Oiympick  games  was  Acanthus  the 
Spartan,  in  the  15  th  Olympiad,  Before  that  time,  as  we  learn 
from  Homerj  the  moll  credible  as  well  as  the  moll  antient  of  the 
^oets,  the  Greeks  univerfally,  for  decency-fake,  girded  themfelves 
in  their  publick  contells.  Accordingly  we  fee  the  cuftom  obferved 
by  Ulyfles  and  Ajax  when  they  wreftle  at  the  funeral  of  Patroclus. 
And  more  evidenly  ilill  it  is  inculcated  in  the  Odyffey,  where  Ulyfles 
•in  his  combat  with  irus,  rather  that  not  be  girded  at  all,  girds  him- 
felf with  his  rags,  and  Irus,  who  wifhes  to  decline  the  fight  and  is 
tiot  able  to  perforai  that  offic€  for  himfelf,  is  forcibly  girded  by  the 
{«rvatits» 

Antiq.  Rom.  lib.  vii, — C. 

*  Irus 
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Irus  m  Irus  fhall  no  more  be  found, 
Irus  himfelf  the  caufe.     What  youthful  force 
Surviving  in  old  age  thofe  tatters  hid  ! 

So  he— mean-time  in  Irus'  heart  arofe 
Horrible  tumult ;  yet,  his  loins  by  force 
Girding,  the  fervants  dragg'd  him  to  the  fight 
Pale,  and  his  flefh  all  quivVing  as  he  came ; 
Whofe  terrours  thus  Antinoiis  rebuked. 

Now,  wherefore  liv'fl,  and  why  waft  ever  born 
Thou  mountain-mafs  of  earth  !  if  fuch  difmay 
Shake  thee  at  thought  of  combat  with  a  man 
Enfeebled  by  diftrefs  and  worn  with  age  ? 
But  mark,  I  threaten  not  in  vain  ;  ihould  he 
Subdue  thee,  and  in  force  fuperiour  prove, 
My  bark  fhall  bear  thee,  caft  into  her  hold, 
T'Epirus,  realm  of  Echctus,  the  peft 
And  terrour  of  mankind  * ;  of  nofe  and  ears 
He  fhall  defpoil  thee  with  his  ruthlefs  fteel. 
And  tearing  by  the  roots  the  parts  away 

*  Echetus  was  one  of  the  tyrants  of  Sicily,  infamous  for  oppref- 
Ting  his  fubjeds  and  murthering  ftrangers.  He  had  fach  renown  for 
cruelty,  that  when  a  criminal  of  a  diftant  country  was  adjudged 
worthy  of  uncommon  punilliment,  he  was  fent  to  Echetus  ;  whoi'e 
invention  of  painful  and  ignominious  means  of  torture  was  fo  incx- 
Jiauftible  and  fo  wantonly  exercifed,  that,  at  laft,  his  people,  unable 
to  endure  him  longer,  very  properly  ftoned  him, — B.  Sc  C. 

Homer  calls  him  a  King  and  not  a  Tyrant,  beraufe  the  word 
Ti^fxnti  was  unknown  to  him. — C. 

K  2.  That 
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That  mark  thy  fex,  fhall  caft  them  to  the  dogs*. 
He  ended,  and  fiill  more  the  trembler's  limbs 
Shook  under  him  ;  into  the  middle  fpace 
They  led  him,  and  each  raifed  his  hands  on  high. 
Then  flood  Ulyflcs  mufing  and  in  doubt. 
Whether  to  l^rike  him  lifelefs  to  the  ground 
At  once,  or  fell  him  with  a  managed  blow. 
To  fmite  with  managed  force  at  length  he  chofe 
As  wifefl^j  left,  betray'd  by  his  own  ftrength. 
He  fhould  be  known.     Each  rais'd  his  fi(V,  and  each 
Aflail'd  his  oppofitc;     Him  Irus  flruck 
On  the  right  Ihoulders  but  Laertes'  fon 
Full  on  the  neck  and  clofe  beneath  his  ear 
Smote  Irus  with  a  force  that  fnapp'd  the  bones. 
He,  fpouting  through  his  lips  a  crimfon  ftream. 
With  chatt'ring  teeth  and  hideous  outcry  fell, 
And  with  his  heels,  recumbent,  thump'd  the  ground. 
Xoud  laugh'd  the  fuitors,  lifting  each  his  hands, 
As  they  would  die  ;  when,  feizing  fail  his  heels, 
UlyfTes  dragged  him  through  the  palace-door. 
Athwart  his  area  to  the  dillant  porch. 
Where,  placing  him  reclined  againft  the  wall, 
He  gave  him  his  rude  llaff,  and  thus  he  faid. 

,*  Tradition  fays  that  Echetus,  for  a  love-affair,  condemned  hl» 
daughter  to  lofe  her  eyes,  and  to  grind  iron  barley-grains,  while  her 
lover  was  doomed  to  fufFcr  what  Aniinoiis  threatens  to  Irus.— F. 

There 
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There  feated  now,  dogs  drive  and  fwme  away, 
Nor  claim  (thyfelf  fo  bafe)  fupreme  control 
O'er  other  guefts  and  mendicants,  left  harn> 
Befall  thee,  next,  ftill  heavier  to  be  borne. 

So  faying,  his  old  patch'd  wallet  by  the  tm{\. 
Once  more  he  flung,  and,  turning  to  th.e  ftU 
His  leat  refumed.     The  fuitors  as  he  turn'd 
Turn'd  alfo;  ftill  they  laugh'd,  and,  at  his  fide 
Aflembling,  thus  their  gratitude  e^prefs'd. 

Jove,  and  all  Jove's  alleftibrs  in  the  Ikies 
Vouchfafe  thee,  ftranger,  whatfoe'er  it  be. 
Thy  heart's  defire  !  who  haft  our  ears  reliev'd 
From  that  infatiate  beggar's  irkfome  tone. 
T'Epirus,  realm  of  Echetus,  that  fierce 
And  ruthlefs  tyrant,  fliall  he  foon  depart. 

Thvis  greeted,  with  delight  UlyfTes  caught 
The  joyful  omen.     Then  Antinoiis  placed 
The  well-fiU'd  paunch  before  him,  and  two  loaves 
From  his  own  ftore  Amphinomus,  who  charged 
His  goblet  alfo,  drank  to  him,  and  liiid. 

My  father,  hail !  O  ftranger,  be  thy  lot 
Hereafter  bleft,  however,  now,  fevere  ! 

To  whom  Ulyftes,  ever-wife,  replied. 
Amphinomus  !  to  me  thou  feem'ft  endue4 
With  fuch  difcretion  as  befits  the  fon 
Of  fuch  a  fire,  whofe  fair  report  I  know, 

jc  3  Du]ich>axi 
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Dulichian  Nyfus  opulent  and  good. 

By  rumour  thou  art  his  ;  and  prudence  niow*fl 

That  fpeaks  that  rumour  true.     Now,  therefore,  hear. 

Earth  nourifhes,  of  all  that  breathe  or  creep. 

No  creature  weak  as  man  ;  for  while  the  Gods 

Grant  him  firm  health  and  plenty,  neither  fear 

Nor  thought  hath  he,  that  he  fhall  ever  mourn  ; 

But  when  the  Gods  w  ith  evils  unforefeen 

Smite  him,  he  bears  them  with  a  grudging  mind  ; 

For  fuch  as  the  complexion  of  his  lot 

By  the  appointment  of  the  Sire  of  all. 

Such  is  the  colour  of  the  mind  of  man. 

Myfelf  have  alfo  known  in  other  days 

Both  wealth  and  eafe  ;  but  I  was  then  felf-wiird,, 

And  many  wrong' d,  emboldcn'd  by  the  thought 

Of  my  own  father's  and  my  brethren's  pow'r. 

Deal,  therefore,  none  unjuftly,  but  let  each 

Ufe  modeftly  what  gift  foe'er  of  heav'n*. 

So  do  not  thefe.     Thcfe  ever  bent  I  fee 

*  Euripides  in  his  Hecuba  fpeaks  to  the  fame  purport. 

Kccyu  yoif  rtv  wot',  cIjO^x  vZv  hk.  si'f*'  sVi, 

Tov  nrdvxot  d'  o^teoll  »)/-<asp  tv  p.  a^£i?k£To.— -C. 

Let  not  the  powerful  abufe  his  pow'r. 

Nor  the  happy  dream  of  being  always  fuch  j 

Such  once  was, I,  but  am  not  now — my  good 

Was  all  torn  ficm  me  in  a  single  day,  * 

On 
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On  deeds  injurious,  the  pofleffions  large 
Confuming,  and  diflionouring  the  wife 
Of  one,  who  will  not,  as  I  judge,  remain 
Long  abfent  from  his  home,  but  is,  perchance, 
Ev'n  at  the  door.     Thee,  therefore,  may  the  Gods 
Steal  hence  in  time  !  ah,  meet  not  his  return 
To  his  own  country  !  for  no  bloodlefs  ftrife 
Shall  his,  believe  me,  with  the  fuitors  prove. 
Should  once  he  reach  his  long-fought  home  again. 

He  ended,  and,  libation  pouring,  quafF'd 
The  generous  juice,  then  in  the  prince's  hand 
Replaced  the  cup  ;  he,  penfive,  and  his  head 
Inclining  low,  pafs'd  from  him  ;  for  his  heart 
Foreboded  ill ;  yet  Ycaped  not  even  he. 
But  in  the  fnare  of  Pallas  caught,  his  life 
To  the  heroic  arm  and  fpear  rcfign'd 
Of  brave  Telemachus.     He,  therefore,  fought 
The  throne  whence  he  had  ris'n,  and  fat  again. 

And,  now,  Minerva,  Goddefs  azure-eyed, 
Infpired  Icarius  daughter  with  the  thought 
T'  appear  before  the  fuitors  ;  fo  t'  expofe 
Their  impious  drift  the  more,  and  that  herfelf 
Still  more  illuftrious  in  Ulyffes'  eyes 
Might  thine,  and  in  her  fon's.     She  forced  a  fmile, 
DifTembling  her  diflrefs,  and  thus  the  faid. 

A  wifhj  Eurynome !    ne'er  felt  before, 

K  4  (For 
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(For  I  detpft  them  all)  now  prompts  me  much 
To  appear  bcfpre  the  fiiitors  ;  I,  perchance. 
May  fqmewhat  fpeak  that  fhall  induce  my  Ton 
T'  aflbciate  lefs  with  thofe,  who  give  him  words 
Of  oily  fmoothnefs,  but  his  death  intend*. 

Then  anfwer  thus  Elurynome  returnVU 
My  daiighter !  thou  hall  wifely  faid  and  well. 
Bathe,  therefore,  firtt,  and  o'er  thy  cheeks  difFuie 
The  grace  of  und^ion  ;  then,  fuppreffing  nought, 
Advife  thy  fon  ;  but  fhow  not  there  thy  facp 
Sullied  with  tears,  for  Vantage  none  derives 
From  ceafelefs  grief;  and  thou  haft  caufe  of  joy^ 
Since  thy  Telemachus  a  bearded  youth 
Thou  fce'fl,  whom  fuch  it  was  thy  prayV  to  fee  ^. 

'*  Thus  Demofthenes,  as  cite4  by  Clarke, 

Orat.  de  Falsa  Legatione, 
*Ori;  ^'  o[4.i\uv  riJerat  KOixtj'i';  aujp, 

To«5to;  Er*'  ok  ''■^P  %Gi7cn  |yvJy, 

But  I  no  converfe  ever  held  with  men 
Who  choofe  bafe  coi^ipany,  aware  that  al! 
Refemble  thole  whofe  feUowftiip  they  love. 

•f  Madame  llacier  is  perfuaded  that  Eurynome  does  not  fuggef| 

as  matter  of" confolacion  to  her  miflicis,  the  maturity  of  her  fpn,  but 

as  an  argument  to  enforce  the  meafure  (he   has  juft   lecommended. 

The   learned  lady  is   of  opinion  that   Penelope  being  n.other  of  a 

fon  now  arrived  at  manhooJ,  might  rcafonably  enough  be  reminded 

that  a  1  ttl-  aicentiou  to  th?  ejnbtllifliments.  of  drefs  could  hardly  be 

fuperiiuous. 

A  wonderful 
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Her  anfwer'd,  then,  Penelope  difcrete. 
Perfuade  not  me,  though  iludious  of  my  good, 
Eurynome  !  to  bathe  or  to  anoint 
My  face  with  oil ;  for  when  Ulyfles  fail'd, 
On  that  fame  day,  the  PowVs  of  heav'n  deform'd 
And  withcrM  all  my  beauties ;  therefore  hafte, 
Hippodamiii  bring,  and  bring  with  her 
Autonoe,  for  I  (hall  need  them  both 
T*  attend  me  there  ;  lince  decency  forbids 
That  I  {hould  enter  to  the  men,  alone. 

She  ceas'd,  and,  as  fhe  bade,  her  antient  nurfo 
Jlafted  to  fummon  whoin  fhe  had  enjoin'd. 

Then,  Pallas  azure-eyed,  occafion  found 
To  vifit  with  the  balmy  dews  of  fleep 
Icarius'  daughter  ;  on  her  wonted  couch 
Jleclining,  foon  as  (lie  reclin'd,  fhe  dozed. 
And  yielded  tp  foft  flumber  all  her  frame. 
Then,  that  the  fuitors  might  admire  her  more. 
The  glorious  Goddefs  cloth'd  her,  as  (he  lay. 
With  beauty  of  the  fkies  ;  her  lovely  face 
With  fuch  ambrofial  i;nguent,  firil,  flie  bathed 
As  Cythere^  chaplet^^c^wn'd  employs 

^•'  I: 

A  wonderful  interpretation,  as  Clarke  obferves,  not  to  fay  a  foolilb 
one.  It  proves  however  that  a  very  learned  perfon  may  be  much, 
a  ftudent  ot  Homer,  and  jnay  even  write  a  commentary  on  him, 
withoot  acquiring  in  the  fnialleft  degree  a  tafte  for  his  fimplicity, 

Herfelf 
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Herfelf,  when  in  the  fight-entangling  dance 

She  joins  the  Graces ;  more  majeftick  fize 

And  ftature,  next,  fhe  gave  her,  and  her  hue 

Made  fairor  than  the  elephantine  bone 

Frefh  from  the  carver's  hand.     Thefe  gifts  conferr'd 

Divine,  the  glorious  Deity  retired. 

And  now,  loud-prattling  as  they  came,  arrived 

Her  handmaids ;  fleep  forfook  her  at  the  found. 

She  wiped  a  falling  tear,  and  thus  fhe  faid. 

Care-foothing  ileep — how  welcome  to  the  foul 
Diflrefs'd  as  mine  I  I  would  that  with  a  touch 
As  gentle  chafte  Diana  would  herfelf 
This  n\pment  {et  me  free,  that  I  might  wafte 
My  life  no  longer  in  heart-felt  regret 
Of  a  lamented  hufband's  various  worth 
And  virtue,  Tor  in  Greece  no  peer  had  he ! 

She  fpakc,  and,  her  magnificent  recefs 
Forfaking,  downward  went ,  nor  went  fhe  fole 
But  with  thofe  two  fair  menials  of  her  train. 
Arriving,  mofi  majeftick  of  her  fex. 
In  prefence  of  the  num'rous  guefts,  beneath 
The  portal  of  the  (lately  dome  fhe  flood 
Between  her  maidens,  covered,  not  conceal'd. 
And  fhining  through  her  veil.     The  fudden  blaze 
AfionifhVl  them,  and  with  intenfe  defire 
Fill'd  each,  to  make  the  beauteous  prize  his  own  ; 

When. 
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When,  thus,  the  Queen  her  lift'ning  Ton  befpake. 

Telemachus  !  thou  art  no  longer  wife 
As  once  thou  waft,  and  even  when  a  child. 
For  though  thy  bloom,  thy  ftature  and  thy  fize 
Befpeak  thee  fuch    that,  even  at  a  glance, 
A  ftranger  would  difcern  thy  princely  birth. 
Still  is  thy  judgment  weak  and  immature. 
For  what  is  this  ?  why  fufFer'ft  thou  a  gueft 
To  be  abufed  in  thy  own  palace  ?  how  ? 
Know'ft  not  that  if  the  flranger  feated  here  ! 

Endure  vexation,  the  difgrace  is  thine  *  ? 

Her  anfwer'd,  then,  Telemachus  difcrete. 
1  blame  thee  not,  my  mother,  that  thou  feel'ft 
Thine  anger  moved  ;  yet  want  I  not  a  mind 
Of  ftrength  to  mark  and  to  difcern  between 
Evil  and  good ;  for,  though  not  now  a  child. 


•  Euftathius  confiders  this  allegation  of  the  mother  as  a  charge 
againft  her  fon  that  he  has  been  too  tame  a  fpedtator  of  the  injury 
done  to  the  Itranger  by  Antinoiis  when  he  threw  a  ftool  at  him ; 
and  the  anfwer  of  Telemachus,  in  which  he  takes  not  the  leafl 
notice  of  that  incident,  but  exculpates  the  fuitors  refpedling  the 
combac  between  Ulyffes  and  Irus,  he  confiders  as  an  artful  evafion  to 
which  he  has  recourfe  for  the  fake  of  peace,  and  that  he  may  cut 
Ihort  at  once  a  difagreeable  fubject  the  difcuffion  of  which  could  at 
prefent  anfwer  no  good  purpoie.  But  Clarke,  who  feems  to  have 
more  probability  on  his  fide,  can  fee  no  reafon  why  Penelope  may 
not  be  fuppofed  to  allude  to  the  combat,  in  which  cafe  the  anfwer 
of  Telemachus  is  direft  and  natural. 

Ifind 
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I  find  not,  truly  promptitude  of  thought 
Sufficient  always,  ovcraw'd  and  check'd 
By  fuch  a  multitude,  all  bent  alike 
On  miichief,  of  whom  none  takes  part  with  me. 
But  Irus  and  the  Granger  have  not  fought. 
Urged  by  the  fuitors,  and  the  ftranger  prov'd 
Vi6lorious.     Oh  Apollo,  Pallas,  Jove  ! 
I  would  that  in  the  houfc  and  in  the  court 
The  fuitors  all  fat  vanquifh'd,  with  their  heads 
Depending  low,  and  with  enfeebled  limbs. 
Even  as  that  fame  Irus,  with  his  chin 
Propp'd  on  his  bofom  in  the  portal  fits 
Drooping  as  he  were  drunk,  too  feeble,  now. 
To  fiand  ere(Si:,  or  feek  his  proper  home. 

So  they  ;  and  now  addreffing  to  the  Queea 
His  fpeech,  Eurymachus  thus  interpofed. 

O  daughter  of  Icarius  !  could  all  eyes 
Throughout  lafian  *  Argos  view  thy  charmS;, 
Difcrete  Penelope  1  more  fuitors  ftill 
Afiembhng  in  thy  courts  at  early  dawn 
Would  banquet  here ;  for  thou  furpafieft  far 
In  beauty,  ftature,  worth,  all  womankind^, 

*   From  liifus,  once  King  of  Peloponnefus, 

f  Ariilotle's  opinion,  which  was  probably  that  of  his  countrymen^ 
was  that  to  be  large  and  tali  is  e/Tential  to  female  beauty.  Diminu- 
tive perfons,  he  fays,  may  be  elegant  and  juftly  formed,  but  beauti- 
ful they  cannot  be Ethic.  Ub.  iv.  c.  7,-<-C. 

3  To 


ODYSSEY    XVtti.    301-3XA.  i^f 

To  whom  replied  Penelope  difcrete. 
Eurymachus  !  my  talents  and  my  charms 
The  Gods  ordain'd  (hould  wither  all  and  die 
When,  with  the  Greeks^  Ulylles  fail'd  to  Troy. 
Coald  he,  returning,  guide,  as  he  was  wont 
My  doubtful  ftcps,  I  fhould  at  once  difplay 
More  worth,  and  merit  far  fuperiour  praife. 
But  grief  now  marrs  me,  fuch  perpetual  ftorms 
Have  been  my  portion. — When  he  left  his  home, 
Clafping  my  wrift  with  his  right  hand,  he  faid. 

My  love  !  for  I  imagine  not  that  all 
The  warrior  Greeks  fliall  fafc  from  Troy  return, 
Since  fame  reports  the  Trojans  brave  in  fight, 
Skill'd  in  the  fpear,  mighty  to  draw  the  bow. 
And  nimble  vau-lters  to  the  backs  of  fleeds 
High-mettled,  which  to  fpeediefl  ifTue  bring 
The  dreadful  flruggle  of  all-wafting  war^ — 
I  know  not,  therefore,  whether  heav'n  intend 
My  fafe  return,  or  I  muft  perifh  there. 
But  manage  thou  at  home.     Neglecfl  not  ought 
My  parents  of  my  filial  aid  bereft, 
But,  rather  for  that  caufe,  more  kindly  fiill 
Think  on  them  ;  and  what  time  our  fon  thou  feeft 
Mature,  then  wed  ;  wed  even  whom  thou  wilt. 
And  hence  to  a  new  home. — So  counfell'd  hej 
And  all  his  counfel  iliall  be  now  perform'd. 

Foe 
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For,  ah  !  the  night  arrives,  when  haplefs  I, 
My  wealth  all  wafted  by  the  will  of  Jove, 
Mufi:  meet,  perforce,  the  nuptials  which  I  dread: 
But  this  thought  now  torments  me,  and  my  mind 
Continual  haunts.     Such  was  not  heretofore 
The  fuitor's  cuftom'd  pra6lice  ;  all  who  chofe 
To  engage  in  competition  for  a  wife 
Well-qualitied  and  well-endow'd,  produced 
From  their  own  herds  and  fatted  flocks  a  fea{l 
For  the  bride's  friends,  and  fplendid  prefents  made, 
But  ne'er  confumed,  as  ye,  bread  not  their  own. 

She  ceafed  ;  and  in  his  heart  UlyfTes  felt 
Some  joy,  that  foothing  them,  (he  fought  to  draw 
From  each  fome  gift,  although  on  other  views. 
And  more  important  far,  himfelf  intent  *. 

Then 

*  If  the  joy  of  Ulyffes  on  this  occafion  proceeded  from  a  princi- 
ple of  covetoufnefs,  fays  Plutarch,  comedy  never  furnifhed  the 
charaftt-r  of  a  pimp  fo  odious.  But  if  he  rejoices  becaufe  he  confi- 
ders  the  liberality  of  the  fuitors  as  a  fymptom  of  fuch  fclf-fecurity 
as  cannot  fiiil  to  deliver  them  into  his  hands,  he  then  has  reafon.— G, 

Spondanus  howeverj  and  not  unfatisfaAorily,  judifies  his  com- 
placence on  a  different  ground,  afcribing  it  to  his  perfuafion  that 
although  Penelope  exaded  gifts  from  the  fuitors,  fl\c  did  it  only 
to  feed  them  with  falfe  hopes,  and  that  this  was  fufliciently  under- 
ilood  by  her  hufband. — C. 

But  perhaps  a  juller  account  of  the  matter  than  either  may  be, 
that  the  point  of  delicacy  in  affairs  of  a  lucrative  kind,  was  not 
much  underftood  or  coniulted  by  the  antients.  Diomede  would 
otherwife  have  been  brought  with  difficulty  to  confent  to  the  ex- 
change 
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Then  thus  Antinoiis,  Eupithes'  Ton. 
Icarius'  daughter  1  deign  but  to  receive 
Such  gifts  as  we  fhall  bring,  for  gifts  demand 
That  grace,  nor  can  be  decently  refufed; 
But  neither  fields  nor  manlions  of  our  own 
Seek  we,  be  fure,  till  firft  thy  choice  be  made 
Of  the  Achaian,  chief  in  thy  efteem. 

Antinoiis  fpake,  whofe  anfwer  all  approved. 
Then  each  difpatch'd  his  herald  who  fhould  bring 
His  mafter's  gift.     Antinoiis'  herald,  firft, 
A  mantle  of  furpafUng  beauty  brought. 
Wide,  various,  with  no  fewer  clafps  adorn'd 
Than  twelve,  all  golden  ;  twelve  on  either  fide. 
From  the  fame  hand  Eurymachus  received 
A  fun-bright  chain  of  amber  and  of  gold. 
The  gift  by  rich  Eurydamas  defign'd 
Two  fervants  bore ;  a  broad  ear-pendant,  each;, 
Of  dazzling  light  profufe,  and  triple^gemm'd. 
And,  next,  a  collar  from  his  herald's  hand, 
A  fplendid  ornament,  PolycSor's  fon, 

change  of  arms  with  Glaucus,  which  he  had  himfelf  the  confcience 
to  propofei  And  we  find  Ulyfles  in  the  next  book  accoanting  for 
his  long  abfence  in  his  difcourfe  with  Pdnelope,  by  telling  her  that 
though  he  had  amafled  immenfe  treafures,  he  was  bufied  in  amaffing 
more.  A  modern  wife  would  confider  fuch  voluntary  del  ly,  for 
fuch  a  reafon,  as  no  very  flriking  fymptom  of  her  hufband's  im- 
p^ience  to  fee  her  again.     But  Penelope  feems  well  contented. 

Plfander, 
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Pifander,  took.     Thus  ev'ry  fuitor  gave. 

And  each  a  gift  diffimilar  from  all. 

Then  fought  the  Queen  hei*  chamber,  after  whorrt 

ller  maidens  tore  the  gifts.     Mean-time  to  dance 

And  pleafant  fong,  till  evening  fhould  arrive. 

The  fuitors  turn'd^  and  when  the  dufky  fhades 

Of  evening  fell,  three  v^fes  on  the  floor 

They  placed,  that  fhould  illume  the  fpacid'tis  hall  i 

Thefe  with  dry  fuel-wood  all  newly  riv'n 

And  intermixt  with  torches  they  fupplied. 

And  damfels  Watch'd  by  turns  and  fed  the  fires 

Whom,  thus3  Ulylles,  ever  wife,  addrefs'd. 

Ye  fervants  of  your  long-regretted  lord 
Ulyfles,  to  th'  interiour  houfe  retife. 
And  to  your  virtuous  Queert,  that  following  tliere 
Your  fev'ral  talks,  fpinning  and  combing  woolj 
Ye  may  amufe  her  ;  I,  mean-time,  for  thefe 
Will  furnifh  light,  and  fhould  they  choofe  to  ftay 
Till  golden  morn  appear,  they  fhall  not  tire 
My  patience  aught,  for  I  can  much  endure. 

He  faid;  they,  tittVing,  on  each  other  gazed* 
But  one,  Melantho  with  the  blooming  cheeks, 
Kebuked  him  rudely.     Dolius  was  her  fire> 
But  by  Penelope  (he  had  been  reared 
With  care  maternal,  and  in  infant  years 
Supplied  with  many  a  toy  j  yet  even  Ihe 

Felt 
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Felt  not  her  miftrefs'  forrows  in  her  heart. 
But,  of  Eurymachus  enamour'd,  oft 
His  lewd  embraces  met ;  ilie,  little  won 
By  brave  UlyfTes*  kindnefs,  thus  replied. 

Why — what  a  brainfick  vagabond  art  thou  ! 
Who  neither  to  the  fmithy  wilt,  for  fleep, 
!Nor  to  the  publick  portico  repair. 
But  here  remaining,  with  audacious  prate 
DiiiurVft  this  num'rous  company,  reftrain'd 
By  no  refpedl  or  fear ;  is  wine  the  caufe 
That  thus  thou  fpeak'ft,  or  waft  thou  born  a  fool  ? 
Or  art  thou  drunk  with  joy  that  thou  haft  foiled 
The  beggar  Irus  ?  Tremble,  left  a  man 
Stronger  than  Irus  fuddenly  arife, 
Whofe  fifts  fhall  on  thy  batter'd  brows  defcend 
With  dreadful  force,  and  drive  thee  foul  as  blood. 
Thine  own,  can  make  thee,  to  fome  other  home*,^ 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  frowning  ftern,  replied. 
Snarler  !  I  will  this  moment  to  the  Prince 
Thy  m after,  in  whofe  ear  I  will  report 
Thy  fpeech,  and  he  fhall  hew  thee  limb  by  limb. 

So  faying,  he  feared  the  women  ;  back  they  flew 
Into  the  houfe,  but  each  with  fait' ring  knees 

*  The  fmith's  fhop  was  a  place  Into  which  the  houfelefs  poor 
were  permitted  to  enter  at  night,  and  where  they  flept  at  the  forge- 
gde.— Euftath.— C. 

VOL.  IV,  ^  Through 
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Through  dread,  for  they  bellev'd  his  threats  fincerc. 
He,  then,  illumin'd  by  the  triple  blaze, 
His  ftation  fiill  maintaining,  watch'd  the  fires. 
But  in  his  foul,  mean-time,  far  other  thoughts 
Revolved,  tremendous,  not  coneeived  in  vain  *. 

Nor  Pallas  (that  they  might  exafp'rate  more 
Laertes'  fon)  permitted  to  refrain 
From  heart-corroding  bitternefs  of  fpeecK 
Thofe  fuitors  proud  ;  Eurymachus  began. 
The  fon  of  PoI}bu3;  and  while  he  moek'd 
Ulyiies  fharply,  {et  them  in  a  roar. 

Hear  me,  ye  fuitors  of  the  iliuftrious  Queen  i 
I  lliall  promulge  my  thought.     This  man,  methinks. 
Not  uncondu6ied  by  the  Gods,  hath  reaeh'd 
UlylTes'  manfion,  for  to  me  the  light 
Of  yonder  torehes  altogether  feems 
His  own,  an  emanation  from  his  head. 
Which  not  the  fmalleft  growth  of  hair  obfcurcs. 

He  ceas'd^  and,  next,  the  city-wafling  Chief 
Ulyflcs  thus  addrefs'd.     Art  thou  difpofed, 

•  None  of  Homer's  incidents  are  without  their  confequcnces. 
He  fends  away  the  women  that  UlyfTes  may  have  the  fairer  oppor- 
tunity to  converfe  with  Penelope,  and  efpccidlly  that  having  with- 
drawn themfelves,  they  may,  by  the  aid  of  Euryclea,  be  efiefLirJ./ 
excluded,  while  the  hero  and  his  fon  remove  the  arms.  A  mea- 
fure  which  without  that  precaution  could  hardly  liavR  been  effeded 
ffcretly.    Sec  ne^vt  liook.  L.  20. 

So 
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So  that  myfelf  were  willing^  to  commence 
A  labourer  at  my  farm  ?  thou  Ihalt  not  want 
Sufficient  wages  ;  thou  may'd  there  colled^ 
Stones  for  my  walls,  and  plant  my  thriving  oaks 
For  which  I  would  fupply  thee  through  the  year 
"With  food,  and  clothes,  and  fandals  for  thy  feet. 
But  thou  haft  learn  d  Icfs  creditable  arts, 
Nor  hall:  a  will  to  work,  preferring  much 
By  beggary  from  fireet  to  ftrcct  t'  obtain 
Wherewith  to  feed  thy  never-fated  maw. 

Then  anfv.'cr,  thus,  Ulyfles  wife  returned. 
Forbear,  Eurymachus  ;  for  were  we  matched 
In  work  againft  each  other,  thou  and  I, 
Mowing  in  fpring-time,  when  the  days  are  long, 
I  with  a  well-bent  fickle  in  my  grafp, 
And  thou  with  one  in  thine,  for  trial  fake 
Of  our  ability  to  toil  unfed 
Till  night,  grafs  ftill  fufficing  for  the  proof.— 
Or  if,  again,  it  were  our  tatk  to  drive 
Yoked  oxen  of  the  noblcft  breed,  lleek-hair'd, 
Big-limb'd,  both  batten'd  to  the  full  with  grafs. 
Their  age  and  aptitude  for  work  the  fame 
Not  foon  to  be  fatigued,  and  were  the  field 
In  fize  four  acres,  with  a  glebe  through  which 
The  fliare  might  fmoothly  Hide,  then  (hould'ft  thou  fee 
Plow  flrait  my  furrow  fhould  be  cut  and  trnc.^ — 

L  2  Or 
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Or  Hiouldj  this  day,  Saturn ian  Jove  excite 
Here,  battle,  or  elfewhere,  and  I  were  arm'd 
With  two  bright  fpears  and  with  a  fhield,  and  bore 
A  brazen  cafqiie  well-fitted  to  my  brows, 
Me,  then,  tboii  fhould'ft  perceive  in  fight  engaged 
Amid  the  foremoft  Chiefs,  nor  with  the  crime 
Of  idle  beggary  fhoald'ft  upbraid  me  more. 
But  thou  art  much  a  railer,  one  whofe  heart 
No  pity  moves,  and  to  thyfelf  appear'fl 
A  mighty  man  and  valiant,  for  no  caufe 
But  that  thy  focial  intercourfe  is  fmall — 
Thou  haft  few  friends,  and  thofe  of  little  worth. 
But  fhould  Ulyffes  come,  thefe  ample  doors 
Should  feem,  at  once,  to  thee  too  flrait  a  pafs 
To  fhoot  thee  forth  with  fpeed  enough  abroad. 

He  ceafed — then  tenfold  indignation  fired 
Eurymachus;  he  furrow'd  deep  his  brow 
With  frowns,  and  in  wing'd  accents  thus  replied. 

Wretch  !  for  this  infolence  with  which  thou  dar'ft 
Offend  this  num'rous  company,  myfelf 
Will  now  requite  thee  well.     Is  wine  the  caufe 
That  thus  thou  fpeak'f^,  or  wafl  thou  ]x)rn  a  fool  ? 
Or  thou  art  frantick  haply  with  delight 
That  thou  haft  foil'd  yon  vagabond  obfcure. 
He  faid,  and  feized  a  fiool.     UlyfTes  faw. 
Not  fearlcfs  of  its  flight,  th'  uplifted  harm. 

And 
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And  at  the  knees  of  the  Dulichian  Prince 
Amphinomus  an  inftant  refuge  fought. 
He,  therefore,  in  his  flead,  th'  attendant  flruck 
Who  bore  the  beaker ;  fmitten  from  his  hand 
Down  dropp'd  the  vcfiel,  rang  againft  the  ground. 
And  with  loud  fhrieks  the  fufF'rer  fell  fupine. 
Then  tumult  loud  arofe  ;  the  gloomy  roof 
Rcfounded,  and  a  fuitor  thus  cxclaim'd. 

I  would  that,  ere  he  caufed  fuch  tumult  here. 
This  mendicant  had  died  1  we  now  contend 
Not  for  the  Queen,  but  for  a  beggar's  fake. 
And  mud  defpair,  fince  thus  we  can  difpute 
For  fuch  a  caufe,  that  peace  and  fecial  joy 
Shall  ever  crown  our  banquets  here  again. 

So  he ;  and,  next,  amid  them  all  arofe 
Telemachus  himfelf,  and  thus  he  fpake. 
Sirs !  ye  are  mad ;  forgetful  of  your  wine 
And  of  your  food  alike  ;  fome  angry  God 
Confounds  you ;  finifh,  therefore,  duly,  now, 
Your  joylefs  feaft,  and  feek  your  fev'ral  homes. 
At  your  own  time,  for  none  goes  forced  by  me. 

He  ceafed  ;  they  gnawing  flood  their  lips,  aghaft 
With  wonder  that  the  Prince  had  in  his  fpeech 
Such  freedom  fhown  and  boldnefs.     Then  arofe 
The  fon  of  Nifus  offspring  of  the  King 
Aretus,  brave  Amphinomus,  and  faid— ^ 

1^  My 


|66  ODYSSEY     XVIII.    S<59-S24i 

My  friends  !  let  none  with  contradiction  thwart 
And  rude  reply  words  rational  and  jud:; 
Ceafe  ;  neither  tlrike  the  itranger  here,  nor  ftrilye 
A  fcrvant  of  renown'd  UlyfTes,  more, 
But  let  fome  youth,  attendant  on  the  wine 
From  right  to  left  difpenfp  it,  that,  a  lait 
Libation  made,  we  may  retire  to  reft 
F^ch  at  his  proper  home,  and  leave  the  Prince 
To  accommodate  beneath  his  father's  roof 
The  ftranger,  for  the  Prince's  gucft  is  he. 

He  ceafed,  whom  all  approved.     The  hcrpj,  then, 
Dulichian  Muliiis,  herald  of  hiirifclf 
Amphinomus,  a  beaker  charging  high 
Served  all.     They,  pouring  to  the  bleflcd  Gods 
Libation,  drank  ;  and  when  fuch  mcafure  each 
Had  ta'en  as  pleafcd  him,  fought  their  fev'ral  homes*. 

*  Mulius,  although  tV.e  fervant  of  Amplunonms,  is  dignified 
uith  the  appelladoji  of  Hero,  becaufe  he  wat  .an  Herald  alfo,  and 
all  Heralds  were  deemed  facred  pcrfqns  and .  held  in  the  hightii 
honour  by  the  Antionts. 


AKGXT' 
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Ulyffes  and  Telemachus  remove  the  arms  from  the  hall  to  an  upper- 
chamber.  The  Hc;ro  then  confers  with  Penelope,  to  whom  he 
gives  a  fiftiticas  airraiivc  of  his  adventures.  Euryclca,  while 
fhe  bathes  UiyiTes,  dil^ovcrs  him  by  a  fear  on  his  kriee,  but  he 
prevents  her  communication  of  that  dilcovery  to  Penelope, 


BOOK    XIX. 

JL  «us  Ii'im  the  faitors  in  his  palace  left 
Contriving  with  Minerva's  aid  fit  means 
To  flay  them  all,  when  to  his  fon  he  laid — 

TeleiTjaehus,  we  mud  difpofc,  my  fon ! 
All  thefe  our  implements  of  war  within  ; 
*  And  fhould  the  faitors,  miffing  them,  inquire 

*  Thefe  liies,  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph,  were  judged  by  the 
Antients  to  be  here  in  their  proper  place,  but  not  in  the  fixteenth 
book  where  they  occur  in  the  hrll  inllance,  with  the  addition  of 
fo«r  morc—C. 

I,  4  Where 
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Where  are  they  ?  thou  fhalt  anfwer  calmly  thus—* 
I  have  conveyM  them  from  the  reach  of  fmoke. 
For  they  appear  no  longer  thofe  which  erft 
Ulyfles,  failirg  hence  for  Ilium,  left. 
So  fmirch'd  and  fullied  by  the  breath  of  fire. 
This  weightier  reafon  (thou  fhalt  alfo  fay) 
Some  God  fuggefted  to  me, — left,  inflamed 
With  wine,  ye  wound  each  other  in  your  brawls. 
Shaming  both  feafl  and  courtfhip ;  for  the  view 
Itfelf  of  arms  incites  to  their  abufe. 

He  ceafed  ;  and,  at  his  word,  th'  obedient  Prince 
Call'd  Euryclea  forth,  his  nurfe,  and  faid — 

Nurfe  !  fhut  the  women  clofe ;  while  I  remove 
My  flither's  arms,  through  long  negledl  of  mine 
In  childhood,  fullied  by  thefe  fmoky  fires. 
My  chamber  befl  will  fuit  them,  danger  none 
Of  fmoke  is  there,  and  thither  fhall  they  now. 

Then  thus  the  gentle  matron  in  return. 
I  would,  my  fon  that  thou  would'fl  ufe  the  powV 
Which  thy  difcrction  gives  thee,  to  control 
And  manage  all  1  But  their  removal  hence 
If  none  may  witnefs,  who  fhall  bear  the  light  B 

To  whom  Telemachus  difcretc  replied. 
This  gued  ;  for  no  man,  at  my  table  (cd,^ 
Come  whence  he  may,  fhall  be  an  idler  here. 

He  ended,  nor  his  words  flew  wing'd  away. 

But 
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Biit  Euryclea  bolted  ev'ry  door. 

Then,  ftarting  to  the  tafk,  Ulyfles  caught. 

And  his  illuftrlous  fon,  the  weapons  thence. 

Helmet,  and  boily  Ihield,  and  pointed  fpear, 

While  Pallas  from  a  golden  lamp  difFufed 

A  beauteous  light  around  them.     At  that  fight 

Alarm'd,  the  Prince  his  father  thus  addrefs'd. 

Whence — whence  is  this,  my  father  ?  I  behold 
A  prodigy  !  the  houfe  on  either  fide, 
With  all  its  num'rous  arches,  columns,  beams, 
Shines  in  my  fight,  as  with  the  blaze  of  fire  ! 
Some  Pow'r  celefiial,  doubtlefs,  is  within. 

To  whom  Ulyfi^s,  ever-wife,  replied. 
Soft !  alk  no  queftions.     Give  no  vent  to  thought. 
Siacb  is  the  cuftom  of  the  Pow'rs  divine. 
Hence,  thou,  to  refl:.     I  fi:ay  that  I  may  movQ 
And  intVeft  much  thy  mother,  and  provoke 
Her  women  alfo ;  neither  fhort  nor  made 
With  flight  concern  fiiall  her  inquiry  prove. 

He  ended,  and  the  Prince,  at  his  command, 
*Guided  by  flaming  torches,  fought  the  couch 
Where  he  was  wont  to  flcep,  and  there  he  fLept 
On  that  night  alfo,  waiting  the  return 
Of  facred  dawn.     Thus  left,  Ulyfies,  deep 
In  thought  immerfed,  fat  framing  fitted  means 
By  Pallas'  aid,  for  fi^aughter  of  his  foes. 

At 
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At  length,  Diana-like,  or  like  herfelf. 
All-golden  Venus,  (her  apartment  left) 
Entcr'd  Penelope.     BcUde  the  hearth 
Her  women  planted  her  accuflom'd  feat 
With  filver  wreathed  and  ivory.     That  throng 
Icmalius  form'd,  and  had  with  niceft  art 
A  footftool  to  the  fplendid  frame  adjoin'd. 
Which  cv^r  with  an  ample  fleece  they  fpread. 
There  fat  dilcrete  Penelope :  then  came 
Her  beautiful  attendants  from  within. 
Who  foon  difplaced  the  tables,  and  from  each 
The  fcatter'd  food  colledled  and  the  cups 
From  which  thofe  ipfolcnt  companions  drank. 
Its  embers,  next,  from  each  inverted  vafe 
They  pour'd,  and  with  frefli  billets  piled  them  high. 
Both  for  illumination  and  for  warmth. 
Then  yet  again  Melantho  with  rude  fpeech 
Opprobrious,  thus,  aflail'd  UiyflTes'  ear. 

Haft  thou  relblved,  then,  firangcr  !  to  remain 
All  night  a  troubJQfomc  intruder  here. 
That  thou  may 'ft  watch  the  women  ?  Hence — abroad—^ 
Glad  of  fuch  fare  as  thou  haft  found,  or  foon 
With  torches  beaten  we  will  thruft  thee  forth. 

To  whom  UlyfTes,  frowning  ftcrn,  replied. 
Why  thefe  invcdives,  mitlrefs  ?  and  thy  wrath-— 
Why  thus  purfucs  it  me  ?  for  that  my  face 

Shines 
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Shines  not  with  oil  ?  for  that  my  garb  is  mean  ? 
For  that  I  beg  ?  to  my  diftrcfs  impute 
Thefc  crimes ;  all  mendicants  commit  the  fame, 
I-alfo  lived  the  rich  pofleflbr  once 
Of  fuch  a  (lately  manfion,  and  have  giv'n 
To  niim'rous  wand  Vers,   whencefoe'er  they  came, 
AH  that  they  needed;   I  was  alfo  ferved 
By  many,  and.  enjoy'd  whatc'er  denotes 
The  envied  owner  opulent  and  bleft. 
But  Jove  (for  fuch  his  pleafure  was)  reduced 
My  much  to  nought  *.     Thou,  therefore,  alfo  fear 
Left,  fairefl  of  thy  fifter-meniais  now. 
Thou  forfeit  all  thofe  beauties  ;  fear  befides 
Left  by  fome  rudcnefs  thou  provoke  the  Queen, 
And  lefl  Ulyfles  come,  of  whofc  return 
Hope  yet  furvives  ;  but  even  though  the  Chief 
Ilavc  pcriflfd,  as  ye  think,  and  comes  no  more, 
Confider  yet  the  Prince;  his  growth  ;  his  age; 
Apollo's  gifts  ;  no  woman,  here  can  hide. 
As  erft  llic  might,  her  trcfpafs  from  his  eye. 
For  all  his  heedlcfs  years  have  pafs'd  away. 
^c  ended,  whom  Penelope  o'erheard, 

*  ZfV4  yap  To;  ro  raihxfTov  tTrip^irn  aXKoTt  uKks* 

Theogn:  Gnom: — C, 
Jove  makes  our  fcale,  at  pleafure,  rife  or  fall, 
Naw  giving  much,  now  lhi]iping  us  otalJ, 

3  And 
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And  her  attendant  fharply  thus  reboked, 

Shamelefs,  andacious  woman  !  known  to  me 
Is  thy  great  wickednefs,  which  with  thy  life 
Thou  ihalt  atone  ;  for  thou  wall  well  aware, 
(Hearing  it  from  myfelf )  that  I  defign'd 
This  Granger's  iiay,  for  clofc  inquiry-fake 
Of  my  long  lofl  and  moft  lamented  lord. 

Then  to  her  miflrefs  of  the  ftores  fbe  faid— - 
Eurynome  !  bring  hither  for  the  gueil 
A  covered  feat,  for  fitting  he  fliall  hear 
And  anfwer  bed  my  qiieftions,  like  to  prove 
Kot  few^  nor  fatisiied  with  fhort  reply. 

She  fpake  ;  Eurynome  with  brifK  difpatch 
A  feat  fupplied  with  fleecy  cover  fpread. 
On  which,  at  once,  the  toil-accuflom'd  Chief 
Repofing,  thus  Penelope  began. 

Stranger  !  my  iirfl  inquiry  fhall  be  this — 
Who  art  thou  ?  whence  ?  where  born,  and  fprung^ 
from  whom  ? 

Then  anfwer  thus  Ulyflcs,  wife,  return'd, 
O  Queen  !  uncenfurable  by  the  lips 
Of  mortal  man  !  thy  glory  climbs  the  fkies 
Unrivaird,  like  the  praife  of  fome  great  King 
Who  o*er  a  numerous  people  and  renown'd 
Prcfiding  like  a  Deity,  maintains 
Jufticc  and  truth.     Their  harvefts  ovcrfwcll 
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The  ibwcr's  hopes  ;  their  trees,  o'erladen,  fcarcc 
Their  fruit  fuftain  ;  no  ficknefs  thins  the  folds  ; 
The  finny  fwarms  of  ocean  crowd  the  fhores^ 
And  all  are  rich  and  happy,  for  his  fake  *, 
Me  therefore,  quellion  of  what  elfe  thou  wilt 
In  thy  own  palace,  but  forbear  t'inquirc 
From  whom  I  fprang,  and  of  my  native  land. 
Left  recolleclion  of  thofe  tender  themes 
Augment  my  woes ;  for  I  have  much  endured ; 

*  Although  Homer  numbers  a  plentiful  fupply  of  fifli  among  the 
blellings  of  a  rich  and  happy  people,  Athenseus  obferves  that  hs 
never  fets  fifh  on  the  table-  The  poet,  he  fays,  frequently  charac- 
terizes the  Hellefpont  by  the  epithet j?/^y ,  he  defcribes  the  Fhseacians 
as  a  people  altogether  maritime,  he  was  acquainted  with  the  many 
havens  of  Ithaca  and  the  ifles  in  its  neighbourhood,  in  which  both 
^Jb  and  wild-fowl  abounded,  and  has  reprefented  a  Tea  well-ftored 
\i\t)\fijb  as  a  circumftance  of  felicity,  yet  in  no  fingle  inftance  does 
ie  fet  fiflx  before  his  heroes.— C; 

This  whole  pafTage  has  been  imitated  by  Hefiod 

"Efy:  xa»'H^£f:  I,  ver.  ;j,J3. 

ToTat  T£6^5^£  toKk;,  ?iao»  d'  fciQivatu  hr  avTrj'—— 
fsi'ai  <pefu  fwc  ya.7x  5ro?it)y  c»ov»  af£<7t  o\  Sfvj 

EJpoTroxoj  ^'  i'Vi;  [A.ct.>\hoii  xaTa/OijSpiQaa-j  &C. — C. 
But  they  who  both  the  ftranger  and  their  own 
Treat  juftly,  nor  o'erpafs  the  bounds  of  right, 
Their  city  thrives,  their  citizens  are  bleft, 
Their  foil  yields  plentifully,  accrns  load 
Their  topmoft  bough  while  bees  poffefs  the  trunk, 
,  And  their  flecks  pant  beneath  a  cumb'rous  fleece. 

4  Tears 
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Tears  are  forbidden  us,  and  fighs,  beneath 
Another's  roof;  uninterrupted  grief 
Is  evil ;  and  thy  women  might  fufpe(?tj 
(Perchance  thjfelf )  that  wirie  too  largely  ta'ertj 
Kot  forrow^  caufed  the  deluge  of  my  tears. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Penelope  diferete. 
Alas  !  my  talents,  Granger  !  and  my  dharms 
The  Gods  ordained  fhould  wither  all  and  die 
When,  with  the  Greeks,  UlyfTes  fail'd  to  Troy. 
Could  he,  returning,  guide,  as  he  was  wont. 
My  doubtful  Heps,  I  iliould  at  once  difplay 
More  worth,  and  merit  far  fuperiour  praife. 
But  grief  now  marrs  me,  fuch  perpetual  ftorms 
Have  been  my  portion  ;  for  as  many  Chiefs 
As  hold  dominion  in  the  neighbour  iflcs 
Samos,  Dulichium,  and  the  foreft-crown'd 
Zaeynthus ;  others,  alfo,  rulers  here 
■In  pleafant  Ithaca,  me,  loth  to  wed. 
Woo  cealelefs,  and  my  ftores  confumc,  the  while, 
I  therefore,  neither  guefi:  nor  fuppliant  heed. 
Nor  publick  herald  more,  but  with  regret 
Of  my  UlyfTes  wear  my  foul  away. 
They,  mean-time,  prefs  my  nuptials,  which  by  guile 
I  ftill  procraflinate.     Some  God  the  thought 
Suggefted  to  me,  to  defign  a  robe 
Of  ampleft  meafure  and  of  fubtlelt  woof. 

And 
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And  thus  t'  addrefs  them,  uflng  no  delay. 

Princes,  my  fuitors  !  Unce  the  godUke  Chief 

Ulyfles  is  no  more,  enforce  not  now 

My  nuptials  ;  wait  till  I  (liall  finifh  firft 

A  fun'ral  robe  (left  all  my  threads  decay) 

Which  for  his  royal  father  I  prepare 

Laertes,  looking  for  the  mournful  hour 

When  ruthlefs  Fate  (hall  feize  him  for  her  own* 

Elfe,-  I  the  ccnfure  dread  of  all  my  fex. 

Should  he,  fo  wealthy,  want  at  lall  a  ihroud. 

Thus  fpeaking  I  prevail'd.     Thenceforth  I  wove 

All  day  that  ample  web,  and  by  the  blaze 

Of  torches,  ravell'd  it  again  at  night. 

Three,  years  by  this  pretext  deceived,  they  ceafeii 

To  prefs  me  more  ;  but  when  the  fourth  arrived, 

And  the  fame  feafon  after  many  moons 

And  fleeting  days  returned,  then,   paffing,  fafe. 

The  dogs  by  thefe  my  carelcfs  women  left 

Still  chain'd,  they  reach'd  my  chamber,  my  defign 

At  once  difcern'd,  and  threatcn'd  fierce  revenge. 

Thus,  through  neceflity,    not  choice,   at  length 

Have  I  completed  the  laborious  tafk. 

Nor  other  fpecious  pica  can  I  dcvife 

Or  refuge  find,  for  day  by  day  themfclves 

My  parents  urge  my  nuptials,  and  my  fbn 

(Of  age  to  note  it)  with  difguft  obferves 

Hig 
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His  wealth  confumcd  ;  for  abler  youth  than  he 
To  rule  his  houfe,  or  by  the  Gods  endow'd 
With  more  illuftrious  qualities  is  none. 
Yet,  Granger,  after  all>  fpeak  thy  defcent ; 
For  whencefoe'er  thou  cam'ft,  nor  antient  oak 
Nor  hollow  rock  J  I  judge,   gave  birth  to  thee  *, 

Her  anfwer'd  then  Ulyfles,  ever-wife. 
Unblemifh'd  confort  of  Laertes'  fon  1 
Refolv'ft  thou  ftill  to  learn  from  whom  I  fprang  ? 
Learn  then  ;  but  know  that  thou  fhalt  much  augment 
My  prefent  grief,  natural  to  a  man 
Who  hath,  like  me,,  long  exiled  from  his  home 
Through  various  cities  of  the  fons  of  men 
Wander'd  remote,  and  num'rous  woes  endured. 
Yet  will  I  tell  thee,  with  what  pain  foe'er. 

There  is  a  land  amid  the  fable  flood 
Call'd  Crete;  fair,  fruitful,  circled  by  the  fea. 
NumVous  are  her  inhabitants,  a  race 
Not  to  be  fumm'd,  and  ninety  towns  Die  boafts  ^. 

Various 


*  When  a  man's  birth  or  his  anceilry  could  not  be  traced,  or  for 
reafons  of  his  own  he  chofe  to  conceal  them,  he  was  faid  to  be  de- 
fcendcd  eitlicr  from  the  oaks  or  rocks.  The  exprellion  wag'  prover- 
bial.-B.  &  C. 

+  The  poet,  who  here  afcribes  only  ninety,  in  the  catalogue 
afcribes  lo  Crete  an  hundred  cities  j  the  rcafon  is  faid  to  be,  that 
aJter  the  Trojan  war,  the  return  of  Idomencus  to  his  home  being 

©ppofed 


Odyssey    xix.  212-227.  l^^ 

Various  their  fpeech  is ;  Tome  Achaians  arc. 
And  fonie  indigenous  ;  Cydonians  thefc, 
Thofe  Dorians  ;  others  of  Pelafo-laii  race. 
One  city  far  in  fize  the  reft  exceeds, 
CnofTus ;  a  city  fway'd  by  Minos  erft, 
Who^  ever  at  a  nine-years-Clofe,  confeiT'd 
With  Jove  himfclf ;  from  him  my  father  fprang, 
Deucalion  ;  and  Deucalion's  confort  bore 
Two  fons*  Idomeneus  the  King,  and  me*. 
To  Troy  my  royal  brother  with  the  fons 
Of  Atreus  fail'd*     The  youngcft-born  am  Ij 
Not  more  behind  Idomeneus  in  years 
Than  in  renown,  and  ^^Lthon  is  my  name.* 
There  I  beheld  and  entertain'd  beneath 
My  roof,  Ulyfles  ;  for  a  furious  wind 
Had  driv'n  him  from  Malea  (while  he  fought 


oppofed  by  Leucus  his  adopted  Ton,  to  whom  he  had  delegated  the 
throne  in  his  abfenee,  ten  cities  were  dellroyed  in  the  contcft. 

Others  fay  that  the  epithet  karo/xTrcXi;  is  not  to  be  underftood  pre- 
cifely,  but  as  a  general  term  figuifying  only  a  great  number  of 
cicies.— B.  &  C« 

*  Minos,  the  fon  of  Jupiter  and  Earopa,  was  fabuloufly  reported 
to  vi=lt  always  at  the  en  !  of  nine  years  his  omniscient  father^  that  he 
might  receive  from  him  instruftions  in  the  art  of  government,  iiv 
which  accordingly  he  becime  fo  expert,  that  after  his  death  he  war 
appointed  chief  judge  of  the  wicked. — B.  St  C. 

The  ground  of  the  fable,  according  to  Casaubon,  was,  that  every 
nine  years  he  revifed  his  laws  and  correifled  therau — C, 

VOL.  IV.  M  The. 
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The  fhores  of  Troy)  to  Crete.     His  barks  he  moor'd 

Within  the  ftream  Amnifus,  for  the  cave 

Of  Ilithya  known^  a  dang'rous  port. 

Where  fcarce,  at  lafl,  his  fleet  efcaped  the  florm. 

He,  landing,  inflant  to  the  city  went, 

Seeking  Idomeneus,  of  whom  he  fpake 

As  of  a  friend  long-known  and  much  efteem'd. 

But  he  was  far  remote,  ten  days  advanced. 

Perhaps  eleven,  on  his  courfe  to  Troy. 

Beneath  my  roof  he,  therefore,  found  his  home, 

(A  plenteous  one,  himfclf,)  and  for  his  band 

By  publick  contribution  I  procured 

Com,  wine,  and  beeves,  till  they  could  wifh  no  more. 

Twelve  days  his  noble  Greecians  there  abode, 

Port-lock'd  by  Boreas  blowing  with  a  force 

Hefiftlefs  even  on  the  land,  fome  God 

So  roufed  his  fury  ;  but  the  thirteenth  day 

The  wind  all  fell,  and  forth  they  fail'd  again. 

With  many  a  fpecious  fi6lion,  thus  he  footh'd 
Her  lift' ning  ear*;  (he,  melting  at  the  found. 
With  drops  of  tend'rcft  grief  her  cheeks  bedew'd  ; 
And  as  the  fnow,  by  Zephyrus  diffufcd, 

*  The  original  line  is  obferved  by  Strabo  to  be  juftly  defcrlptive 
of  all  that  Homer  has  invented,  who,  as  Ariftotle  remarks,  has  given 
an  example  to  all  writers  who  deal  in  fiction,  how  they  ought  to 
feign,  mingling  truth  with  falfchood,  and  making  falfehood  look 
like  truth. — C. 

Melts 
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Melts  on  the  mountain  tops,  when  Eurus  breathes. 
And  fills  the  channels  of  the  running  dreams. 
So  melted  flie,  and  down  her  lovely  cheeks 
Pour'd  fad  the  tears,   him  mourning  as  remote 
Who  fat  befide  her*.     Soft  companion  touch'd 
Ulyfles  of  his  confort's  filent  woe  ; 
Yet  wept  not  he,  but,  wcll-difiembling  fiill, 
Supprefs'd  his  grief,  faft  rivetting  his  eyes. 
As  they  were  each  of  horn  or  hammer'd  fteel. 
Till  fhe,  with  overflowing  tears  at  length 
Satiate,  replied,  and  thus  inquired  again. 

Now,  ftranger  !  mark  me  well ;  now  prove  thy  truth. 
If  thou,  indeed,  haft  entertain'd  in  Crete 
My  fpoufe  and  his  brave  followers,  as  thou  fay'ft, 
Defcribe  his  raiment  and  himfelf ;  his  own 
Appearance,  and  the  appearance  of  his  friends. 

Then  her  UlyfTes  anfwer'd,  ever-wife. 
Hard  is  the  talk,  O  Queen  !   (fo  long  a  time 


•  The  original  word  signifying  fo  meh  is  uied  thrice  in  the  Courfc 
of  this  short  pafTage,  on  which  Herm>  genes  ubferves,  that  when 
there  is  an  appropriate  term  lor  a  thing  and  that  term  perfed^ly 
intelligible,  it  is  not  well  to  ramble  in  qaeft  of  another.  He  who 
does,  may  discover  indeed  his  command  of  language,  but  the  variety 
he  gains  by  it  is  unfealonable,  and  dellroys  the  energy  of  his  ditfiion. 

Homer  knew  this,  and  though  he  could  eafily  have  fubftituted 
another  term,  he  would  not.  How  can  fnow  difappear  better  than 
by  meltingy  or  what  word  could  better  exprefs  the  tendernefs  of 
Penelope .'' — C. 

M  a  Hath 
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Hath  fince  elapsM)  to  tell  thee.     Twenty  years 
Have  pafs'd  fince  he  forfook  my  native  ifle. 
Yet,  from  my  beft  remembrance,  I  will  give 
A  likenefs  of  him,  facb  as  now  I  may. 
A  double  cloak,  thick-piled,  Mceonian-dyed, 
The  noble  Chief  had  on  ;  two  golden  clafps 
Secured  it,  and  the  clafps  difplay'd  in  front 
A  well-wrought  pattern  with  much  art  defign'd  *. 
An  hound  between  his  fore-feet  holding  fall 
A  dappled  fawn,  gaped  eager  on  his  prey. 
All  wonder'd,  feeing,  how  in  lifclefs  gold 
Exprefs'd,  the  dog  with  open  mouth  her  throat 
Attempted  ftill,  and  how  the  fawn  with  hoofs 
Thruft  trembling  forward,  ftill  effayed  to  fly. 
That  glorious  mantle  much  I  noticed,  foft 
To  touch,  as  the  dried  garlick's  glofl}'-  film  ; 
Such  was  the  fmoothnefs  of  it,  and  it  fhone 
Sun-bright ;  full  many  a  maiden,  trufl:  me,  view'd 
The  fplendid  texture  with  admiring  eyes. 
But  mark  me  now  ;  deep  treafure  in  thy  mind 
This  word.     I  know  not  if  Ulyfles  wore 
That  cloak  at  home,  or  whether  of  his  train 


*  Hence  Barnes  obferves  on  the  great  antiquity  of  Mofaick  work 
among  the  Greecians,  derived  originally  from  the  Sidonians,  th« 
Hebrews  and  Egyptians,  and  fecondarily  from  the  Medes  and 
Fcrllans  and  the  people  of  India. 

3  Sora^ 
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Some  warrior  gave  it  to  him  on  his  way, 

Or  elfe  fome  hoft  of  his  ;  for  many  loved 

UlyfTes,  and  with  him  might  few  compare. 

I  gave  to  him,  myfelf,  a  brazen  fvvord, 

A  purple  cloak  magnificent,  and  veil 

Of  royal  length,  and,  when  he  fought  his  bark, 

With  princely  pomp  difmifs'd  him  from  the  fhore. 

An  herald  alfo  waited  on  the  Chief, 

Somewhat  his  fenior  ;  him  I  next  defcribe. 

His  back  was  bunch'd  ;  his  vifage  fwarthy  ;  curl'd 

All  o'er  his  fleecy  poll ;  and  he  was  named 

Eurybates  ;  UlyfTes'  nearcft  friend. 

And  of  a  mind  congenial  with  his  own. 

He  ceafed  ;  flie,  confclous  of  the  proofs,  with  tears 
More  copious  ftill  confefs'd  them  genuine  all. 
And,  when,  at  length,  tears  fail'd  her,  thus  replied. 

Till  now  my  guefl  for  pity's  fake,  henceforth 
Such  fhalt  thou  be  for  friendfliip's  dearer  fake, 
I  folded  for  him  with  thefe  hands  the  cloak 
Which  thou  defcrib'ft,  produced  it  when  he  went 
And  gave  it  to  him  ;  I  that  fplendid  clafp 
Attach'd  to  it  myfelf,  t'adorn  the  more 
My  godlike  hulband,  who  fball  never  reach 
His  native  home,  nor  tread  thefe  fhores  again  ; 
Hard,  therefore,  was  his  lot,  that  e'er  he  fail'd. 

To  whom  UlyfTes,  ever-wifcj  replied, 

M  3  Uublemlfti'il 
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Unblemifh'd  confort  of  Laertes'  fon  ! 

No  longer  pine  with  ncedlcfs  grief,  nor  vex 

Thy  gentle  heart  for  loft  Ulyfles'  fake. 

And  yet  I  blame  thee  not ;  a  wife  deprived 

Of  her  firft  mate  to  whom  fhe  had  produced 

Fair  fruit  of  mutual  love,  would  mourn  his  lofs. 

Although  of  worth  infcriour  far  to  thine. 

Whom  fame  affirms  the  femblance  of  the  Gods. 

But  ceafe  to  mourn  ;  for  I  will  now  relate 

A  faithful  tale,  nor  will  from  thee  withhold 

Such  tidings  of  UlyfTes  living  tlill, 

And  of  his  homeward  courfe,  as  I  have  heard 

Not  diftant  far,  but  in  the  neighbour  land 

Of  the  Thefprotians.     He  returns  enrich'd 

With  many  precious  ftores  from  thofe  obtain'd 

Whom  he  hath  vifitcd  ;  but  he  hath  loft. 

Departing  from  Thrinacia's  ifle,  his  bark. 

And  all  his  lov'd  companions  in  the  Deep, 

For  Jove  was  adverfe  to  him,  and  tlie  Sun, 

Whofe  beeves  his  followers  flew.     They  peritlfd  all 

Amid  the  billowy  flood  ;  but  Him,  the  keel 

Bedriding  of  his  bark,  the  waves  at  length 

Cafl  forth  on  the  Pliycacians'  land,  a  race 

From  Neptune  fprung,  who  rcv'renced  like  a  God 

Thy  hufband,  honour'd  him  with  num'rous  gifts. 

And  oifer'd  him,  thcmfclves,  fafe  paflage  home. 

UlyfTes, 
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Ulyfles,  therefore,  had  attain'd  long  lince 

His  native  ftiore,  but  that  he  deem'd  it  bcfl 

To  travel  far,  that  he  nnight  Hill  amafs 

More  wealth  ;  fo  far  he  pafles  all  mankind 

In  gainful  arts,  in  which  no  peer  hath  he. 

This  knowledge  from  I'hefprotia's  King  I  gain'd. 

From  gen'rous  Phidon  ;  to  myfelf  he  fwore 

In  his  own  houle,  the  goblet  in  his  hand. 

That  both  the  bark  was  launch'd,  and  all  her  crew 

Then  waiting  to  conduct  him  to  his  home. 

But  me  he  firft  difmlfs'd  ;  for,  as  it  chanced, 

A  galley  of  Thefprotia  lay  prepared 

To  feek  Dulichium;  many  a  cheft  was  there 

With  treafures  of  Ulyfles  fill'd,  a  ftore 

To  feed  the  houfe  of  an  inferiour  prince. 

To  the  tenth  generation  ;  fo  immenfe 

His  riches  were  within  that  palace  lodg'd. 

Of  him  he  fpake  as  to  Dodona  gone, 

T'implore  Jove's  counfel  in  his  oaken  bovv'rs. 

Whether,  fo  late  returning,  he  fhould  feek 

His  kingdom  openly,  or  in  difguife. 

Him,  therefore,  deem  fecure  ;  nor  diflant  far. 

Nor  doom'd  to  longer  exile  from  his  home 

And  from  his  friends.     I  fvvear  a  folemn  oatli. 

Firft  Jove  be  witnefs.  King  and  Lord  of  all  ! 

Next  thefe  domedick  Gods  of  the  renown'd 

^  4  UlyfTc'/S, 
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UlyfTes,  in  whofe  royal  houfe  I  fit. 
That  thou  (halt  fee  my  faying  all  fulfiird. 
XJlyfles  fhall  this  felf-fame  year  return. 
This  felf-fame  month,  ere  yet  the  next  begin. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Penelope  difcrete. 
Failnot  this  word  of  thine,  my  friend  !  and  fooa 
I  will  enrich  thee  fo,  that  all  who  meet 
Or  but  behold  thee,  fliall  pronoqnce  thee  bled. 
But  ah  !   my  foul  forebodes  far  other  end  ; 
Neither  Ulyfles  will  return,  nor  thou 
Pvcceive  fafe  condu6l  hence  ;  for  we  have  here 
None,  fuch  as  once  UlylTcs  was,  to  rule 
His  houfehold  with  authority,  and  to  fend 
With  honourable  convoy  to  his  home 
The  worthy  guefl,  or  to  regale  him  here. 
Give  him  the  bath,  ray  maidens  ;  fpread  his  couch 
With  linen  foft,  with  fleecy  gaberdines 
And  rugs  of  fplendid  hue,  that  he  may  lie 
Waiting,  well-warm'd,  the  golden  morn's  return  *, 
At  early  dayfpring  alfo  ferve  him  well 
With  bath  and  un61ion,  that,  his  feat  refunqecj 
Here  in  the  palace,  he  rnay  be  prepared 
For  breakfaft  with  Telemachus  ;  apd  woe 
Be  that  man's  portion  who  fhajl  ipeommode 

♦  A  gaberdine  is  a  fiiaggy  cloak  of  coarfe  but  warm  niaterials> 
Such  always  make  part  of  Homer's  bed- furniture. 

Or 
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Or  caufc  him  pain  ;  for  Him  will  I  cafhier 
Next  moment,  burn  his  anger  as  it  may. 
For  whence,  my  guefl !  (hould  thy  belief  arife 
That  I  dcferve  pafl  other  of  my  fex 
The  praife  of  wifdom,  if  unbathed,  unoiled. 
Ill-clad,  thou  fojourn  here  ?  man's  life  is  fhort. 
Whoe'er  is  cruel,  and  to  cruel  arts 
Addicted,  all  on  him,  while  yet  he  lives. 
Call  plagues  and  curfes  down,  and  after  death 
Scorn  and  proverbial  mock'ries  hunt  his  name. 
But  the  benevolent  and  juft,  who  treats 
The  flranger  kindly,  from  his  lips  obtains 
A  good  report,  which  others,  where  he  dwells^ 
With  pleafure  hear,  and  further  flill  diffufe  *. 

Her  anfwer'd,  then,  Ulyflbs  ever-wife. 
UnblemifhM  confort  of  Laertes'  fon  ! 
Warm  gaberdines  and  rugs  of  fplendid  hue 
To  me  have  odious  been,  lince  firfl  the  light 
Of  Crete's  fnow-mantled  mountain-tops  I  loft^s 
3wecping  the  billows  with  extended  oars. 
No ;  let  me  pafs,  as  I  am  wont  to  pafs 
The  fleeplefs  night ;  for  on  a  fordid  couch 

♦  The  brevity  qf  human  life  is  mentioned  as  a  reafon  why  maa 
(hould  be  diligent  to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  good  opinion  of  others, 
that  his  fame  fury^iiung  him  he  may  feem  to  live  the  longer.  This 
paflage  is  recommended  very  pathetically  by  Barnes  to  the  efpecia^ 
notice  of  the  ricl^  and  powerful. 

Outftretch'd, 
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Outftretch'd,  full  many  a  night  have  I  repofecl 
Till  golden-charioted  Aurora  dawn'd. 
Nor  me  the  foot-bath  pleafcs  more  ;  my  foot 
Shall  none  of  all  thy  minifl'ring  maidens  touch, 
Unlefs  there  be  fome  antient  matron  grave 
Among  them,  who  hath  pangs  of  heart  endured 
Num'rous,  and  keen  as  I  have  felt  myfelf  i 
Per  I  refufe  not.     She  may  touch  my  feet*. 

Then,  anfwer,  thus,  Penelope  return'd. 
Pear  gueil  !   for  of  all  travellers  here  arrived 
^rom  diftant  regions,  have  I  none  received 
prudent  as  thou,  nor  whom  for  his  difcretc 
And  faultlefs  manners  I  have  more  efteem'd, 
1  have  a  matron  even  to  thy  wifh. 
Who  when  my  poor  ill-fated  lord  was  born 
^Received  and  nurfed  him  ;  fhe  fhall  wafh  thy  feet. 
Though,  now,  fcarce  able. — Euryclea,  rife  ! 


*  The  SchoILift  informs  us  tliat  the  original  lines  correfponcUng 
with  thefe  four,  were  rejeded  by  the  Ancients,  and  Euilathius  re- 
je^s  them  likewifc,  deeming  it  unlike  Ulyfies  to  fruftrate  his  own 
dcagn  of  fecrefy  by  choofing  a  woman  to  wafh  his  feet  who  could 
hardly  fail  to  difcover  him.  Spondanus  is  of  opinion  that  forefeeing 
ihe  fervices  flie  might  render  him,  he  chofe  her  on  purpofe  that  fhe 
might  difcover  him.  But  Barnes's  judgment  on  the  paffage  fcems  the 
foundefl,  who  thinks  that  the  poet  means  to  reprefent  UlyfTes  as  for- 
getful of  the  fear  till  iiis  recolledion  of  it  comes  loo  late,  when,  as 
his  only  remedy,  he  turns  himfe'.f  from  the  light-  Thus  underltood, 
the  whole  is  confiftent,  natural  and  probable. — C. 

Wafh 
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Wafh  one  coeval  with  thy  Lord  ;  for  fuch 
The  feet  and  hands,  I  doubt  not,  are  become 
Of  our  Ulyfles,  now  ;  fince  man  befct 
With  forrow  once,  foon  wrinkled  grows  and  old. 

She  faid,  then  Eurvclea  with  both  hands 
Cov'ring  her  face,  in  tepid  tears  profufe 
Diflblved,  and  thus  in  mournful  ftrains  began. 

Alas  !  my  foH,  affli6lion  for  thy  fake 
Diilracts  me.     Surely  Jove  of  all  mankind 
Mod  hated  thee,  though  piety  like  thine 
He  found  not  oft ;  for  never  mortal  man 
So  many  thighs  of  fatted  victims  burn'd. 
And  chofen  hecatombs  produced  as  thou 
To  Jove  the  Thund'rer,  him  entreating  ftill 
1  hat  he  would  grant  thee  a  ferene  old  age, 
And  to  in{lru6l,  thyfjlf^  the  prince,  thy  fon. 
Yet  thus  the  God  requites  thee,  cutting  off 
All  hope  of  thy  return — oh  anticnt  fir  1 
Him  too,  perchance,  where'er  he  fits  a  gueH 
Beneath  fome  foreign  roof,  the  women  taunt. 
As  all  thcfe  (l^iamelefs  ones  have  taunted  thcc, 
Fearing  whofe  mocVry  thou  forbiddft  their  hands 
This  office,  which  Icarius'  daughter  wife 
To  me  configns,  and  which  I,  glad,  perform* 
Yes ;  not  for  her  fake  onlv,  but  for  thine 
This  tafk  will  I  perform ;  for  thou  haft  raifed 

A  tern  pelt 
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A  temped  in  my  foul.     Hear  now  the  caufe  I 
Fall  many  a  guefl  forlorn  we  fhelter  here. 
But  none  of  all  hath  in  his  form  and  fize. 
In  fhapely  feet,  in  deep  and  mellow  voice 
Such  likcnefs  of  Ulyfies  fhown  as  thou. 

To  whom  Ulyifes,  ever  flirewd,  replied. 
Such  clofe  llmilitude,  O  antient  dame  ! 
As  thou  perceiv'ft  between  us,  all  alike 
Who  have  beheld  us  both,  have  ever  found. 

He  faid  ;  then  taking  the  refplendent  vafe 
Allotted  always  to  that  ufe,  flie  firft 
Infufed  cold  water  largely,  then,  the  warm, 
UlytTes  (for  belide  the  hearth  he  fat) 
Turn'd  hatlily  toward  the  fhade,  alarm'd 
Left,  handling  him,  fhe  fhould  at  once  remark 
His  fear,  and  all  his  ftratagem  unveil. 
She  then,  approaching,  minifter'd  the  bath 
To  her  own  King,  and  at  firft  touch  dilcern'4 
That  token,  by  a  favage  boar  of  old 
Imprefs'd,  what  time  he  to  ParnafTus  went 
To  vlftt  there  Autolycus  and  his  fons, 
Jlis  mother's  noble  fire,  who  far-excell'd 
la  furtive  arts  and  oaths  all  human-kind  *. 


For 


*  Autolycus,  the  fon  of  Mercury  according  to  the  Scholiaft,  was 
JL-moft  dextrous  thief  after  the  example  of  his  father,  and  fo  ingenious 
both  in  fteaimg  aii4  in  hiding  wh^t  he  had  flolen,  that  he  amafled 

prcal 
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Forfuch  endowments  he  by  gift  receivM 

From  Hermes'  felf,  whom  with  the  thighs  of  Iambs 

And  kids  he  gratified,  and,  in  return. 

The  watchful  Hermes  never  left  his  fide. 

He,  vifiting  Laertes  on  a  time, 

Then  King  in  Ithaca,  the  new-born  fon 

Of  his  own  daughter  found,  whom  on  his  knees 

At  clofe  of  fupper  Euryclea  placed. 

And  thus  the  royal  vifitant  addrefs'd. 

Thyfelf,  Autolycus  !  devile  a  name 
For  this  thy  daughter's  fon,  by  num'rous  pray'rj 
Of  thine  and  fervent,  from  the  Gods  obtained. 

Then  anfwer  thus  Autolycus  return'd. 
My  daughter  and  my  daughter's  fpoufe  !  the  name 
Which  I  fhall  give  your  boy,  that  let  him  bear. 
Sinee,  after  much  fuccefs  at  others'  coft^ 


great  riches.  The  poet,  however,  feems  rathef  to  applaud  than  to 
cenfure  his  pradlce  ;  on  which  account  Plato  cautions  his  difciples 
againft  the  palTage  ;  telling  them  thai  they  are  in  danger  of  learning 
from  Homer,  who  evidently  approves  the  condudt  and  character  of" 
Autolycus,  that  honefty  and  thievery  may  confifl  together,  and  that 
provided  a  man  pilfers  only  from  his  enemies  for  the  benefit  of  him* 
fclf  and  his  friends,  no  great  harm  is  done. — C. 

Homer's  morals  fecm  to  allow  to  a  good  man  diflimulation,  and 
even  an  ambiguous  oath,  faoulJ  they  be  neceflary  to  fave  him  from  a 
villain.  Thus  in,  Book  XX.  Telemachus  f.\  card  by  Zeus,  that  h« 
does  not  hinder  his  mother  from  marrying  whom  fhc  pleafes  of  the 
wooers,  though  at  the  fame  tims  he  is  plotting  their  deftrudtion 
with  his  father — F.  / 

And 
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And  much  hoftility  provoked,  I  come. 
Call  him  Odaffeus*;  and,  in  future  time. 
When  he  fhall  vifit,  at  an  age  mature 
My  manfion  in  ParnafTus,  where,  of  late, 
His  mother  dwelt,  and  where  my  treafures  lie^ 
Rich,  will  I  fend  him  thence,  and  joyful  home* 

Ulyfles,  therefore,  that  he  might  obtain 
Thofe  princely  gifts,  went  thither.     Him  arrived^ 
With  right-hand  gratulation  and  with  words 
Of  welcome  kind,  Autolycus  receiv'd. 
Nor  lefs  his  offspring ;  but  the  mother  moil 
Of  his  own  mother  clung  around  his  neck, 
Amphithea  ;   fhe  with  many  a  fervent  kifs 
His  forehead  prefs'd,  and  his  bright-beaming  eyes* 
Then  bade  Autolycus  his  noble  fons 
Set  forth  a  banquet.     They,  at  his  command, 
A  bullock  introduced,  five  years  his  age, 
Which  flaying  firft,  they  fpread  him  carved  abroad. 
Then  fcored  his  flefh,  transfixed  it  with  the  fpits. 
And  roalting  all  with  culinary  Ikill, 
Gave  each  a  fhare.    Thus,  fitting,  they  prolonged 
All  day  the  feafl:,  and  till  the  fun  declined ; 

*  To  call  him  UlyfTes  here  (a  name  without  meaning)  when 
Autolycus  calls  him  OduiTeus,  for  the  fake  of  its  meaning,  would 
be  not  to  tranflate  but  to  misrepresent  the  poet.  Odufleus  is  im- 
mediately derived  from  the  verb  Odufla6,  I  a/n  angry. 

But 
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But  when  the  fun  declined,  and  darknefs  fell. 
Each  fought  his  couch,  and  took  the  gift  of  fleepr 
Then,  foon  as  day~fpring's  daughter  rofy-pahn'd 
Aurora  look'd  abroad,  forth  went  the  hounds^ 
And,  with  the  hounds,  UlytTes  and  the  youths. 
Sons  of  Autolycus,  to  chafe  the  boar. 
Arrived  at  the  Parnaffian  mount,  they  climb'd 
The  bufhy  fides,  and  to  the  lofticft  lairs 
Erelong  attain'd.     It  was  the  pleafant  hour 
When  from  the  gently-fwelling  flood  profound 
Emerging  bright,  the  fun  firft  fmote  the  fields. 
"Ihe  hunters  feour'd  the  thickets;  foremoft  ran 
The  quefting  hounds,  behind  them  came  the  youths, 
Sons  of  Autolycus,  with  whom  advanced 
The  illuftrious  Prince  Ulyffcs,  preffing  clofe 
The  hounds^  and  brandifhing  his  mafly  fpear. 
There,  hid  in  thickeft  fhades^  an  huge  boar  lay. 
That  covert  neither  rough  winds  blowing  moid 
Could  penetrate,  nor  could  the  noon-day  fun 
Smite  through  it,  or  faft-falling  fhow'rs  pervade. 
So  thick  it  was,  and  underneath,  the  ground 
With  litter  of  dry  foliage  ftrew'd  profufe. 
Hunters  and  dogs  approaching  him,  his  ear 
The  found  effect  perceived  ;  upridging  high 
His  briftly  fpine  and  glaring  fire,  he  fprang 
Forth  from  the  (lirubs,  and  in  defiance  flood 

Near 
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Near  and  right  oppofite.     tJlyfles,  firft> 

Aflail'd  bim  with  his  elevated  fpear 

Ardent  to  wound  him  ,  but  the  boar,  his  thruft 

Preventing,  gall'd  him  firft  above  the  knee. 

Much  fiefli,  obliquely  ftriking  him,  he  tore 

With  his  rude  tulk,  yet  reich'd  not  to  the  bone. 

But  him  UlylFes  piercing  in  the  brawn 

Of  his  right  fhoulder,  urged  his  weapon  through. 

He,  fcreaming,  fell  and  died.     With  inftant  hafte 

Around  Ulyfles  his  companions  throng'd  ;- 

With  dext'rous  promptitude  his  wound  they  braced,- 

With  chaunted  charms  reftrain'd  the  fable  blood 

And  fought  at  once  their  home ;  thence^  foon  as  hea^d,, 

His  hoftsj  rejoicing  in  his  cure,  difmifs'd 

Their  happy  gueft,  enrich'd  with  many  a  gift  *. 

His  parents,  in  his  native  ifte,  with  joy 

Their  fon  received,  and  of  his  hurt  inquired  ; 

He  told  them  all  the  truth- — how  while  be  fconr'd 

The  thickets  of  Parnaffus  with  his  friends 

Sons  of  Autolycus,  a  favage  boar 

Imprefs'd  the  deep  memorial  with  his  tooth. 

That  fear,  while  chafing  him  with  open  palms, 
l^he  matron  knew  j  fhe  left  his  foot  to  fall ; 

*  Hemorrhages,  gout,  fclatica,  and  all  forts  of  fpralns  \vere 
fuppofed  by  the  Antients  to  be  curable  by  fong,  when  once  the 
patient  found  hi rnfelf  capable  of  attending  to  it.— B.&C, 

Down 


ODYSSEY      XIX.     ?67-584.  IpJ 

Down  dropp'd  his  leg  into  the  vafe ;  the  Ijrafs 
Rang,  and,  o'ertilted  by  the  fadden  fhock. 
Poured  forth  the  water,  flooding  wide  the  floor. 
Her  fpirit  joy  at  once  and  forrow  feized  ; 
Tears  fiU'd  her  eyes ;  her  intercepted  voice 
Died  in  her  throat ;  but,  with  a  trembling  hand 
Stretch'd  forth  to  clafp  his  beard,  at  length  fhe  fpake. 

Thou  art  himfelf,  Ulyfles.     Oh  my  fon  ! 
Dear  to  me,  and  my  mafter  as  thou  art, 
I  knew  thee  not,  till  I  had  touch'd  the  fear  *. 

She  faid,  and  right  toward  the  Queen  her  eyes 
Dire6led,  all  impatient  to  declare 
Her  own  Ulyfles  even  then  at  home. 
But  flie,  though  feated  oppofite,  immerfed 
In  deeped  thought  by  Pallas,  neither  heard 
Nor  aught  obferved  of  all.     Then,  feizing  fail 
Her  throat  with  his  right  hand,  and  with  his  left 
Prefllng  her  nearer  on  himfelf,  he  faid. 

•  Dionyflus  Hallcar.  was  fo  charmed  with  the  poet's  whole  ds- 
fcriptlon  of  this  incident,  that  while  we  contemplate  it,  he  fays, 
we  rather  feem  to  view  a  picture  than  to  read  a  poem,  and  accounts 
them  not  much  miftaken  who  fhall  affirm  that  the  beft  leffons  in  his 
art  any  where  to  be  found,  a  painter  may  find  in  Homer.  And 
Cicero's  opinion  of  his  defcripiive  powers  was  equally  honourable 
to  him,  as  appears  from  what  he  fays  on  the  fubjedl  in  his  Tufculan 
Difputations,  L.  v.  S.  39,  where  noticing  the  blindnefs  of  the 
bard  and  his  faculty  of  making  all  things  clearly  feen  by  his  reader^, 
he  exprefles  himfelf  with  rapturous  admiration. — C. 

VOL.  IV.  K  Nurfe  I 
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Nurfe  !  why  would* ft  thou  deftroy  me  ?    From  thy 
breaft 
The  milk  that  fed  me  flow'd.     Much  grief,  much  toil 
Have  I  fuftain'd,  and  in  the  twentieth  year 
Regain  my  country.     Thou  hall:  learn'd  the  truth; 
Snch  was  the  will  of  heav'n.     But  hufh — be  ftill — 
Left  others  alfo  learn  it  from  thy  lips. 
For  this  I  fay,  nor  (hall  the  threat  be  vain  ; 
If  God,  propitious,  grant  me  to  deftroy 
Thofe  fuitors,  when  I  fhall  my  wrongs  avenge 
On  all  thefe  wortalefs  ones  who  ferve  the  Queen, 
Although  my  nurfe,  thyfcif  flialt  alfo  die. 

Him  anfwer'd  Earyclea  then,  difcretc. 
VVhatfpeaksmy  fon  I  How  'fcaped  that  dreadful  word 
Thy  guarded  lips ;  my  faithfulnefs  of  old 
Thou  know'ft,  and  even  now  flialt  prove  me  firm 
As  iron,  fecret  as  the  ftubborn  rock. 
But  bear  and  mark  me  well.     Siiould'ft  thou  prevail. 
By  Pow'r  divine  allilted,  to  deftroy 
The  haughty  fuitors,  I  will  then,  myfelf^ 
Teach  thee  to  judge  the  women,  and  difcern 
Th'  unfaithful  many  from  the  duteous  few. 

To  whom  UlyfTes,  ever- wife,  replied. 
Nurfe  1  wherefore  this  ?  Inftrudion  none  I  need. 
Sufficient  of  myfelf.     Hold  thou  thy  peace. 
Be  that  thy  part,  and  leave  the  reft  to  heav*n. 

He  fpake^  then,  leaving  him,  forth  went  the^nurfc 
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That  (he  might  ferve  him  with  a  fecond  bath, 
For  the  whole  firft  was  fpilt.     Thus,  laved  at  length. 
And  fmooth'd  with  oil,  Ulyfles  nearer  puH'd 
His  feat  toward  the  glowing  hearth  to  enjoy 
More  warmth,  and  drew  his  tatters  o'er  the  fear. 
When,  prudent,  thus  Penelope  began. 

One  queftion,  Granger,  I  fhail  yet  propound, 
Though  brief;  for  foon  the  hour  of  foft  repofc 
Sweet  even  to  the  moft  forlorn,  on  whom 
Sleep  fheds  his  grateful  influence,  will  arrive. 
But  meafure  none  hath  heav'n  to  my  diftrefs 
Allign'd  J  my  fole  delight  is  to  confume 
My  days  in  lighs,  while  here  retired  I  fit. 
Talking  my  women,  and  myfelf  employ'd  ; 
But  (night  return'd,  and  ^11' to  bed  retired) 
I  prefs  mine  alfo,  yet  with  deep  regret 
And  anguith  lacerated,  even  there. 
As  when  at  fpring's  firft  entrance,  her  fweet  fon^ 
The  azure-crefted  nightingale  renews. 
Daughter  of  Pandareus  ;  within  the  grove's 
Thick  foliage  perch'd,  fhe  pours  her  echoing  voicp 
Now  deep,  now  clear,  with  ever-varied  llrains 
Deploring  Itylus,  whom  (he  deftroy'd 
(Her  fon  by  royal  Zethus)  unaware  *, 

*  Her  name  was  Aedon.     She  intended   to  flay  the  fon  of  her 
hufband's  brother  Amphion,  incited  to  it  by  envy  of  his  wife,  who 

b'  2  had 
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So  changeful  are  my  thoughts,  while  here  I  mufe 

Uncertain,  whether  I  fliall  flill  remain 

For  my  Ton's  fake  at  home,  a  faithful  guard 

Of  his  and  mine,  houfc,  women,  houfehold-llores. 

My  fpotlefs  honour,  and  my  nuptial  bed, 

Or  whether  of  my  wooers  I  fhall  choofe 

Who  noblell  feems,  and  offers  richeft  dow'r. 

My  fon,  while  infant  and  of  heedlefs  years 

Would  not  that  I  Ihould  leave  him  and  forfake 

His  father's  home  ;  but  now,  to  manhood  thriv'n. 

He  ev'n  entreats  me  to  depart,  incenfed 

For  his  fair  patrimony  thus  confumed. 

But  I  have  dream'd.     Hear,  and  expound  my  dream. 

My  get{c  are  twenty,  which  within  my  walls 

I  feed  with  fodden  wheat*;  .they  ferve  to  amufe 

Sometimes  my  fonow.     From  the  mountains  came 

An  eagle,  huge,  hook-beak'd,  brake  all  their  necks. 

And  flew  them  ;  fcatter'd  on  the  palace-floor 

They  lay,  and  he  foar'd  fwift  into  the  ikies. 

Dream  only  as  it  was,  I  wept  aloud, 

Till  all  my  maidens,  gather'd  by  my  voice, 

Arriving,  found  me  weeping  ftill,  and  llill 

Complaining,  that  an  eagle  had  at  once 

Slain  all  my  gcefe.     But,  to  the  palace-roof 

had  fix  children,  while  herfelf  had  only  two,  but  through  miitaka 
fhe  Aew  her  own  fon  Itylus,  and  for  her  puniiliment  was  trans- 
formed by  Jupiter  into  a  nightingale.— B.  Sc  C. 

Stooping 
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Stooping  again,  he  fat,  and,  with  a  voice 
Of  human  found,  my  tears  forbidding,  faid — 

Take  courage,  daughter  of  the  glorious  Chief 
Icarius  !   no  vain  dream  haft  thou  beheld. 
But,  in  thy  lleep,  a  truth.     The  flaughter'd  gecfe 
Denote  thy  fuitors,  and  myfelf  who  feem 
An  eagle  in  thy  fight,  am  yet  indeed 
Thy  hufband,  who  have  now,  at  lafl:,  return'd, 
Death,  horrid   death  defigning  for  them  all. 

He  faid ;  then  waking  at  the  voice,  I  call 
An  anxious  look  around,  and  faw  my  gcefe 
Befide  their  tray,  all  feeding  as  before.        , 

Her  then  Ulyfles  anfwer'd,  ever-wife. 
O  Queen  !  interpretation  cannot  err 
Unlefs  perverfely,  fince  UlyiTes'  felf 
So  plainly  fpake  th'  event.     Sure  death  impends 
O'er  ev'ry  fuitor,  he  fhall  flay  them  all. 

To  whom  Penelope  difcrete  replied. 
Dreams  are  inexplicable,  O  my  gueft ! 
And  ofttimes  mere  delufions  that  receive 
No  juft  accomplirtiment.     Two  fev'ral  gates 
Tranfmit  thofe  airy  phantoms.     One  of  horn. 
And  of  fawn  iv'ry,  one*.     Such  dreams  as  pafs 

*  The  difference  of  the  two  lubllances  may  perhaps  ferve  to 
account  for  the  preference  given  in  this  cale  to  the  gate  of  lioru  j 
horn  being  tranfparent,  and  as  fuch  emblematical  of  truth,  while 
ivory,  from  its  whiienefs,  promifes  light,  but  is,  in  faft,  opaque.  F. 

N  3  The 
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The  gate  of  ivory,  prove  empty  founds, 

While  others,  through  the  polifh'd  horn  efFufed, 

Whofe  eye  foe'er  they  vilit,  never  fail. 

But  thence,  methinks,  that  awful  dream  of  mine 

Came  not ;  thrice  welcome  were  it  elfe  to  me 

And  to  my  fon.     Now  mark  my  words  ;  attend. 

The  dreaded  morn  appears,  which  fends  me  far 

From  this  loved  home  for  ever.     To  decide 

Their  rival  claims,  this  day  fhall  I  produce 

Twelve  rings  inferted  in  twelve  pointed  flakes. 

Which,  fet  by  line,  like  galley-ribs,  his  mark 

Ofttimes  Ulyiles  made,  and,  from  afar, 

Would  fpeed  his  well-aim'd  arrow  through  them  all. 

Such  is  the  teft  to  which  I  fhall  invite 

This  day  the  fuitors.     Him  who  fooneft  bends 

The  Itubborn  bow,  and  with  fuceefsful  aim 

His  keen  fhafts  levelling,  thrids  all  the  rings, 

I  follow,  this  dear  manfion  of  my  youth 

Leaving,  fo  fair,   fo  till  d  with  ev'ry  good. 

Though  flill  to  love  it  even  in  my  dreams. 

Her  anfvverd  then  Ulylles,  ever-wife. 
Unblemiilid  confort  of  Laertes'  fon  ! 
Delay  not  3  bring  them,  inftant,  to  the  proof  i 
For  ere  long-lab'ring  they  prevail  to  bend 
That  bow  fo  flubborn,  and  to  fpeed  the  fliaft 
Through  thofe  twelve  rings,  UlylTcs  will  arrive. 

To 
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To  whom  Penelope,  difcrete,  replied. 
Could' ft  thou,  my  gueft  !  unwearied,  flill  confole 
And  footh  me  thus,  thefe  wakeful  lids  of  mine 
Should  never  clofe ;  but  fleep  is  by  the  will 
And  ord'nance  of  the  Gods,  and  to  relifl 
Sleep  always,  far  exceeds  all  pow'r  of  Man. 
I,  therefore,  feeking  my  recefs  above. 
Will  lay  me,  fighing,  down  on  my  fad  couch 
Moift  with  my  tears,  e'er  lince  Ulyfles  went 
To  that  bad  city,  never  to  be  named. 
There  will  I  fleep  ;  but  fleep  thou  here  below, 
JEither,  thyfelf,  preparing  on  the  ground 
Thy  couch,  or  on  a  couch  by  thefe  prepared. 

So  faying,  not  fole,  but  with  her  female  train 
Attendant  on  her  f^eps,  afcending  thence 
She  fought  her  flately  chamber  ;  there  arrived. 
She.  mourn'd  her  lov'd  UlyfTes,  till,  at  length. 
By  Pallas  fhed  foft  flumbers  feal'd  her  eyes. 


N4  ARGU^ 
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TWENTIETH     BOOK. 


UlyfTes,  doubling  whether  he  flull  dcftroy  or  not  the  women  fer- 
vants  who  commit  lewdnefs  with  the  fuitors,  refolves  at  length 
to  fpare  them  for  the  prefent.  He  afks  an  omen  from  Jupiter, 
and  that  he  would  grant  him  alfo  to  hear  fome  propitious  words 
from  the  lips  of  one  in  the  family.  His  petitions  are  both  an- 
fwered.  Preparation  is  made  for  the  feaft.  Whilft  the  fuitors  fit 
at  table,  Pallas  fmites  them  with  a  horrid  frenzy.  Theoclyme-. 
nus,  obferving  the  fliange  effedts  of  it,  prophefies  their  deftruc- 
tion,  and  they  deride  his  prophecy. 


BOOK     XX. 

J3uT  in  the  veftibule  the  godlike  Chief 
UlyfTes  lay.     The  fleeces  of  his  (heep 
Slain  by  the  fuitors,  o'er  a  bullock's  hide 
New-ftripp'd  he  cafl:,  then  prefs'd  his  hafty  couch. 
And  cover'd  by  the  dame,  his  antient  nurfe. 
With  a  warm  mantle,  meditating  lay 

Woe 
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Woe  to  his  enemies.     Mean-time,  the  train 

Of  women  wonted  to  the  fiiitors'  arms, 

AH  fought  their  fev'ral  mates,  and,  as  they  went, 

Titt'ring  and  jefting  lewdly,  fill'd  his  heart 

With  doubts  tumultuous,  whether,  then,  at  once 

To  ilay,  or  to  permit  them  yet  to  give 

Their  lufty  paramours  one  lad  embrace. 

As  growls  the  mailiff  Handing  on  the  Hart 

For  battle,  if  a  flranger's  foot  approach 

Her  cubs  new-whelp'd — fo  growl'd  Ulyfies'  heart. 

While  wonder  fiU'd  him  at  their  impious  deeds. 

But,  fmiting  on  his  breaft,  he  thus  reproved 

The  mutinous  inhabitant  within. 

Heart !  bear  it.     Worfe  than  this  thou  didft  endure 
What  time,  invincible  by  force  of  man. 
The  Cyclops  on  thy  brave  companions  fed. 
Then  thou  waft  patient,  though  a  thoufand  fears 
Poflefs'd  thee,  till  thy  wifdom  {et  thee  free. 

His  own  heart  thus  he  difciplined,  which  bore 
With  firmnefs  the  reftraint,  and  in  his  breaft 
Rebell'd  not;  yet  he  turn'd  from  tide  to  ftde. 
As  when  fome  hungry  fwain  o'er  glowing  coals 
A  paunch  for  food  prepares,  from  fide  to  fide 
He  turns  it  oft,  and  ftarce  abftains  the  while. 
So  he  from  fide  to  fide  roU'd,  pondVing  deep 
How  likelieft  with  fuccefs  lie  might  aflail 

4  Thofc 
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Thofe  ihamelefs  fuitors  ;  one  to  many  oppofed  *,. 
Then  Pallas,  ftooping  from  the  Ikies,  in  form 
A  woman,  o'er  the  muling  hero's  head 
Her  flation  took,  and  thus  the  Goddefs  fpake. 

Why  fleep'ft  thou  not,  unhappieft  of  mankind  ? 
Thou  art  at  home ;  here  dwells  thy  wife,  and  here 
Thy  fon  ;  a  fon,  whom  all  might  wifh  their  own. 

"Whom  thus  Ulylles  anfwer'd,  ever- wife. 
O  Goddefs  !  juil  is  all  that  thou  haft  faid ; 
But,  not  without  folicitude,  I  mufe 
How,  with  fuccefs,  alone,  I  fhall  aflail 
My  ihamelefs,  num'rous,  never- failing  guefts 
The  fuitors ;  this  thought  pains  me ;  but  a  thought, 

*  Spondanus  underftands  the  Sinnile  as  defigned  to  illuftrate  the 
quicknefs  and  variety  of  thought  with  which  Ulyffes  was  exercifed 
while  in  qaeil  of  an  expedient  to  flay  the  fuitors.  '  Madame  Dacier 
fuppofes  his  burning  impatience  to  be  the  point  of  c'omparifon,  but 
Clarke  the  reftlefs  motion  of  his  body  merely  ;  and  if  Homer  may 
be  allowed  the  befl  interpreter  of  his  own  meaning,  Clarke  is  cer- 
tainly right;  for  the  frequent  turnings  of  Ulyffes  on  his  bed  are 
the  only  circuirftance  to  which  he  applies  it. 

The  Simile  nas  been  cenfured  by  many  aa  mean  and  tending  to 
degrade  the  Hero.  Euflathius  vindicates  it  on  the  ground  of  the 
Hero's  affumcd  charafter,  which  is  that  of  a  mendicant. — C.  But 
thoueh  he  is  believed  to  be  fuch  by  all  about  him,  to  the  reader 
he  is  known  to  be  Ulylles ;  if  therefore  no  better  plea  can  be 
urged  in  its  favour,  it  mull  be  given  up,  A  far  better  however 
•will  be  foon  found,  if  divefling  himfelf  of  falfe  delicacy,  the  rea- 
der will  confider  its  fimplicity  ;  h^  w  natural  it  is,  how  appofite^ 
and  how  forcibly  it  iniprclTei  the  fubjedl. 

Still 
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Still  weightier,  more.     If,  through  yonr  fov'reign  aid, 
(Thine  and  thy  Father's)  I  fhould  flay  them  all. 
How  (hall  myfelf  cfcape  ?  oh  Goddefs  !  think*. 

To  whom  the  blue-eyed  Goddefs  in  reply. 
Oh  void  of  fiith  1  a  mortal  man  will  trufl 
His  friend,  though  mortal  and  in  valour  Icfs 
And  wifdom  than  himfelf ;  but  I  who  keep 
Thee  in  all  difficulties,  am  divine. 
I  tell  thee  plainly.     Were  we  throng  d  around 
By  fifty  bands,  all  ambulh'd,  and  prepared 
To  flay  thee,  thou  fhould' ft  yet  fecurely  drive 
The  flocks  and  cattle  of  them  all  away. 
But  yield  to  Ileep's  foft  influence  ;  fleeplefs  nights 
Themfelves  are  painful,  and  erelong,  be  fure. 
Thou  fhalt  emerge  from  under  all  thy  woes. 

So  fayingTwe  fhech^^  UlyfTes'  eye^ 


Soft  flumbcrs,  and  when  fleep  that  fooths  the  mind 
And  nerves  the  limbs  afrefli  had  feized  him  once. 
Departing,  fought  th'  Olympian  heights  again. 
But  his  chafle  fpoufe  awaking,  wept  reclined 
On  her  foft  couch,  and,  nobleft  of  her  fex. 
Satiate  at  length  with  tears,  her  pray'r  addrefsM 
To  Dian  firft  of  all  the  Pow'rs  above. 

Diana  !  virgin  Goddefs  !  fprung  from  Jove  ! 

*  That  is,  how  fliall  I  efcape  the  vengeance  of  their  kindred? 

I  would 
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1  would  that  with  a  fhaft  this  moment  fpcd 
Into  my  bofom,  thou  would'ft  here  conclude 
My  mournful  life  !  or,  oh  that,  as  it  flies. 
Snatching  me  through  the  pathlefs  air,  a  florm 
Would  whelm  me  deep  in  Ocean's  refilefs  tide  ! 
So,  fudden  tempefls  caught  the  daughters  fair 
Of  Pandareus  away  *  ;  their  parents  died 
By  wrath  divine,  and  they  were  left  forlorn  ; 
But  Venus  nourifli'd  them  with  curds,  with  wine 
And  honey  ;  Juno  gave  them  to  furpafs 
All  women  both  in  feature  and  in  mind; 
With  graceful  flature  eminent  thyfelf 
Didft  deign  to  blefs  them,  and  in  female  talks 
Ingenious,  Pallas  with  fuperiour  fkill. 
But  when  the  foam-fprung  Goddefs  to  the  Ikies 
A  fuitrefs  went  on  their  behalf,  to  obtain 
Bleft  nuptials  for  them  from  the  Thund'rer  Jove, 
(For  Jove  the  happinefs,  himfelf,  appoints^ 
And  the  unhappinefs  of  all  below) 
Mean-time,  fwift  Harpies  ravifhing  away 
Thofe  virgins,  gave  them  to  the  Furies  Three, 
That  they  might  fcrvc  them  ^,     O  that  me  the  Gods 

Inhabiting 

^♦•■•     ■■ 
*  Aedon,  Cleothera,  Merope. — B.  &  C, 

f  We  have  here  a  different  hiftory  given  us  of  Acdon,  who  in 
Book  xix,   (iee  the  note  on  Line  634)  is  faid  10  have  been  trans- 
formed 
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Inhabiting  Olympus  fo  would  hide 
From  human  eyes,  or  Dian  ftrike  me  dead ! 
That  while  Ulyfles  yet  hath  all  my  thoughts. 
My  days  concluded,  I  might  Tcape  the  pain 
Of  gratifying  fome  inferiour  Chief  1 
This  is  fupportable,  when  (all  the  day 
To  forrow  giv'n)  the  mourner  fleeps  at  night; 
For  fleep,  if  once  it  veil  the  tearful  eye. 
All  reminifcence  blots  of  all  alike. 
Both  good  and  ill ;  but  me  the  Gods  afflict 
Not  feldom  ev'n  in  dreams,  and  at  my  fide. 
This  night  the  likenefs  of  Ulyfles  lay. 
Such  as  myfelf  beheld  him  when  he  fail'd 
''    With  his  brave  Ithacans  ;  my  bounding  heart 
No  fleeting  dream  believed  it,  but  a  truth. 

While  thus  flie  fpake,  in  orient  gold  enthroned 
Came  forth  the  morn.     Ulyfllis,  at  the  voice, 

formed  into  a  nightingale.  In  his  comment  on  twis  paffage  the 
Scholiaft  tells  us  that  Pandarcus,  fon  of  Merops  and  the  nymph  Ore<t^ 
having  married  Harmathoe  daughter  of  Amphidamas,  by  her  had 
three  daughters,  Aedon,  Cleothera,  and  Merope.  Their  father, 
arriving  in  Crete,  ftole  a  dog  belonging  to  Jupiter  from  his  tem- 
ple, and  in  punifhment  of  that  crime  it  was,  that  he  and  his 
wife  were  flain,  and  their  three  t:hildren  difpofed  of  as  Penelope  here 
mentions.— B.  &C. 

It  feems  ftrarge  that  two  fuch  very  different  cataftrophes  (hould 
be  related  of  the  fame  perfon  ;  to  attempt  either  to  reconcile  or  to 
account  for  them  would  be  a  vain  labour. 

Well- 
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Wellnigh  believed  himfelf  already  known. 
And  that  his  wife  flood  weeping  at  his  fide. 
He  flarted,  gather'd  in  his  arms  the  cloak 
And  fleeces,  placed  them  on  a  feat  within. 
But  carried  forth  the  ranker  hide  abroad, 
Where,  thus,  with  lifted  hands  to  Jove,  he  pray*d. 

Eternal  Sire  1  if,  after  num'rous  woes 
By  land  and  on  the  Deep,  I  reach,  at  length. 
With  full  confent  of  heav'n  my  native  home, 
Voiichfafe  me  from  the  lips  of  one  awake 
Within  thefe  walls,  an  omen,  and  bid  found 
Thy  own  peculiar  fignal  from  above. 

Such  pray'r  he  made,  and  Jove  omnifcient  heard. 
Sudden  he  thunder'd  from  the  radiant  heights 
Olympian  ;  glad,  Ulyfles  heard  the  found. 
A  woman,  next,  then  lab' ring  at  the  mill 
Hard  by,  where  all  his  numVous  mills  he  kept, 
Gave  him  the  fign  propitious  from  within. 
Twelve  damfels  toil'd  to  turn  them,  day  by  day. 
Meal  grinding,  fomc,  of  barley,  fome,  of  wheat, 
Marrow  of  man  *.     The  reft  (their  portion  ground) 
All  Hept ;  one  only  from  her  tafk  as  yet 
Ceas'd  not,  for  fhe  was  feeblefl  of  them  all ; 
She  reflcd  on  her  mill,  and  thus  pronounced 

Unconfcloui 
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Unconfcious  for  whofe  fake,  th'  aufpicious  word. 

Jove,  Father,  Governor  of  heav'n  and  earth! 
Loud  thou  haft  thunder'd  from  the  flarry  fkies 
By  no  cloud  veii'd ;  a  fign  propitious,  giv'n 
To  v/hom  I  know  not ;  but  oh  grant  the  pray'r 
Of  a  poor  bond-woman  !  appoint  their  feaft 
This  day,  the  laft  that  in  Ulyfles'  houfe 
The  fuitors  (hall  enjoy,  for  whom  I  drudge. 
Grinding,  to  wearinefs  of  heart  and  limb. 
Meal  for  their  ufe.     Here  feaft  they  never  more  \ 

She  ended,  and  theliit'ning  Chief  received 
With  equal  joy  both  figns,  convinced  by  both 
That  he  fhould  punifn  foon  tho^e  guilty  men. 
And  now,  returning  to  their  fev'ral  talks. 
The  women  on  the  palace-hearth  renewed 
Its  fprightly  blaze,  and  tVom  his  couch  arole 
Godlike  Telcmachus  ;  he,  foon  attired. 
His  belted  faulchion  o'er  his  thoulder  flung, 
Bound  his  bright  fandals,  grafp'd  his  fturdy  fpear 
Steel-pointed,  and  advancing  to  the  poicb. 
Of  Euryclea,  thence,  aloud  enquired. 

Nurfe  !  have  ye  with  refpedlful  notice  ferv'd 
Our  gueft  ?  or  hath  he  found  a  fordid  couch 
E'en  where  he  might  ?  for,  prudent  though  the  be. 
Sometimes  tny  mother  errs  ;  with  kindnefs  treats 

The 

X 
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The  worthlefsj  and  the  worthy  with  negledl. 

He  ceas'd,  and  Eurycica  thus  replied. 
Son  !  blame  not  Her,  who  merits  now  no  blame. 
The  gueft  fat  drinking  till  he  would  no  more. 
And  ate,  till,  queftion'd,  he  replied — Enough. 
And  when  the  hour  invited  to  repofe 
Herfelf  and  him,  Ihe  gave  her  women  charge 
To  fprcad  his  couch.     Yet  he,  like  one  forlorn^ 
And,  through  defpair,  indifl'Vent  to  himfelf. 
Both  bed  and  rugs  refufed,  and  in  the  porch 
On  fleeces  flept,  and  on  a  raw  rank  hide, 
Beneath  a  cloak  caft  over  him  by  me. 

She  ceas'd  ;  then,  grafping  his  bright-headed  fpear. 
With  his  fleet  hounds  befide  him,  iflued  forth 
Telemachus  to  join  th'  atlembled  Greeks 
In  council ;  with  majeftic  gait  he  moved, 
And  Euryclea,  daughter  wife  of  Ops, 
Pifenor's  fon,  the  women  thus  enjoin'd. 

HaQe — ftand  not  idle — fweep  the  palace-floor 
And  fprinkle  it ;  then  give  the  fumptuous  feats 
Their  purple  coverings.     Let  others  cleanfe 
With  fponges  all  the  tables,  waQi  and  rinfe 
The  beakers  well,  and  the  refplendent  cups ; 
Run  others  to  the  fountain,  and  bring  thence 
Water  with  fpeed  ;  for  all  the  fuitor-train 

In 
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In  hafte  to  celebrate  this  joyous  day, 
Apollo's  feilival,  will  foon  arrive*. 

She  fpake,  whom  all,  obedient,  heard ;  forth  went 
Together,  twenty  to  the  chryflal  fount, 
While  others  well  their  talks  perform'd  at  home. 
Then  came  the  ferving-men  and  fplit  the  wood  ^', 
The  women,  next,  with  water  from  the  fount. 
Whom  foon  the  fwine-herd  followM,  driving  three 
Sele61ed  brawns,  which  in  the  fpacious  court 
He  feeding  left,  and,  with  a  friendly  voice 
AddrefliDg  him,  Ulyfles  thus  befpake. 

Gueft !  look  the  Greecians  on  thee  with  refpe(3; 
At  length,  or  ftill  difdainful  as  before  ? 

Then,  anfwer  thus  Ulyfles  wife  return'd. 
Yes — and  I  would  that  ven2:eance  from  the  Gods 
Might  pay  their  infolence,  who  thus  ufurp 
Dominion  here,  and,  in  another's  houfe. 
With  no  refpe6l  of  right,  or  dread  of  (liame. 
Much  evil  daily  work,  and  purpofe  more. 

Thus  they  conferr'd  ;  and  now  Mclanthius  came 
The  goat-herd,  driving,  with  the  needlcfs  aid 
Of  thofe  two  fwains,  the  fattell  of  his  goats 

*  The  new  moon  — B.  &  C. 

f  Inftead  of  fAnvTvp'-i  Dr.  Bentley  in  two  MSS.  found  ^fr,rvcsit 
which  feems  the  better  reading,  the  tafk  of  cleaving  wood  being 
work  fitter  for  the  fervants  than  the  fuitors.  They  in  fadl  enter 
afterward,  fte  L.  292. — C. 

VOL.  IV.  o  To 
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To  feaft  the  fuitors.     In  the  founding  porch 
The  goats  he  tied,  then,  drawing  near,  in  terms 
Reproachful  thus  afTail'd  Ulyfies'  ear. 

How,  flranger  ?  perfever'fl  thou,  begging,  ftill 
To  vex  the  fuitors  ?  wilt  thou  not  depart 
Till  blows  (hall  feparate  us,  and  thou  tafte, 
For  thy  regale  to-day,  this  fift  of  mine  ? 
Thou  art  unreafonable  thus  to  beg 
Here  always — have  the  Greeks  no  feafts.  befide  ? 

He  fpake,  to  whom  Ulyfles  anfwer  none 
Return'd,  but  (hook  his  brows,  and,  filent,  framed 
Terrible  purpofes.     Then,  third,  approach'd 
A  maflcr-fwain,  Philoetius;  fatted  goats 
He  for  the  fuitors  brought,  with  which  he  drove 
An  heifer ;  from  the  continent  they  came 
Thence  in  the  public  ferry  wafted  o'er. 
He  tied  them  in  the  founding  porch,  then  flood 
Befide  the  fwineherd,  whom  he  thus  befpake. 

What  foreign  gueft,  Eumaeus  !   hath  arrived 
Of  late  amongft  us  ?   Is  his  country  known  ? 
His  lineage  and  degree  ?  not  fuch  by  birth 
I  judge  him  as  he  feems,  but  rather  far 
Some  haplefs  Prince.     The  Gods  indeed  delight 
To  plunge  the  wand'rers  of  the  world  in  woe. 
When  thus  they  deftine  even  Kings  to  mourn. 

He  ceas'd  ;  and,  with  his  right  hand,  drawing  nigh, 

Wclcom'd 
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WelcomM  Ulyfles,  whom  he  thus  befpake. 

Hail,  hoary  guefl !  hereafter  may 'ft  thou  fhare 
Delights  not  fewer  than  thy  prefent  pains  ! 
Oh  Jove,  of  all  the  Gods  Thou  moft  fevere  ' 
Kings  reign  by  Thee  ;  yet  though  by  Thee  they  reign. 
Thou  fpar'ft  not  even  Kings,  whom  oft  wc  fee 
Plunged  by  thyfelf  in  gulphs  of  deepeft  woe. 
Soon  as  I  faw  thee.  Sir  !  tears  dimm'd  my  fight 
And  fweat  bedew'd  my  forehead,  at  the  thought 
Of  dear  Ulyftes ;  for  if  yet  he  live 
And  fee  the  fun,  fuch  tatters,  I  fuppofe, 
He  wears,  a  wand'rer  among  human-kind. 
But  if  already  with  tlie  dead  he  dwell 
In  Pluto's  drear  abode,  oh  then,  alas 
For  kind  Ulyfles  !  who  confignVl  to  me. 
While  yet  a  boy,  his  Cephalenian  herds, 
Now  multiplied  to  fuch  a  countlefs  ftore 
As  only  care  like  mine  could  have  produced. 
Thefe,  by  command  of  others,  I  tranfport 
For  their  regale,  who  neither  heed  his  fon. 
Nor  featr  the  righteous  vengeance  of  the  Gods, 
But  long  have  wifh'd  impatient  to  divide 
And  fhare  th^  fubfiance  of  our  abfent  Lord. 
Me,  therefore,  this  thought  occupies,  and  haunts 
My  mind  not  feldom  ;  while  his  heir  furvives 
It  were  no  fmall  offence  to  drive  his  herds 

02  Afar, 
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Afar,  and  migrate  to  a  foreign  land  ; 
Yet  here  to  dwell,  afflided  and  opprefs'd. 
Their  flave  for  whom  I  rear  them,  feems  to  me 
Still  lefs  fupportable  ;  and  I  had  fled. 
And  I  had  fcrv'd  fome  other  mighty  Chief 
Long  flnce,  (for  patience  fails  me  to  fuftain 
My  prefent  lot)  but  that  1  cherifli  ftill 
Some  hope  of  my  long-banifli'd  lord's  return, 
To  rid  his  palace  of  thefe  lawlefs  guefts. 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  ever-wife,  replied. 
Herdfman  !  fmce  neither  void  of  fenfe  thou  feem'fl 
Nor  yet  diflionefl,  but  myfelf  am  fure 
That  thou  art  owner  of  a  mind  difcrete. 
Hear,  now,  my  folemn  oath.     I  firft  adjure 
Jove  and  this  hofpitable  board,  and,  next, 
The  Lares  *  of  the  noble  Chief,  whofe  hearth 
Protedls  me  now,  that,  ere  thy  going  hence, 
Ulyfles  furely  fliall  have  reach'd  his  home, 
And  thou  flialt  fee  him,  if  thou  wilt,  thyfelf. 
Slaying  thefe  tyrant  troublers  of  his  houfe. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Philcetius.     Jove  perform 
As  thou  hafl:  faid  !  and  quickly  flialt  thou  fee 
This  arm,  how  prompt  and  fl;renuous  in  his  aid. 

Eumaeus  alfo  ev'ry  pow'r  of  hcav'n 

*  Houfehold  Gods  who  prefided  over  the  hearth. 

Entreated, 
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Entreated,  that  UlyfTes  might  pofTcfs 

His  home  again.     Thus  mutual  they  conferr'd. 

Mean-tiuie  the  fuitors  fecretly  prepared 
Death  for  Telcmachus  -,  but  while  they  fat 
Confulting,  un propitious,  on  the  left 
An  eagle  foar'd,  which  grafp'd  a  tim'rous  dove. 
Then,  thus,  Amphinomus  the  reft  befpake. 

My  friends  !  thefe  confultations  how  to  flay 
Telemachus,  will  never  fmoothly  ran 
Toliheir  effect ;  but  let  us  to  the  feaft. 

So  fpake  Amphinomus,  whofe  counfcl  pleafcd. 
Then,  all  into  the  royal  houfe  repaired, 
And  on  the  thrones  and  couches  throwing  off 
Their  mantles,  flew  the  fatted  goats,  the  fhecp. 
The  fwine,  and  heifer  from  the  diftant  herd. 
The  roafted  entrails  firft  they  fhared,  then  jfill'd 
The  beakers,  and  the  fwineherd  placed  the  cups  ; 
Philcetius,  chief  intendant  of  the  beeves, 
Serv'd  all  with  bread  in  platted  bafkets  neat. 
While  all  their  cups  Melanthius  charged  with  winCj 
And  they  alliiil'd  at  once  the  ready  feaft. 
Mean-time  Telemachus,  with  honeft  guile. 
Within  the  fpacious  hall,  but  clofe  befide 
The  threfhold  placed  his  father,  for  whofe  ufe 
A  fordid  feat  he  found  and  fcanty  board, 
A  portion  of  inteftincs,  next,  he  fet 

o  3  Before 
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Before  him,  fill'd  a  golden  goblet  high, 
And  thus,  in  prefence  of  them  all,  began. 

There  feated  now,  drink  as  the  fuitors  drink, 
I  will,  myfelf,  their  biting  taunts  forbid, 
And  violence.     This  edifice  is  mine, 
Islot  public  property  ;  my  father  firft 
Poflefs'd  it,  and  my  right  from  him  defcends. 
Suitors  !  control  your  tempers  and  your  tongues, 
Nor  with  your  hands  offend,  left  ftrife  enfue. 

He  ceas'd  ;  they  gnawing,  fat,  their  lips,  aghafl 
With  wonder  that  Telemachus  in  his  fpeech 
Such  boldnefs  ufed.     Then  fpake  Eupithes'  fon, 
Antinoiis,  and  the  affembly  thus  addrefs'd. 

Let  pafs,  my  friends  !  thefe  menaces,  though  rude 
And  fcarcely  to  be  borne  ;  the  will  of  Jove 
Concurr'd  not,  elfe,  our  orator's  harangues. 
Now,  rapid  in  their  courfe,  had  ceafed  to  flow. 

So  fpake  AntinoLis,  whom  Ulyffes'  fon 
Heard  unconcern'd.     *  And  now  the  heralds  came 
In  folemn  pomp,  condu6ting  through  the  ftreets 
An  hecatomb,  and  in  the  dulky  grove 
OfPhcebus,  glorious  archer  of  the  Ikics, 
The  Grcccians  met.     Mean-time  the  fav'ry  roait 

*  This  is  a  public  proceflion  and  a  general  afiembly  of  the 
peof  le  of  Ithaca,  They  celebrate  the  felfival  in  the  grove  of  Apollo; 
but 'the  fuitors  themfelves  fcdii  as  ufual  in  the  houfe  of  Ulyffes,  and 
their  banquet  i.\  jarti;u!ar  is  intended  in  what  follows. — C. 

Finifird, 
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FInifh'd,  and  from  the  fpits  withdrawn,  the  guefts 

Shared  equally  the  feaft,  and,  as  they  ferved 

The  fuitors,  in  like  fort  th'  attendants  ferved 

Ulyfles  alfo  ;  for  the  Hero's  fon 

Himfelf,  Telemachus,  had  fo  enjoined. 

Bat  Pallas  (that  they  might  exafp'rate  more 

Ulyfles)  fuffer'd  not  the  fuitor  Chiefs 

To  banquet,  guiltlefs  of  heart-piercing  feoffs 

And  violence.     There  was  a  fuitor  named 

Ctefippus,  born  in  Samos  ;  coarfe  he  was 

And  infolent,  and  in  his  father's  wealth 

Confiding,  had  prefumed  to  woo  the  wife 

Of  long-exiled  UlyfTes.     From  his  feat 

That  man  the  haughty  fuitors  thus  addrefs'd. 

Ye  noble  fuitors,  I  would  fpeak  ;  attend  ! 
The  guell  is  ferved;  he  hath  already  fhared 
Equal  with  us  ;  nor  lefs  demand  the  laws 
Of  hofpitality  ;  for  neither  j aft 
It  were  nor  decent,  that  a  gueft,  received 
Here  by  Telemachus,  fhould  be  denied 
His  portion  of  the  feaft.     But,  now,  myfelf 
Will  give  him  wherewithal  he  may  requite 
The  woman,  his  attendant  when  he  bathed. 
Or  whatfoever  menial  qKc  he  will. 

So  faying,  he  from  a  bafkct  near  at  hand 
Heav'd  an  ox-foot,  and  with  a  vig'rous  arm 

o  4  Hurl'd 


2l5  ODYSSEY     XX.    35&-371. 

Hurl'd  it.     Ulyfles  gently  bow'd  his  head. 
Shunning  the  blow,  but  gratified  his  juft 
Refcntment  with  a  broad  fardonic  fmile 
Of  dread  fignificance  *.     He  fmote  the  wall. 
Then  thus  Telemachus  rebuked  the  deed. 
Ctefippus,  thou  art  fortunate;  the  bone 
Struck  not  the  ftranger,  for  he  fliunn'd  the  blow  ; 
Elfe,  had  I  furely  driv  n  my  glitt'ring  lance 
Right  through  thee;  then,  had  no  connubial  rites 
Of  thine  in  ithaca  thy  fire  employ'd. 
But  thy  funereal.     No  man  therefore  treat 
Me  with  indignity  within  thefe  walls; 
For  though  of  late  all-heedlefs  and  a  child, 
I  now  can  well  diilinguifh  good  from  ill. 
We  have  endured  much  wrong,  our  flocks  devoured. 
Our  corn  and  wine  confumed  ;  for  what  could  I 


*  The  Scholiaft  informs  us  that  the  Sardians  had  a  barbarous  law 
among  them,  accorciing  to  which  on  the  three  days  which  ibey 
fet  apart  for  the  worfhip  of  Saturn,  they  not  only  facrificed  the  moft 
beautiful  of  their  captives,  but  of  their  Elders  alfo  all  whofe  age  ex- 
ceeded feventy  years.  If  thefe  vidims  wept  when  they  were  led  to 
the  altar,  their  tears  were  deemed  difhonourable  and  a  proof  of 
meannefs,  but  if  they  cheerfully  embraced  the  by-llanders  and 
laughed,  they  were  much  applauded.  Hence,  he  fays,  the  laughter 
of  a  man  in  circumflances  of  mifery  came  to  be  called  Sardonic 
laughter.-- ij.  &  U. 

But  Faulanias  derives  the  expreffion  from  a  poifonous  herb 
which,  h',;  fays,  grew  in  Sardis,  of  which  whoever  ate  died  laugh- 
ing.— C. 

Single, 
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Single,  againft  your  numbers  ?  be  content 
Now,  therefore,  and  abltain  from  future  harm 
And  outrage  done  to  me  ;  but  if  alone 
My  death  can  fatisfy  you,  death  itfelf 
I  would  account  more  eligible  far, 
Than  thus  to  witnefs  your  atrocious  deeds 
Day  after  day  ;  to  fee  my  guefts  abufcd. 
With  blows  infulted,  and  the  women  dragg'd 
With  lewd  and  forceful  licenfe,  to  the  (hame 
And  foul  difhonour  of  my  noble  home. 

He  faid,  and  all  fat  filent,  till  at  length 
Thus  Agelaiis  fpake,  Diaftor's  fon. 

My  friends  !  let  none  with  contradI(5llon  thwart 
And  rude  reply,  words  rational  and  juft ; 
Allault  no  more  the  firanger,  and  let  all 
The  women  of  renown'd  Ulyifes  dwell 
In  quiet  here.     My  counfel  to  the  Queen 
And  to  Telemachus,  fliall  gentle  be. 
May  it  but  pleafe  them.     Long  as  hope  furvived 
Within  your  bofomsof  the  fafe  return 
Of  wife  Ulyfles  to  his  native  ifle. 
So  long  good  reafon  was  that  (he  fhould  hold 
While  yet  fhe  might,  our  wooing  in  fufpenfe; 
For  had  Ulyflcs  come,  that  courfe  had  proved 
Wifelt  and  bed  ;  but  that  be  comes  no  more 
Appears,  now,  manifeft.     Thou,  therefore.  Prince  1 

1  Seeking 


2l8  O  D  Y  S  S  £  Y    XX.      393-42»« 

Seeking  thy  mother,  counfel  her  to  wed 
That  fuitor  who  (hall  yield  her  ampleft  dowV, 
That  thou,  for  thy  peculiar,  may'ft  enjoy 
Thy  own  inheritance  in  peace  and  cafe. 
And  fhe,  departing,  find  another  home. 

To  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
I  fwear  by  Jove,  and  by  my  father's  woes. 
Who  either  hath  deceafed  afar  from  home. 
Or  roams  wo  know  not  where,  that  hindrance  none 
Retards  my  mother's  nuptials  framed  by  me  ; 
Choofc  whom  fhe  may,  my  farewell  gifts  (hall  fpcak 
Me  well  content,  fo  bounteous  fhall  they  be. 
But  to  difmifs  her  rudely  were  an  adl 
Unfilial — That  I  dare  not — God  forbid  ! 

So  fpake  Telemachus.     Then  Pallas  ftruck 
The  fuitors  with  delirium  ;  wide  they  ftretch'd 
Their  jaws  with  unfpontaneous  laughter  loud  ; 
Their  meat  dripp'd  blood ;  tears  fill'd  their  eyes,  and  dire 
Prcfages  of  approaching  woe,  their  hearts. 
Then  godlike  Thcoclymenus  exclaimed*. 

Ah  miferable  men  !  what  curfe  is  this 
That  takes  you  now  ?  night  wraps  itfelf  around 
Your  faces,   bodies,  limbs  ;  the  palace  {hakes 
With  peals  of  groans — and  oh,  what  floods  ye  weep  ! 

*  Who  had  fought  refuge  in  the  fliip  of  Telemachus  when  he  left 
Spana,  and  came  with  him  to  Ithnca. 

I  fee 
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I  fee  the  walls  and  arches  dappled  thick 

With  gore ;  the  veftibule  is  throng'd,  the  court 

On  all  fides  throng'd  with  apparitions  grim 

Of  llaughter'd  men  deep  finking  in  the  gloom 

Of  Erebus;  the  fim  is  blotted  out 

From  heav'n,  and  midnight  whelms  you  premature*- 

He  faid,  they,  hearing,  laugh'd;  and  thus  the  foQ 
Of  Polybus,  Eurymachus  replied. 

This  wand'rer  from  a  difi;ant  fhore  hath  left 
His  wits  behind.     Hoa  there  !  condudl  him  hence 
Into  the  forum;  fince  he  dreams  it  night 
Already,  teach  him  there  that  it  is  day  ^, 

Then  anfwer  thus  the  godlike  feer  return'd. 
No  need,  Eurymachus  !  of  guides  have  I 
To  lead  me  hence ;  for  I  have  eyes  and  ears. 
Two  fett  uncrippled,  and  a  mind  exempt 

*  See'ft  thou  not  the  fuitors  afTembled  for  the  enjoyment  of 
youthful  pleafures,  regaling  themfelves  with  fatted  goats,  filled 
with  the  tender  flcfh  of  kids,  liftening  to  the  found  of  the  flute, 
charging  their  goblets  to  the  brim,  fporting  with  the  difcus,  fending 
the  javelin  to  the  mark — Who  would  not  affirm  that,  thus  enter- 
tained, they  are  happy  ?  But  the  prophet  and  the  inllrudtor  of  others 
gives  them  a  hint  of  the  Future  — 

Ah  miferable  men !  Vv^hat  curfe  is  this  &c. 

Maxim  :  Tjr.  Dijirtat,  XXXI.—C. 

+  This  anfwer  of  Eurymachus  will  feem  unnatural  to  the  lail  de- 
gree, unlefs  the  reader  underftand  that  the  prodigies  enumerated  by 
Theociymenus  are  feen  by  himfelf  only. 

From 
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From  iickly  dotage  and  delufions  wild. 
Thefe  fhall  condu6l  me  forth,  for  well  I  know 
Your  doom  at  hand,  a  doom  which,  truft  me,  none 
Shall  'fcape  of  all  the  fuitors,  whofe  delight 
Is  mifchief,  and  t'  infult  what  gueft  foe'er 
Ulyfles'  hofpitable  doors  receive. 

He  faid,  and,  iflfuing  from  the  palace,  fought 
Piraeus'  *  houfe  ;  he  welcom'd  his  return. 
Then  all  the  fuitors  on  each  other  caft 
A  look  fignificant,  and,  to  provoke 
Telemachus,  with  gibes  his  guefts  purfued, 
And  infolently  thus  a  youth  remark'd.  m 

Telemachus  !  thy  guefts,  of  all  who  roam, 
Are  fure  the  vileft.     Witnefs,  this  forlorn 
And  hungry  wretch,  who  never  drinks  or  eats 
Save  what  he  begs,  and  whofe  unmanly  bread 
No  courage  warms; — a  cumb'rer  of  the  ground. 
Next,  comes  another,  fubjedl,  as  it  feems. 
To  fudden  fits  of  prophecy.     But  hear. 
For  I  will  teach  thee,  wilt  thou  but  be  taught. 
E'en  let  us  bind  them,  and  tranfporting  both 
To  Lemnos,  fell  them  at  what  price  we  may. 

So  fpake  the  fuitor,  whom  UlyfTes'  fon 
Heard  unconcern 'd,  and,  filent,  look'd  and  looked 

*  To  whom  Telemachus  bad  configned  the  care  of  him  on  his 
£rfl  arrival,  —B.  &  U, 

Toward 
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Toward  his  father,  vigilant  to  feize 

The  fign  for  flaughter  of  his  (hamelefs  foes. 

Penelope,  mean-time,  the  chafte,  the  wife, 

Icarius'  daughter,   from  a  fplendid  feat 

Placed  oppoiite  within  her  own  recefs 

Heard  all  their  mockVies  *.     They,  with  noify  mirth, 

Fealled  delicioully,  for  they  had  flain 

Many  a  fat  vi(5lim  ;  but  a  fadder  feaft  '^ 

Than,  foon,  the  Goddefs  and  the  warrior  Chief 

For  them  fhould  fiirnifh,  none  (hall  ever  fhare. 

Of  which  their  crimes  had  furnifh'd  firft  the  caufe. 

*  The  womens'  apartment  and  that  of  the  men  were  on  oppofite 
fides  of  the  houfe.— B.  &  C, 


ARGU- 
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ARGUMENT 


OF  THE 


TWENTY-FIRST     BOOK. 


Penelope  propofes  to  the  fuitors  a  contcft  with  the  bow,  herfelf 
the  prize.  They  prove  unable  to  bend  the  bow ;  when  Ulyfles 
having  withfome  difficulty  poffefled  himfelf  of  it,  manages  it  with 
the  utmoft  eafe,  and  difpatches  his  arrow  through  twelve  rings 
crefted  for  the  trial. 


BOOK   xxr. 

IN  ow  came  the  dreadful  hour,  when  Pallas  urged 
Icarius'  lovely  daughter,  the  difcrete 
Penelope,  with  bow  and  rings  to  prove 
Her  fuitors  in  Ulyfles*  courts,  a  ftrife 
Moft  fatal  in  conclufion  to  them  all. 
Firft,  taking  in  her  hand  the  brazen  key 
Well-forged,  and  fitted  with  an  ivVy  grafp, 
Attended  by  the  women  of  her  train 

4  She 
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She  fought  her  Inmoft  chamber,  the  recefs 

In  which  his  brafs,  his  gold,  and  temper'd  liecl 

Ulyfles  kept.     There  hung  his  flubborn  bow, 

And  there  his  ample  quiver  fill'd  with  fhafts, 

A  deadly  ftore,  which  Iphitus  the  fon 

Of  Eurytus,  in  Lacedaemon  gave 

UlyfTes  on  a  time,  when,  as  it  chanced. 

He  met  him  in  McfTcnia  *,  in  the  houfe 

Of  brave  Orillochus.     UlyfJes  came 

Demanding  payment  of  arrearage  due 

From  all  that  land  ;  for  a  Mefleniiin  fleet 

Had  borne  from  Ithaca  three  hundred  tlieep, 

With  all  their  fhepherds  ;  long  the  voyage  was ; 

Yet  thither,  even  in  his  boyifh  days 

Sent  by  Laertes  and  the  Senate  forth 

To  make  the  juft  demand,  Ulyfles  went. 

But  Iphitus  had  thither  come  to  feek 

Twelve  mares  and  twelve  mule  colts  which  he  had  lofr, 

A  fearch  that  coft  him  foon  a  bloody  death. 

For,  in  the  houfe  of  Hercules,  the  bold 

And  indefatigable  fon  of  Jove, 

Vidlim  of  lawlefs  violence,  he  died. 

The  ruthlefs  Hero  placed  him  at  his  board, 

Then,  negligent  alike  of  wrath  divine 

And  the  holt's  duty,  kill'd  him  ;  for  he  kept, 

*   A  province  of  Laconh. — B.  &  C. 

Himfelf, 
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Himfelf,  the  mules  which  Iphitus  had  loll. 

Them  feeking  in  Meflenia,  there  he  met 

UlyfTcs,  and  on  him  that  bow  conferr'd 

Which,  erft,  huge  Eurytus  had  borne,  and  which.. 

Dying,  he  left  for  Iphitus  to  bear. 

Ulyfles,  in  return,  on  him  beftowed 

A  fpear  and  fword,  ill-fated  pledges  both 

Of  hofpitality  ;  for  ere  they  faw 

Each  other  more,  the  fon  of  Jove  his  gucft 

The  godlike  Iphitus  profanely  flew  *. 

Thus  came  the  bow  into  Ulyfles*  hands. 

Which,  never  in  his  gallant  barks  he  bore 

*  The  Scholiaft  relates  the  ftory  thus — Iphitus,  the  fon  of 
Eurytus,  an  Oechalian  by  birth,  having  loft  his  mares,  fought 
thera  in  all  the  cities  round  about ;  but  Polyides  the  prophet  admo- 
nifhing  him  not  to  feek  them  in  Tiryntha,  for  that  he  would  do  it  to 
his  hurt,  he  defpifed  the  caution,  and  fought  them  there  alfo;  when 
Hercules  dragging  him  to  the  battlements  of  his  city,  caft  him  down 
headlong,  having  a  quarrel  with  him  and  his  father,  who,  on  his 
return  from  Hell  where  he  had  bound  Cerberus,  refufed  him  his  pro- 
mifed  bride  lola,  and  difmiffed  hira  fcornfuUy.—  B.  &C. 

But  according  to  Spondanus,  whofe  opinion  Clarke  approves,  the 
more  probable  reafon  for  which  he  flew  Iphitus,  was  left  he  Ihould 
dlfcover  the  ftolen  mares.  It  feems  at  leall  to  be  the  reafon  afligned 
by  Homer,  who  fays 

I'TT'TTSf  a  auTo?  tj^«  xpaTtpa'vt^^a?  iv  fjLiycifoKrtv, — C. 
Not  that  Hercules  Hole  them  himfelf,  for  they  were  ftolen  by  Au- 
tolycus  as  Eultathius  informs  us,  from  whom  Hercules  bought  them; 
confciou*  however  that  they  were  ftolen. 

To 
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To  battle  (though  he  bent  it  oft  at  home) 
But  kept  it  in  his  palace  fafely  ilored, 
.A  much-efteem'd  memorial  of  his  friend. 

Soon  as,  divineft  of  her  fex,  arrived 
At  that  fame  chamber,  with  her  foot  (lie  prefs'd 
Its  oaken  threfhold,  levcU'd  by  the  line 
And  (haven  fmooth,  with  fhapely  columns  tall 
At  either  end,  on  which  the  portals  hung, 
She  loos'd  the  ring  and  brace,  then  introduced 
The  key,  and  aiming  at  them  from  without, 
Struck  back  the  bolts  *,     I'he  portals,  at  that  ftroke. 
Sent  forth  a  tone  deep  as  the  paftured  bull's, 
And  flew  wide  open.     Mounting,  next,  the  broad 
And  elevated  floor  on  which  the  chefts 
That  held  her  own  fweet-fcented  raiment  fl:ood. 
With  lifted  hand  (he  lower'd  from  its  hold 
The  bow  within  its  glitt'ring  cafe  fecured. 
Then,  fitting  there,  (he  lay'd  it  on  her  knees. 
Weeping  aloud,  and  drew  it  from  the  cafe. 
Thus  weeping  over  it  long  time  fhe  fat, 
Till  fatiate,  at  the  lafl-,  with  grief  and  tears, 
Defcending  by  the  palaoe  fteps  flie  fought 
Again  the  fuitors,  bearing  in  her  hand 

•  The  reader  will  of  courfe  obferve,  that  the  whole  of  this  pro- 
cefs  implies  a  fort  of  mechanifm  very  different  from  that  with  which 
■we  are  acquainted,— The  tranflatipn,  I  believe,  is  c:faft, 

vo;,,  IV.  p  The 
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The  bow  now  loofen'd,  and  the  quiver,  fill'd 

With  pointed  arrows  bright,  a  deadly  flore. 

Behind  her  alfo,  laden  with  a  cheft 

In  which  Ulyfles  had  the  rings  inclofed 

In  conteft  ufed,  feme  brazen,  fome  of  fteel, 

Her  damfels  went ;  and  when  at  length  the  caraej 

Lovelieft  of  women,  where  the  fuitors  fat. 

Between  the  pillars  of  the  ftately  dome 

Pauling,  before  her  beauteous  face  fhe  fpread 

Her  {lender  veil,  and  with  a  female  guard 

On  either  fide,  th*  atlembly  thus  addrefs'd. 

Ye  bold  intruders  here,  who  never  meet 
But  to  devour  the  fubftance  of  a  Chief 
Long  abfent  from  his  home,  nor  can  invent 
Pretext  or  palliative  for  fuch  abufc 
Save  your  defire  to  make  a  bride  of  me, 
Attend  this  game  to  which  I  call  you  forth. 
Behold  this  pond'rous  bow ;  my  godlike  fpoufe 
Hath  bent  it  oft ;  the  fuitor  who  Ihall  bend 
This  bow  with  eafe,  and  who  Itall  fpeed  a  fhaft 
Through  thefe  twelve  rings,  him  following,  I  forfake 
This  manlion  of  my  youth,  fo  fair,  fo  fiH'd 
With  all  abundance,  and  which,  doubtlefs,  oft 
I  (hall  remember  even  in  my  dreams. 

So  faying,  fhe  bade  Eum^eus  lay  the  bow 
Before  thcin,  and  the  twice  fix  rings  of  fteel. 

He 
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He  wept,  received  them,  and  obey'd  ;  nor  wept 
Philoetius  lefs,  feeing  the  bow  which  erfi: 
His  Lord  had  occupied  ;  when  at  their  tears 
Indignant,  thus,  Antinolis  exclaim'd. 

•  Ye  rural  drones,  whofe  purblind  eyes  fee  not 
Beyond  the  prefent  hour,  egregious  fools  ! 
Why,  weeping,  trouble  ye  the  Queen,  diflrefs'd 
Too  much  already  for  her  hufband  loft  ? 
Reft  on  your  feats  and,  filent,  (hare  the  feaft  ; 
Or,  going  forth  to  weep,  leave  Us  t'  aftay 
This  arduous  taftc  fevere  ;  for  none,  I  judge, 
Shall  bend  this  bow  with  cafe,  fince,  of  us  all. 
None  owns  Ulyfles'  force,  whom  having  feen, 
While  yet  a  child,  I  well  remember  ftill. 

He  faid,  but  in  his  heart  indulged,  the  while. 
Fond  hope,  that  he  fhould  bend,  himfelf,  the  bow 
And  pafs  the  rings,  though  foremoft  of  them  all 
Ordain 'd  to  perifti  by  the  mortal  tafte 
Of  brave  Ulyfles'  fliaft,  whom  erft  he  dared 
Himfelf  to  flight  and  teach  the  reft  to  fcorn. 
Amidftthem,  then,    the  facred  might  arofe 
Of  young  Telemachus,  who  thus  began. 

Me,  furely,  Jove  hath  fuddenly  deprived 
Of  all  found  intelle(5l.     My  mother,  wife 
And  prudent,  and  with  caufe  moft  dear  to  me, 

p  2  Proclaims 
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Proclaims  her  purpofe  to  forfake  her  home 

Efpouling  whom  Ihe  mull,  and  I,  the  while. 

Trifle  and  laugh  as  I  were  ftill  a  child. 

But  come,  ye  fuitors  !  fince  the  prize  is  fuch, 

A  Princefs,  like  to  whom  can  none  be  found 

This  day  in  all  Achaia  ;  on  the  fhores 

Of  facred  Pylus,  or  within  the  walls 

Of  Argos,  or  Mycenae,  or  our  own. 

Or  in  Epirus  ;  and  fince  this  yourfelves 

Know  likewife,  praife  of  mine  fhe  little  needs. 

Delay  not,  therefore,  wafte  not  time  in  vain 

Excufes,  turn  not  from  the  proof,  but  bend 

At  once  the  bow,  for  quick  decifion-fake. 

I  will,  myfelf,  make  trial,  and  fhould  I 

Prevail  to  bend  it,  and  to  pafs  the  rings. 

Then  (hall  I  not  with  anguifli  fee  the  Queen 

Following  another,  and  forfaking  me, 

Whom,  now,  my  years,  my  ilaturc,  and  my  ftrength, 

Prompt  forth  to  games  in  which  my  fire  excell'd. 

He  faid,  and  fiarting  from  his  feat,  cafi:  off 
His  purple  cloak,  and  lay'd  his  fword  afide. 
Then  fix'd,  himfclf,  the  rings,  a  furrow,  firfi^, 
Op'ning,  of  length  that  might  fufFice  for  all 
And  fcoop'd  by  line,  then,  flamping  clofe  the  glebe. 
All  wonder'd,  with  fuch  fkill  the  fpikes  he  placed, 

Atafk 
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A  talk  which  never  had  he  feen  perform'd*. 
Then,  hafting  to  the  portal,  there  he  ftood. 
Thrice,  with  full  force  he  ftrove  to  bend  the  bow, 
Arid  thrice  he  paufed,  but  ftill  with  hope  to  draw 
The  bow-ftring  home,  and  pafs  his  arrow  through  ^. 
And  now  the  fourth  time  (training  tight  the  cord 
He  fhould  have  hitchM  it,  but  his  father's  looks 
Reprefs'd  his  eager  efforts,  and  he  ceafed. 
Then  thus  the  royal  youth  again  exclaim'd. 

Gods  !  cither  I  fhall  prove  of  little  force 
Hereafter,  and  for  manly  feats  unapt, 
Or  I  am  yet  too  young,  and  have  not  flrength 
To  quell  the  aggreflbr's  contumely.    But  come — 
(For  ye  have  ftrength  furpaffing  mine)  try  ye 
The  bow,  and  bring  this  conteft  to  an  end. 

He  ceas'd,  and  on  the  floor  fet  down  the  bow. 
Reclining  it  againft  the  pannell'd  boards 
That  lined  the  wall ;  the  light  fhaft,  next,  he  placed, 
Befide  it,  leaning  on  the  polifli'd  horn, 

•  Becaufe  at  the  time  when  Ulyflcs  ufed  this  paftime,  Telema- 
chus  was  either  not  born,  or  merely  an  infant,  fmce  fuch  his  father 
left  him  when  he  went  to  Troy. — C. 

+  This  firft  attempt  of  Telcmachus  and  the  fuitors  was  not  an 
attempt  to  (hoot,  but  to  lodge  the  bow-ftring  on  the  oppolite  horn, 
the  bow  having  been  rekafed  at  one  end,  and  flackened  while  it  was 
laid  by. 

V  3  And 
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And  to  the  feat,  whence  he  had  ris'n,  return'd. 
Then  thus  Eupithes'  fon,  Antinoiis  fpake. 

From  right  to  left,  my  friends !  as  wine  is  giv*n^ 
Come  forth,  and  in  fucceffion  try  the  bow*. 

So  fpake  Antinoiis,  and  his  counfel  pleafed. 
Then,  firft,  Leiodeg,  CEnop^s  fon,  arofe. 
He  was  their  foothfayer,  and  ever  fat 
Befide  the  beaker,  diflant  from  the  moft. 
For  he  detelled  mifchief,  and  his  heart 
Ofttimes  with  anger  burn'd  againft  them  all^. 
He  then  took  foremofl;  up  the  fhaft  and  bow. 
And,  at  the  portal  ftanding,  flrove  to  bend 
But  bent  it  not,  fatiguing,  firft,  his  hands 
Too  delicate  and  uninured  to  toil. 
He  ceafed,  and  his  companions  thus  befpakc. 

My  friends,  I  fpeed  not ;  let  another  try ; 
But  many  a  Prince's  life  this  fatal  bow 
Shall  fhorten,  fince  to  die  far  better  feems 
Than  to  furvive  loll  happinefs,  the  prize 

*  Antinous  prefcribts  to  them  this  manner  of  rifing  to  the  trial 
for  the  good  omen's  fake,  the  left-hand  being  held  unpropitious. 

f  The  place  where  the  beaker  flood  ;ind  confequently  the  ctip- 
bearer'b  phce,  was  at  the  extremity  of  the  room.  There  it  was  that 
Lciodes  conilantly  fat,  and  he  was  therefore  the  proper  perfon  to 
make  the  firft  trial,  according  to  the  diredlion  of  Antinoiis. — C. 

See  L.  166. 

Which 
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Which  here  we  feek,  and  here  have  fought  fo  long. 
Some  faitor,  at  this  moment,  doubtlefs,  hopes 
Tha't  he  (hall  wed  whom  long  he  hath  defired, 
UlyfTes'  wife,  Penelope ;  let  him 
Eflay  the  bow,  and,  trial  made,  addrefs 
His  fpoufal  offers  to  fome  other  fair 
Among  the  long-lioled  Princefles  of  Greece, 
This  Princefs  leaving  his,  whom  flie  fliall  deem 
Mod  lib'ral,  and  whom  fate  fhall  favour  mod. 

He  ceas'd,  and  on  the  floor  fet  down  the  bow. 
Reclining  it  againft  the  pannell'd  boards 
That  lined  the  wall  ;  the  light  fhaft,  next,  he  placed, 
Beflde  it,  leaning  on  the  polilh'd  horn. 
And  to  the  feat,  whence  he  had  ris'n,  return'd. 
Then  him  Antinous,  angry,  thus  reproved. 

What  word,  Leiodes,  of  unpleafing  found 
Hath  fcap'd  thy  lips  ?  it  flres  me  with  difdain. 
Shall  this  bow  fatal  prove  to  many  a  Prince, 
Becaufe  thou  haft,  thyfclf,  too  feeble  proved 
To  bend  it  ?  Thou  waft  neither  born  to  bend 
The  unpliant  bow,  nor  to  dire61:  the  (haft. 
But  here  are  nobler  who  (hall  foon  prevail. 

He  faid,  and  to  Melanthius  gave  command. 
The  goatherd.     Hence,  Melanthius,  kindle  fire ; 
Befide  it  place,  with  fleeces  fpread,  a  form 
Of  length  commodious  ;  from  within  procure 

p  4  A  large 
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A  large  round  cake  of  fuct  next,  with  which 
Chafing  and  fupph'ng,  firft,  the  rigid  bow 
Before  the  fire,  we  will  again  eiiay 
To  bend  it,  and  decide  the  doubtful  ftrife. 

He  ended,  and  Melanthius,  kindling  fire 
Befide  it  placed,  with  fleeces  fpread,  a  form 
Of  length  commodious ;  next,  he  brought  a  cake 
Ample  and  round  of  fuet  from  within. 
With  which  they  chafed  the  bow,  then  tried  again 
To  bend,  but  bent  it  not,  too  feeble  far 
For  that  exploit.     All  firove,  favc  only  two, 
Antinous  and  Eurymachus  ;  a  pair, 
Paft  competition,  ableft  of  them  all*. 

Then  went  the  herdfman  and  the  fwineherd  forth 
Together  ;  after  whom,  the  glorious  Chief 
Himfelf  went  forth,  Ulylles  ;  and  when  all 
Without  the  court  had  met,  with  gentle  fpeech 
Ulyfles,  then,  the  faithful  fwains  addrcfs'd. 

Herdfman  I  and  thou,  Eumaeus  1  fhuU  I  keep 
A  certain  fecret  clofe,  or  fhall  I  fpeak 
Outright  ?  I  burn  t'impart  it,  and  I  will. 


*  They  probably  referved  themrdves  for  a  later  trial,  that  others 
having  liad  an  opportunity  to  prove  their  infufficiency,  their  own 
fuperior  force  might  be  evident  if  iliey  fucceedtd.  Had  they  made 
an  earlier  attempt  and  a  fuccefiful  one,  others  might  have  had  room 
to  boaft  that  they  coald  have  done  the  lik?*,  had  they  not  been  anti- 
cipated. 

What 


O  D  Y  S  S  E  Y    XXI.    I130-8JJ.  ^2;^ 

What  welcome  (hould  Ulyfles  at  your  hands 
Receive,  arriving  fudden  at  bis  home. 
Some  God  his  guide  ?  would  ye  the  fuitors  aid. 
Or  aid  Ulyfles  rather  ?  anfwer  true. 

Then  thus  the  chief  intendant  of  his  herds. 
Would  Jove  but  grant  me  my  defire,  to  fee 
Once  more  the  Hero,  and  would  fome  kind  PowV 
Refiore  him,  I  would  give  thee  foon  to  know 
What  force  I  can  exert  in  fight  for  him. 

Eumaeus,  alfo,  fervently  the  Gods 
In  pray'r  implored,  that  they  would  render  back 
UlyfTes  to  his  home.     He,  then,  convinced 
Of  their  unfeigning  honefly,  began. 

Behold  him  !  I  am  he  myfelf,  arrived 
After  long  fufFrings  in  the  twentieth  year  ! 
I  know  how  welcome  to  yourfelves  alone 
Of  all  my  train  I  come,  for  I  have  heard 
None  others  praying  for  my  fafe  return. 
I  therefore  tell  you  truth  ;  fhould  heav  n  fubdue 
The  fuitors  under  me,  ye  fliall  receive 
Each,  by  my  gift,  a  bride,  with  lands  and  houfe 
Near  neighboring  mine,  and  thenceforth  fhall  be,  both, 
Dear  friends  and  brothers  of  the  Prince  my  fon. 
This  fign  fhall  alfo  fpeak,  and  with  a  voice 
That  mud  enforce  your  credence.    View  the  fear 
Which  in  the  thickets  of  PamafTus  erft 

Where, 
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Where,  with  my  kinfmen  of  my  mother's  houfe 
I  roufed  a  boar,  his  ivVy  tufk  imprefs'd. 

So  faying,  he  ftripp'd  his  tatters,  and  unveil'd 
The  whole  broad  fear  ;  then,  foon  as  they  beheld 
That  token,  confcious  of  its  truth,  each  caft 
His  arms  around  UlyfTes,  wept,  embraced 
And  prefs'd  him  to  his  bofom,  killing  oft 
His  brows  and  flioulders,  who  as  oft  their  hands 
And  foreheads  kifs'd,  nor  had  the  fctting  fun 
Beheld  them  fatisfied,  but  that  himfelf 
Ulyfles  thus  admoniflied  them,  and  faid. 

Ceafe  now  from  tears,  left  any,  coming  forth, 
Mark,  and  report  them  to  the  foe  within. 
And  feek  the  hall  again  ;  but  one  by  one, 
Not  all  at  once,  I  foremoft,  then  yourfelves. 
And  this  ihall  be  the  lign.     Full  well  I  know 
1'hat,  all  unanimous,  they  will  oppofe 
Surrender  of  the  bow  and  fhafts  to  me  ; 
But  thou,  (proceeding  with  it  to  my  feat) 
Eumaeus,  noble  friend  !  fhalt  place  it  fafe 
Within  my  grafp  ;  then  bid  the  women  clofe 
The  mafly  doors,  and  Ihould  they  hear  a  groan 
Or  other  noife  made  by  the  Princes  ihut 
Within  the  hall,  let  none  with  curious  hafte 
Step  forth  abroad,  but  each  her  tafk  purfue 
With  mute  attention.     Be  the  palace-door 


Thy 
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Thy  charge,  my  good  Philoetius  !  key  it  faft 
Without  a  moment's  paufe,  and  fix  the  brace  *. 

He  ended,  and,  returning,  prefs'd  again 
His  former  feat ;  nor  ftay'd  his  fervants  long 
Without,  but  follow'd  their  illuflrious  Lord. 
Eurymachus  with  bufy  fingers  turn'H 
And  turn'd  the  bow,  ftill  chafing  it  before 
The  fprightly  blaze,  but,  after  all,  could  find 
No  powV  to  bend  it,     Difappointment  wrimg 
A  groan  from  his  proud  heart,  and  thus  he  faid. 

Alas  !  not  only  for  myfelf  I  grieve. 
But  grieve  for  all.     Nor,  though  I  mourn  the  lof« 
Of  fuch  a  bride,  mourn  I  that  lofs  alone, 
(For  lovely  Greecians  may  be  found  no  few 
In  Ithaca,  and  in  the  neighbour  ifles) 
But  fhould  we  fall,  at  laft,  fo  far  beneath 
The  brave  Ulylles,  that  no  force  of  ours 
Can  bend  his  bow,  what  portion,  then,  but  fhame 
Muft  we  receive  from  ages  yet  to  come  ? 

To  whom  Antinoiis,  thus,  Eupithes'  Ton. 
Eurymachus  I  not  fo.     Thou  know'ft  the  caufe ; 
The  feafl  of  Phoebus  ;  who  would,  on  the  day 


*  The  ^rir(M(  feems  to  have  been  a  ftrap  defigned  to  clofe  the  only 
apertare  by  which  the  bolt  could  be  difplaced,  and  the^  door 
opened.— C. 

Sacred 
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Sacred  to  Phoebus,  dare  t'employ  the  bow  *  ? 

Ccafe  ;  lay  it  by  ;  but  let  the  rings  remain 

Where  now  they  (land,  which  no  man,  entVing  here. 

Will  venture  to  difplace,  and  bid  the  youth 

Serve  all  with  wine ;  that,  firft,  libation  made, 

Wc  may  religioufly  lay  down  the  bow. 

Command  ye  too  Melanthius,  that  he  drive 

Hither  the  faireft  goats  of  all  his  flocks 

At  dawn  of  day ;  that  burning,  firil,  the  thighs 

To  the  ethereal  archer,  we  may  make 

New  trial,  and  decide,  at  length,  the  flrife. 

So  fpake  Antinoiis,  and  his  counfel  pleafed. 
The  heralds,  then,  pour'd  water  on  their  hands, 
While  youths  crown'd  high  the  goblets  which  they  bore 
From  right  to  left,  with  ceremonial  due. 
When  each  had  made  libation,  and  had  drunk 
Till  well  fufficed,  then,  ever  (hrewd  t'  improve 
Occalion,  thus  Ulyfles  intcrpofed. 

ye  fuitors  of  the  matchlefs  Queen,  attend  I 
I  fpeak  my  fervent  wifh,  but  fhall  entreat 
Eurymachus  and  his  illuftrious  friend 
Antinoiis  moft,  who  counfels  now  fo  well, 

•  The  meaning  of  this  pretex;  feems  to  be,  that  Archcrfhip  beisg 
in  peculiar  the  attribute  of  Phosbus,  to  attempt  a  proof  of  theirs  on 
a  day  devoted  to  his  worfhip,  would  be  to  cxpofc  thenifelves  to  his. 
jealoufy  and  rerentment. 

Tamper 
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Tamper  no  longer  with  the  bow,  but  leave 
The  matter  with  the  Gods,  who  (hall  decide 
The  flrife  to-morrow,  fav'ring  whom  they  will. 
Mean-time,  grant  mc  the  bow  that  I  may  prove 
My  pow'r  to  bend  it  ere  I  yet  depart. 
For  trial-fake  if  ftill  thefe  hands  retain 
Their  wonted  force,  or  whether  wand'rings  long 
And  lofs  of  all  that  cherifhes  and  feeds 
The  ilrength  of  man,  have  wafted  mine  away. 

He  laid,  whom  they  with  indignation  heard 
Extreme,  alarm'd  left  he  (hould  bend  the  bow, 
And  fiernly  thus  Antinoiis  replied. 
Ill-fated  wretch,  and  fenfelefs  as  forlorn  ! 
Art  not  contented  to  partake  the  fea(^ 
With  fuch  as  we  ?     None  robs  thee  of  thy  part. 
And  thou  haft  leave  to  witnefs,  fitting  here. 
Our  whole  difcourfe  ;  an  honour,  favc  to  thee, 
To  none  allow'd  of  all  the  vagrant  tribe. 
Wine  hath  befool'd  thee,  which  makes  foolifli  all 
Wide-throated  drinkers,  unrcftrain'd  by  rule. 
Wine  in  the  manfion  of  the  mighty  Chief 
Pirithoiis,  made  the  valiant  Centaur  mad 
Eurytion,  at  the  Lapithsean  feaft  *. 

•  when  Pirithoiis,  one  of  the  Lapithse,  married  Hippodamla, 
daughter  of  Adraftus,  he  invited  the  Centaurs  to  the  wedding. 
The  Cenraiirs.  intoxicated  with  wine,  attempted  to  ravilh  the 
wives  of  the  Lapithae,  who,  in  refentment  of  that  infult,  flewr 
ihem.— B.  &  C. 

He 
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He  drank  to  drunkennefs,  and  being  drunk. 

Committed  great  enormities  beneath 

PirithoiJs'  roof,  and  Tuch  as  fill'd  with  rage 

The  Hero-guefts,  who  therefore  by  his  feet 

Dragg  d  hin»  right  through  the  veftibule,  amerced 

Of  nofe  and  ears,  and  he  departed  thence 

Frantic  for  very  fhame  ;  whence  foon  enfued 

Fierce  war  between  the  Centaurean  race 

And  human-kind  ;  but  on  himfelf  he  puU'd 

That  evil,  his  excefs  in  wine  the  caufe. 

Great  evil  alfo,  fhould'ft  thou  bend  the  bow, 

I  prophefy  to  thee ;  for  thou  {halt  find 

Protedlor  none  or  advocate  in  all 

This  people,  but  we  will  difpatch  thee  hence 

Incontinent  on  board  a  faSle  bark 

To  ruthlefs  Echetus,  that  foe  from  whom 

No  pris'ner  e'er  efcapes  *.     Then  drink  in  peace^ 

And  quarrel  fhun  with  younger  men  than  thou. 

Him  anfwer'd,  then,  Penelope  difcrete. 
Antinoiis  I  neither  feemly  were  the  deed 
Nor  juft,  to  maim  or  harm  whatever' gueft 
Whom  here  arrived  Telemachus  receives. 
Think'ft  thou,  that,  (liould  he  bend  the  mafly  boWj 
Strong  as  himfelf  Ulylies,  he  would  claim 

•  See  above.    Book  , win.  L.  loz. 

4  The 
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The  winner's  prize,  Ulyffes'  wife  ?    That  thought 
His  heart  difowns  ;  nor  let  a  fear  fo  vain 
One  fuitor's  mind  diftrefs  of  all  who  meet 
To  banquet  here,  lince  it  diflionours  me. 

She  fpake ;  to  whom  Enrymachus  reply'd, 
Offspring  of  Polybus.     O  matchlefs  Queen  ! 
Icarius'  prudent  daughter  !  none  fufpc6ls 
That  thou  wilt  wed  with  him  ;  a  mate  fo  mean 
Should  ill  become  thee  ;  but  we  fear  the  tongues 
Of  either  fex,  left  fome  Achaian  fay 
Hereafter,  (one  inferior  far  to  us) 
Not  fuch  the  fuitors  are,  as  was  the  Chief 
Whofe  widow'd  mate  they  feek.     His  bow  to  bend 
Surpafs'd  their  utmoft  powV  ;  yet  here  arrived. 
We  know  not  whence,  a  wand'rcr,  who  perform'd 
The  talk  with  eafe,  and  (hot  through  all  the  rings. 
So  will  they  fpeak,  and  {o  (hall  we  be  fhamed. 

Then  anfwer,  thus,  Penelope  return 'd. 
No  fair  report,  Eurymachus,  attends 
Their  names  or  can,  who,  riotous  as  ye. 
The  houfe  difhonour,  and  confume  the  wealth 
Of  fuch  a  Chief.     Why  (liame  ye  thus  yourfd'nes  ? 
The  gueft  is  of  athletic  frame,  well  form'd. 
And  large  of  limb  ;  he  boafts  him  alfo  fprung 
Prom  noble  anceftry.     Come  then — confent — 
pive  hini  the  bow,  that  we  may  fee  the  proof; 

For 
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For  thus  I  fay,  and  thus  will  I  perform ; 
Sure  as  he  bends  it,  and,  by  Phoebus*  aid, 
Thrids  all  the  rings,  a  tunic  fair  and  cloak 
Shall  be  his  meed  from  me,  a  javelin  keen 
To  guard  him  againft  men  and  dogs,  a  fvvord 
Sharp  on  both  fides,  with  fandals  for  his  (ctt. 
And  I  will  fend  him  whither  moft  he  would. 

She  fpake,  but  thus,  difcrete,  her  fon  replied. 
Mother — the  bow  is  mine  ;  and,  fave  myfelf, 
None  here  hath  right  to  give  it,  or  refufe. 
No  Prince  in  rock-bound  Ithaca,  no  Chief 
Or  Potentate  in  all  the  fruitful  ifles 
Which  neighbour  Elis  *,  if  I  choofe  to  make 
The  bow  his  own,  (hall  negative  my  choice. 
Thou,  therefore,  feck  thy  chamber  ;  there  the  loon^ 
And  fpindlc  ply,  thyfelf,  and  ftridlly  charge 
Thy  women  that  they  work  ;  but  leave  to  men 
To  ftretch  the  bowftring,  and  my  father's  bow 
To  me,  fole  ruler,  in  his  abfence,  here. 

He  faid  ;  (he  moved  with  wonder  at  the  tone 
With  which  he  fpake,  her  fon's  advice  repofed 
Deep  in  her  heart,  and  with  her  female  train 
Afcending  fought  her  chamber.     There^e  wept 
Her  loft  Ulyfles,  till  Minerva  bathed 

•  Dulichiura,  Zacynthus,  Saraos,  &c.— B,  Sc  C. 

Wiik 
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With  balmy  dews  of  flcep  her  weary  lids*. 
And  now  the  noble  Avincherd  bore  the  bow 
Toward  UlyfTes  ;  but  with  one  voice  all 
The  Aiitors,  clamorous,  reproved  the  deed, 
Of  whom  a  youth,  thus,  infolent  exclaim'd. 

Thou  clumfy  fwineherd,  whither  bearTt  the  bow. 
Delirious  wretch  ?  fhoald  Phoebus  and  the  Gods 
Take  part  with  us,  the  hounds  which  thou  hafl.  fed 
Shall  cat  thee  yonder,  in  thy  lone  abode. 

So  they,  whom  hearing  he  replaced  the  bow 
Where  erft  it  ftood,  affrighted  at  the  found 
Of  fuch  loud  menaces ;  on  the  other  fide 
Tclemachus  as  loud  afiailM  his  ear. 

Friend  I  forward  with  the  bow  ;  foon,  elfe,  repent 
That  thou  obey'dft  the  many,  driven  hence 
By  this  my  youthful  arm  with  mafly  flones, 
Back  to  the  field.     My  firength  furpafles  thine. 
I  would  that  all  here  prcfent  were  in  force 


*  The  poet  having  found  himftif  unJer  a  neceflity  to  produce 
Penelope  from  the  women's  apartment  into  that  of  the  men,  when 
flic  has  once  finifhed  her  proper  bufinefs,  which  was  to  inllitute  the 
ccntcft  with  the  bow,  knowing  thit  (he  would  be  of  no  ufc  in  the 
fequel,  dcxteroufly  contrives  to  ge!t  rid  of  her  ;  intending  however 
principally  to  make  her  alloniihrnent  as  great  as  poflible,  when  fhe 
fhould  learn  in  the  fame  moment  the  prefence  of  her  hulband  and 
the  dellrudlion  of  the  fuitois,  of  which  fhe  it  CQlireiy  ignorant 
while  it  happens, — Euftath.— C. 

KOL.  IV.  a  A$ 
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As  far  inferlour  to  myfelf  as  thou, 

Soon  would  I,  then,  give  rude  difmiffion  hence 

To  fonie,  who  now  with  mifchief  teem  alone. 

He  ceafed,  whofe  words  the  fuitors,  fmiling,  heard. 
And,  for  their  fake,  in  part  their  wrath  refign'd 
Againft  the  Prince  ;  then  through  the  fpacious  hall 
Eumaeus  bore  the  bow,  which  he  confign'd 
To  his  lord's  hand,  and,  fummoning  abroad 
The  prudent  Euryclea,  thus  began. 

It  is  the  pleafure  of  UlyfTes'  fon. 
Sage  Euryclea !  that  thou  key  fecure 
The  doors  ;  and  fhould  ye  hear,  perchance,  a  groan 
Or  other  noife  made  by  the  Princes  (hut 
Within  the  hall,  let  none  look,  curious,  forth. 
But  each  in  quietnefs  her  work  purfue  *. 

So  he ;  nor  ufelefs  flew  his  words  away. 
But  Euryclea  key'd,  at  once,  the  doors. 
Then,  noifelefs,  fprang  Philoetius  forth,  who  clofed 
As  quick,  the  portals  of  the  palace-court. 
A  (hip-rope  of  Egyptian  reed,  it  chanced, 
Lay  in  the  veftibule  ;  with  that  he  braced 


*  This  is  a  mifreprefentation  of  the  faH,  for  he  had  not  received 
his  commiffion  from  Telemachus  but  from  Ulyfles ;  it  is,  however, 
a  prudent  one,  and  to  Euriijeus  who  knew  not  that  Euryclea  was 
already  apprized  of  the  arrival  of  her  xnafter,  mull  have  appeared 
indiipenfably  necefrary.—C. 

The 


i, 
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The  doors  fecure,  and  entVing  to  the  guefts 
Refumed  his  feat,  but,  watchful,  eyed  his  Lord. 
He,  now,  with  bufy  look  and  curious  touch 
Explored  the  bow,  now  viewing  it  remote. 
Now  near  at  hand,  aware  that,  haply,  worms 
Had,  in  his  abfence,  drill'd  the  folid  horn. 
A  fuitor  noticed  him,  and  thus  remark'd. 

He  hath  an  eye,  methinks,  exactly  fkill'd 
In  bows,  and  Heals  them  ;  or  perhaps,  at  home. 
Hath  fuch  himfelf,  or  feels  a  ftrong  defire 
To  make  them  ;  mark,  with  what  addrefs  the  rogue 
Adept  in  mifchief,  fhifts  it  to  and  fro  ! 

To  whom  another,  infolent,  replied. 
Such  fortune  crown  his  efforts,  whatfoe'er 
He  purpofe,  as  attends  his  effort  made 
On  this  fame  bow,  which  he  fhall  never  bend. 

So  they  ;  but  when  the  wary  Hero  wife 
Had  made  his  hand  familiar  with  the  bow 
Poifing  it  and  examining — at  once — 
As  when  in  harp  and  fong  adept,  a  bard 
Strings  a  new  lyre,  extending,  firft,  the  chords, 
He  knits  them  to  the  frame,  at  either  end, 
With  prompteft  eafc  ;  with  fuch  Ulyffes  ilrung 
His  own  huge  bow,  and  with  his  right  hand  trill'd 
The  nerve,  which  in  its  quick  vibration  fang 
As  with  a  fwallow's  voice.     Then,  anguifti  turnM 

92  Tbfc 
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The  fuitors  pale,  and,  In  that  moment,  Jove 

Gave  him  his  rolling  thunder  for  a  f^gi'i. 

Such  moft  propitiou5  notice  from  the  fon 

Of  wily  Saturn,  hearing  with  delight, 

He  feizM  a  fhaft  which  at  the  table  fide 

Lay  ready  drawn  ;  but  in  his  quiver's  womb 

The  reft  yet  ilcpt,  though  detlined  foon  to  fteep 

Their  points  in  Greecian  blood.     He  lodg'd  the  reed 

Full  on  the  bow-ftring,  drew  the  parted  head 

Home  to  his  breaft,  and,  aiming,  as  he  fat. 

At  once  difmifs'd  it.     Through  the  numVous  rings 

Swift  flew  the  gliding  ftecl,  and,  ifTuIng,  fped 

Beyond  them  ;  when  his  fon  he  thus  befpake. 

Thou  need'ft  not  blufh,  young  Prince,  to  have  received 
A  gueft  like  me  j  for  neither  fwerved  my  (haft. 
Nor  labour'd  I  long  time  to  draw  the  bow  ; 
My  ftrength  is  unimpair'd,  not  fuch  as  thefe 
In  fcorn  affirm  it.     But  the  waning  day 
Calls  us  to  fupper,  after  which  fuccceds 
Jocund  variety,  the  fong,  the  lyre, 
With  all  that  heightens  and  adorns  the  feafl  *. 


*  This  is  an  inflance  of  the  SapJ«uo»  ftaX*  roToi  mentioned  id 
Book  XX. ;  fuch  us,  perhaps,  could  not  be  eafily  paralleled.  I 
queftion  if  there  be  a  paflage,  either  in  antient  or  modern  tragedy, 
fo  troly  terrible  as  this  feeming  levity  of  Ulyffes,  in  the  moment 
"ft'hen  he  was  going  to  begin  the  flaughter. 

He 
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He  faid,  and  gave  him,  with  his  brows,  the  fign, 
At  once  the  fon  of  the  illuflrious  Chief 
Slung  his  keen  faulchion,  grafp'd  his  fpear,  and  Hood 
Arm'd  bright  for  battle  at  his  father's  fide. 


^$  A^GiJ* 
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ARGUMENT 


OF  THE 


TWENTY-SECOND     BOOK. 


Ulyffes,  with  foire  litile  afTiftance  from  Telemachus,  Eumaeus  and 
PhilcEtius,  flays  all  the  fuitors,  and  twelve  of  the  female  fcrvants 
who  had  allowed  themfelves  in  illicit  intercourfe  with  them,  are 
hanged.     Melanthius  alfo  is  puniihed  with  niiferable  mutilation. 


BOOK     XXII. 

Then,  girding  up  his  rags,  Ulyfles  fprang 
With  bow  and  full-charged  quiver  to  the  door ; 
Loofe  on  the  broad  llonc  at  his  feet  he  pour'd 
His  arrows,  and  the  fuitors,  thus,  befpake  *. 

*  When  you  rehearfe  Homer's  defcription  of  Ulyfles  fpringing 
to  the  threOiold  with  a  leap,  difcovering  himfclf  to  the  fuitors  and 
pouring  out  Jiis  arrows  at  his  feet,  have  you  then  poffeflion  of  your- 
felf,  or  are  you  rapt  into  an  ecftacy  ?  And  is  your  fpirit  enthu- 
fiaflicaily  iiu,  ,ied  to  the  fpot  where  the  fcene  is  laid,  whether  in 
Ithaca  or  in  Troy,  or  wherefoever  the  poet  pleafes  ? 

Plato  in  lone, — C. 

This 
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This  prize,  though  difficult,  hath  been  achieved. 
Now  for  another  nnark  which  never  man 
Struck  yet,  but  I  will  ftrike  it  if  I  may, 
And  if  Apollo  make  that  glory  mine. 

The  Hero  fpake,  and  at  Antinous  aim'd 
A  bitter  {haft ;  he,  purpofing  to  drink, 
J^oth  hands  advanced  toward  a  golden  cup 
Twin-ear'd,  nor  aught  fufpedted  death  fo  nigh  *. 
For  who  could,  at  a  public  feait,  fufpe6l. 
That  one  alone  would  dare,  however  bold, 
Delign  his  death,  and  execute  the  deed  ? 
Yet  him  Ulyfles  with  an  arrow  pierced 
Full  in  the  throat,  and  through  his  neck  behind 
Sprang  forth  his  arrow's  point.     Aflant  he  droop'd ; 
Down  fell  the  goblet,  through  his  noftrils  flew 
The  fpouted  blood,  and  fpurning  with  his  foot 

•  The  proverb  which  fays — 

"  Many  things  happen  bet-iveen  the  cup  and  the  lipy" 
is  faid  to  hate  been  fuggefted  by  this  paflage.     It  is  certain   that  it 
was  Greek  before  it  was  Englilh,  and  ran  thus 

^c^Xfl^   /XETa^t;  'rti\i\  kvMxci;  x«»  ;^aX6o?  axpa.— -B.  &  C. 

Ancxus  the  Samian  ordered  his  fervant  to  bring  him  wine.  His 
fervant  replied  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  drink  it.  He  reproved 
his  fervant,  and  feizing  the  cup  applied  it  to  his  lips.  The  fervant 
anfwered  by  quoting  the  proverb ;  when  in  that  moment  news  ar- 
rived that  a  wild  boar  was  laying  wafte  his  vineyard,  Inftantly 
fetiing  down  the  cup  he  ran  to  feek  the  boar,  which  he  foon  found 
and  was  flain  by  it. The  llory  is  told  by  Ariilotle,— B. 

tt  4  The 
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The  board,  he  fpread  his  viands  in  the  duft. 

At  once,  that  fight  with  wild  diforder  fiU'd 

The  whole  aflembly  ;  from  the  thrones  they  fprang, 

TumultiioLis,  and  from  fide  to  fide  explored 

The  palace-walls,  but  neither  llurdy  lance 

Nor  fhield,  nor  buckler,  now,  might  there  be  feen  *. 

Then,  menacing  Ulyfles,  thus  they  faid. 

Stranger  !  that  arrow's  flight  was  falfe ;  a  man 
Is  no  jiift  mark.     'Ihou  never  Ihalt  contend 
For  pri^e  herdaftcr;  but  fhalt  furcly  die, 
For  thou  hail  flain  an  Ithacan,  the  prime 
Of  all  this  ifle,  and  {halt  be  vultures'  food  ^. 

Various  their  judgments  were,  but  none  believed 
That  he  ha,d  flain  him  wittingly,  nor  faw 
Th'  infatuate  men  fate  hov'ring  o'er  them  all. 
Then  thus  Ulyfles,  louring  dark,  replied, 

O  dogs  !  not  fearing  aught  my  fafe  return 
From  Ilium,  ye  have  fliom  my  fubftance  clofe, 
Have  forced  my  women,  and  have  woo'd  my  wife 
Myfelf  fiill  living,  hecdlefs  of  the  Gods 
Alike,  and  of  the  juft  revenge  of  mant 

*  For  UlyfTes  and  Telemachus  had  removed  them  all,  as  the 
reader  has  already  ieen  in  the  nineteenth  book,  ut  the  beginning. 

j-  The  original  fpeech  gonfillintr  chiefly  of  Ihort  feniences,  is 
©n  that  account  noticed  by  Eultathius,  as  peculiarly  proper  to  a 
perfon  fpeaking  in  great  anger. — C, 

3  Now, 
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Now,  therefore  die,  now  perlfh  all  as  He. 

He  faid  ;  their  cheeks  all  faded  at  the  found. 
And  each  with  fharpen'd  eyes  fearch'd  evVy  nook 
For  an  efcapc  from  his  impending  doom. 
Till  thus,  alone,  Eurymachus  replied. 

If  thou  indeed  art  he,  the  mighty  Chief 
Of  Ithaca  rcturn'd,  thou  haft  rehears'd 
With  truth  the  crimes  committed  by  the  Greeks 
Full  oft,  both  in  thy  houfc  and  in  thy  field. 
But  he,  the  caufe  of  all,  already  llain 
Lies  here,  Autinoijs  ;  he  thy  palace  fill'd 
With  outrage  ;  not  that  he  delired  to  we4 
Penelope,  but  rather  much  t'  cffe6l 
Far  other  projects,  which  Saturnian  Jove 
Approved  not ;  to  poflefs,  himfelf,  the  throne 
In  Ithaca,  thy  fon  by  treach'ry  flain. 
But  death  from  thy  vindi6live  hand  hath  well 
Requited  Him  ;  now,  therefore,  ceafe  ^nd  fparc 
Thy  people  ;  public  reparation  du6 
Thou  (halt  receive  ;  we  will  appcafe  thy  wratU 
For  all  the  wafle  that,  eating,  drinking  here 
Wo  have  committed,  rend'ring  each  a  fine. 
Full  twenty  beeves,  with  gold  and  brafs  befidcs, 
^uch  ftore,  that  joy  fhall  fill  thee  at  the  fight, 
Jlowever  juft  thine  anger  was  before. 

To  whom  Ulyfles^  frowning  ftcrn,  replied. 

Eurymachus, 
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Eurymachus,  would  ye  contribute  each 

His  prefent  treafiires^  and,  in  time  to  come. 

His  whole  inheritance,  noty  even  fo, 

Should  ye  redeem  the  forfeit  of  your  lives. 

Till  ev'ry  fuitor  fufFcr  for  his  wrong. 

Choofe  therefore.     Fight ;  or  your  impending  doom 

Elude  in  fome  dark  refuge,  if  ye  may. 

But  all  Ihall  perifh,  if  my  thought  be  true. 

He  ended ;  they  with  trembling  knees  and  hearts 
All  heard,  whom  thus  Eurymachus  addrefs'd. 

To  your  defence,  my  friends  !  for  refpite  none 
Will  he  to  his  vi6torious  hands  afford. 
But,  arm'd  with  bow  and  quiver,  will  difpatch 
Shafts  from  the  door  till  he  have  flain  us  all. 
Arm,  therefore ;  draw  the  faulchion  ;  from  behind 
The  lifted  tables  with  united  force 
AiTail  him  ;  drag  him  from  his  covert  hold 
The  porch  ;  and  traverfing  from  fide  to  fide 
The  city,  roufe  the  people  with  your  cries 
In  ev'ry  ilreet ;  that  he  may  point  the  fhaft 
And  firetch  the  twilled  bow-ftring  never  more. 

Thus  faying,  he  drew  his  brazen  faulchion  keen 
Of  double  edge,  and  with  a  dreadful  (hout 
Affail'd  him.     But  Ulyffes  with  a  (haft   " 
In  that  fame  moment  through  his  bofom  driv*n 
Transfixed  his  liver,  and  down  dropp'd  bis  fvvord. 

Sprinkling 
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Sprinkling  the  table  from  his  wound,  he  fell 

Convolv'd  in  agonies,  and  overturn'd 

Both  food  and  wine  ;  his  forehead  fmote  the  floor ; 

Woe  fill'd  his  heart,  and  fpurning  with  his  heels 

His  vacant  feat,  he  fhook  it  till  he  died. 

Amphinomus,  with  his  drawn  faulchion,  next. 

Advanced  to  drive  Ulyfles  from  the  door. 

And  fierce  was  his  aflault;  but,  from  behind, 

Telemachus  between  his  fhoulders  fix'd 

A  brazen  lance,  and  urged  it  through  his  breaft. 

Full  on  his  front,  with  hideous  found,  he  fell. 

Back  ftarted  then  the  Prince  (the  weapon  left 

Still  planted  in  his  fpine)  left,  had  he  toil'd 

To  draw  the  long  fpear  forth,  fome  foe,  perchance, 

Should  pierce  him  with  a  fhorten'd  blade,  or  cleave 

His  temples  with  a  downright  edge,  the  while. 

Swift,  therefore,  to  his  father's  fide  he  ran, 

Whom  reaching,  in  wing'd  accents  thus  he  faid*. 

My  father  !  I  will  bring  thee  now  a  (hield, 
An  helmet,  and  two  fpears  ;  I  will  enclofe 


•  Courage  depends  much  on  the  habit  of  encountering  danger. 
This  is  the  firft  exploit  of  Telemachus.  It  is  therefore  with 
fingular  attention  to  nature  that  the  poet  reprefents  him  wounding 
his  enemy  from  behind,  and.  itaiting  back  again  to  his  father's  fide 
as  foon  as  he  has  done  it.-~C. 


Myfclf 
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Myfelf  In  armour  alfo,  and  will  give 
Both  to  Philoetius  and  Eumaeiis  arms 
Expedient  now,  and  needful  for  us  all. 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  ever  wife,  replied. 
Run  ;  fetch  them  while  I  yet  have  arrows  left, 
I^eft,  fingle,  I  be  juftled  from  the  door. 

Then  to  his  chamber,  whither  he  had  borne 
Thofe  arms,  afcending,  from  the  feciet  ftorc 
Eight  fpears,  four  fhield^,  four  crefted  helms  he  took^ 
And,  laden  as  he  was,  with  nimble  Heps 
Impatient  fought  his  father ;  at  wbofe  tide, 
Arm'd  in  bright  Heel,  and  vvith  his  herdfmeu  clad 
In  arms  not  lefs  refplendent,  foon  he  flood. 
UlyHes,  while  a  (liaft  yet  unemploy'd 
Lay  at  his  foot,  right- aiming,  ever  pierced 
Some  fuitor  through,  and  heaps  on  heaps  they  fell. 
But  when  his  arrows  fail'd  the  royal  Chief, 
His  bow  reclining  at  the  portals  lide 
Againft  the  flijning  wall,  he  flung,  himfelf^ 
A  four- fold  buckler  on  his  arm,  hefix'd 
A  cafqiie  whofe  creft  v/aved  awfid  o'er  his  brows 
On  his  illuftrious  head,  and  fill  d  his  gripe 
With  two  flout  fpearSj  well-headed,  both,  with  brafs. 

There  was  a  certain  poflern  in  the  wall 
At  the  gatc-fide,  the  cuftoraary  pafs 

Into 
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Into  a  narrow  flreet,  but  barr'dfccure** 
Ulyfles  bade  his  faithful  fwineberd  watch 
That  egrcfs,  ilation'd  near  it,  for  it  own'd 
One  folc  approach  ;  then  Agelaiis  loud 
Exhorting  all  the  fiiitors,  thus  cxclaim'd. 

Oh  friends  !    may  none,  afccnding  to  the  door 
Of  yonder  poftern,  give  a  loud  alarm. 
And  teach  the  citizens  our  fore  dilirefs  ? 
So  fhall  this  archer  foon  have  (liot  his  lad. 

To  whom  the  keeper  of  the  goats  replied 
Mclanthius.     Agelaiis  !   Prince  renown'd  ! 
That  may  not  be.     The  poftern  and  the  gate  ♦" 
Neighbour  too  near  each  other,  and  th'  attempt 
To  force  fo  ftreigbt  a  pafs  would  fcarce  [)revail. 
Since  one  brave  man  might  thence  repulfe  us  alL 
But  come — myfelf  \v\\\  furnifh  you  with  arms 
Fetch'd  from  above  ;  for  there,  as  I  fuppofe, 
(And  not  elfewhere)  Ulylfes  and  his  fon 


*  If  the  antlents  found  it  difficult  to  af:ertain  clearly  the  fitua- 
tion  of  this  opaoOwfTi,  well  may  we.  The  Tranllator  has  giv^^n  it 
the  pofition  which  to  him  appeared  moft  probable. — There  feem 
to  have  been  two  of  thefe  pofterns,  one  leading  to  a  part  from 
which  the  town  might  be  alarrued,  the  other  to  the  chamber  to 
which  Ttlemachus  went  for  armour.  There  was  one,  perhaps,  on 
each  fide  of  the  portal,  and  they  appear  to  have  been  at  fome  heigh* 
above  the  floor. 

t  At  which  Ulyfles  ftood. 

Have 
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Have  hidden  them,  and  there  they  fhall  be  found. 

So  fpake  Melanthius,  and,  afcending,  fought 
Ulyfles'  chambers  through  the  winding  Hairs 
And  gall'ries  of  his  houfe.     Twelve  fhields  he  took, 
Twelve  mafly  fpears,  twelve  crelled  helmets  bright. 
And,  fpeedily  returning,  dealt  his  charge 
Among  the  fnitors  *.     Trembled,  then,  the  heart 
Of  brave  Ulyfles,  and  his  knees,  at  fight 
Of  his  oppofers  putting  armour  on. 
And  fhaking  each  his  lance.     Severe  indeed 
Now  feem'd  his  taik,  and  in  wing'd  accents  brief 
Thus  to  his  fon  Telemachus  he  fpake. 

Either  fome  woman  of  our  train  contrives 
Hard  battle  for  us,  furni(hing  with  arms 
The  fuitors,  or  Melanthius  arms  them  all. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Telemachus  difcrete. 
Father,  this  fault  was  mine  ;  me  blame  for  this. 
And  none  befides  ;  I  left  the  chamber-door 

*  Hence  it  was  that  the  Antlents  fuppofed  there  was  another 
poftern  befide  that  which  was  guarded  by  Euma:us ;  a  poftern  lead- 
ing to  the  chamber  in  which  the  arms  and  armour  were  depofited, — 
Euftath.— C. 

Ariftarchus  profcribed  this  pafTage  as  fpurious,  deeming  it  im- 
poflible  that  one  man  could  bring  (o  many ;  but  M.  Dacier  and 
Barnes  both  juflify  it,  alledging  that  it  is  not  neceflary  to  fuppofe  he 
brought  them  all  at  once  ;  accordingly  we  find  him  in  the  fequel 
coming  forth  from  the  chamber  with  only  one  fhield  and  one  hel- 
met.—B.  St  C. 

Half- 
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Half-clofed,  which,  more  attentive  than  mylclf. 
Their  fpy  perceived.     But  hafte,  Eumaeus,  (hut 
The  chamber-door,  obferving  well,  the  while, 
If  any  women  of  our  train  have  done 
This  deed,  or  whether,  as  I  more  fufpedl, 
Melanthius,  Dolius'  fon,  hath  giv'n  them  arms. 

Thus  mutual  they  conferred  ;  mean-time  again 
Melanthius  to  the  chamber  flew  in  quell 
Of  other  arms.     Eumaeus,  as  he  went 
Obferveil  him,  and  Ulyfles  thus  addrefs'd. 

Laertes'  noble  fon,  for  wiles  rcnown'd  ! 
The  traytor  whom  ourfelves  fufpc6l  is  He, 
And  feeks  again  the  chamber  !  Tell  me  plain, 
Shall  T,  fhould  I  fuperior  -prove  in  force. 
Slay  him,  or  (hall  I  drag  him  thence  to  thee. 
That,   dying  by  thy  fvvord,  he  may  atone 
His  num'rous  treafons  perpetrated  here  i 

Then  anfwer  thus- Ulyfles  flirevvd  return 'd. 
"Myfelf  will,  with  Telemachus,  detain  ... 

The  fuitors  here,  how  fierce  foe'er  they  prove. 
Ye  two,  the  while,  bind  faft  Melanthius'  hands 
And  {cet  behind  his  back,  then  caft  him  bound 
Into  the  chamber,  and  (the  door  fecured) 
Pafs  underneath  his  arms  a  twifted  cord ; 
Then  weighing  him,  a  pillar's  height,  aloft 
And  till  he  reach  the  beams,  fufpended  leave 

4  The 
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The  wretch  to  fufFer  much,  and  ftill  to  live*. 

He  fpake  ;  they  prompt  obey'd  ;  together  both 
They  fought  the  chamber ;  he  within,  the  while, 
Their  coming  heard  not,  bufied  in  the  feafch 
Of  cv'ry  nook  for  armour  and  for  arms. 
They,  (landing,  watchM  the  door,  from  which,  at  lengthy 
Forth  came  Me]anthius=i,  bearing  in  one  hand 
A  cafque,  and  hi  the  other  a  broad  fbicld 
Time-worn  and  chapp'd  with  drought,  which  in  hisyouth 
Warlike  Laertes  had  been  wont  to  bear. 
Neglected  it  had  lain  'till  wafting  years 
Had  loos'd  the  future  of  the  loops.     At  onee 
Both,  fpringing  on  him,  feized  and  drew  him  in 
Forcibly  by  bis  locks,  then  caft  him  down 
Prone  on  the  pavement,  trembling  at  his  fate. 
With  painful  ftridlure  of  the  cord  his  hands 
They  bound  and  feet  together  at  his  back. 
As  their  illuflrious  mafter  had  enjoined, 
'J  hen  weigh'd  him  with  a  flronger  cord  aloft 
^y  a  tall  pillar  to  the  palace-roof, 

♦  Barnes  here  cites  a  paffage  from  the  life  of  Tiberius  by  Sueto* 
jiius — "  Thofe  who  were  willing  to  die,  he  yet  conftrained  to  live; 
for  he  thought  death  fo  flight  apunlfliment  that  being  informed  that 
a  certnin  criminal  named  Carnulius  had  anticipated  his  execution, 
putting  hinifelf  to  death,  he  faid — Carnuhus  has  gimen  me  the  Jlip* 
And  on  another  occafion,  when  a  condemned  perfon  implored  a 
fpeedy  death,  he  replied. — "  We  are  not  yet  fvitndi  again.** 

And 
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And  thus,  deriding  him,  Eumscus  fpakc. 

Now,  good  Melanthius,  on  that  fleecy  bed 
Reclined,  as  well  befits  thee,  thou  wilt  watch 
All  night,  nor  when  the  golden  dawn  forfakes 
The  ftreams  of  ocean  will  the  Ycape  thine  eye. 
But  thou  wilt  duly  to  the  palace  drive 
The  fattefl  goats,  a  banquet  for  thy  friends. 

So  faying,  he  left  him  in  his  dreadful  fling. 
Then,  arming  both,  and  barring  fad  the  door, 
They  fought  brave  Laertiades  again. 
Undaunted  there  they  flood ;  four,  at  the  gate, 
Oppofed  to  many  valiant  youths  within  ; 
When  Pallas,  in  the  form  and  with  the  voice 
Of  Mentor,  to  Laertes'  fon  approach 'd. 
Who  faw,  and,  feeing  her,  with  joy  exclaim'd. 

Oh  Mentor  1  fave  me.     Now,  befriend  thy  friend— 
(Such,  many  a  year)  and  playmate,  when  a  child. 

So  he,  not  linfufpicious  that  he  faw 
Pallas,  the  heroine  of  heav'n.     Mean-time 
The  fuitors  fill'd  with  menaces  the  dome. 
And  Agelaiis,  firit,  Damaflor's  fon. 
In  accents  harfh  the  Goddefs  thus  rebuked. 

Beware,  oh  Mentor  !  that  he  lure  thee  not 
To  oppofe  the  fuitors  in  his  defpVate  caufe. 
For  thus  will  we.     The  father  and  his  fon 
Both  flain,  in  vengeance  of  thy  purpos'd  deed| 

VOL.  IV.  K  Againft 
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Againft  us,  we  will  flay  thee  next,  and  thou 
With  thy  own  head  fhalt  fatisfy  the  wrong. 
Your  force  thus  quell'd  in  battle^,  all  tliy  wealth 
In  houfe  and  field,  confounding  it  with  his, 
We  will  confifcate ;  we  will  banilh  hence 
Thy  fons  and  daughters,  and  thy  virtuous  fpoufe 
Shall  leave  this  city,  never  to  return. 

He  ended,  and  his  words  with  wrath  inflamed 
Minerva's  heart  the  more ;  incenfed,  fhe  turn'd 
Toward  Ulyfies,  whom  (he  thus  reproved. 

Thou  neither  own 'ft  the  courage  nor  the  force, 
Ulyfles,  now,  which,  in  the  field  of  Troy, 
For  high-born  Helen's  fake,  thou  didft  exert 
Through  nine  whole  years  ;  there,  multitudes  by  the© 
Fell  flain  in  furious  battle,  and,  at  length. 
Thy  counfels  lay'd  the  tow'rs  of  Priam  low. 
Why,  in  pofleffion  of  thy  proper  home 
And  fubftance,  mourn'ft  thou  want  of  powV  t'  oppofe 
1  he  fuitors  ?  Stand  befide  me,    mark  my  deeds. 
And  Mentor  fon  of  Alcimus  confefs 
Thy  valiant  friend,  and  mindful  of  thy  love. 

She  fpake;  but  ftill  defigning  proof  feverc 
Of  each,  the  father  and  his  glorious  fon. 
Not  yet  made  vi^'ry  theirs.     A  fwallow's  form 
Affuming,  on  a  golden  beam  aloft 
She  perch'd,  and  fat  fpetlatrcfs  of  the  fight. 

Th^n, 

1 
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Then,  Demoptolemus  ;  Polydlor's  Ton 
Pifander ;  Polybus ;  the  haughty  Prince 
Eurynomus  ;  AmphitKOfSi^y  and  old 
Damaftor's  offspring  Agelaiis,  roiifed 
The  reil  to  battle,  for  iUuftrious  mod 
Of  all  the  fuitor  train  who  now  furvived 
And  fought  for  life  were  thefe.    The  bow,  with  Hiafls 
In  quick  fucceflion  Tent,  had  quell'd  the  reft, 
And  Agelaiis,  thus,  exhorted  all. 

We  foon  fhall  tame,  O  friends,  this  warrior's  might. 
Whom  Mentor,  after  all  his  airy  vaunts 
Hath  left,  and  at  the  portal  now  remain 
Themfelves  alone.     Difmifs  not  therefore,   all. 
Your  fpears  together,  but  with  fix  alone 
Aflail  them  firft  ;  Jove  willing,  we  fhall  pierce 
UlyfTes,  and  fubduing  him,  fhall  flay 
With  eafe  the  refl ;  their  force  is  fafely  fcorn'd. 

He  ceas'd  ;  and,  as  he  bade,  fix  hurlM  the  fpear 
Together ;  but  Minerva  gave  them  all 
A  devious  flight ;  one  flruck  a  column,  one 
The  planks  of  the  broad  portal,  and  a  third 
Flung  right  his  afhen  beam  againfl  the  wall  *. 
Their  weapons  thus  all  hurl'd  in  vain,  the  brave 
Ulyfles  his  companions  thus  advifed, 

•  The  deviation  of  three  only  is  defcribed,  which  muil  be  under* 
ftood,  therefore,  as  inilitnces  of  the  ill  fuccef:>  of  all. 

R  2  Hear 
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Hear  now,  my  friends  !  my  counfel.    Hurl  the  fpear 
At  once  with  unclifcriminating  aim 
Againft  them  all ;  lince,  now,  they  feek  to  crown 
Their  other  crimes  with  flaughter  of  ourfelves. 

He  fpake,  nor  they  delay'd,  but  inftant  hurl'd 
Their  glitt'ring  fpears.     Ulyfles  on  the  ground 
Stretch'd  Demoptolemus ;  Ulylles'  Ton, 
Euryades  ;  Eumceus,  at  his  fide 
Elatus,  and  the  keeper  of  the  beeves 
Pifander  ;  in  one  moment  all  alike 
Lay  grinding  with  their  teeth  the  dufty  floor. 
Back  flew  the  fuitors  to  the  farthcft  wall. 
On  whom  thofe  valiant  four  advancing,  each 
Recover'd,  quick,  his  weapon  from  the  dead. 
Then  hurlVl  the  defpVate  fuitors  yet  again 
Their  glitt'ring  fpears,  but  Pallas  gave  to  each 
A  fruflrate  courfe  ;  one  ftruck  a  column,  one 
The  planks  of  the  broad  portal,  and  a  third 
Flung  full  his  alhcn  beam  againft  the  wall. 
Yet  pierced  Amphimedon  the  Prince's  wrifl, 
But  with  a  furfacc-wound,  and  o'er  his  fliidd 
Ctefippus  with  his  fpear  the  flioulder  reach'd 
Of  good  Eumacus  ;  but  the  weapon  glanced, 
O'erilew  the  mark,  and  fell.     And  now  the  four, 
IIlyfTes,  dauntlefs  Hero,  and  his  friends 
All  hurl'd  their  fpears  together  in  return. 

Ulyfles 
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Ulyfles,  leveller  of  lofty  towVs, 
Tranfpierced  Eurydamas  ;  Ulyflcs'  Ton, 
Ainphimedon  ;  the  fwine-herd,  Polybiis  ; 
And  through  his  bread  the  keeper  of  the  beeves 
Ctcfippiis,  glorying  over  whom,  he  cried. 

Oh  fon  of  Polytherfes  !   flvill'd  in  arts 
Of  mock'ry  and  derifion,  never  more 
Boaft  foolifhly,  but  to  the  Gods  commit 
Thy  tongue,  fince  they  are  mightier  far  than  thou. 
Take  this — a  gift  to  recompenfc  thy  gift 
And  pledge  of  future  amity,  the  hoof, 
Which  while  he  roam'd  the  palace,  begging  alms, 
Ulyfles  at  thy  bounteous  hand  received  *. 

So  fpake  Philoetius.     Then,  fpear  in  hand, 
UlyfTes  pierced  Damaftor's  fon,  and,  next, 
Telemachus,  his  lance's  glitt'ring  head 
Drove  through  the  bowels  of  Evenor's  fon 
Leiocritus  ;  he  prodrate  fmote  the  floor. 
Then,  Pallas  from  the  lofty  roof  held  forth 
Her  hoft-confounding  ^gis  o'er  their  heads, 
With'ring  their  fouls  with  fear.     They  fcatter'd  fied 
As  heifers  flee,  which,  borne  on  nimble  wing 
The  gad-fly  difllpates,  infefler  fell 


•  Tkto  trot  dnl  tn^oc  ^nvriUv — in  procefs  of  time  became  proverbial, 
and  was  applied  to  the  cafe  of  thofe  who  fuffered  retaliaticu. — C. 


^3  Of 
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Of  grazing  herds,  when  vernal  heats  prevail  T. 
But  thefe,  as  falcons  from  the  mountains  ftoop, 
Arm'd  with  iirong  talons  and  with  crooked  boaks. 
On  fmaller  fowls  affrighted  by  the  toils  ; 
At  once  they  ftrike  the  quarry ;  force  alike 
And  refuge  fail  them  ;  fmitten  to  the  ground 
In  heaps  they  fall,  the  fowlers  feize  the  prey— 
So  thefe,  purfuing  through  the  fpacious  hall 
The  fuitors,  fmote  them  on  all  fides  ;  their  heads 
Sounded  beneath  the  fword  ;  with  hideous  groans 
The  palace  rang  ;  the  pavement  foam'd  with  blood. 
Then  flew  Leiodes  to  Ulyfles'  knees. 
Which  clafping,  in  wing'd  accents  thus  he  cried. 
I  clafp  thy  knees,  Ulyfles  !  oh  refpc(5l 


*  The  ceftrum  or  gad-fly,  according  to  the  Scholiaft,  is  bred  from 
an  animalcule  with  which  water  abounds,  for  which  rcafon  it  ie 
chiefly  found  in  marfhy  places. — C.  It  has  the  hue  of  brafs,  and, 
when  it  enters  the  ears  of  cattle,  makes  them  furious. — B.  &  C. 

It  is  thus  mentioned  by  Virgil,  Geo.  III.   146. 

Eft  lucos  Silari  circa,  ilicibufque  virentem 
Plurlmu*  Alburnum  volitans,  cui  nomen  afilo 
Romanum  eft,  oeftron  Graii  vertere  vocantes, ' 
Afper,  acerba  fonans  ;  quo  tota  exterrita  iylvi* 
DifFugiunt  armenta C. 

Around  the  groves  of  Silarus,  and  where 
Alburnus  rears  his  oaks,  a  winged  peft 
By  us  Afilus  named,  but  by  the  Greeks 
Oehros,  abounds  ;  mr.lignant  and  that  hums 
A  hateful  note,  which  hearing,  on  all  fides 
The  cattle  fly,  and  frighted  roam  the  wood». 

My 
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My  fuit,  and  fpare  nie !  Never  have  I  finnM 
Againft  thy  women  or  in  word  or  deed, 
But  others  finning  in  that  fort  have  oft 
Forbidden,  who  perdlling  in  defpight 
Of  my  reproof,  have  reach'd  a  (hameful  end. 
But  my  fole  crime  hath  been,  that  as  a  feer 
I  ferved  the  fuitors  ;  an  offence,  for  which 
Ordaining  me  to  die,  thou  (halt  but  prove 
That  pious  men  and  juft  are  fuch  in  vain. 

To  whom  UlyfTcs  with  a  frown  replied. 
Is  that  thy  fole  offence,  that  thou  haft  ferved 
The  fuitors  as  a  feer  ?  Their  feer,  methinks, 
Muft  oft  have  pray'd  that  I  might  never  tafte 
Domeftic  fweets  again,  and  with  a  zeal 
Peculiar  that  my  confort  made  his  own 
Might  bear  him  children.     Refuge,  therefore,  none 
For  thee  remains,  but  thou  fhalt  alfo  die. 

So  faying,  he  caught  the  faulchion  from  the  floor 
Which  Agelaus  had  let  fall,  and  fmote 
Leiodes,  while  he  kneel'd,  athwart  his  neck 
So  fuddenly,  that  ere  his  tongue  had  ceafed 
To  plead  for  life,  his  head  was  in  the  duft. 
But  Phemius,  fon  of  Terpius,  bard  divine. 
Who,  through  compulfion,  with  his  fong  regaled 
The  fuitors,  a  like  dreadful  death  efcaped. 
Faft  by  the  poftern,  harp  in  hand,  he  ftood, 

R  4  Doubtful 
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Doubtful  If,  ifTuing,  he  fhould  take  his  feat 

Befi.de  the  altar  of  Hercaean  Jove*, 

Where  oft  UlyfTes  ofFer'd,  and  his  fire, 

Fat  thighs  of  beeves,  or  vi^hether  he  fhould  hafte, 

T'embrac6  his  knees,  a  fuppliant  for  his  life. 

That  courfe,  at  length, moft  pleafed  him ;  then,  between 

1  he  beaker  and  an  argent-ftudded  throne 

He  grounded  his  fwcet  lyre,  and  feizing  fail 

The  Hero's  knees,  him,  fuppliant,  thus  addrefs'd* 

I  clafp  thy  knees,  Ulyfi^es  !  oh  refpe6l 
My  fuit,  and  fpare  me.     Thou  fhalt  not  efcape 
Regret  thylelf  hereafter,  if  thou  flay 
Me,  charmer  of  the  woes  of  Gods  and  men. 
Self-taught  am  I,  and  treafure  in  my  mind 
Songs  of  all  argument  from  heav'n  infpired. 
And  thou  haft  heard  me  chaunting  to  the  lyre 
Thy  glorious  deeds,  as  I  had  praifed  a  God. 
Spare,  then,  this  antient  head  ;  fmce  not  by  choice 
(As  thy  dear  fon  will  tell  thee),  nor  to  fhare 
The  banquet,  have  I  ferved  as  minfl:rel  here. 
But  awed  by  numbers,  and  by  force  conftfain'd. 

So  he  ;  whom  hearing  as  he  fi^ood  befide 
His  fire,  Tclemachus  thus  interpofed. 

Hold — Harm  not  with  the  vengeful  faulchion's  cdgQ 

*  So  called  becaufe  he  was  woriliipped  \vii))m  the  'E/koc  or  wall 
th^at  rurroup.ded  the  ccu.t, — C- 

This 
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This  blamelefs  man  ;  and  we  will  alfo  fpare 

Medon  the  herald,  who  hath  ever  been 

A  watchful  guardian  of  my  boyifh  years, 

Unlefs  Philoetius  or  Eumaeus  him 

Have  mingled  U'ith  the  reft,  or  thou,  perchance, 

Uneonfcious,  in  the  tumult  of  the  fight. 

He  fpake,  whom  Medon  hearing  (for  he  lay 
Beneath  a  throne,  and  in  a  new-ftript  hide 
Enfolded,  trembling  with  the  dread  of  death) 
Sprang  from  his  covert,  caft  away  the  Ikin, 
And,  flying  to  Telemachus,  whofe  knees 
He  clofe  embraced,  thus,  eager,  fued  to  live- 
Prince  !  I  am  here— oh,  pity  me  !  reprefs 
Thine  own,  and  pacify  thy  father's  wrath. 
That  he  deftroy  not  me,  through  fierce  revenge 
Of  their  iniquities  who  have  confumed 
His  wealth,  and,  in  their  folly,  fcorn'd  his  Ton. 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  evcr-wife,  replied. 
Smiling  complacent.     Fear  thou  not ;   my  fon 
Hath  pleaded  for  thee.     Therefore  (taught  thyfelf 
That  truth)  teach  others  the  fuperior  worth 
Of  honeft  with  difhoncft  deeds  compared. 
But  go  ye  forth,  thou  and  the  facred  bard. 
That  ye  may  fit  withdrawn  in  yonder  court 
From  all  this  carnage,  while  I  give  command, 
Myfelf,  concerning  it,  to  thofc  within. 

He 
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He  ceas'd  ;  they  going  forth,  took  each  his  leat 
Befide  Jove's  altar,  but  with  heedful  looks 
Sufpicious,  dreading  without  ceafe  the  fword. 
Mean-time  Ulyfles  fearch'd  his  hall,  in  queft 
Of  living  foes,  if  any  fiill  furvived 
tJnpunifhd;  but  he  found  them  all  alike 
Welt'ring  in  duft  and  blood  ;  num'rous  they  lay 
Like  fiChes  when  they  ftrew  the  finuous  fliore 
Of  Ocean,  from  the  grey  gulph  drawn  aground 
In  nets  of  many  a  melh  ;  athirfl  to  fuck 
The  briny  wave  they  ftrew  the  fands,  till  hot 
The  gazing  fun  dries  all  their  life  away  ; 
So  lay  the  fuitors  heap'd,  and  thus  at  length 
The  prudent  Chief  gave  order  to  his  fon  *. 

Teleniachus  ! 


*  Obferve,  fays  Euftathius,  how  the  Poet,  as  If  the  achievement 
were  not  of  itfelf  fufficiently  magnificent,  magnifies  it  ftill  more  with 
fimiles.  Having  lately  employed  the  comparifon  of  cattle  difperfed 
by  the  gad- fly,  and  again,  the  other  of  the  vultures  feiaing  fmall 
birds,  here  he  introduces  a  third  of  fiflies  flrewed  on  the  fea-beach. 
In  the  fequel  he  will  compare  UlyfTes  to  a  lion,  and  the  women  ex- 
ecuted to  a  flock  of  doves  or  thrufhes  enfnared  in  a  fowling-net. 
And  thus  it  is — Similes,  in  general,  are  thinly  fown  in  the  Odyfl"ey, 
though  in  the  Iliad  they  abound ;  becaufe,  there,  the  grandeur  of 
the  incidents  made  illuftration  neceflary.— C. 

A  fair  inference  lies  from  this  remark,  that  if  embclliflimcnts 
abound  not  in  this  poem  to  the  fame  degree  as  in  the  Iliad,  it  is  not 
becaufe  the  poet's  fancy  failed  him  through  age,  as  Longinus  un- 
candidly  fuppofcs,  but  bccaulc  his  judgment  diredled  him  to  make 

the 
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Telemachus  !  bid  Euryclea  come 
Quickly,  the  nurfe,  to  whom  I  would  impart 
Such  order  as  now  feems  expedient  molt. 

He  faid  ;  obedient  to  his  fire,  the  Prince 
Smote  on  the  door,  and  fummon'd  loud  the  nurfe. 

Guardian  of  all  our  women,  antient  dame  ! 
Come  forth— my  father  calls  thee ;  learn  his  will. 

So  he  ;  nor  ufelefs  flew  his  words  away  ; 
For,  throwing  wide  the  portal,  forth  fbe  came. 
And,  by  Telemachus  conducled,  found 
Erelong  Ulyfles  amid  all  the  flain, 
With  blood  defiled  and  duft,  nor  dreadful  lefs 
In  afpe(5l  than  the  lion  when  he  leaves 
An  ox  well-nigh  devour'd  ;  his  cheeks  diftainM 
And  all  his.  ample  cheft,  from  fide  to  fide, 
With  gore,  befpeak  him  newly  from  the  {)rey. 
Tremendous  fpe6i:acle  !  fuch  feem'd  the  Chief, 
Blood-flain'd  all  over.     She,  the  carnage  fpread 
On  all  fides  feeing,  and  the  pools  of  blood, 
Scarce  lefs  than  fhouted,  fuch  a  work  fhe  faw 
Pafl  all  her  hopes  achieved,  but  he  reprefs'd 
The  flruggling  rapture  ere  it  burlt  abroad, 
i\.nd  in  wing'd  accents  thus  his  will  enforced. 

the  difference.  Dacier  accordingly  afErms,  that  had  he  compofed 
the  Odyfley  firft  and  the  Iliad  laft,  we  (hould  have  found  them  fuch 
as  they  are,  the  former  ftmple  as  it  is,  and  the  latter  equally  rich  in 
ornaiQem. 

Silent 
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Silent  exult,  O  antient  matron  dear  ! 
Shout  not,  be  ftill.     Unholy  is  the  voice 
Of  loud  thankfgiving  over  flaughter'd  men. 
Thefe,  felf-fubdued  by  guilt  and  by  the  Gods, 
Have  perifh'd  thus  ;  for  whether  noble  guefl 
Arrived  or  bafe,  they  fcoff'd  at  all  alike. 
And  for  their  wickednefs  have,  therefore,  died. 
But  thefe  my  women — teach  me  to  difcern 
And  judge  between  the  guiltlefs  and  the  reft  *. 

To  whom  good  Euryclea  thus  replied. 
My  fon  !  I  will  declare  the  truth  ;  thou  keep*ft 
Female  domellics  fifty  in  thy  houfe, 
Whom  we  have  made  intelligent  to  comb 
The  fleece,  and  to  perform  whatever  tafk. 
Of  thefe,  twice  fix  have  overpafs'd  the  bounds 
Of  modefly,  refpe(5ling  neither  me. 
Nor  yet  the  Queen,  who  would  not  that  thy  fon. 
Adult  io  lately,  fhould  aflume  the  charge 
To  regulate  the  women  of  her  train  ^. 

*  In  the  nineteenth  book,  fee  I.  607.  When  Euryclea  made  a 
voluntary  offer  of  fuch  inforrnation,  Ulyfles  refufed  to  hear  it,  be- 
caufe  at  that  time  it  was  not  wanted  ;  but  now  it  is  become  necefiary  ; 
for  which  reafon  he  now  demands  what  he  declined  before. — C. 

+  Euftathius  underftands  this  as  an  apology  made  for  Telemachus, 
left  his  father  Hiould  blame  him  for  having  negledled  to  keep  his 
domeftic  womcii  within  the  bounds  of  duty  ;  but  Clarke  more  juftly 
interprets  the  paflage,  fuppofmg  Euryclea  to  mean  nothing  more 
than  merely  to  alcribe  the  lewdnefs  of  ihcfe  '.vom«n  to  the  want  of 
a  mailer's  authorit)-  to  controul  them. 

But 
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But  I  am  gone,  I  fly  with  what  hath  pafs'd 

To  the  Queen's  ear,  who  nought  fufpedls,  Co  found 

She  fleeps,  by  fome  divinity  compofcd. 

Then  anfwer,  thus,  Ulyfles  wife  returned. 
Hufh,  and  dilturb  her  not.     Go.     Summon  firft 
Thofe  wantons,  who  have  long  deferved  to  die*. 

He  ceas'd  ;  forth  flew  the  matron  at  his  word 
To  call  thofe  women  thither,  and,  the  while. 
His  herdfmen  and  his  fon  he  thus  befpake. 

The  women  come ;  command  them  to  your  aid 
While  ye  remove  the  flain,  and  while  ye  clcanfe 
With  well-foak'd  fponges  the  refplendent  feats 
And  tables.     This  confufion  thus  reduced 
To  decent  order,  lead  the  women  forth 
Into  the  court,  and  in  the  narrow  pafs 
'1  vvixt  wall  and  fcuU'ry,  with  the  faulchion's  edge 
Smite  them,  till  each,  expiring,  fliall  forget 
Her  darling  fuitor,  and  his  flol'n  embrace. 

He  ended,  and  the  damfels  came  at  once 
All  forth,  lamenting,  and  with  tepid  tears 
Show'ring  the  ground  ;  with  mutual  labour,  firfl. 
Bearing  the  bodies  forth  into  the  court, 
They  lodged  them  in  the  portico  ;  mean-time 

*  He  permits  not  Penelope  to  be  fummoned  till  the  delinquenu 
are  executed,  left  iuel'hould  intercede  for  chem.— Schol. — B.  <ScC. 

UJyflcs, 
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UlyfTes,  with  a  mafter's  awful  tone 
Enjoin'd  them  haftc/  whom  they  perforce  obey'd. 
With  fpongcs  and  with  water,  next,  they  cleanfed 
The  thrones  and  tables,  while  the  bnfy  Prince, 
Euma^us,  and  Philoetius  purged  the  floor. 
And  thofe  twelve  damfels  carried  forth  the  foil. 
Thus  all,  erelong,  adjuiled,  leading  forth 
The  women,  next,  they  ihut  them  clofe  between 
The  lofty  wall  and  fcuU'ry,  narrow  flreight 
And  dreadful,  whence  no  pris'ner  might  efcape. 
'1  hen,  prudent,  thus  Telemachus  advifed. 

The  death  of  honour  would  I  never  grant 
To  criminals  like  thefe,  who  pour'd  contempt 
On  mine  and  on  my  mother's  head,  and  lay 
By  night  enfolded  in  the  fuitors*  arms. 

He  faid,  and  noofing  a  ftrong  galley-rope 
To  an  huge  column,  led  the  cord  around 
The  fpacious  dome,  fufpended  fo  aloft 
That  none  with  quiv'ring  feet  might  reach  the  floor. 
As  when  a  flight  of  doves  entering  the  copfe, 
Or  broad-wing'd  thruflics,  flrike  againfl:  the  net 
Within,  ill  reft,  entangled,  there  they  find, 
So  they,  fufpended  by  the  neck,  expired 
All  in  one  line  together.     Death  abhorr'd  ! 
W  ith  refllcfs  feet  awhile  they  beat  the  air, 
Ihcn  ceas'd.     And  now  through  vcftibule  and  hall 

I  They 
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They  led  Melanthius  forth.     With  ruthlefs  fleel 
They  pared, away  his  ears  and  nofe,  pluck'd  forth 
His  parts  of  ihame,  devoted  to  the  dogs, 
And,  ftill  indignant,  lopp'd  his  hands  and  feet. 
Thus  all  their  work  accomplilTi'd,  each  performed 
Needful  ablution,  fiyil,  then  join'd  again 
Ulyfles,  who  the  matron  thus  befpake. 

Bring  blaft-averting  fulphur,  nurfc,  bring  fire  I 
That  I  may  fumigate  my  walls  ;  then  bid 
Penelope  with  her  attendants  down, 
Nor  leave  unfummon'd  one  of  all  the  train. 

But  Euryclea,  thus,  his  nurfe  replied. 
My  fon  !  thou  haft  well  faid  ;  yet  will  I  firft 
Serve  thee  with  veft  and  mantle  ;  for  t'appear 
In  tatters  clad,  but  ill  befccms  thee  now. 

Then  anfwer  thus  Ulyflcs  wife  returned. 
Not  fo.     Bring  fire  for  fumigation  firft. 

He  faid  ;  nor  Euryclea,  twice  enjoin'd. 
Longer  delay'd,  but  fulphur  brought  and  fire; 
When  he  with  purifying  fteams,  himfelf, 
Vifited  evVy  part,  the  fpacious  hall, 
The  veftibule,  the  court.     Mean-time  the  nurfe 
From  fide  to  fide  of  all  the  pnlace  calld 
The  women  forth  t'attend  their  Lord  in  hafte, 
And  they  attended,  bearing  each  a  torch. 
AfTembling  faft  around  him,  his  return 

They 
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They  gratulated  ;  each  his  forehead  kifsM, 

And  fhoulders,  and  his  hands  lock'd  fafl  in  hers. 

He,  recognizing  all,  reliftlefs  felt 

The  gufiiing  tide  of  mingled  grief  and  joy. 


ARGU- 


ODYSSEY     XXIII.    1-4.  273 


AR  GUMENT 


OF  THE 


TWENTY-THIRD      BOOK. 


Ulyffes,  with  fome  difficulty,  convinces  Penelope  of  his  identity, 
who,  at  length,  overcome  by  force  of  evidence,  receives  him  to 
her  arms  with  tranfport.  He  entertains  her  with  a  recital  of  his 
adventures,  aud  in  his  narration  the  principal  events  of  the  poem 
are  recapitulated.  In  the  morning,  UlyfFes,  Telemachus,  the 
herdfman  and  the  fwineherd,  depart  into  the  country. 


BOOK    XXIII. 

xVnd  now,  with  exultation  wing'd  the  nurfe 
Afcending  fought  the  chamber  of  the  Queen 
T'apprize  her  of  Ulyfles  then  below. 
Joy  braced  her  knees*,  with  niipblenefs  of  youth 

She 

•  Ariftarchus,  not  always  a  judicious  interpreter,  fe^ms  to  err  in 
his  explanation  of  ttsJej  ^'  t;wefintT«»»e»To,  which  he  tells  us  fignifies  that 
Euryclea  attempted  to  move  nimbly,  but,  being  difabled  by  age, 
took  Ihort  fleps,  and,  in  faft,  could  only  hobble.  The  words 
r»»aTa  5'  £§^«Va»To— which  Clarke  very  properly  renders — Genutt 
auttmfirmiterje-mt'uthant,  fufficiently  prove,  that,  her  joy  infpiring 
VOL.  IV.  s  her 
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She  ftepp'd,  and  at  her  ear^  her  thus  befpake. 

Arife,  Penelope  !  dear  daughter,  fee 
With  thy  own  eyes  thy  daily  wifh  fulfiird. 
UlyiTes  is  arrived  ;  hath  reach'd  at  laft 
His  native  home,  and  all  thofe  fuitors  proud 
Hath  flain,  wh6  fill'd  his  houfehold  with  diftrefs. 
His  fubftance  waded,  and  controll'd  his  fon. 

To  whom  Penelope  difcrete  replied. 
Dear  nurfe  !  the  Gods  have  furely  ta'en  away 
Thy  judgment ;  they  transform  the  wife  to  fools. 
And  fools  condu6l  to  wifdom,  and  have  made 
Thee  frantic,  whom  they  made  difcrete  before*. 
Why  wilt  thou  mock  me,  (confcious  of  my  woes) 
With  thcfc  extrav^agances  ?   Why  difturb 
Thofc  flumbers  fweet  that  feal'd  fo  fait  mine  eyes  ? 

For  fuch  fweet  flumbers  have  I  never  known 
Since  my  Ulyfies  on  his  voyage  fail'd 


her  with  frefli  alacrity,  fiie  not  only  attempted  a  quicker  pace  but 
adually  lucceeded.  Another  Scholiail  therefore  ,  with  much  more 
reafon  on  his  fide,  gives  us  the  word  viri-fi^irHvo'jro  as  exprefiing  the 
true  meaning  of  Homer's  CvifiKTcxlyovro,  underftanding  the  fenle  to 
he,  that  ihe  took  long  fleps,  trod  firmly,  and  prefencly  arrived  at  the 
chamber. 

*  Euripides  has  a  fimilnr  fontimeiit — 

CI  'Liv  Ti  dr,T«  Ta;  ra^atWA'ptf^  |3c(jT8< 

Suppliccs.  ver. -34., — C. 

1  To 
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To  that  bad  city  never  to  be  named. 
Down  inftant  to  thy  place  again — begone — 
For  had  another  of  my  maidens  dared 
Diflurb  my  fleep  with  tidings  wild  as  thefe, 
I  had  difmifs'd  her  down  into  the  houfe 
More  roughly  :  but  thine  age  excufes  thee* 

To  whom  the  venerable  matron  thus. 
I  mock  thee  not,  my  daughter  ! — He  is  come— - 
Himfelf,  Ulylles,  even  as  I  fay. 
That  ftranger,  object  of  the  fcorn  of  all. 
Tclemachus  hath  known  him  from  the  fir(l. 
But  prudently  was  mute,  t'insure  the  more 
The  punifhment  of  thofe  intruders  here. 

So  Euryclea  ;  fhe  tranfported  heard. 
And  fpringing  from  the  bed,  wrapp'd  in  her  arms 
The  antient  woman,  fliedding  tears  of  joy. 
And  in  wing'd  accents  ardent  thus  replied. 

Ah  then,  dear  nurfe  inform  me  !   tell  me  true  ! 
Hath  he  indeed  arriv'd  as  thou  declar'ft  ? 
How  could  he  flay  thofe  fhamelefs  ones  alone } 
For  never  were  they  fewer  here  than  all. 

Then  Euryclea,  thus,  matron  belov'd. 
I  nothing  faw  or  knew  ;  but  only  heard 
Groans  of  the  wounded ;  in  tji'  interior  houfe 
We  trembling  flit,  and  ev'ry  door  was  faft. 
Thus  all  remain'd,  'till  from  his  father  fent, 

s  a  The 


276  ODYSSEY    XXlII.    4S-74. 

The  young  Prince  call'd  me  forth.     I,  going,  found 
Ulyfles  compafs'd  by  the  flaughter'd  dead. 
They  cover'd  wide  the  pavement,  heaps  on  heaps. 
It  would  have  cheer'd  thy  heart  to  have  beheld 
Thy  hufband  lion-like  with  crimfon  ftains 
Of  llaughter  and  of  duft  all  dappled  o'er. 
HeapM  in  the  portal,  at  this  moment,  lie 
Their  bodies,  and  he  fumigates,  mean-time, 
The  houfe  with  fulphur  and  with  flames  of  fire. 
And  hath,  himfelf,  fent  me  to  bid  thee  down. 
Follow  mc,  then,  that  ye  may  give  your  hearts 
To  gladnefs,  both,  for  ye  have  much  endured ; 
Behold  th'  event  fo  long  your  foul's  defire, 
FulfiU'd,  in  prefence  of  his  houfehold  Gods 
Alive  he  ftands  ;  Telemachus  and  thee 
Finds  ftill  at  home  ;  nor  hath  one  fuitor  'fcaped, 
Of  all  that  impious  throng,  his  juft  revenge. 

Her  anfwer'd,  then,  Penelope  difcrete. 
Ah  deareft  nurfe  !   indulge  not  in  exccfs 
This  dang'rous  triumph  ;  all,  as  well  thou  know'ft, 
Would  deem  him  welcome  here,  and  more  than  all 
Myfelf,  and,  offspring  of  our  wedded  love, 
Telemachus.     But  thefe  things  are  not  fo  ; 
Some  God,  refentful  of  their  evil  deeds. 
And  of  their  biting  contumely  fevere. 
Hath  them  deftroy'd  ;  for  whether  noble  gueft 
Arrived  or  bafe,  alike  they  feoff 'd  at  all, 

4  And 
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And  for  their  wickednefs  have  therefore  died. 

But  my  UlyfTes  diftant  far,  I  know. 

From  Greece  hath  perifh'd,  and  returns  no  more. 

To  whom  thus  Euryclea,  nurfe  belov'd. 
What  word,  my  daughter,  hath  efcaped  thy  lips. 
Who  thus  affirm 'ft  UlyfTes,  now  within 
And  at  his  own  hearth-fide,  for  ever  loft  ? 
Canft  thou  be  thus  incredulous  ?  Hear  again — 
I  give  thee  now  proof  paft  difpute,  his  fear 
Imprinted  by  the  wild-boar's  iv'ry  tufk. 
Laving  him  I  remark'd  it,  and  defired, 
Myfelf,  to  tell  thee,  but  my  wary  lord 
Comprefling  with  both  hands  my  lips,  forbad. 
Come,  follow  me.     My  life  (hall  be  the  pledge. 
If  I  deceive  thee,  let  the  bitt'reft  death 
That  vengeance  can  devife  requite  the  fraud. 

To  whom  Penelope,  difcrcte,  replied. 
Ah,  deareft  nurfe,  thou  little  know'ft  to  fearch. 
With  all  thy  much  fagacity,  the  plans 
And  counfels  of  the  Gods.     But  let  me  hence 
Down  to  my  fon.     I  will,  at  leaft,  behold 
The  fuitors  dead,  and  him  by  whom  they  died. 

So  faying,  fhe  left  her  chamber,  muftng  much 
In  her  defcent,  if,  firft,  fhe  fhould  demand 
Proof  that  the  conqu'ror  was  indeed,  himfelf. 
Her  lov'd  UlyfTes,  or  fhould  fly  t'  imprint 

S3  At 
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At  once,  bis  hands  with  kifTes  and  his  brows. 
O'erpafling  light  the  portal-ftep  of  ftone 
She  enter'd.     He  fat  oppofite,  illumed 
By  the  hearth's  fprightly  blaze,  and  clefe  before 
A  pillar  of  the  dome,  with  downcail  eyes 
Expelling  what  his  noble  fpoufe  would  fay 
Seeing  him  there  ;  but  {he  fat  filent  long, 
Her  faculties  in  mute  amazement  held. 
By  turns  (he  rivetted  her  eyes  on  his. 
And,  feeing  him  fo  foul  attired,   by  turns 
She  recognized  him  not;  at  length,  difpleafed, 
Telemachus  her  filence  thus  reprov'd*. 

My  mother !  ah  my  haplcfs  and  my  moft 
Obdurate  mother  !    wherefore  thus  aloof 
Shunn'ft  thou  my  father,   with  fufpicious  looks 
Surveying  Him,   with   whom  thou  fliould'ft  exchange 


*  Eufta'.hius  accounts  this  mute  aflonlfhment  of  Penelope  a  diffi- 
culty never  to  be  folved.  For  if  a  God,  he  lays,  could  counterfeit 
the  fear,  why  fliould  he  be  fuppofed  ignorant  of  the  myflery  belong- 
ing to  the  bed?  And  he  judges  that  when  Penelope,  at  laft  con- 
vinced  of  her  hufband's  identity,  embraces  him,  Ihe  had  no  fuffi- 
cient  warrant,  on  her  principle,  for  doing  fo,  becaufe  (he  lufpeiEted 
a  deity,  and  a  deity  would  have  known  one  fign  as  well  as  another. 
But  ClaiV.3  accounts  the  objedion  too  refined  and  fubtle,  obferving 
that  when  Penelope  afiirms  that  fome  God  had  Jlain  the  fuitors,  and 
wiien  (lie  tells  Euryclea  that  it  is  diff.cuh  to  penettate  the  ccunfeh  of  the 
Gods,  (lie  means  no  more  than  to  exprefs  tie  utter  incredibility  of 
the  talc,  thai  Ulyfles  is  in  the  hcufe  and  has  (lain  all  his  enemies. 

Sweet 
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Sweet  converfe  now,  clofe  feated  at  his  fide  ? 
Another  wife  lives  not  who  could  endure 
Such  diftance  from  her  hufband  new-return'd 
To  his  own  country  in  the  twentieth  year, 
After  much  hardfliip  ;  but  thy  firmer  heart 
Than  ftone  itfelf,  retains  its  temper  fiill  *. 

To  whom  Penelope,  difcrete,  replied. 
I  am  all  wonder,  O  my  fon ;  my  foul 
Is  flunn'd  within  me  ;  pow'r  to  fpeak  to  him 
Or  to  interrogate  him  have  I  none. 
Or  ev'n  to  look  on  him  ;  but  if  indeed 
He  be  Ulyfles,  and  have  rcach'd  his  home, 
I  fliall  believe  it  foon,  by  proof  convinced 
Of  figns,  known  only  to  himfelf  and  me. 

She  faid  ;  then  fmiled  the  Hero  toil-inured. 
And  in  wing'd  accents  thus  his  fon  enjoin'd. 

Leave  thou,  I'elemachus,  thy  mother  here 
To  fift  and  prove  me  ;  (he  will  know  me  foon 
More  furely  ;  feeing  me  tlius  ill  attired 
And  fqualid,  for  that  caufe  fhe  fcorns  me  now, 

*  It  is  an  obfervation  of  Euftathius,  that  Ulyfles  and  his  wife  be- 
ing in  this  interview  alike  referved  and  filent,  there  could  have  been 
no  converfation  at  all,  had  not  Telemachus  been  of  the  party.  He 
chides  his  mother;  fhe  replies;  a  difcourfe  enfues  between  the  hero 
and  his  fon  concerning  the  meafures  to  be  adopted  for  their  fecurity, 
and  thus  the  aukwardnefs  of  the  fcene  is  relieved  for  the  prefent, 
and  till  UlyfTes  addrefling  Penelope  affords  her  at  laft  an  opportu. 
nity  to  fpeak,  which,    unfpoken  to,  flie  dared  not. — C, 

s  4  And 
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And  no  belief  hath  yet  that  I  am  he. 

But  we  have  need,  thou  and  myfelf,  of  deep 

Deliberation.     If  a  man  have  flain 

One  only  citizen,  who  leaves  behind 

Few  friends  folicitous  t'  avenge  his  death. 

Yet,   flying,  he  forfakes  both  friends  and  home  ; 

But  we  the  flow'r  and  ftrength  of  all  our  ifle 

Have  llain — think,  then,  what  courfe  muft  we  purfue. 

Him,  prudent,  then  anfwer'd  Telemachus. 
Be  that  thy  care,  my  father  !  for  report 
Proclaims  thee  wifeft  of  mankind,  with  whom 
In  ingenuity  may  none  compare. 
Lead  thou,  fecure  to  find  in  us  alert 
And  ardent  followers,  and  though  pow'r,  perchance. 
May  fail  us,  courage  ihall  not  to  the  lad. 

Thus  then  replied  Ulyiles,  ever-wife. 
To  me  the  fafell  counfel  and  the  beft 
Seems  this.     Firft  ufe  the  bath  ;  then,  putting  on 
Your  tunics  ;  bid  ye,  next,  the  maidens  take 
Their  bed  attire,  and  let  the  bard  divine 
Strike  on  his  tuneful  chords  a  fprightly  dance, 
That,  whether  paflenger  or  neighbour  hear, 
Allmay  fuppofe  glad  nuptials  held  within. 
So  fliall  not  loud  report  that  we  have  flain 
All  thofe,  alarm  the  city,  'till  we  gain 
Our  woods  and  fields,  where,  once  aniv'd,  fuch  plans 

We 
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We  will  devife,  as  Jove  fhall  deign  to  infpire. 

He  fpake,  and  all,  obedient,  in  the  bath 
Firft  laved  themfelves,  then  put  their  tunics  on  ; 
The  darofels  alfo  drefs'd,  and  the  fvveet  bard. 
Harping  melodioully,  defires  in  each 
Excited  of  fvveet  fong  and  graceful  dance. 
The  palace  under  all  its  vaulted  roof 
Remurmur'd  to  the  feet  of  fportive  youths 
And  cindlured  maidens,  while  no  few  abroad. 
Hearing  fuch  revelry  within,  remark'd. — 

The  Queen  with  many  wooers,  weds  at  laft. 
Ah  fickle  and  unworthy  fair  !  too  frail 
Always  to  keep  inviolate  the  houfe 
Of  her  firft  Lord,  and  wait  for  his  return. 

So  fpake  the  people  ;  but  they  little  knew 
What  had  befall'n.     Eurynome,  mean-time, 
With  bath  and  un6lion  ferv'd  th'  illuftrious  Chief 
Ulyfles,  and  with  mantle  and  with  veil 
In  his  own  houfe  attired  him  once  again. 
Then,  Pallas  over  all  his  features  flied 
Superior  beauty,  dignified  his  form 
With  added  amplitude,  and  pour'd  his  curls 
Like  hyacinthine  garlands  from  his  brows. 
As  when,  by  Vulcan  and  Minerva  taught. 
Some  artift,  finifhing  a  graceful  work. 
Entwines  bright  filvcr  with  a  wreath  of  gold. 

Such 
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Such  p^race  the  Goddefs  o'er  his  ample  chad 
Copious  difiiifcd,  and  o'er  his  manly  brows  *. 
He,  godlike,  ftcpping  from  the  bath,  refumed 
His  former  feat  magnificent,  and  fat 
Before  Penelope,  to  whom  he  fliid. 

Princefs  !  the  Pow'rs  Olympian  never  made 
A  female  heart  infenfible  as  thine. 
Another  wife  breathes  not  who  could  endure 
Such  diftance  from  her  hufband  new-return'd 
To  his  own  country  in  the  twentieth  year. 
After  fuch  hardfhip.     Nurfe  !  prepare  a  couch 
For  my  rcpofe  ;  her  adamantine  heart 
Yields  not,  and  I  muft  pafs  the  night  alone  ^. 

Him,  anfwer'd  then  prudent  Penelope. 
My  temper.  Sir  !  inclines  not  me  t'  extol 
Or  to  depreciate  much,  or  much  admire  ; 
Full  well  I  recoiled:  thee  as  thou  waft 
When  thou  didft  fail  from  Ithaca — Go,  nurfe. 
Prepare  his  bed  ;  yet  not  within  the  walls 
Of  his  own  nuptial  chamber  which  he  built 

*  Qn^ale  manus  addunt  chori  decus  ;  aiit  iibi  flavo 

Argci.tuin  PariulVe  lapis  circumdatur  auro.     JEa.  1.  596. — C. 

Grace,  luch  as  ivory  or  filver  takes 
Or  Parian  marble,!'  et  in  puieft  gold. 
+  It  feems,  fays   Euftathius,   as  if  Ulyflcs  had  almofl  found  the 
flaughter  of  the  fuitors  a  work   that  might   be  difpatched   in   lefs 
time,   than  to  convince  his  wife  of  Jiis  ideniity  ;   lo  prudent   and 
cautiouis  was  i;.e,  and  of  a  tcjnper  fo  llrm  and  refol^te.  — C. 

With 
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With  his  own  hands,  but,  placing  it  without. 
There  make  it  thick  with  fleecy  Ikins  beneath, 
And  with  warm  cloaks  and  fplendid  rugs  above. 

So  fpake  (he,  proving*  him,  and,  not  untouch'd 
With  anger  at  that  word,  he  thus  replied. 

Thy  cruel  charge  with  anguifli  fills  my  foul. 
Who  then  hath  moved  my  bed  ?  The  tafk  were  hard 
E  en  to  an  artifl ;  other  than  a  God 
None  might  with  eafe  difplace  it ;  man  alone. 
Though  vigorous  and  in  his  prime  of  youth. 
Could  never.     In  that  bed  confifis  a  fign  ; 
For  thefe  hands  fafhion'd  it,  and  none  befides. 
Within  my  court,  luxuriant,  leafy,  tall. 
And  of  columnal  lize,  an  olive  grew. 
Around  this  tree  with  flones  cemented  clofe 
I  built  my  nuptial  chamber,  roof  d  it  o'er. 
And  hung  the  glutinatcd  portals  on. 
Then,  lopping  from  the  fides  its  ample  boughs 
And  fev'ring  near  the  root  its  folicl  bole, 
1  fmooth'd  the  rugged  flump  till  it  became 
A  pedeftal,  and,  fquaring  it  by  line, 

*  The  proof  confifled  in  this — ;hat  the  bed  being  attached  to  the 
ftump  or  an  olive  tree  llill  rooted,  was  immoveable,  and  Uiyiies  hav- 
ing made  it  himlelf,  no  perfon  preltnc,  he  muil  needs  be  apprized  of 
the  impoflibility  of  her  orders,  if  he  were  indeed  Ulyiies;  accord- 
ingly, t.iis  demonllration  of  his  identi.y  fa.isaes  all  iier  fcruples. 

Form'd 
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Form'd  next  the  fhapely  pillar.     Laft^,  I  drill'd 
The  frame  on  either  fide  ;  and  thus,  my  work. 
Beginning  from  the  flump  beneath,  ceafed  not 
Till  all  was  finifh'd,  in  all  parts  adorn'd 
With  ivory,  with  filver  and  with  gold, 
And  interlaced  with  purple  thongs  beloAv. 
Such  fign  I  give  thee.     But  if  flill  my  bed 
Unmoved  remain,  or,  fever'd  from  its  bafe 
By  violence  of  other  hands,  have  found 
A  new  pofition,  is  befl  known  to  thee. 

He  ceas'd ;  Penelope  with  flutt'ring  heart 
And  fault'ring  knees,  and  eyes  that  flreamM  for  joy 
Confefs  d  the  proof,  fprang  to  him,  threw  her  arms 
Around  him,  kifs'd  his  forehead,  and  replied. 

Ulyfles  !  wifefl  at  all  other  times 
Of  human  kind,  ah  !   be  not  angry  now. 
Nor  frown  on  me!  The  Gods  themfelves  ordainM 
Our  ceafclefs  fuif'rings ;  envied  us  the  blifs 
Of  undivided  union  fwcet  enjoy'd 
Through  life,  from  early  youth  to  lateft  age. 
No.     Be  not  angry  now  ;  forgive  the  fault 
That  I  embraced  thee  not  as  foon  as  feen ; 
For  never  hath  my  fpirit  loft  the  dread 
Left  fomc  deceitful  alien  fhould,  perchance. 
Beguile  me,  for  our  houfc  draws  num'rous  fuch. 

Jove's 
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Jove's  daughter,  Argive  Helen,  ne'er  had  giv*n 
Free  entertainment  to  a  ftranger's  love, 
Had  fhe  foreknown  that,  by  the  warlike  Tons 
Of  Greece  regain'd,  fhe  Ihould,  at  length,  return. 
But  heav'n  incited  her  to  that  offence, 
Elfe  had  (he  never  in  her  heart  conceived 
A  crime,  which,  perpetrated,  proved  the  fourcc 
Of  all  Achala's  woes,  and  of  our  own. 
But  fince  thus  punctually  thou  haft  defcribed 
Our  bed,  which  never  mortal  yet  beheld, 
Ourfelves  except  and  A6loris  my  maid, 
Giv'n  me,  what  time  I  left  my  native  home, 
By  good  Icarius,  and  who  kept  the  door. 
Though  hard  to  be  convinced,  at  laft  I  yield  *. 
So  faying,  with  frefh  fympalhy  (he  touch'd 
His  inmoft  foul,  and  folding  in  his  arms 
His  fweet  and  mod  unblemilh'd  fpoufe,  he  wept. 
Welcome  as  land  appears  to  thofe  who  fwim, 
Whofe  gallant  bark,  by  winds  and  rolling  waves 

*  Penelope,  havinrr  tried  her  hu (band's  patience  by  her  long 
delay  to  acknowledge  him,  makes  him  ample  compenfation  at  laft, 
rejoicing  in  him  with  rapture,  enfolding  him  in  her  arms,  fuppU- 
cating  him  to  pardon  her  tedious  hefitation,  accounting  and  apo- 
logizing for  it,  complimenting  him  with  an  eulogium,  (hort  indeed, 
bat  fuch  as  the  time  allowed,  and  commiferating  the  woes iie  had 
fuifered  in  his  wanderings. — Euftath.— C. 

AiTaiTd. 
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Aflliird,  halh  perifh'd  in  the  boundlcfs  Tea, 

A  mariner  or  two,  perchance,  efcape 

The  foamy  flood,  and,  fwimming,  reach  the  land. 

Weary  indeed,  and  with  incrufted  brine 

All  rough,  but  oh,  how  glad  to  climb  the  coafi  ! 

So  welcome  in  her  eyes  Ulyfles  feem'd. 

Around  whofe  neck  winding  her  fnowy  arms. 

She  clans:  as  (he  would  loofe  him  never  more. 

Thus  had  they  wept  till  rofy-finger'd  morn 

Had  found  them  weeping,  but  Minerva  check'd 

Night's  almoft  finifh'd  courfe,  and  held,  mean-time. 

The  golden  dawn  clofe  pris'ner  in  the  Deep, 

Forbidding  her  to  lead  her  courfers  forth, 

Lampus  and  Phaethon  that  furnifh  light 

For  all  mankind,  and  join  them  to  the  yoke*. 

Then  thus  Laertes'  fon  his  fpoufe  addrefs'd. 

My  love  ;  not  yet  we  have  attain'd  the  clofe 
Of  all  our  fufferings,  but  unmeafured  toil 
Arduous  remains,  which  I  muft  ftill  achieve. 
For  fo  the  fpirit  of  the  Thcban  fecr 
Taught  me,  what  time  folicitous  t'enqnire 
Of  mine  and  of  my  peoples'  fafe  return 

♦  Homer  gives  Aurora  a  ch:irlot  and  pair  ;  Lycophron  nnd 
others  allow  her  only  Pegafus.  Ovid  harueiTe>  fcur  tQ  the  chariot 
of  the  iun.— B.  &.C.' 

I 
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I  joiirneyM  down  to  Pluto's  drear  abode. 
But  let  us  hence  to  bed,  once  more  t'enjoy 
Tranquil  repofe.     My  love,  make  no  delay. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  prudent  Penelope. 
Thou  fhalt  to  bed  what  time  foe'er  thou  wilt. 
Since,  by  the  Gods  condu6led,  thou  hafl;  reach'd 
Thy  manfion,  and  thy  native  fhores  again. 
But  fince,  by  fage  Tirefias  taught,  thou  know'fi: 
That  thou  haft  labours  ft  ill  t'achieve,  declare 
What  labours  ?  I  fhall  learn  them,  as  I  judge. 
Hereafter,  why  fhouIdTt  thou  conceal  them  now  ? 

To  whom  Ulyftcs,  ever- wife,  replied. 
Ah  convcrfant  with  woe !   why  would'ft  thou  learn 
That  tale  ?  but  I  will  tell  it  thee  at  large. 
Thou  wilt  not  hear  with  joy,  nor  lliall  myfclf 
With  joy  rehearfe  it ;  for  he  bade  me  feck 
City  after  city,  bearing,  as  I  go, 
A  ftiapely  oar,  till  I  fliall  find,  at  length, 
A  people  who  the  fea  know  not,  nor  cat 
Food  falted  ;  they  trim  galley  crimfon-provy'd 
Have  ne'er  beheld,  nor  yet  fmooth-lliavcn  oar 
W^ith  which  the  veflel  wing'd  feuds  o'er  the  waves. 
He  gave  me  alfo  this  authentic  i'^gn, 
Which  I  will  tell  thee.     In  what  place  foe'er 
I  chance  to  meet  a  trav'llcr  who  ftiall  name 

The 
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The  oar  on  my  broad  fhoiilder  borne,  a  van  * ; 
He  bade  me,  planting  it  on  that  fame  fpot, 
Worfliip  the  King  of  Ocean  with  a  bull, 
A  ram,  and  a  lafcivious  boar,  then  feek 
My  home  again,  and  facrifice  at  home 
An  hecatomb  in  honour  of  the  Gods 
Deathlefs  poflefTors  of  th*  expanfe  above. 
So  Ihall  I  die,  at  length,  the  gentleft  death 
Remote  from  Ocean  ;  it  fhall  find  me  late. 
In  foft  ferenity  of  age,  the  Chief 
Of  a  bled  people. — Thefe  events,  the  feer 
Tirefias  faid,  fhould  furely  come  to  pafs. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Penelope  difcrete. 
If  heav'n  ordain  thee  to  a  calm  old-age, 
Hope  lives,  that  all  our  woes  (hall  have  an  end. 

Such  was  their  mutual  conf  Vence  fweet ;  mean-tin>e 
Eurynome  and  Euryclea  drefs'd 
Their  bed  by  light  of  the  clear  torch,  and  when 
Difpatchful  they  had  fpread  it  broad  and  deep, 
The  antient  nurfe  retiring  fought  her  own. 
Then  came  Eurynome,  to  whom  in  truft 
The  chambers  appertain'd,  and  with  a  torch 
Condudled  them  to  reft  ;   fhe  introduced 
The  happy  pair,  and  went ;  tranfported  they 

*   See  the  note  on  the  fame  paflage.  Book.  Xf.  L,  156. 

To 
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To  rites  connubial  intermitted  long, 

And  now  recover'd,  gave  themfelves  again  *. 

Mean-time,  the  Prince,  the  herdfman,  and  the  good 

Eama3us,  to  their  feet  affording  reft, 

Ceafed  from  the  dance ;  they  made  the  women  ceafe 

Alfo,  and  to  their  fev'ral  chambers  all 

Beneath  the  dark  high-vaulted  roof  retired. 

At  length,  with  conjugal  endearment  both 
Satiate^  UlyfTes  tafted  and  his  fpoufe 
The  fweets  of  mutual  converfe.     She  rehearfed, 
Nobleft  of  women,  all  her  num'rous  woes 
Beneath  that  roof  fuftain'd,  while  (he  beheld 
The  profligacy  of  the  fuitor-throng, 
Who  in  their  wooing  had  confumed  his  herds 
And  fatted  flocks,  and  drawn  his  vefTels  dry  ; 
While  brave  UiyfTes^  in  his  turn  rehears'd 
Whate'cr  his  foes  had  fufFer'd  at  his  hands,- 
And  what  himfelf  at  theirs  ;  he  told  her  all  5 
She  lifteri'd  charm'd,  nor  fleep  once  fcal'd  her  eyes, 

*  Ariftophanes  the  grammarian  and  Ariftarchus  chofe  that  the 
Odyffey  fhould  end  Kere ; — B.&  C.  but  the  ftory  is  not  properly  con- 
cluded till  the  tumult  occafioned  by  the  (laughter  of  fo  many  Princes 
being  compofed,  UlyfTes  finds  himfelf  once  more  in  peaceable 
poffeffionof  his  country.  The  fequel  is  likewife  necefiary  on  another 
account,  the  poet  himfelf  having  prepared  us  to  expeft  it.  See 
Line  160  of  this  Book. — C. 

VOL.  IV,  T  While 
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While  aught  of  all  his  toils  untold  remain'd, 

Firft  he  recited  his  fuccefs  in  arms 

Againft  the  Cicons,  and  his  fafe  efcape 

From  the  Lotophagi  with  all  his  crews. 

The  Cyclops'  deeds  he  told  her  next,  and  how 

He  well  avenged  on  him  his  noble  friends 

Whom,  pitilefs,  the  raonfter  had  devour'd. 

How  to  the  ille  of  iEolus  he  came. 

Who  welcom'd  him  and  fafe  difmifs'd  him  thence, 

Although  not  deftinM  to  regain  fo  foon 

His  native  land  ;  for  o'er  the  fifhy  deep 

Loud  tempefts  fnatch'd  him  fighing  back  again. 

How,  alfo  to  Telepylus  he  fail'd. 

Town  of  the  Lseftrygonians,  who  deftroy'd. 

His  own  except,  his  (hips  with  all  his  friends. 

Of  guileful  Circe  too  he  fpake,  deep-fkill'd 

In  various  artifice,  and  how  he  reach'd 

With  fails  and  oars  the  fqualid  realms  of  death, 

Defirous  to  confult  the  prophet  there 

Theban  Tirefias  ;  and  how  there  he  view'd 

All  his  companions,  and  the  mother  bland 

Who  bare  and  nurs'd  him  in  his  infant  years. 

How,  next  he  heard  the  Sirens  in  one  flrain 

All  chiming  fvvect,  and  how  he  reach'd  the  rocks 

Erratic,  Scylla  and  Charybdis  dire, 

Wliich 
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Which  none  fecure  from  injury  may  pafs. 

Then,  how  the  partners  of  his  voyage  flew 

The  Sun's  own  beeves,  and  how  theXhund'rer  Jove 

Hurl'd  down  his  fmoky  bolts  into  his  bark. 

Depriving  him  at  once  of  all  his  crew, 

Whofe  dreadful  fate  he  yet,  himfelf,  furvived. 

How  to  Ogygia's  ifle  he  came,  where  dwelt 

The  nymph  Calypfo,  who,  ♦enamour'd,  wi{h*d 

To  efpoufe  him,  and  within  her  ample  cave 

Detain' d,  and  fed,  and  promis'd  him  a  life 

Exempt  for  ever  from  the  fap  of  age, 

But  him  fway'd  not ;  nor  fail'd  he  to  relate 

How,  fore  diftrefs'd,  he  reach'd  Phasacia's  eoafl". 

Where  all  alike  revered  him  as  a  God, 

And  whence,  enriching  him  with  brafs  and  gold 

And  cofily  raiment  firft,  they  fent  him  home. 

At  this  laft  word,  oblivious  flumber  fweet 

Fell  on  him,  diffipating  all  his  cares. 

Mean-time,  Minerva,  Goddefs  azure-eyed. 
On  other  thoughts  intent,  foon  as  fhe  deem'd 
Ul}ires  with  connubial  joys  fufficed, 
A^nd  with  fweet  fleep,  at  once  from  Ocean  rous'd 
The  golden-axled  chariot  of  the  morn 
To  illumine  earth  ;  when  from  his  fleecy  couch 
The  Hero  fprang,  and  thus  his  fpoufe  enjoin'd. 

T    2  Oh 
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Gh  con  fort  dear  !  enough  we  both  have  giv'n 
To  forrow,  thou,  with  never-ceafing  tears 
My  tedious  abfence  mourning,  and  myfelf 
Not  mourning  lefs  for  that  the  Pow'rs  of  heav'n 
So  long  withheld  me  from  my  native  fhores. 
But  fince,  in  this  dear  nuptial  bed  we  meet 
Once  more,  keep  thou  my  llores  uninjur'd  here. 
And  foon  will  I  replace  my  flocks  deftroy'd 
By  thofe  imperious  fuitors,  and  the  Greeks 
Shall  add  yet  others  till  my  folds  be  fill'd. 
But  to  the  woodlands  go  I  now — ^to  fee 
My  noble  father,  who  for  my  fake  mourns 
Continual ;  as  for  thee,  my  love,  although 
I  know  thee  wife,  I  give  thee  thus  in  charge. 
The  fun  no  fooner  fhall  afcend,  than  all 
Will  learn  that  I  have  flain  the  fuitors  here. 
Thou,  therefore,  with  thy  female  train  abide 
Sequeller'd  in  thy  clofe  recefs  above. 
Nor  queftion  allc,  nor,  curious,  look  abroad  *. 

He  faid,  and  putting  on  bright  armour,  call'd 
Telemachus,  Philcetius,  and  his  friend 
Eumasus,  bidding  each  his  arms  rcfume  ; 

*  That  feeming  ignorant  of  all  that  had  pafled,  flie  might  be 
deemed  innocent  by  the  angry  multitude  and  fufFer  no  injury  from 
them,-— C. 

Nor 
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Nor  they  complied  not,  but  refuming,  each, 
His  armour,  oped  the  gates  and  ifilicd  forth 
Ulyfles  at  their  head.     Day's  earlieil  dawn 
Now  itreak'd  the  Ikies,  but  Pallas  them,  involved 
In  darkncfs  ftill,  led  foon  into  the  fields. 


T3  ARGU- 
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ARGUMENT 

OF  THE 

TWENTY-FOURTH    BOOK. 


Mercury  condu£l$  the  fouls  of  the  fuitors  down  to  Ades,  Ulyfles 
difcovcrs  himfelf  to  Laertes,  and  quells,  by  the  aid  of  Minerva, 
an  infurredlion  of  the  people  refenting  the  death  of  the  fuitors. 


BOOK    XXIV. 

Cyllenian  Hermes,  now,  calFd  forth  the  fouls 
Of  all  the  fuitors  ;  with  his  golden  wand 
Of  pow'r  to  feal  in  balmy  fleep  whofe  eyes 
Soe'er  he  will,  and  open  them  again. 

He 

*  There  were  thofe  among  the  Antients  who  rejefted  as  much 
of  this  book  as  relates  the  defcent  of  the  fuitors  into  the  fhades 
under  condudl  of  Mercury,  and  the  dialogue  between  the  de- 
parted heroes.  Their  reafons  were  chiefly  thefe.  Firft,  that  Homer 
nowhere  elfe  afcribes  this  funftion  to  Mercury,  nor  gives  him  the 
epithet  Cyllenius.  Secondly  (but  this  fecond  reafon  refolves  itfelf 
into  the  firft)  becaufe  the  fouls  of  the  fuitors  do  not  defcend  of 
th«ir  own  accord  and  without  the  aid  of  a  condu^or,  as  all  others 

do 
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He  led  them  gibb'rlng  down  into  the  fhadcs  *. 
As,  in  fome  hollow  rock,  the  clufter'd  bats. 
Drawn  from  the  chink  by  force  in  which  they  flept, 
Take  wing  and,  fqueaking,  flutter  all  around. 
So,  after  bounteous  Mercury,  the  ghofts 
Troop'd  downward  gibb'ring  all  the  dreary  way  *. 
The  ftreams  of  Ocean,  the  Leucadian  rock. 
The  Sun's  pale  poftern  and  the  land  of  Dreams 
Palling,  they  came  at  once  into  the  meads 
Of  Afphodel,  by  (hadowy  forms  poflcfs'd 
Of  mortal  men  dcceas'd  ^.     They  found  the  fouls 

Of 


do  in  the  Iliad ;  thirdly,  becaufe,  though  not  yet  partakers  of  the 
rites  of  burial,  they  are  admitted  to  the  fhades ;  and  fourthly, 
becaufe  on  no  other  occafion  has  Homer  fpecified  the  number  of 
the  Mufes.  There  were  others  who  for  reafons  fimilar  to  thefe,  re- 
je6led  the  whole  book  j  fuch  as  Ariftarchus  and  Ariftophancs  the 
grammarian.  But  the  Scholiaft  juftly  obferyes  that  the  majefty  of 
the  verfe  alone  is  fufficient  to  overrule  them  all,  and  to  evince  ic 
the  work  of  Homer. — B,  &  C. 

Cyllene  was  a  mountain  of  Arcadia,  and  Mercury  being  wor- 
ftiipped  with  particular  honours  by  thofe  who  dwelt  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  it,  had  thence  the  epithet  Cyllenius. — B,  &  C. 

*  Tpt^airaj— TtTgly^^aJ— 
— ^— — — — — — — — — — —  the  ghofts 

Did  fqueak  and  gibber  in  the  Roman  ftreets. 

Shaksp, 

•f  This  paffage  is  thus  explained  by  Diodorus  Slculus. 
*•  The  Nile  is  named  Oceanus  by  Homer,  becaufe  the  Egyptians 
fo  named  it.  By  the  gates  of  the  Sun  he  intends  the  cityof  Heliopolis. 

T  4  The 
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Of  brave  Pelides  there,  and  of  his  friend 
Patroclus,  of  Antilochus  renown'd. 
And  of  the  mightier  Ajax,  for  his  form 
And  for  his  bulk,  of  all  Achaia's  fons, 
(Achilles  fole  except)  the  mofl  admired. 
Thete  waited  on  Achilles.     Then,  appeared 
The  mournful  ghofl.  of  Agamemnon,  fon 
Of  Atreus,  compafs'd  by  the  ghofts  of  all 
Who  (hared  his  fate  beneath  yEgyflhus'  roof. 
And  him  the  ghoft  of  Peleus'  fon  befpake. 
Atrides  !  of  all  Heroes  thee  we  deem'd 
Mod  favoured  by  the  Gods,  for  that  thy  fway 
Extended  over  fuch  a  glorious  hoft 
At  Ilium,  fcene  of  forrow  to  the  Greeks. 
Death  conquers  all  who  live,  and  from  the  birth 
Thyfelf  waft  doom'd  the  vi(5lim  of  his  powV, 
But  oh  !  that  thou  hadit  died  at  Troy,  with  all 

The  meadows  pf  which  he  fpeaks,  are  thofe  which  lie  on  the  con-, 
fines  of  the  lake  Acherufia  and  near  to  Memphis ;  beautiful  mea- 
dows, well  watered,  and  abounding  with  reeds  and  lotus.  It  is 
vith  fmgulai  propriety  that  he  here  fuppofes  the  refidence  of  the 
dcceafed,  for  the  j^gyptians  having  ferried  the  dead  over  the 
river  and  the  lake  Acherufia,  here  depofited  them  in  great  numbers 
and  in  fepulchres  the  moft  magnificent.—  The  Greeks  and  the 
Egyptians  even  now  agree  in  many  other  fiftions  concerning  the 
ilate  of  the  Departed." — C, 

Various  other  explana^ons  are  given,  but  this  appears  to  be  the 
pioft  rational, 

Thy 
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Thy  regal  ftate  fiirrounded  !   not  a  Grecic 
Of  all  our  tribes  fhould,  then,  have  fail'd  t  aflift 
At  thy  funereal  rites,  and  thou  hadll:  left 
Great  glory  to  thy  fon  ;  but  Fate  ordainM 
A  death,  alas  !  how  terrible,  for  thee. 
To  whom  Atrides'  fpirit  thus  replied. 
JBleft  fon  of  Peleus,  femblance  of  the  Gods, 
At  Ilium,  far  from  Argos,  fall'n  !  for  whom 
Contending,  many  a  Trojan,  many  a  Chief 
Of  Greece  died  alfo,  while  thy  body,  whelm'd 
In  circling  dufl,  a  wide-fpread  ruin  lay. 
Nor  chariot  thee  nor  Heed  could  int'reft  more  ! 
All  day  we  waged  the  battle,  nor  at  lad 
Defiiled,  but  for  tempefls  fent  from  Jove. 
At  length,  we  bore  into  the  Greecian  fleet 
Thy  body  from  the  field  ;  there,  firfl,  we  cleanfed 
With  tepid  baths  and  oil'd  thy  (hapely  corfe. 
Then  placed  thee  on  thy  bier,  while  many  a  Greek 
Around  thee  wept,  and  fhore  his  locks  for  thee. 
Thy  mother,  alfo,  (thofe  dread  tidings  heard) 
With  all  her  nymphs  emerging  from  the  Deep, 
And  all,  as  with  one  voice,  bewailing  thee. 
Came  thither.     Terrour  then  feizcd  all  the  Greeks, 
And  ev'ry  warrior  had  return'd  on  board 
That  moment,  had  not  Nellor,  antient  Chief, 
Illumed  by  long  experience;,  interpofed  ; 

He, 
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He,  wifeil:  ever,  thus  our  holl  berpake. 

Fly  not  ye  warlike  youths  !    Ye  Greeclans,  flay  ! 
This  is  the  Goddefs-mother  ;  Thetis  comes. 
With  all  her  nymphs  emerging  from  the  Deep, 
T'  enhance  the  fun'ral  honours  of  her  fon. 

So  he  ;  and,  by  his  admonition  ftay*d. 
The  Greeks  fled  not.     Then,  all  around  thee  flood 
The  daughters  of  the  Antient  of  the  Deep, 
Bewailing  thy  deceafe  ;  with  heavnly  robes 
They  clothed  thy  corfe,  and  all  the  Mufes  nine 
Deplored  thee  in  full  choir  with  fwecteft  tones 
Refponfive,  nor  one  Greecian  hadft  thou  feen 
Dry-eyed,  fuch  grief  the  Mufes  moved  in  all. 
Thee,  fev'nteen  days,  we,  day  and  night,  deplored. 
Both  Gods  and  men  ;   and  on  the  eighteenth  day, 
Slaught'ring  the  fatteft  of  the  flocks  and  herds 
Around  it,  gave  thy  body  to  the  flames 
Clothed  in  celeftial  raiment,  while  with  oil 
And  richeft  honey  mixt  we  fed  the  fire. 
And  all  our  heroes  clad  in  radiant  arms 
Both  horfe  and  foot,  encompafllng  thy  pile, 
Clafli'd  on  their  ftiields,  and  deaf 'ning  was  the  din  *. 

But 

*  So  VIrgll.  ^n.  XI.  188. 

Ter  circuni  accenfos,  ciiifti  fulgentlbus  armis, 
Dtcurrtre  rogos  ;  ter   nioeflum  funeiis  ignem 
Luftravcre  in  equis    ululatufque  ore  dcdere. — C. 

Thrice 
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But  when  the  force  of  Vulcan  had  at  length 
Confumed  thee,  mingling,  at  the  dawn  of  day. 
Thy  bones  with  lard  and  undiluted  wine. 
We  ftored  them  in  a  golden  urn  fupplied 
By  Thetis,  which  from  Bacchus,  as  fhe  faid, 
Herfelf  received,  and  He  from  Vulcan's  hand  *. 
"Within  that  vafe,  Achilles,  treafur'd  lie 
Thine  and  the  bones  of  thy  departed  friend 
Patroclus  ;  but  a  fep'rate  urn  we  gave 
To  thofe  of  brave  Antilochus,  of  all 
The  Greeks,  Patroclus  llain,  thy  fav'rite  moft. 
Each  urn  we  compafs'd  with  a  noble  tomb, 
(We  warriors  of  the  facred  Argive  hoft) 
On  a  tall  promontory  {hooting  far 
Into  the  fpacious  Hellefpont,  that  all 
Who  live,  and  who  fhall  yet  be  born,  may  view 


Thrice,  clad  in  burnifti'd  arms  they  courfed  about 
The  kindled  pile,  thrice,  mounted  as  they  were, 
Survey'd  the  mournful  fires  and  wail'd  aloud. 

•  And  again — ^n.  Vlt  226. 

Poftquam  coUapfi  cineres,  ct  flamma  qulevit, 
Relliquias  vino  et  bibulam  lavere  faviliam  ; 
Oflaque  lefta  cado  texit  Chorinaeus  alieno.— C. 

The  afties  funk  and  flames  at  reft,  with  wine 
The  relifts  and  the  thiifty  ember- heaps 
They  drench'd,  and  Chorinoeus  ftored  the  bones 
Within  a  brazen  vafe.  ■ 


Thy 
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Thy  record,  even  from  the  diftant  waves  *. 

Then,  by  permiffion  from  the  Gods  obtain'd. 

To  the  Achaian  Chiefs  in  circus  met 

Thetis  appointed  games.     I  have  beheld 

The  burial  rites  of  many  a  Hero  bold, 

When,  on  the  death  of  fome  great  Chief,  the  youths 

Well-girt  have  rufh'd  to  contefl  for  the  prize. 

But  fight  of  thofc  with  wonder  fill'd  me  mod. 

So  glorious  pail  all  others  were  the  games 

By  filver-footed  Thetis  giv'n  for  thee. 

For  thou  wastever  favour'd  of  the  Gods. 

Thus,  haft  thou  not,  Achilles  !  ev'n  in  death. 

Foregone  thy  glory,  but  thy  fair  report 

Is  univerfal  among  ail  mankind ; 

But,  as  for  me,  what  recompenfe  had  I, 

My  warfare  clofed  ?  for  whom,  at  my  return, 

Jove  plann'd  fo  dire  a  death,  the  bloody  deed 

Of  fell  ^^.giftus  and  my  murth'refs  wife"*". 

Thus,  mutual,  they  conferr'd;  mean -time  approacb'd 
Wing-footed  Hermes,  herald  of  the  fkies, 
Condu64ing  thither  all  the  fhades  of  thofe 
Slain  by  UlylTcs.     At  that  fight  amazed 

*  Strabo  teftifies  that  the  temple  and  tomb  of  Achilles  were  to 
be  fcen  in  his  time  on  the  promontory  of  Sigjeum  ;— B.  &  C.  the 
tombs  alio  of  Patroc'us  and  Antilochus,  to  whom  as  well  as  to 
Ajax  the  Trojans   offered  facrifice, — C. 

•f  See  the  ftory  related  at  huge  by  i.^gamemnon  to  UlyfiTes. — 
Cd.XI.  490, 

Both 


* 
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Both  moved  toward  them.     Agamemnon's  fhade 
(For  they  had  met  in  Ithaca)  knew  well 
The  fpedlre  of  Melanthius'  haughty  Ton 
Amphimedon,  of  whom  he  thus  enquired. 

Amphimedon  !  by  what  difaftrous  chance, 
CocEvals  as  ye  feem,  and  of  an  air 
Difi-inguifh'd  all,  dcfcend  ye  to  the  Deeps  ? 
For  not  the  chofen  youths  of  a  whole  town 
Should  form  a  nobler  band.     Perifh'd  ye  funk. 
Amid  vafl  billows  and  rude  tempefts  raifed 
By  Neptune's  power  ?  or  on  dry  land  through  force 
Of  lawlefs  ravagers  who  would  have  feized 
Your  flocks  and  herds  ?  or  fighting  to  fecure 
From  hoftile  power  your  city  and  your  wives  ? 
Refolve  me  ;  I  was  once  a  guefl  of  thine, 
Remember'ft  not  what  time  at  your  abode 
With  godlike  Menelaus  I  arrived, 
That  we  might  win  Ulyfles  with  his  fleet 
To  follow  us  to  Troy  ?  that  labour  coft 
The  Greecian  fleet  a  tedious  month's  delay, 
And  fcarce,  with  all  that  we  could  urge,  we  gain'd 
The  city-fpoiling  Hero's  aid  at  laft  *. 

*  Becaufe  Ulyfles,  not  through  fear,  but  by  dint  of  his  owr^ 
forecaft  and  fagacity  knowing  well  the  difficulties  of  fuch  a  war, 
was  unwilling  to  engage  in  it.  On  which  account  probably  it  was^ 
as  Euftathius  obferves,  that  Agamemnon,  while  he  was  in  Ithaca, 
dwelt  with  Melanthius,  and  not  with  Ulyffes, 

To 
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To  whom  the  fpe(5lre  of  Melanthius'  fon. 
Illuftrious  Agamemnon,  King  of  men  !  '\ 

All  this  I  bear  in  mind,  and  will  rehearfe 
The  manner  of  our  moil:  difallrous  end. 
Believing  brave  Ulyfles  loft,  we  fought 
His  wife  in  marriage  ;  our  unwelcome  fult 
She  neither  ratified  nor  yet  refufed. 
But,  planning  dire  deflru^lion  for  us  all. 
This  novel  ftratagem,  at  laft,  devifed. 
Beginning,  in  her  own  recefs,  a  web 
Of  flend'reft  thread,  and  of  a  length  and  breadth 
Unufual,  thus  the  fuitors  the  befpake. 

Princes,  my  fuitors  !  fince  the  noble  Chief 
Ulyflcs  is  no  more,  enforce  not  yet 
My  nuptials  ;  wait  till  I  (hall  finifh  firft 
A  fun'ral  robe  (left  all  my  threads  decay) 
Which  for  the  antient  Hero  I  prepare, 
Laertes,  looking  for  the  mournful  time 
When  ruthlefs  fate  ihall  clofe  his  languid  eyes 
So  faft,  that  he  fhall  ope  them  never  more  ; 
Elfe,  I  the  cenfure  dread  of  all  my  fex, 
Should  he,  fo  wealthy,  want  at  laft  a  flirond. 

So  fpake  the  Queen  ;  and,  unfufpicious,  we 
Confented  readily.     Thenceforth,  all  day 
She  wove  her  ample  web,  and  by  the  aid 
Of  .torches  ravelld  it  again  at  night. 

Three 
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Three  years  ihe  thus  by  ftratagem  our  fuit 

Eluded  fafe,  but  when  the  fourth  arrived. 

And  the  fame  fcafon,  after  many  moons 

And  fleeting  days,  return'd,  a  damfel  then 

Of  her  attendants,  confcious  of  the  fraud. 

Reveal 'd  it,  and  we  found  her  pulling  loofe 

The  fplendid  web.  Thus,  through  conftraint,  at  length. 

She  finifh'd  it,  and  in  her  own  defpight. 

But,  when,  at  length,  fun -bright  or  as  the  moon. 

She  fpread  the  new-blanched  texture  in  our  view. 

Then,  under  conduct  of  fome  adverfe  Pow'r, 

UlyfTes  reach 'd  a  cottage  at  th'  extreme 

Of  all  his  paftures,  where  his  fwineherd  dwells. 

To  which  came  alfo,  from  the  Pylian  fliore. 

The  godlike  Hero's  fon  ;  and  when  the  death 

Of  all  the  fuitors  they  had  there  devifed. 

They  fought  the  city ;   but  Ulyfles  lad. 

And  firft  Telemachus.     The  father  came 

Condu6led  by  the  fwineherd,  and  attired 

In  tatters  foul  ;  a  mendicant  he  feem'd. 

Time-worn,  and  halted  on  a  ftafF.     So  clad. 

And  enf  ring  on  the  fudden,  he  deceived 

The  mem'ries  even  of  our  eldcft  there. 

And  we  reviled  and  fmote  him  ;  he,  although 

Beneath  his  own  roof  fmitten  and  reproach'd. 

With  patience  fuffer'd  it  awhile,  but  rouzed 

I  At 
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At  length  by  thunder-bearing  Jove,  convey'd. 
In  concert  with  Telemachus,  his  arms 
And  armour  to  the  chamber  of  his  Ton 
At  the  houfe-top,  and  barr'd  the  mafly  doors. 
Then,  in  his  fubtlety  the  Q.aeen  he  bade 
A  contell  inftitute  with  bow  and  rings 
Between  th'  ill-fated  fuitors  ;  whence  enfued 
Slaughter  to  all  *.     No  fuitor  there  had  pow'r 
To  bend  that  ftubborn  bow,  but  all  alike 
Too  feeble  proved  ;  and  when  the  weapon  huge 
At  length  was  ofter'd  to  Ulyfles'  hands. 
With  clamour'd  menaces  we  bade  the  fwain 
Withhold  it  ftill,  plead  for  it  as  he  might ; 
Telemachus  alone,  with  loud  command 
Bade  give  it  him,  and  his  illuftrious  fire 
Receiving  in  his  hand  the  bow,  with  eafe 
Bent  it,  and  fped  a  Ihaft  through  all  the  rings. 
Then,  fpringing  to  the  portal-ftcps,  he  pour'd 
His  arrows  forth,  pecr'd  terrible  around. 
Pierced  King  Antinoiis,  and,  aiming  fure 
The  deadly  darts,  pierced  many  a  fuitor  more, 

•  This  was  not  true  In  fa£l,  as  Euflathius  remarks,  for  the  de- 
fign  to  propofe  this  trial  to  the  fuitors  originated  with  Penelope, 
But  Barnes  well  replies,  that  though  it  were  falfe,  it  would  natu- 
rally appear  true  to  the  fuitors  from  the  moment  when  Ulyffes  dif- 
covered  himfeli"  to  them. — C. 

4  Till 
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Till  in  one  common  carnage  heap'd  we  lay. 
Some  God,  it  was  moft  clear,  vouchfafed  them  aid 
Such  ardour  urged  them,  and  with  fuch  difpatch 
They  flew  us  on  all  fides  ;  hideous  were  heard 
The  groans  of  dying  men  fell'd  to  the  ground 
With  head-ftrokes  rude,  and  the  floor  fwam  with  blood. 
Such,  royal  Agamemnon  !   was  the  fate 
By  which  we  perifh'd,  all  whofe  bodies  lie 
Unburied  flill,  and  in  Ulyfles'  houfe. 
For  tidings  none  have  yet  our  friends  alarni*d 
And  kindred,  who  might  cleanfe  from  fable  gore 
Qur  clotted  wounds,  and  mourn  us  on  the  bier. 
Sad  rites  '    but  needful  to  th'  unhappy  dead. 

Him  anfwer'd,  then,  the  fhade  of  Atreus'  Ion. 
Oh  happy  offspring  of  Laertes  !  fhrewd 
UlyfTes !  matchlefs  valour  hafl  thou  fhewn 
Recov'ring  thus  thy  wifes  how  kind  and  good 
Was  alfo  thy  Penelope  to  thee  ! 
And  her  remembrance  of  the  fpoufe,  her  choice 
In  early  youth,  how  faithful  and  how  true  ! 
Thy  glory,  by  fuperior  merit  earn'd. 
Shall  never  fade,  and  when  the  tuneful  bard 
Shall  purpofe  his  divinefl  fong,  the  Gods 
Shall  make  thy  chafte  Penelope  the  theme. 
Not  fuch  was  Clytemneftra,  fhe  contrived 
Her  hufband's  death  ;  no  praifcs  fliall  attend 

VOL.  jv,  V  Her 
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Her  name  in  fong  ;  and  even  virtuous  wives. 
Shall  fufFer  fliame,  fufpec^ed  for  her  fake. 

Thus  they,  beneath  the  vaulted  roof  obfcure 
Of  Pluto's  manfion,  mutually  conferr'd. 

Mean-time,  defcending  from  the  city-gates. 
They  quickly  reach'd  the  cultivated  farm 
Which  old  Laertes  had  with  llrenuous  toil 
Won  from  the  rugged  wafte.    There  (lood  his  houfe 
Amidft  encircling  cabins,  where  his  hinds 
V/hofe  aid  he  needed  and  whofe  labours  pleafed 
And  fatisfied  him,  ate  and  took  repofe. 
There  alfo  dwelt  an  old  Sicilian  dame 
Who  fcrved  and  tended  with  affiduoos  care, 
In  his  fcquefter'd  home  their  antient  lord. 
Then  thus  Ulyfles  to  his  followers  fpake. 

Hade  now,  and,  ent'ring,  flay  ye  of  the  fwine 
The  beft  for  our  regale  ;  myfelf,  the  while. 
Will  prove  my  father,  if  his  eye  be  true 
To  fliovv  me  to  him,  or  if  abfence  long 
Have  worn  all  knowledge  of  me  from  his  mind  *. 

He  faid,  and  gave  his  armour  to  the  care 


*  The  poet  artfully  contrives  to  dlfpofe  thus  of  Telemachus 
and  the  fervants,  that  the  interview  between  Ulyfles  and  his  father 
may  be  free  from  all  conftraint  and  interruption. — C. 

Of 
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Of  his  two  fervants ;  they  with  ha%  fteps 

The  manfion  fought,  and  he  the  garden-plot 

To  prove  his  father.    There  he  neither  found. 

At  his  defcent  into  the  fruitful  fcene, 

Dolius  nor  Dolius'  fons,  nor  other  fwain 

Or  lab'rer  ;  they  were  occupied  elfewhere, 

And,  with  the  antient  hind  himfelf,  employed 

Colle(5ling  thorns  with  which  to  fence  the  grove. 

In  that  umbrageous  fpot  he  found  alone 

Laertes,  hoeing  weeds  around  a  plant ; 

Sordid  his  tunic  was,  with  many  a  patch 

Unfeemly  mended  ;  leathern  were  his  greaves. 

Thong- tied  and  alfo  patch 'd,  a  frail  defence 

Againft  fliarp  thorns,  while  gloves  fecured  his  hands 

From  briar-points,  and  on  his  head  he  bore 

A  goatikin  cafque,   indulging  hopelefs  woe. 

No  fooner  then  the  Chief,  his  noble  fon 

Saw  hiiti  age- worn  and  wretched,  than  he  paufed 

Beneath  a  lofty  pear-tree's  fliade  to  weep. 

There  ftanding  much  he  mufed,  whether,  at  once, 

Kiffing  and  clafping  him,  to  tell  him  all. 

By  what  means  he  had  reach'd  his  native  fhore. 

Or  firft  by  queflions  curious  and  minute 

To  prove  him.     His  difcreter  courfe,  at  length. 

He  deem'd  it  were  t  afllime  the  ftranger's  tone, 

V  2  And 
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And  in  that  mind  approach'd  him*.     He  the  foil 
Still  heaved  and  weeded,  bending  o'er  his  work. 
Around  the  plant,  when  his  illuftrious  Ton 
Now,  Handing  clofe  befide  him,  thus  began. 

Old  fir!  thou  art  no  novice  in  thefe  toils 
Of  culture,  but  thy  garden  thrives  ;  the  plants. 
Vines,  figs,  pears,  olives,  flow'rs,  from  fide  to  fide 
Of  all  thy  ground,  commend  thy  ikill  and  care. 
But  pardon  my  free  cenfure,  if  I  fay 
That  thou  art  heedlefs  of  thyfelf,  at  once 
Opprefs'd  with  age,  fun-parch'd,  and  ill-attired. 
Not  for  thy  fcanty  fervice  fake  thy  lord 
Negleds  thee  thus,  who  by  thy  features  feem'ft 
And  by  thy  flately  port  thyfelf  a  King. 
Old  age  is  privileged.     A  man  like  Thee, 
Firft  bathed  and  fed,  (liould  fink  to  foft  repofe. 
But  tcli  me  truth — whofe  hulbandman  art  thou, 
And  whofe  this  garden  ?  anfwer  me  bcfides. 
For  I  would  learn  ?  have  I  indeed  arrived 
In  Ithaca  ?  this  moment  One  who  pafs'd 
Such  information  gave  me;  but  he  feem'd 


*  The  Greelc  word  here  is  fimilar  in  figniflcation  to  'EiJixtfroiJtivv 
in  the  24th  Book  of  the  Iliad.  See  the  note  on  line  807  of  that 
boolc. 

There  the  meaning  \%  falfo  mstu,  and  here  it  is  falja  /j^ecie 
ludtre. 

Uncouth 
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Uncouth  and  rude,  would  neither  fpeak  nor  hear 

When  I  demanded  if  a  friend  of  mine 

Live  ftill,  or  have  already  fought  the  fhades. 

For  I  will  tell  thee  ;  therefore  mark.     Long  lincc 

Within  my  native  manfion  I  received 

A  certain  ftranger,  whom  I  found  a  gueft 

To  me  fur  mod  acceptable  of  all 

Whom  I  had  fhelter'd,  from  what  land  foc'er. 

Beneath  my  roof.     He  was  by  birth,  he  faid, 

Ithacan,  and  Laertes  claim'd  his  fire, 

Son  of  Arcefias.     Him  conducing  home 

I  entertain'd  him  with  the  beft  I  might, 

And  proved  by  gifts  his  welcome  at  my  board. 

I  gave  him  feven  talents  of  wrought  gold, 

A  goblet,  argent  all,  with  flow'rs  embofs'd. 

Twelve  fingle  cloaks,  twelve  carpets,  mantles  twelve 

Of  brighteft  luftrc,  with  as  many  vefls, 

And  added  four  fair  damfels,  whom  he  chofe 

Himfelf,  well  born  and  well  accomplifli'd  all. 

Then,  weeping,  thus  his  antient  lire  replied. 
Stranger  !  thou  haft,  for  certain,  reach'd  the  land 
Of  thy  enquiry,  but  thou  fmd'ft:  it  held 
By  a  rude  race,  and  lawlefs.     Vain,  alas  ! 
Were  all  thy  num'rous  gifts ;  yet  hadft  thou  found 
Him  living  here  in  Ithaca,  thy  gifts 
And  thy  kind  treatment  of  him,  at  his  hands 

u  3  Had 
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Had  found  juft  recompenfe,  and  thou  hadil  left 

Our  city  well-content.     But  tell  me  truth. 

What  years  have  pafs'd  ?     How  many,  fince  my  Ton 

Partook,  thy  friendly  banquet  ?  for  alas  ! 

That  poor  ill-fated  wanderer  was  he. 

But  him,  far  diflant  both  from  friends  and  home, 

Either  the  rav'ning  fifhes  of  the  Deep 

Have  eaten,  or  wild  beafts  and  fowls  of  prey, 

Nor  was  his  mother  or  myfelf  ordain'd 

To  bathe  his  (hrouded  body  with  our  tears. 

Nor  yet  Penelope,  the  chaflc,  the  rich. 

To  clofe  her  hulband*s  eyes,  and  with  the  voice 

Of  fhrill  lament  to  wail  him  on  his  bier, 

Sad  tribute  all  I  but  pleafing  to  the  dead. 

But  tell  me  alfo,  thou,  for  I  would  learn, 

Who  art  thou  ?  whence  ?  where  born  ?  and  fprung 

from  whom  ? 
The  bark  in  which  thy  godlike  friends  and  thou 
Arrived,  what  ftation  have  ye  giv'n  her  here  ? 
Or  cam'ft  thou  but  as  pafTengcr  on  board 
Another's  bark,  who  landed  thee  and  went  ? 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  ever  wife,  replied. 
I  will  with  all  fimplicity  relate 
What  thou  hall  alked.     Of  Alybas  am  I, 
There  {lands  my  manfion,  and  my  wealthy  fire 
Aphcidas  is,  King  Polypaemon's  fon ; 

Myfblf 
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Myfelf  am  named  Eperitus  ;  I  como 

Driv'n  from-  the  (hares  of  Sicily  to  thefc 

By  furious  winds  with  which  1  ftrove  in  vain. 

And  yonder,  from  your  city  far  remote 

Stands  on  the  meadow's  verge  my  galley  moor'd  *, 

Five  years  have  pafs'd  fince  that  unhappy  Chief 

Ulyfles  left  my  country  ;  yet  the  birds 

At  his  departure  hover'd  on  the  right. 

And  in  that  fign  rejoicing,  I  difmifs'd 

Him  joyful  alfo,  for  alike  we  hoped 

To  mix  in  focial  intercourfe,  and  make 

Exchange  of  friendly  pledges  once  again. 

He  fpake ;  then  forrow  as  a  fable  cloud 
Involved  Laertes  ;  gath'ring  with  both  hands 
The  duft,  he  pour'd  it  on  his  rev'rend  head 
With  many  a  piteous  groan.     Ulyfles'  heart 
Commotion  felt,  and  his  Itretch'd  noflrils  throbb'd 
With  agony  clofe-pent,  while  fixt  he  vievv'd 
His  father  ;  then  with  fudden  force  he  fprang 
Toward  him,  clafp'd,  and  kifs'd  him,  and  exclaim'd. 

My  father  !   I  am  he.     Thou  feefl  thy  fon 
Abfent  thefe  twenty  years  at  laft  return'd. 
But  bid  thy  forrow  ceafe  ;  fufpend  henceforth 

*  Alybas,  in  the  Catalogue  called  Alybc,  was  according  to 
fome  a  city  of  Italy  named  alfo  Metapontus  j  but  according  to 
others  a  city  of  Thrace.— C. 

u  4  All 
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All  lamentation  ;  for  I  tell  thee  true. 
But  haftily,  for  fo  the  time  demands, 
I  have  flain  all  the  fuitors  at  our  home. 
And  all  their  taunts  and  injuries  avenged. 

Then  anfwer  thus  Laertes  quick  return'd. 
If  thou  haft  come  again,  and  art  indeed 
My  fon  UlyiTes,  give  me  then  the  proof 
Indubitable,  that  I  may  believe. 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  ever  wife,  replied. 
View,  firft,  the  fear  which  with  his  iv'ry  tufk 
A  wild  boar  gave  me,  when,  at  thy  command 
And  at  my  mother's,  to  ParnalTus'  foot 
Where  dwelt  her  lire  Autolycus  I  fped. 
Seeking  the  gifts  which,  while  a  guefl  of  yours. 
He  promis'd  fliould  be  mine.     Accept  belidc 
This  proof.     I  will  enumVate  all  the  trees 
Which,  walking  with  thee  in  this  cultur'd  fpot 
(Boy  then)  I  begg'd,  and  thou  confirm'dft  my  own. 
We  paced  between  them,  and  thou  mad'ft  me  learn 
The  name  of  each.    Thou  gav'ft  me  thirteen  pears  *, 
Ten  apples  *,  forty  figs  *,  and  fifty  rows 
Of  vines  didft  promife  me,  their  alleys  clear 


*  The  fruit  is  here  ufcd  for  the  tree  that  bore  it,  as  it  is  in  the 
Greek;  the  Latins  ufed  the  fame  mode  of  exprefllon,  neither  is  it 
^incommon  in  our  own  language. 

From 
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From  all  plants  dfc  *.     What  time  propitious  Jove 
Matures  the  full-grown  fruitage,  on  thofe  vines 
Huge    of  all  forts,  the  lufcious  clufters  hung. 

He  faid  ;  with  fault'ring  knees  and  throbbing  heart 
Thofe  proofs  acknowledging,  Laertes  caft 
His  arms  around  him,  and  Ulyfles  held 
Clofe  to  his  bofom  prefs  d  his  fainting  fire. 
Till,  his  exhaufted  fpirit  and  his  pow'r 
Of  fpeech  reflored,  the  fenior  thus  exclaimM. 

Still,  then,  ye  Gods  1  your  influence  unimpaired. 
Ye  govern  all  beneath,  if  juft  revenge, 
At  laft,  have  reach'd  indeed  thofe  guilty  men. . 
But  terrour  fhakes  me,  left,  incenfed,  erelong 
All  Ithaca  flock  hither,  and  difpatch 
Swift  melTengers  with  thefe  dread  tidings  charged 
To  ev'ry  Cephallenian  flate  around. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Ulyfl^es  ever-wife. 
Take  courage,  and,  difmifling  all  fuch  fears. 
Seek  now,  with  me,  thy  manfion  that  adjoins 
The  garden,  whither  I  have  fent  my  fon, 
Philoetius,  and  Eumaeus,  with  command 
1  hat  they  prepare  in  hafle  to  fpread  the  board. 

*  This  according  to  Clarke,  whofe  judgment  a  tranflator  may 
always  fafely  follow,  is  the  true  meaning  of  ^laTfyVio? ;  though  it  is 
a  word  concerning  the  import  of  which  the  commentators  differ 
widely. 

So 
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So  they  conferr'd,  and  to  Laertes'  houfe 
Pafs'd  on  together  ;  there  arrived,  they  found 
Telemachus,  with  hh  attendant  fvvains, 
Bufied  in  preparation  of  the  meats 
And  mingling  wine ;  but,  ere  they  fat  to  (ced. 
His  old  Sicilian  matron  bathed  and  oil'd 
And  wrapp'd  Laertes  round  in  frelh  attire. 
And  Pallas,  drawing  nigh,  dilated  more 
His  limbs,  and  gave  his  whole  majeftic  form 
Encreafe  of  amplitude.     He  left  the  bath. 
His  foUj  amazed  as  he  had  feen  a  God 
Alight^  newly  from  the  ikies,  exclaim'd. 

My  father  !  all  decrepitude  of  age 
Hath  left  thee  ;   furcly  fome  immortal  PowV 
Hath  giv'n  thee  back  thy  youthful  prime  again  I 

Then  thus  replied  his  venerable  fire. 
Jove  !  Pallas  !   Phoebus  !  oh  that  I  had  fought  - 
Befide  thee  yefterday,  my  force  the  fame 
As  when  I  led  my  Cephallenian  hoft 
To  yonder  continent  and  overthrew 
The  tow'rs  of  Nericirs  *  !     If  fuch  in  arms. 
And  fueh  as  then  in  vigour,  I  had  faced 
With  thee  the  fuitor?,  furcly  thou  hadft  felt 

•  Nericus  is  underftocd  by  Strabo  to  have  been  the  Hime  with 
l.eucas ;  it  was  once  joined  to  the  continent,  hut  the  Corinthians, 
cutting  off  the  ifthmus,  made  an  ifland  of"  it. — C. 

Ihy 
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Thy  fonl,  fo  deeply  wounded,  fill'd  at  length 
With  comfort  for  the  many  flain  by  me. 

Such  was  their  conference  ;  and  now,  the  talk 
Of  preparation  ended,  and  the  feaft 
Set  forth,  on  couches  and  on  thrones  they  fit, 
And,  ranged  in  ordet*  due,  took  each  his  (hare. 
Then,  ancient  Dolius,  and  with  him,  his  fons 
Arrived  from  work,  all  weary,  fummon'd  home 
By  the  Sicilian  matron  wont  to  ferve 
The  youths  with  food,  and  with  cfpecial  care 
T'  attend  their  father,  worn  with  many  years. 
They,  feeing  and  i^ecalling  foon  to  mind 
UlyfTes,  in  the  middle  manfion  flood 
Wond'ring,  when  thus  Ulyffes  with  a  voice 
Of  fome  reproof,  but  gentle,  them  befp;ike. 

Sit  to  the  board,  old  friend  !  and  ceafe  to  gaze 
With  mute  ailonifhment  ;  for,  though  diftrefs'd 
With  hunger,  we  have  now  long-time  abftain'd, 
Expe6ling  ev'ry  moment  thy  return. 

He  faid  ;  then  Dolius  with  expanded  arms 
Sprang  right  toward  Ulyflcs,  feized  his  hand, 
Kifs'd  it,  and  in  wing'd  accents  thus  replied. 

Dear  mafter  1   fince  the  Gods,  at  our  requeft. 
And  paft  our  hopes,  have  giv'n  thee  to  return, 
Hail,  and  be  happy,  and  heav'n  make  thee  fueh  ! 
But  tell  me  truly ;  knows  the  prudent  Queen 

That 


3l6  ODYSSEY     XXIV.    474-499. 

That  thou  haft  fafe  arrived,  or  (hall  we  fend 
Ourfelves  an  herald  with  the  joyful  news  ? 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  ever  wife,  replied. 
My  friend  of  many  years  !  releafe  thy  mind 
From  that  folicitude  ;  fhe  knows  it  well. 

He  fpake,  and  Dolius,  fatisfied,  refumed 
His  wonted  feat,  while,  in  like  fort,  his  fons. 
All  welcoming  UlyfTes,  grafp'd  his  hand. 
Then  fat  befide  their  father ;  thus  beneath 
Laertes'  roof  they,  joyful,  took  repaft. 

But  Fame  with  rapid  hafte  the  city  roam'd 
In  evVy  part,  promulging  in  all  cars 
The  fuitors'  horrid  fate.     Thofe  tidings  urged 
The  parents  of  the  fuilors  quickly  forth. 
And,  from  all  lides  of  Ithaca,  with  groans 
And  mingled  mutt'rings  of  revenge,  they  fought 
UlyfTes'  gates.     Producing  thence  the  dead, 
They  gave  immediate  burial  to  their  own^ 
But  thofe  of  other  cities  fent  on  board 
Swift-failing  fifh-boats  to  their  fev'ral  homes. 
All  haftcd  then  to  council ;  forrow  wrung 
Each  parent's  heart,  and  foon  as  on  full  feats 
The  whole  aflembled  fenate  fat,  uprofe 
Eupithcs  firft  ;  for  anguifli  on  his  foul 
Prey'd,  paft  endurance,  for  Antinoiis'  fake 
His  darling  fon,  flain  foremoft  of  them  all. 

His 
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His  lofs  with  tears  deploring,  thus  he  faid. 

My  friends !  no  trivial  fruits  the  Greecians  reap 
Of  this  man's  doings.     Thqfi  whom,  when  he  fail'd 
On  board  his  barks  he  took,  a  num'rous  train 
And  valiant, — Thofc  with  all  his  barks  he  loll. 
And  thefe,  our  nobleft,  flew  at  his  return. 
But  hafte,  and  ere  he  reach  by  fvvift  efcape 
The  Pylian,  or  perhaps  the  facred  fhore 
Of  Elis  by  the  brave  Epeans  ruled, 
Purfue  him,  or  eternal  fhame  is  ours ; 
_And  if  we  vifit  not  with  fwift  revenge 
The  murtherers  of  thofe  whom  moft  wc  loved, 
Our  fons  and  brothers,  may  my  future  days 
Prove  cheerlefs  all,  and  inftant  death  alone 
Seem  worth  a  willi  to  me  !  Then  fly  we  fwift 
To  feize  them,  ere  they  yet  (hall  crofs  the  Deep. 

So  fpake  he  weeping,  and  foft  pity  moved 
In  every  bread.     Then,  newly  from  the  bands 
Of  lleep   releafcd,  came  Aledon  leading  forth 
The  fightlefs  Phemius  from  Ulyfles'  houfc. 
Both  flood  before  them.   Wonder  at  that  fight 
JScized  all,  when  Mcdon,  prudent,  thus  began. 

Hear  me,  my  countrymen  !  Ulyfles  plann'd 
With  no  difapprobation  of  the  Gods 
The  deed  that  ye  deplore.     I  faw,  myfclf, 
A  Pcw'r  immortal  at  the  Hero's  fide^, 

Clad 
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Clad  in  the  form  of  Mentor ;  now  the  God, 
In  front  apparent,  led  him  on,  and  now. 
From  fide  to  fide  of  all  the  palace,  urged 
To  flight  the  fuitors  ;  heaps  on  heaps  they  fell. 

He  faid ;  then  terrour  wan  feized  cv'ry  check, 
And  Halith^rfes,  Hero  old,  the  fon 
Of  Maftor,  who  alone  among  them  all 
By  paft  experience  taught  had  Ikill  to  judge 
The  future  alfo,  prudent,  thus  began. 

Ye  men  of  Ithaca  !  now  lift  to  me. 
Thcfe  evils  have  ye  caufed  yourfelves,  my  friend^ ! 
By  your  own  negligence  ;  for  when  myfelf 
And  noble  Mentor  counfell'd  you  to  check 
Th'  excedes  of  your  fons,  ye  would  not  hear. 
Great  was  their  w^ickednefs,  and  flagrant  wrong 
'I hey  wrought,  the  wealth  devouring  and  the  wife 
Difhonouring  of  an  illuftrions  Chief 
Whom  they  deemM  deftined  never  to  return. 
Now,  therefore,  hear  me.     Go  not ;  left  ye  pull 
Frcfli  mifchief  on  your  own  devoted  heads. 

He  ended  ;  then  with  boiiVrous  roar  (although 
The  wifer  kept  their  feats)  upfprang  the  moft, 
For  Halitherfes  pleated  them  not,  they  chole 
Eupithes'  counfel  rather  ;  all  at  once 
To  arms  they  flew,  and  clad  in  dazzling  fleel. 
Before  the  city  form'd  their  denfe  array. 

Leader 
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Leader  infatnate,  at  their  head  appear'd 
Eupithes,  hoping  vengeance  for  his  foa 
Antino'us,  but  was  himfelf  ordain'd 
To  meet  his  doom,  and  to  return  no  more. 
Then  thus  Minerva  to  Saturnian  Jove. 

Oh  father  !  fon  of  Saturn  !  Jove  fupreme  ! 
Deelare  the  purpofe  hidden  in  thy  bread. 
Defign'ft  thou  civil  difcord  and  the  woes 
Of  bloody  ftrife,  or  lading  peace  for  thcfe  ? 

To  whom  the  Sov'reign  of  the  realms  of  air. 
Why  alks  my  daughter  ?  didft  thou  not  defign 
Thyfelf,  that  brave  Ulyfles  coming  home 
Should  flay  thofe  profligates  ?  thyfelf  decide. 
But  thus  I  counfel.     Since  the  noble  Chief 
Hath  flain  the  fuitors,  now  let  peace  enfue 
Oath  bound,  and  reign  UlyfTes  evermore  ! 
From  their  remembrance  ftrike  we  clean  *,  ourfelves. 
Their  flaughter'd  fons  and  brethren  ;  let  the  bond 
Of  mutual  firm  accord,  as  heretofore. 
Unite  them,  and  let  wealth  and  peace  abound. 

So  faying,  he  ftimulated  and  impcll'd 
Minerva  prompt  before,  and  to  the  fields 

*  Being  feated,  and  domellick  broils 
Ciiau  overblown, 

Shakefpeare. 

Of 
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Of  Ithaca  with  inftant  flight  (he  fped. 
Mean-time  Ulyfles  (for  their  hunger  now 
And  thirft  were  fated)  thus  his  hinds  befpake. 

Look  ye  abroad,  left  haply  they  approach. 
He  faid,  and  at  his  word,  forth  went  a  fon 
Of  Dolius ;  at  the  gate  he  flood,  and  thence 
Beholding  all  that  multitude  at  hand. 
In  accents  wing'd  Ulyfles  thus  apprized. 

Fly  to  your  arms — they  are  at  hand — they  come. 
Then,  all  arifing,  put  their  armour  on, 
UlyfTes  with  his  three,  and  the  fix  fons 
Of  Dolius  ;  Dolius  alfo  with  the  reft 
Arm'd  and  Laertes,  although  ftlve.  -hair'd. 
Warriors  perforce.     When  all  were  clad  alike 
In  radiant  armour,  throwing  wide  the  gates 
They  fallied,  and  Ulyfles  led  the  way. 
Then  Jove's  own  daughter  Pallas,  in  the  forni 
And  with  the  voice  of  Mentor,  came  in  view. 
Whom  feeing  Laertiades  rejoiced. 
And  thus  Telemachus,  his  fon,  befpake. 

Telemachus  !  with  fearlcfs  ftrides  advance. 
And,  felf-inftru6led,  thou  fhalt  quickly  learn 
Where  fight  the  bravcft.     Shame  not,  now,  my  fon  I 
Thine  and  my  brave  forefathers,  whofe  exploits 
Jrlave  (bared,  fo  long,  fuch  univerfal  praife. 

I  To 
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To  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
My  father  !  1  hou  (halt  witncfs^  if  thou  wilt, 
Thyfelf,  my  deeds,  and  feeing  them,  fhalt  own 
That  they  difgrace  not  aught  or  tarnifli  theirs. 

Laertes  heard  and  with  delight  exclaim'd — 
What  fun  hath  ris'n  to  day  *  ?  ye  bleffed  Gods  ! 
My  fon  and  grandfon  emulous  difputc 
The  prize  of  fame — Oh  joyful  day  to  me  +  ! 

Then,  drawing  nigh,  Minerva  thus  addrefs'd 
The  veteran  King. — Laertes  !  Oh  my  friend  ! 
And  moft  belov'd  of  all  whom  fuch  I  deem, 
Pray'r  ofF'ring  to  the  virgin  azure-eyed. 
And  to  her  father  Jove,  delay  not,  fhake 
Thy  lance  in  air,  and  give  it  inftant  flight. 

So  faying,  the  Goddefs  nerved  his  arm  anew. 
Then,  firft  adoring  Pallas,  daughter  dread 

*  T15  tv  f*oi  rV-s'f'J  ^^i ; — So  Cicero,  who  feems  to  tranflate  it — 
Proh  dii  immortales  !  Quis  hie  illuxit  dies  ? — C. 

t  So  Menander  as  cited  by  Stobxus,  Serm.  jg. 

'H   (Tuffoianrx   xa*    ^fovnyr    \oi7t  tic* 
Tun  a|   lavTid  '  ■  C. 

No  joy  more  exqiiifite  a  father  knows 

Than  to  obferve  one  fpr|ng  from  him  endued 

With  thought  and  wifdom. 

VOL.   IV.  X  Of 
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Of  fovVeign  Jove,  he  fliook  his  qulv'ring  lance, 
Hurl'd  it,  and  pierced  Eupithes.    Cheek'd  with  brafs 
His  helmet  was,  but  through  the  cloven  plate 
Swift  flew  the  fpear,  and  ftarted  forth  beyond. 
He  fell,  and  loud  his  batter'd  armour  rang. 
Then  both  Ulyfles  and  his  noble  fon 
With  faulchions  and  with  fpears  of  keened  edge 
Their  hods  aflail'd,  and  of  them  all  had  left 
None  living,  none  had  to  his  home  return'd. 
But  that  Jove's  virgin  daughter  with  a  voice 
Of  loud  authority  thus  quell'd  them  all. 

Peace,  O  ye  men  of  Ithaca  !  while  yet 
The  field  remains  undeluged  with  your  blood. 

So  (he  ;  then  fear  at  once  paled  evVy  cheek. 
AH  trembled  at  the  voice  divine  ;  their  arms 
Efcaping   from  the  grafp  fell  to  the  ground, 
And,  covetous  of  longer  life,  each  fled 
Back  to  the  city.     Then  Ulyfles  fent 
His  voice  abroad,  and  with  an  eagle's  force 
Sprang  on  the  people  ;  but  Saturnian  Jove 
Caft  down,  incontinent,  his  fmouldring  bolt 
At  Pallas'  (eetj  and  thus  the  Goddefs  fpake. 

Laertes'  noble  fon,  for  wiles  renown'd  ! 
Forbear;  abflain  from  daughter  ;  lefl:  thyfelf 
Incur  the  vengeance  of  Saturnian  Jove. 

4  So 
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So  Pallas,  whom  UlyfTes,  glad,  obeyM. 
Then  faithful  covenants  of  peace  between 
Both  fides  enfued,  fworn  duly  in  the  fight 
Of  Jove-born  Pallas,  who  the  Mentor  feem'd, 
In  voice  and  form,  familiar  to  them  all. 


END    OP    THE    ODYSSEY. 
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JD  ESC  END  all  Helicon  into  my  breafl ! 
Oh  cvVy  virgin  of  the  tuneful  choir 
Breathe  on  my  fong  which  I  have  newly  traced 
In  tables. open'd  on  my  knees,  a  fong 
Of  bloodieft  note — terrible  deeds  of  Mars 
Well  worthy  of  the  ears  of  all  mankind. 
Whom  I  defne  to  teach,  how,  erll,  the  Mice 
Afliiil'd  the  Frogs,  mimicking  in  exploit 
The  prowefs  of  the  giant  race  earth-born. 
The  rumour  once  was  frequent  in  the  mouths 
Of  mortal  men,  and  thus  the  ftrife  began. 

A  thirfty  Moufc  (thirfty  with  fear  and  flight 
From  a  cat's  claws)  fought  out  the  neareft  lake. 
Where,  dipping  in  the  flood  his  downy  chin. 
He  drank  delighted.     Him  the  frog  far-famed 

X  4  Limnocharis 
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Limnocharis  *  efpied,  and  thus  he  fpake. 

Who  art  thou,  ftranger  ?  whence  hafl;  thou  arrived 
On  this  our  border,  and  who  gave  thee  birth  ? 
Beware  thou  trefpafs  not  againfl  the  truth  ; 
Lye  not !  for  fhould  I  find  thy  merit  fuch 
As  claims  my  love,  I  will  condu6l  thee  hence 
To  my  abode,  where  gifts  thou  fhalt  receive 
Lib'ral  and  large,  with  hofpitable  fare. 
I  am  the  King  Phyfignathus  ^,  revered 
By  the  inhabitants  of  all  this  pool. 
Chief  of  the  frogs  for  ever.     Me,  long  fince, 
Peleus  ^  begat,  embracing  on  the  banks 
Of  the  Eridanus  my  mother  fair, 
Hydromedufa  H.     Nor  thee  lefs  than  King 
Or  leader  bold  in  fight  thy  form  proclaims. 
Stout  as  it  is,  and  beautiful.— Difpatch — 
Speak,  therefore,  and  declare  thy  pedigree. 

He  ceasM,  to  whom  Pfycharpax  ^  thus  replied. 
Illuflrious  fir  !  wherefore  hafi  thou  enquired 
My  derivation,  known  to  all,  alike 
To  Gods  and  men,  and  to  the  fowls  of  heav'n  ? 
I  am  Plycharpax,  and  the  dauntlefs  Chief 

*  The  beauty  of  the  lake.  f  The  pouter. 

X  Of  or  belonging  to  mud.  i|  Governefs  of  the  waters. 


§  The  crumb. catcher. 


Troxartes 


BATTLE  OF  THE  FROGS  AND  MICE.  jS-G*,       329 

Troxartes  *  is  my  fire,  whofe  beauteous  fpoufe 

Daughter  of  Pternotrodles  ^  brought  me  forth, 

Lichomyle  by  name +.     A  eavc  of  earth 

My  cradle  was,  and,  in  my  youngling  ftate. 

My  mother  nourifh'd  me  with  ahnonds,  figs, 

And  delicacies  of  a  thoufand  names. 

But  diverfe  as  our  natures  are,  in  nought 

Similar,  how,  alas  !   can  we  be  friends  ? 

The  floods  are  thine  abode,  while  I  partake 

With  man  his  fuflenance.     The  balkct,  ftored 

With  wheaten  loaves  thrice  kneaded,  Tcapes  not  mc. 

Nor  wafer  broad,  enrich'd  with  balmy  fweets. 

Nor  ham  in  flices  fpread,  nor  liver  wrapt 

In  tunic  filver-white,  nor  curds  cxprefs'd 

From  fweetefl  milk,  nor,  fwccter  ftill,  the  fidl 

Honeycomb,  coveted  by  Kings  themfclves, 

Nor  aught  by  fkilful  cook  invented  yet 

Of  fauce  or  fcas'ning  for  delight  of  man. 

I  am  brave  alfo,  and  fhrink  not  at  found 

Of  glorious  war,  but  rufhing  to  the  van. 

Mix  with  the  foremoft  combatants.     No  fear 

Of  man  himfelf  fliakes  me,  vaft  as  he  is. 

But  to  his  bed  I  fleal,  and  make  me  fport 

*  The  bread-eater.  f  The  bacon-ealer. 

J  The  licker  of  ir.ill-ftones. 

Nibbling 
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Nibbling  his  fingers'  end,  or  with  fbarp  tooth 
Fretting  his  heel  fo  neatly  that  be  fleeps 
Profound  the  while,  unconfcious  of  the  bite. 
Two  things,  of  all  that  are,  appal  me  molV, 
The  owl  and  cat.     Thefe  caufe  me  many  a  pang. 
As  does  the  hollow  gin  infidious,  fair 
In  promifes,  but  in  performance  foul, 
Engine  of  death  I  yet  moll  of  all  I  dread 
Cats,  nimble  moufers,  who  can  dart  a  paw 
After  me,  enter  at  what  chink  I  may. 
But  to  return — your  diet,  parfley,  kail. 
Beet,  radifh,  gourd,  (for,  as  I  underftand. 
Ye  cat  no  other)  are  not  to  my  tafte. 

Him  then  with  fmiles  anfwer'd  Phyiignathus. 
Stranger  !  thou  vaunteft  much  thy  dainty  fare. 
But,  both  on  fhore.and  in  the  lake,  we  boall 
Our  dainties  alfo,  and  fuch  fights  as  much 
Would  move  thy  wonder  ;  for  by  gift  from  Jove 
We  leap  as  well  as  fwim,  can  range  the  land 
For  food,  or,  diving,  leek  it  in  the  Deep. 
Would'ft  thou  the  proof?  'tis  eafy — mount  my  back — , 
There  cling  as  for  thy  life,  and  thou  ilialt  fhare 
With  rapture  the  delights  of  my  abode. 

He  faid,  and  gave  his  back.     Upfprang  the  moufe 
Lightly,  and  with  his  arms  enfolded-^ail 
The  frog's  foft  neck,     Pleas'd  Was  he,  at  the  firfl, 

'  With 
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With  view  of  many  a  creek  and  bay,  nor  lefs 

With  his  fmooth  fwimming  on  whofe  back  he  rode. 

But  when,  at  length,  the  clear  wave  dafli'd  his  fides. 

Then,  fill'd  with  penitential  forrows  vain 

He  wept,  pluck'd  off  his  hair,  and  gath'ring  clofe 

His  hinder  (eet,  furvey'd  with  trembling  heart 

The  novel  fight,  and  wifh'd  for  land  again. 

Groans  follow'd  next,  extorted  groans,  through  llrefs 

Of  fliivVing  fear,  and,  with  extended  tail 

Drawn  like  a  long  oar  after  him,  he  pray'd 

For  land  again  ;  but,  while  he  pray'd,  again 

The  clear  wave  dafh'd  him.  Much  heihriek'd,  and  much 

He  clamour'd,  and,  at  length,  thus,  forrowing,  faid. 

Oh  defp'rate  navigation  ftrangc !  not  thus 
Europa  floated  to  the  fliores  of  Crete 
On  the  broad  back  of  her  enamour'd  bull. 

And  now,  dread  fpe6lacle  to  both,  behold 
An  Hydra  !  on  the  lake  with  crefl  ere6t 
He  rode,  and  right  toward  them.     At  that  fight 
Down  went  Phyfignathus,  heedlefs,  alas  ! 
Through  fear,  how  great  a  Prince  he  fliould  deftroy. 
Himfclf,  at  bottom  of  the  pool  cfcaped 
The  dreadful  death  ;  but,  at  his  firft  defccnt 
Diflodg'd,  Pfycharpax  fell  into  the  flood. 
There,   ftretch'd  fupine,   he  clench'd  his  hands,  he 
Ihriek'd, 

Plunged 
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Plunged  oft,  and,  lafhing  out  his  heels  afar, 
Oft  rofe  again,  bat  no  deliv'rance  found. 
At  length,  opprefs'd  by  his  drench'd  coat,  and  foon 
To  fink  for  ever,  thus  he  prophefied. 

Thou  haft  rcleas'd  thy  flioulders  at  my  coft, 
Phyiignathus  !  unfeeling  as  the  rock, 
But  not  unnoticed  by  the  Gods  above. 
Ah  worft  of  tray  tors  !  on  dry  land,  I  ween, 
Thou  hadft  not  foil'd  me,  whether  in  the  race 
Or  wreftling-match,  or  at  whatever  game. 
Thou  haft  by  fraud  prevail'd,  cafting  me  off 
Into  the  waters;  but  an  eye  divine 
Sees  all.     Nor  hope  thou  to  efcape  the  hoft 
Of  Mice,  who  (h'dW,  ere  long,  avenge  the  deed. 

So  faying,  he  fank  and  died,  whom,  while  he  fat 
Repofmg  on  the  lake's  foft  verge,  the  Moufe 
Lichopinax  *  obferved  ;  aloud  he  wail'd. 
And  flew  with  thofe  fad  tidings  to  his  friends. 
Grief,  at  the  found,  immeafurable  feized 
On  all,  and,  by  command,  at  dawn  of  day 
The  heralds  call'd  a  council  at  the  houfe 
Of  brave  Troxartcs,  father  of  the  Prince 
Now  loft,  a  carcafc  now,  nor  nigh  to  land 
Weltring,  but  diflantin  the  middle  pool. 
The  nuillitude  in  hafte  convened,  uprofe 


The  difli-Ucker. 

Troxartes 
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Troxartcs  for  his  fon  incenfcd,  and  fiiid. 

Ah  friends!  although  my  damage  from  the  Frogs 
Suftain'd  be  greateft,  yet  is  yours  not  fmall. 
Three  children  I  have  lod,  wretch  that  I  am. 
All  fons.     A  mercilefs  and  hungry  cat 
Finding  mine  eldeft  fon  abroad,  furprized 
And  flew  him.     Lured  into  a  wooden  fnare, 
(New  machination  of  unfeeling  man 
For  flaughter  of  our  race,  and  named  a  trap) 
My  fecond  died.     And  now,  as  ye  have  heard, 
My  third,  his  mother's  and  my  darling,  him 
Phyfignathus  hath  drown'd  in  yon  abyfs. 
Hafte  therefore,  and  in  gallant  armour  bright 
Attired,  march  forth,  ye  Mice,  now  feek  the  foe. 

So  faying,  he  roufed  them  to  the  fight,  and  Mars 
Attendant  arm'd  them.     Splitting,  firft,  the  pods 
Of  beans  which  they  had  fever'd  from  the  ftalk 
With  hafty  tooth  by  night,  they  made  them  greaves. 
Their  corflets  were  of  platted  ftraw,  well  lined 
With  fpoils  of  an  excoriated  cat. 
The  lamp  contributed  its  central  tin, 
A  fliield  for  each.     The  glitt'ring  needle  long 
Arm'd  ev'ry  gripe  with  a  terrific  fpear. 
And  auburn  fhells  of  nuts  their  brows  inclofed. 

Thus  arm'd  the  Mice  advanced,  of  who(e  approach 
The  Frogs  apprized,  emerging  from  the  lake. 

All 
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All  throng'd  to  council,  and  confid'ring  fat 
The  ftidden  tumult  and  its  caufe.     Then  came, 
Sceptre  in  hand,  an  herald.     Son  was  he 
Of  the  renown'd  Tyroglyphus*,  and  call'd 
Embafichytrus  ^     Charged  he  came  to  announce 
The  horrors  of  approaching  war,  and  faid — 

Ye  Frogs  !  the  hofl  of  Mice  fend  you  by  me 
Menaces  and  defiance.     Arm,  they  fay, 
For  furious  fight ;  for  they  have  fccn  the  Prince 
Pfycharpax  weltVing  on  the  waves,  and  drown'd 
By  King  Phyfignathus.     Ye  then,  the  Chiefs 
And  leaders  of  the  hod  of  Frogs,  put  on 
Your  armour,  and  draw  forth  your  bands  to  battle  I 

He  faid,  and  went.     Then  were  the  noble  Frog^ 
Troubled  at  that  bold  mcifage,  and  while  all 
Murmur'd  againft  Phyfignathus,  the  King 
Himfelf  arifing,  thus  denied  the  charge. 

My  friends  !  I  neither  drown'd  the  Moufe,  nor  faw 
His  drowning.     Doubtlcfs,  while  he  ilrove  in  fport 
To  imitate  the  fwimming  of  the  Frogs, 
He  fank  and  died.     Thus,  blame  is  none  in  mcj^ 
And  thefe  injurious  fland'rers  do  me  wrong. 
Confult  we,  therefore,  how  we  may  deflroy 
The  fubtle  Mice,  which  thus  we  will  perform. 

•  A  chcefe-rafper.         f  The  explorer  of  pots  and  pipkins. 

Arm'd 
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Arm'd  and  adorn'd  for  battle,  we  will  wait 
Their  coming  where  our  coaft  is  moft  abrupt. 
Then,  foon  as  they  fhall  ruili  to  the  aflault. 
Seizing  them  by  the  helmet,  as  they  come. 
We  will  precipitate  them,  arms  and  all, 
Into  the  lake  ;  unlkilful  as  they  are 
To  fwim,  their  fuffocation  there  is  fure, 
And  we  will  build  a  trophy  to  record 
The  great  Moufe-maiHicre  for  evermore. 

So  faying,  he  gave  commandment,  and  all  arm'd. 
With  leaves  of  mallows  each  his  legs  incafcd. 
Guarded  his  bofom  with  a  corflet  cut 
From  the  green  beet,  with  foliage  tough  of  kail 
Fafhion'd  his  ample  buckler,  with  a  rudi 
Keen-tipt,  of  length  tremendous,  fill'd  his  gripe. 
And  on  his  brows  fet  fail  a  cockle-fliell. 
Then,  on  the  fummit  of  the  lofticfl  bank 
Drawn  into  phalanx  firm  they  flood,  all  (hook 
Their  quiv'ring  fpcars,  and  wrath  fwell'd  cv'ry  breafl. 

Jove  faw  them,  and  alicmbling  all  the  Gods 
To  council  in  the  Ikies,  behold,  he  faid, 
Yon  num'rous  hofts,  magnanimous,  robuft, 
And  rough  with  fpears,  how  like  the  giant  race 
They  move,  or  like  the  Centaurs  !  fmiling,  next. 
He  atk'd,  of  all  the  Gods,  who  favour'd  moft 
The  Mice;  and  who  the  Frogs  ?  but,  at  the  laft. 

Turning 
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Turning  toward  Minerva,  thus  he  fpake. 

The  Mice,  my  daughter,  need  thee ;  go'fl:  thou  not 
To  aid  thy  friends  the  Mice,  inmates  of  thine, 
Who  to  thy  temple  drawn  by  fav'ry  fleams 
Sacrifical,  and  day  by  day  refrefh'd 
With  dainties  there,  dance  on  thy  facrcd  floor  ? 

So  fpake  the  God,  and  Pallas  thus  replied. 
My  father!  lufFer  as  they  may,  the  Mice 
Shall  have  no  aid  from  me,  whom  much  they  wrong. 
Marring  my  wreaths,  and  plund'ring  of  their  oil 
My  lamps. — But  this,  of  all  their  impious  deeds. 
Offends  me  mofl,  that  they  have  eaten  holes 
In  my  beft  mantle,  which  with  curious  art 
Divine  I  wove,  light,  eafy,  delicate  ; 
And  now,  the  artificer  whom  I  employ'd 
To  mend  it,  clamouring  demands  a  price 
Exorbitant,  which  moves  me  much  to  wrath. 
For  I  obtain 'd  on  trud  thofc  coflly  threads, 
And  have  not  wherewithal  to  pay  th'  arrear. 
Nor  love  I  more  the  Frogs,  or  purpofe  more 
To  fuccour  even  them,  fince  they  not  Icfs, 
Dolts  as  they  arc,  and  dcftitutc  of  thought. 
Have  incommoded  me.     For  when,  of  late. 
Returning  from  a  fight  wfcary  and  faint 
I  needed  reft,  and  would  have.flcpt,  no  flcep 
Found  I,  thofc  ceafclefs  croakers  of  the  lake 

Noify^ 
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Noify,  perverfe,  forbidding  me  a  wink. 
SleeplefSj  and  with  an  aching  head  I  lay 
Therefore,  until  the  crowing  of  the  cock. 
By  my  advice,  then,  O  ye  Gods,  move  not 
Nor  interfere,  favouring  either  fide. 
Left  ye  be  wounded  ;  for  both  hofts  alike 
Are  valiant,  nor  would  fcruple  to  aflail 
Even  ourfelves.     Suffice  it,  therefore,  hence 
To  view  the  battle,  fafe,  and  at  our  cafe. 

She  ceas'd,  and  all  complied.    Mean-time,  the  hofts 
Drew  nearer,  and  in  front  of  each  was  fcen 
An  herald,  gonfalon  in  hand  ;  huge  ^nats 
Through  clarions  of  unwieldy  length  fang  forth 
The  dreadful  note  of  onfet  fierce,  and  Jove 
Doubled  the  fignal,  thunJ'ring  from  above, 

'  Firft,  with  his  fpear  Hypfiboas  *  aflail'd 
Lichenor^.     Deep  into  his  body  rufh'd 
The  point,  and  pierced  his  liver.     Prone  he  fell, 
And  all  his  gloffy  down  with  dud  defiled. 
Then,  Troglodytes  +  hurl'd  his  mafly  fpear 
At  Pelion  llj  which  he  planted  in  his  cheft. 
Down  dropp'd  the  Frog,  night  whelm'd  him,  and  he  died. 
Seutiaeus  ^,  through  his  heart  piercing  him,  flew 

*  The  loud-croaker,  f  One  addifled  to  licking.  I  A  creeper 
into  holes  and  crannies.  1|  GfF  pring  of  the  muJ,  §  A  feeder  oa 
beet. 

VOL.  IV.  y  Embafichytrus, 
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Embalichytrus.     Polyphonus*  fell. 

Pierced  through  his  belly  by  the  fpear  of  bold 

Artophagus+j  and  prone  in  daft  expired. 

Incenfed  at  fight  of  Polyphonns  flain, 

Limnocharis  at  Troglodytes  caft 

A  mill-ftone  weight  of  rock  ;  fall  on  the  neck 

lie  batter'd  him,  and  darknefs  veil'd  his  eyes. 

At  him  Lichenor  hurl'd  a  glitt'ring  lance, 

Nor  err'd,  bat  pierced  his  liver.     Trembling  fled 

Crambophagus  +  at  that  dread  fight,  and  plunged 

Over  the  precipice  into  the  lake, 

Yet  even  there  found  refuge  none,  for  brave 

Lichenor  following,  fmote  him  even  there. 

So  fell  Crambophagus,  and  from  that  fall 

Never  arofe,  but  redd'ning  with  his  blood 

The  vi^ave,  and  wallowing  in  the  firings  and  flime 

Of  his  own  vitals,  near  the  bank  expired. 

Limnifius''  on  the  grafiy  (liore  ftruck  down 

Tyroglyphus  ^ ;  but  at  the  view  alone 

Of  terrible  Pternoglyphus  **  appall'd. 

Fled  Calaminthius  ^^,  cafl  away  his  fhield 

Afar,  and  headlong  plunged  into  the  lake. 


*  The  noify.  f  The  bread-eater.         J  The  cabbage  eater. 

II  Of  the  lake.         §  The  cheefe-fcrapcr.  **  The  ham-fcraper. 

f  f  So  called  irom  the  herb  calannni:. 

liydrocharis 
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Hydrocharis*  with  a  vaft  (lone  alTail'd 
The  King  Pternophagus  "^  ;  the  rugged  mafs 
Defccnding  on  his  poll,  crufh'd  it ;  the  brain 
Ooz'd  through  his  noflrils  drop  by  drop,  and  all 
The  bank  around  was  fpatter'd  with  his  blood, 
Lichopinax  with  his  long  fpear  tranfpicrced 
Borborocoites  +  ;  darknefs  veil'd  his  eyes. 
PrafTophagus  I'  with  vengeful  notice  mark'd 
Cniflbdio6les  ^ ;  feizing  with  one  hand 
His  foot,  and  with  other  hand  his  neck, 
Pie  plunged,  and  held  him  plunged,  till,  drown'd,  he 

died. 
P/ycharpax  (landing  boldly  in  defence 
Of  his  flain  fellow-warriors,  urged  his  fpear 
Right  through  Pelulius** ;  at  his  feet  he  fell. 
And,  dying,  mingled  with  the  Frogs  below. 
Refentful  of  his  death,  the  mighty  Frog 
Pelobates  +  ■'■  an  handful  cafl  of  mud 
Full  at  P(}xharpax  ;  all  his  ample  front 
He  fmear'd,  and  left  him  fcarce  a  glimpfe  of  day. 
Pi}'charpax,  at  the  foul  difhonour,   liill 
Exafp'rate  more,  upheaving  from  the  ground 

*  One  whofe  delight  is  in  the  water.  f  The  bacon-eater. 

I  The  fleeper  in  the  mud.  |(   The  garlic-eater,  §  The 

fav'ry-fteam-hunter.  *  *  The  muddy.  f  f  The  mud- 

walker. 

Y  2  A  rock 
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A  rock  that  had  incumber'd  long  the  bank, 

Hurl'd  it  againft  Pelobates  ;  below 

The  knees  he  fmote  him,  fhiver'd  his  right  leg 

In  pieces,  and  outftretch'd  him  in  the  duft. 

Bat  him  Craiigafides  *,  who  ftood  to  guard 

The  fallen  Chief,  aflail'd  ;  with  his  long  lance 

He  prick'd  Pfycharpax  at  the  waift  ;  the  whole 

Keen-pointed  ruth  tranfpierced  his  belly,  and  all 

His  bowels  following  the  retradled  point, 

O'erfpread  the  enfanguin'd  herbage  at  his  fide. 

Soon  as  Sitophagus  ■•■,  a  crippled  moufe, 

That  fight  beheld,  limping,  as  befi  he  could. 

He  left  the  field,  and,  to  avoid  a  fate 

Not  lefs  tremendous,  dropp'd  into  a  ditch. 

Troxartes  grazed  the  inftep  of  the  bold 

Phyfignathus,  who  at  the  fuddcn  pang 

Startled,  at  once  leap'd  down  into  the  lake. 

PrafiiEus  +,  at  the  fight  of  fuch  a  Chief 

Floating  in  mortal  agonies  enraged, 

Sprang  through  his  foremofl:  warriors,  and  difmifs'd 

His  pointed  rufh,  but  reach'd  not  through  his  fhield 

Troxartes,  bafiiled  by  the  fiubborn  dific. 

There  was  a  Moufe,  young,  beautiful,  and  brave 

•  The  hoarfe-croaker,  f  The  cake- eater,  I  One 

who  deals  much  in  garlic. 

Pad 
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Paft  all  on  earth,  fon  of  the  valiant  Chief 
Artepibulus*.     Like  another  Mars 
He  fought,  and  Meridarpax  ^  was  his  name, 
A  Moiife,  among  all  Mice  without  a  peer. 
Glorying  in  his  might  on  the  lake's  verge 
He  flood,  with  other  Moufe  none  at  his  fide. 
And  fwore  t"  extirpate  the  whole  croaking  race. 
Nor  doubted  any  but  he  fhould  perform 
His  dreadful  oath,  fuch  was  his  force  in  arms. 
Had  not  Saturnian  Jove  with  fudden  note 
Perceiv'd  his  purpofe  ;  with  compaffion  touch'd 
Of  the  devoted  Frogs  the  SovVeign  fhook 
His  brows,  and  thus  the  Deities  addrefs'd. 

I  fee  a  prodigy,  ye  Pow'rs  divine  ! 
And,  v/ith  no  fmall  amazement  fmitten,  hear 
Prince  Meridarpax  menacing  the  Frogs 
With  general  extirpation.     Hatle — be  quick — • 
Difpatch  we  Pallas  terrible  in  fight, 
Nor  her  alone,  but  alfo  Mars,  to  quell 
With  force  combined  the  fanguinary  Chief. 

So  fpakc  theThund'rer,  and  thus  Mars  replied. 
Neither  the  force  of  Pallas,  nor  the  force 
Of  Mars,  O  Jove  !  will  fave  the  deflin'd  Frogs 

*  One  who  lies  in  wait  for  bread,         f  The  fcrap-catcher. 

a  From 
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From  fvvift  deftruclion.     Let  us  all  defcend 
To  aid  them,  or,  left  all  fufficc  not,  grafp 
And  fend  abroad  thy  biggeft  bolt,  thy  bolt 
Tempettuous,  terrour  of  the  Titan  race, 
By  which  thofe  daring  enemies  thou  flevv'lr. 
And  didft  coerce  with  adamantine  chains 
Enceladus,  and  ail  that  monitrous  brood. 

He  faid,  and  Jove  difmifs'd  the  fmould'ring  bolt. 
At  his  firfl  thunder,  to  its  bafe  he  fliook 
The  vaft  Olympian.     Then — whirling  about 
Hisforky  fires,  he  launch'd  them  to  the  ground, 
And,  as  they  left  the  Sovereign's  hand,  the  heart 
Of  ev'ry  Moufe  quaked,  and  of  evVy  Frog. 
Yet  ceas'd  not,  even  at  that  fhock,  the  Mice 
From  battle,  but  with  double  ardour  flew 
To  the  deftru6iion  of  the  Frogs,  whom  Jove 
From  the  Olympian  heights  fnovv-crown'd  again 
Viewing,  compaffionated  iheir  difirefs. 
And  fent  them  aids.  Sudden  they  came.    Broad-back'd 
They  were,  and  fmooth  like  anvils,  ficklc-claw'd. 
Sideling  in  gait,  their  months  with  pincers  arm'd. 
Shell-clad,  crook-knce'd,  protruding  far  before 
Long  hands  and  horns,  with  eye-balls  in  the  breaft, 
Legs  in  quarternion  ranged  on  either  fide. 
And  Crabs  their  name.     They,  fcizing  by  his  leg. 
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0+J 


His  arin,  his  tail  a  Moufe,  cropp'd  it,  and  fnapp'd 
His  poliOi'd  fpear.     Appall 'd  at  fucb  a  foe 
'J  he  miferable  Mice  flood  not,  but  fled 
Hcartlcrs,  difcomfited. — And  now,  the  fun 
Defcendins:,   clofed  this  warfare  of  a  dav. 


THE    END, 


Fiifited  bv  Bunney  arid  G«;j. 
Siijr  Laiie,  Uondo!;. 
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